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JULY  27,  178K 

The  honourable  the  minifiter  of  France  transmitted 
to  Congress  a  memorial,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
translation* 

MEMOIRE. 

Philadelphia^  July  26,  178K 
The  twentj-ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce,  between  his  most  christian  majesty  and  the 
United  States,  reserves  to  the  two  contracting  powers 
<^  the  liberty  of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other, 
^^  consuls,  vice  consuls,  agents  and  commissaries, 
<*  whose  functions  shall  be  regulated  by  a  particular 
<*  agreement.''  In  consequence  of  this  stipulation, 
the  court  of  Versailles  has  caused  a  draft  to  be  made 
of  a  convention,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  con* 
8uls,  which  the  undersigned  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  France  has  the  honour  to  communicate  to  Con* 
gress*    It  is  the  desire  of  his  majesty,  that  this  draft 
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shottld  be  ezamined  by  Congress ;  and  those  points 
marked  which  admit  of  no  difficulty ;  and  that'  the 
others  should  be  submitted  to  the  examination  of  de- 
legates appointed  by  both  parties,  who  may  make  such 
observations  al  they  shall  judge  proper,  and  propose 
such  alterations  as  they  may  think  convenient.  These 
objects  will  require  discussion  in  repeated  conferen- 
ces ;  and  the  undersigned  intreats  that  Congress  would 
determine  in  what  manner  these  conferences  shall  be 
held.  The  proposed  convention  requires  the  most 
mature  consideration  of  both  parties;  while  at  the 
same  time  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  both,  with  all 
speed,  to  introduce  consistency  and  uniformity  into  their 
respective  commercial  establishments ;  and  the  under- 
signed is  of  opinion  that  Congress  will  think  it  neces- 
sary to  prosecute  this  business  with  all  possible  des- 
patch. 
(Signed)         LE  CHEV.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Projet  de  Convention  entre  le  Roi  Tris  Chretien, 
et  les  Etats  Unis  de  PAmerique  Septentrionale, 
a  Peffet  de  determiner  et  fixer  les  fonctions  et 
prerogatives  des  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  et  des 
Agens  respectifs. 

Le  roi  trts  chretien,  et  les  Etats  Unis  de  PAmerique 
Septentrionale,  s^^ant  aqcoitd6«)  tnutuellement,  par 
Particle  29  du  traits  d'amiti^  et  de  commerce  conclu 
•Hire  eux,  la  faculte  de  tenir  dans  lesrs  6tats  res*> 
pectifs,  des  consuls,  vice  consuls,  et  deft  agens,  et 
Toalant  en   consequence  d^tertbiner,  et  fixer  d'one 
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manitee  reciproque  et  permaneate  les  fonciions  et  pre- 
rogatives des  dits  consuls,  vice  consals,  et  des  agens 
respectifsy  il  a  ete  convenu  ce  qui  suit. 


ARTICLE    I. 

Les  consuls,  et  vice  consuls  nomoi^  par  le  roi  tr^s 
Chretien,  et  les  Etats  Unis,  seront  teinis  de  pr^eater 
leors  provisioQs  I  leur  arrivee  dans  kars  4ia(s  res- 
peclifs*  On  leur  d6livrera,  sans  aucun  frais,  Pext' 
quaiur  n^cessaire  i  I'exefcice  de  leurs  fonctions  et 
sur  I'exbibition  quails  feront  du  dit  exequatur,  les 
gouverneurs,  presidens,  commandans,  chefs  de  justice, 
les  corps  des  tribunaux  ou  autres  officiers,  ayant  au- 
torite  dans  les  ports  et  lieux  de  leur  consulats,  les  y 
feront  jouir,  aussitot,  et  sans  difficulte,  des  pre-eminen- 
ces, autorit6  et  privileges  accord^s  reciproquement 
sans  qu'ils  puissent  exiger  des  dits  consuls,  et  vice 
consuls  aucun  droit  sous  aucun  pr^texte  quelconque. 


AaTICLB    11. 

Les  consuls  respectifs  auront  la  faculte  d'etablir 
des  vice  consuls  dans  les  difierens  ports  et  lieux  de 
leur  departement  ou  le  besoin  P^xigera.  On  leur 
delivrera  egalement  Pexequatur  n^cessaire  a  I'exer* 
cice  de  leurs  fonctions  et  sur  Pexhibition  quails  feront 
da  dit  ex^ualur  ils  seront  admis  et  reconnus  dans  les 
termes  et  selon  les  pouvoirs,  autorite  et  privileges 
stipules  par  les  articles  1,5,  et  6,  de  la  presente  con- 
vention. 
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ARTICLE    III. 

Les  consuls  et  vice  conauk  respectifs  ne  pourront 
6tre  pris  que  parmi  les  sujets  naturets  de  la  puissance 
qui  les  nommera*  Tous  seront  appointes  par  leur 
souverain  reapecliff  et  its  ne  pourront  ea  consequence 
faire  aucun  Irafic  ou  commeFce  queJconque  nt  pour 
leur  propre  compte^  ni  pour  le  compte  d'autrui* 

All-riCLE   tv. 

Lea  consuls  reapectiffi  pourront  eiablir  des  agens 
dans  les  diflerens  ports  et  lieux  de  leur  dtipartement,  oi> 
le  besoin  Pexigera.  Les  agens  pourront  ^tre  choisia 
];Mirmi  les  uegocians  nationaux  ou  etrangcrs  et  munis  de 
brevets  de  Pun  des  dita  conaula ;  ils  ae  renfermeront 
reapectivement  a  rendre  auz  commer^ans,  navigateurs, 
et  balimena  respectirst  tous  lea  aervicea  possibles  et  d 
informer  le  consul  ou  vice  consul  le  plus  proche  des 
beaoins  des  dits  commer^ans,  navigateurs  et  batimens, 
sans  que  les  dka  agena  puissent  autrement  particjper 
aux  immunites,  droJLa  et  privileges  attribues  aux  con^ 
suU  et  vice  consuls  par  la  prcaente  convention* 

ARTtCLE    V. 

Lea  consuls  et  vice  consuls,  les  officeirs  du  consulat, 
et  genera  le  me  nt  toutes  les  personnel  attacb^ea  aux 
fonctions  consulaires  jouiront  respectlvement  d^une 
pleiqe  et  enti^re  immunite  pour  leurs  personneg^  leurs 
papiera,  et  leurs  maisons*     lis  seront  exempts  de  tout 
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service  personnel  et  offices  pnUics,  logement  de  gens 
de  goerre,  milice,  guet,  garde,  tatelle,  curafelle,  ainsi 
que  de  tons  droits,  taxes,  impositions,  charges  quel- 
conqaes;  bors  les  biens  fonds,  dont  ils  seront  propria 
taires,  ks  quels  seront  assigettis  anz  taxes  imposes 
sur  les  biens  de  tons  autr^s  particuliers.  lis  pourront 
fatre  placer  sur  la  porte  ext^rieure  de  leur  maisoa  les 
armes  de  leur  souverain,  sans  cependant  que  cette 
marque  distinctive  puisse  donner  a  la  dite  maison  le 
droit  d'axile  poor  aucun  malfaiteur  ou  criminel  de 
mani^re  que  le  cas  arrivant  ot  aucun  malfaiteur  oo  / 
criminel  s'y  refngierait  il  sera  rendu  sur  le  champ 
a  la  premiire  requisition  et  sans  difficulte. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

Les  consuls  ou  les  vice  consuls  respectifs,  dans  les 
lieux  ou  il  n'y  aura  pas  de  consuls  pourront  avoir  dans 
leur  maison  une  chapelle  pour  y  c^Mbrer  le  service 
divio,  et  le  roi  tr^s  chretien  ainsi  que  les  Etats  Unis, 
donneront  des  ordres  precis  et  effectifs  dans  les  ports 
et  Iteux  de  leur  domination  pour  qu'il  ne  soit  apport^ 
aucun  retard  ni  emp^chement  lors  de  la  cer^monie, 
des  obseques  et  fun^railles  des  sujeU  de  I'une  des 
deux  nations,  qui  seront  d^cedes  dans  Petendue  des 
terres  de  Pautre* 

ARTICLE   VU* 

Dans  tons  les  cas  g6neralement  quelconques  concer- 
nant  la  police  ou  Padministration  de  la  justicoi  od  il 
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sera  n^essaire  d'avoir  une  declaration  juridique  des 
consuls  et  vice  consuls  respectifs,  le  gooverneur,  le 
commandant,  le  chef  de  la  justice,  les  corps  des  tri* 
bunaux  ou  autres  officiers  quekonques  de  leur  rSri' 
dencc  respective  y  ayant  autorit^,  seront  tenus  de  les 
en  prevenir  en  leur  ^crivant,  ou  en  leur  envoyant  uq 
officier  militaire  ou  ciyiI,  pour  leur  faire  connoltre, 
soil  Pobjet  que  Pen  se  propose,  soit  la  n6ce8sit^  dans 
la  quelle  on  se  trouve  d'aller  ches  eux  pour  leur  de* 
mander  cette  d^laration,  et  les  dits  consols,  ou  Tice 
consuls  seront  tenus  de  leur  c6te  de  se  prater  loyale- 
ment  a  ce  qu'on  d^irera  d'euz  dans  ces  occasions. 


ARTICLE   VIII* 

Les  consuls,  et  vice  consuls  respectifs,  pourront  4ta- 
blir  une  chancellerie  ou  seront  deposes  les  actes  et  ies 
deliberations  consulaires,  tous  les  effets  d^laiss^s  par 
defunts,  ou  sauv^s  des  naufrages,  ainsi  que  les  testa- 
mens,  obligations,  contrats,  et  geoeralement  tous  les 
actes  et  procedures  faits,  entre  leurs  nationaux.  lis 
pourront  en  consequence  commettre  a  Pezercice  de  la 
dite  chancellerie  des  personnes  capables  les  recevoir  ; 
leur  faire  prater  serment,  leur  donner  la  garde  du 
sf  eau,  et  le  droit  de  sceller  les  commissions,  juge- 
mens,  et  autres  actes  du  consulat,  ainsi  que  d'y  rem- 
plir  les  fonctions  de  notaires  et  greflSers. 
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ARTICLE    IX* 

Les  cohsuIb,  et  vice  coosob  respecUft  auront  le  droit 
•xclusif  de  recevoir  daot  leur  cbancelierie^  oq  abord 
des  bftfimens,  le8  decla^tions  et  touB  let  auires  actes, 
qae  les  capitaines,  patrons,  ^uipages  passagers,  et 
negotians,  de  leur  nation,  voodront  y  passer,  m^me  leur 
testamens  et  autres  dispositions  de  derniere  volonte,  e| 
les  ezp^itions  des  dits  actes  duement  I^galis^es  par 
les  dits  consuls  ou  vice  consuls  et  munis  du  s^eau  de 
leur  consulat  feront  foi,  en  justice,  dans  tous  les  tribu- 
naux  de  France,  et  des  Etats  Uius.  lis  auront  aussi, 
et  exclusivement,  le  droit  de  faire  Pinventaire,  la  li- 
quidation, et  de  proc^der  i  la  vente  des  efiets  mobi- 
tiers  de  la  succession  des  sujets  de  leur  nation  qui  vien- 
dront  a  mourir  dans  les  6tats  respectifs.  *  lis  y  pro- 
cederont  avec  ^assistance  de  deux  n^gotians  de  leur 
dite  nation,  a  leur  choiz,  et  feront  d^poser  dans  leur 
chancellerie  les  efiets,  et  papiers,  des  dites  successions, 
sans  qu'aucun  des  officiers  militaires,  de  justice,  ou 
de  police,  du  pays  puissent  les  y  troubler,  ni  y  inter* 
venir  de  quelque  mani^re  que  ce  soit :  Mais  les  dits 
consuls  et  vice  consuls  ne  pourront  faire  la  delivrance, 
des  successions  et  de  leur  produit  auz  beritiers  Ugi- 
times  o^  a  leurs  mandataires,  qu'apr^s  avoir  fait  ac- 
quitter  toutes  les  dettes  que  les  d^funts  auront  pu 
avoir  contractees  dans  le  pays  par  jugement,  par 
actes,  ou  par  billets  dont  P^criture  et  la  signature  set 
ront  reconnues  et  certifi^es,  par  deux  notables  n^go* 
tians  de  la  nation  des  dits  defunts,  et  dans  tous  autres 
cas  le  payement  des   dettes  ne  pourra  £tre  ordonn^ 
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qu^en  donnant,  par  le  creancier,  caution  suffisante,  et 
domiciliee  de  rendre  les  sommes  induement  pei^ues, 
principal,  inter^ts,  et  frais,  le^quelles  cautions  cepen- 
dant,  demeureront  duSment  decbargees  apr^  une  an- 
n^e  en  terns  de  pais,  et  deux  en  tems  de  guerre  ;  si 
la  demande  en*  d^harge  ne  pent  6tr6  formee  avant 
ces  d^lais  contre  les  hinders  qui  si  presenteront.     # 


ARTICLE    X. 

Les  consuls  et  vice  consuls  respectifs,  recevront  les 
declarations,  et  les  consulats  de  tous  capitaines  et 
patrons  de  leur  nation  respective,  pour  raison  d'avaries 
essuy^es  a  la  mer  par  des  voyes  d'eau  ou  jets  de  mar- 
cbandise,  m^me  lorsqu'il  y  aura  des  negotians  Stran- 
gers int^rSsses  dans  la  cargaison ;  ou  ces  capitaines 
et  patrons  remettront  dans  la  chancellerie  des  dits 
consuls  et  vice  consuls  les  consulats  quMIs  auront  faits 
dans  autres  ports  pour  les  accidens,  qui  leur  seront 
arrives  pendant  leur  voyage ;  et  dans  les  deux  cas, 
les  dits  consuls  et  vice  consuls  respectifs,  regleronl 
Pavarie  sans  delai  ^ar  des  experts,  de  leur  nation 
qu'ils  nommeront  d'office ;  et  par  des  experts  d'une 
partie  de  leur  nation  et  Pautre  d'etrangers  dans  le  cat 
ou  un  Stranger  sera  interesse  dans  la  cargaison. 

ARTICLE    XI* 

,  Dans  le  cas  ou  par  tempSte,  ou  autre  accident,  des 
vaisseaux  ou  batimens  Fran;ois  echoueront  sur  les 
c6tes  des  Etats  Unis,  et  des  vaisseaux  ou  batimens 
des  Etats  Unis  echoueront  sur  les  cMes  de  France,  le 
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consul  OQ  le  vice  codbuI  le  plus  proche  du  lieu  de  nau- 
frage  pourra  faire  tout  ce  qu'il  jugera  conveuable  tant 
pour  sauver  le  dit  vaisseau  ou  batiment,  son  charge- 
meut  et  appartenances,  que  pour  le  magazinage  et  la 
surete  des  effets  sauves  et  marchandises :  II  pourra  en 
faire  Tinventaire  sans  qu'aucun  officiers  militaires, 
des  donanes,  de  la  justice,  ou  de  la  police  du  pays 
puissent  s'y  immiscer  autrement  que  pour  faciliter  auz 
consuls,  et  vice  consuls,  capitaine  et  equipage  du  vais- 
seau  naufrag6,  ou  ^chou^,  tous  les  secours  et  faveurs 
quMIs  leur  demanderont,  soit  pour  la  c^l^rit^  et  la 
surete  du  sauvetage,  et  des  effets  sauve^,  soit  pour 
eviter  les  desordres  qui  n'accompagnent  que  trop  sou* 
vent  ces  accidents*  Pour  prevenir  m^me  toute  esp^e 
de  confiit  et  de  discussion  dans  les  dits  cas  de  naufrage, 
il  a  ete  convenu,  que  lors  qu'il  ne  se  trouvera  pas  de 
consul  ou  de  vice  consul  pour  faire  travailler  au  sau- 
vetage, ou  que  la  residence  du  dit  consul  ou  vice  con- 
sul qui  ne  se  trouvera  pas  sur  le  lieu  du  naufrage,  sera' 
plus  ^loignee  du  dit  lieu  que  celle  du  juge  territorial 
competent,  ce  dernier  j  fera  proceder  sur  le  champ 
avec  toute  celerit6,  la  surete  et  les  precautions  prescri- 
tes  par  les  loix  respectives,  sauf  au  dit  juge  territorial  a 
se  retirer ;  le  consul  ou  vice  consul  survenant,  et  a  lui 
remettre  les  procedures  par  lui  failes,  dont  le  consul 
ou  vice  consul  lui  fera  rembourser  les  frais.  Les 
marchandises  sauv6es  devront  6tre  depos^es  a  la  dou- 
ane  la  plus  procbaine  avec  Pinventaire  qui  en  aura  ete 
dresse  par  le  consul  ou  vice  consul,  ou  en  leur  absence 
parle  juge  qui  en  aura  connu  ;  pour,  les  dites  mar- 
chandises, 6tre  ensuite  d^livr^es,  apr^  le  preleve- 
ment  des  frais  et  sans  forme  de  proems  aux  prOprie-. 
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taires,  qui  munis  de  la  main  lev^e  du  consul  ou  vice 
consul  le  plus  prochain  les  rtclameront  par  eux 
m^mes  ou  par  leur  mandataires ;  soit  pour  reporter 
les  marchandises,  et  dans  ce  cas  elles  ne  payeront  au- 
cune  esp^ce  de  droit  de  sortie;  soit  pour  les  vendre 
dans  le  pays,  si  elles  n'y  sont  pas  prohib6es,  et  dans 
ce  cas,  les  dites  marchandiscs  se  trouvant  avarices  on 
leur  accordera  one  moderation  sur  les  droits  d'entree 
proportioned  au  domage  soufiert,  lequel  sera  constate 
par  le  proc^  verbal  dress^  lors  du  naufrage  et  de 
r^chouement. 


ARTICLE    XII.' 

Les  consuls  et  vice  consuls  du  roi  ti*^!  cbretieo^ 
^tablis  dans  les  Etats  Unis,  et  les  consuls  et  vice  con- 
suls des  Etats  Unis  etablis  en  France,  y  ezerceront  la 
police  sur  tons  les  batimens  de  leurs  nations  respec- 
tives  et  auront  abord  des  dits  batimens  tout  pouvoir 
et  jurisdiction  dans  toutes  les  discussions  qui  pourront 
y  survenir.  lis  auront  une  enti^re  inspection  sur  les 
dits  batimens,  leurs  equipages,  les  changemens,  et  les 
remplacemens  a  y  faire,  ainsi  que  pour  tout  ce  qui  con- 
cernera  leur  navigation,  et  ^observation  de  leurs 
loiz,  ordonnances,  r^glegnens  respeclifs.  lis  poUrront 
se  transporter  abord  des  batimens  de  leur  nation  ar- 
rivant  dans  les  ports,  havres  ou  rades  respectifs,  et  ce 
aussi  souvent  quails  le  jugeront  apropos  pour  Tacquit 
de  leur  charge  sans  qu'aucun  officiers  des  douanes,  de 
police,  ou  autres  puissent  les  en  emp^chei:.  lis  pour* 
ront  faire  arr^ter  tout  batiment  portant  le  pavilion  de 
leur  nation  respective,  le  faire  sequestrer,  et  m^me,  le 


im.}  FOBJQON  ATPAmS*  15 

renvoyer  respectivement  de  France  dans  lea  Etats  Unin 
et  des  Etata  Unis  en  France,  et  faire  arr^ter  gans  diffi- 
culty tout  capiiaine,  patron,  matelot  on  paasager  de 
leur  dite  nation  respective*  lis  pourront  r^clamer  les 
matelots,  deserteurs,  et  les  vagabonds  de  leur  nation 
respective,  les  faire  arr^ter  et  d^tenir  dans  le  (i^ays  oil 
les  renvojer  et  faire  transporter  hors  du  pays.  II 
snffira  que  les  consuls  oo  vice  consuls  respectifs,  puis- 
sent  justifier  que  ces  matelots,  d^serteurs  et  vagabonds 
de  telle  nation  quMls  puissent  ^tre  d'ailleurs,  sont  in- 
scrits,  sur  leur  registre  ou  portes  sur  le  r6le  de  P^qui- 
page,  et  Pune  ou  Pautre  de  ces  deux  pieces  ^tant  suffi- 
santes  poor  fonder  la  validity  de  la  reclamation,  de  la 
detention,  et  de  la  deportation  des  dits  matelots,  d^ser- 
teurs,  et  vagabonds,  aucun  d'iceux,  Franfois  ou  Ameri- 
cain  ne  pourra  dans  les  pays  respectifs  par  lui  m^me  ou 
par  autrui  reclamer  les  loiz  ou  Pautorit6  locale,  inter- 
disant  sur  ce  toute  connoissance  a  tous  tribunaux, 
juges  et  officiers  quelconques.  Dans  tous  ces  cas,  les 
dits  matelots,  deserteurs  et  vagabonds  seront  remis 
ainL  reclamants,  quelques  soient  leurs  engagements,  et 
ils  ne  pourront  devenir  engages,  retenus  ou  soustraits 
en  aucune  mani^re  quelconque  et  par  qui  que  ce  soit, 
oationaux  ou  Strangers  a  la  perquisition  que  les  dits 
consuls  ou  vice  consuls,  en  feront  faire  par  personnes 
autorisees  par  eux  et  cbarg^es  d'une  requisition  signee 
d'eux ;  et  pour  ^execution  d#  tontes  les  dispositions 
ce  dessus  les  gouverneurs,  commandfRTs,  chefs  de  la 
justice,  les  corps  des  tribunaux  ou  autres  officiers  des 
pays  respectifs  y  ayant  autorite,  seront  tenus  et  obli* 
ges  de  prater  main  forte  aux  consuls  et  vice  consuk  re* 
spectifs  et  sur  une  simple  requisition  signee  d'eux  sauf 
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i  bite  arr^ter^  d^tenir  et  garder  dans  les  prisons  a  la 
disposition  et  aux  frais  des  dits  consuls  et  vice  consuls, 
les  matelotSi  d6serteurs,  et  les  vagabonds  r^clam^s 
jusqu'ice  qu'ilsayent  occasion  de  les  faire  embarquer 
et  sortir  da  pays.  Et  si  les  dits  matelotSi  deserteurt^ 
et  vagabonds  dans  la  vue  d'eluder  leur  renvoi  alii* 
guaient  quMIs  veulent  retourner  i  leur  patrie  pour  de- 
venir  sujets  de  S.  M.  T«  C*  ou  des  Etas  Unis,  respec* 
tivement,  on  n'aura  aucun  ^gard  &  cette  assertion. 

ARTICLE    XIII. 

Dans  les  cas  ou  les  sujets  respectifs  auront  commis 
quelque  crime  centre  quelqu'un  des  habitans  du  pays, 
qui  nitrite  punition  ezemplair,  eils  seront  justiciables 
des  juges  du  pays. 

ARTICLE   XIV. 

Les  consuls  et  vice  cousuls  du  roi  T.  C.  dtablis 
dans  les  Etats  Unis,  et  les  consuls  et  vice  consuls  des 
Etats  Uftis  dtablis  en  France,  y  connoitront,  a  I'ex- 
elusion  des  tribunaux  du  pays,  de  tous  les  difierens  et 
proc^,  qui  pourront  naitre  a  terre  entre  les  capitaines, 
patrons,  Equipages,  passagers  et  commer^ans  de  leur 
nation  respective.  lis  les  accorderont  amiablement 
ou  les  jugeront  somtAirement,  et  sans  frais,  pour 
Pappel  de  leur  jugemens  ^tre  porte  respectivement  aux 
tribunaux  de  France  et  des  Etats  Unis,  qui  jugent  en 
dernier  ressort,  et  qui  devront  en  connottre.  lis  ex* 
erceront  ces  fonctions  de  justice,  privee,  ou  de  police 
necessaire  sans  qu^aucun  des  officiers  militaires,  de 
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justice  on  de  police  du  pays,  puissent  s'y  imojiscer  et 
y  intervenir  en  aucune  mani^re.    Dans  tous  les  cas  ou 
il  surviendra  aussi  eotre  les  negotians  Francois  demeu- 
raat  en  Frcoce,  et  leur  compatriotes  ^tabUs  sous  la 
protection  du  roi  tr^s  cbrttien  dans  les  Etats  Unis,  dea 
diffireas  procte  pour  raisoa  de  leur  commerce,  ainsi 
qa'il    en  stir?iendra  de  m^ine   entre    les   negotians 
Americans  domicilii  dans  les  Etats  Unis,  el  ieurs  com- 
patriotes etablSs  sons  la   protection   des  Etats  Unii 
dans  le  royuame  de  France,  pareiliement  pour  raisoo 
de  leur  commerce,  les  dits  diffi^ens  et  proems  aeront 
instruits  et  juges,  sommairement  et  sans  frais,  entre 
eux,  chacun  par  le  consul  ou  vice  consul  de  leur  na- 
tion respective  et  les  appels  du  jugement  portes  auz 
tribonaut  respecttfs  qui  jtigent  en  dernier  ressortf  ^it 
en  France,  soit  dans  les  Etats  Unis.     A  Pegard  des 
aiiCres  difiereas  et  proc^,  qui  pourront  naitre  entre 
ka  sujets  di»  ro^  T.  C*  et  cent  des  Elats  Urns,  dans  les 
etslts  rcfspeetifiiy  soit  coumie  demandeurs,  aoit  oomme 
d^fendeur^,  les  uns  envers  les  autres  tant  a  I'eccasion 
des  foumitures,  marches,  tfaic,  qo'ils  feront  ensem- 
bles, et  des  soldes  qui  en  resulteront,  que  d^  letlres 
de  change,  assuranoet,  avaries,  feilifies  et  de  toutes 
aatrea  causes  civiles,  et  ^imi nelles,  relatives  au  com- 
Bvarce,  its  seroot  portes  dans  le  pays  devant  les  tribu- 
nwBOL  qu0  devront  en  connoitre  en  premiere  instance  et 
par^  appel,  sans  que  sons  aucune  pr^tezte  )es  consub 
et  vice  Consuls  respectifs  poiesent  s'y  immtscer  en 
aucune  mani^cc. 
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ARTICLE    ZV* 

L'utilite  generate  du  commerce  ayant  fait  tablir  en 
France  des  tribunaux  et  des  formes  particuliires  pour 
accelerer  la  decision  des  affaires  de  commerce,  les  ne- 
gotians  Americains  jouiront  du  benefice  de  ces  etab- 
lissemens  en  France,  etles  Etats  Unis  procareront 
-  des  avantages  equivalents  et  coincidents  avec  ces  tri- 
banaox  et  ces  formes  en  faveur  des  negotians  Franfois 
dans  les  affaires  de  m^me  nature. 

ARTICLE    XVI. 

Les  sujets  du  roi  tr^s  cbretien,  et  ceuz  des  Etats 
Unis^  qui  justifieront  atre  du  corps  de  la  nation  re* 
spective,  le  certificat  du  consul  ou  vice  consul  du  dis- 
trict faisant  mention  de  leurs  noms,  sumoms,  et  da 
lieu  de  leur  etablissement  comme  inscrits  dans  les 
registres  du  consulat,  ne  pourront  perdre  pour  telle 
cause  que  ce  soit  dans  lea  domaines  et  etats  respectifs, 
la  qualite  de  sujets  du  pays  dont  ils  sont  originaires, 
conformement  a  Particle  11  du  traite  d^amilie  et  de 
commerce  du  6  Fevrier  1778,.dont  le  present  article 
servira  d'interpr^tation  en  cas  de  besoin ;  et  les  dits 
sujets  respectifs  jOuiront,  en  consequence,  de  Fexemp- 
tion  de  toi:rs  services  personnels  dans  le  lieu  de  leur 
etablissement,  et  en  outre,  its  ne  pourront  y  6tre  assu- 
jettis  a  aucunc  taxe  relative  i  Pindustrie. 

i 
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ARTICLE   XVII. 


Toutes  let  stipulations  ci  dessus  foDdeei  sur  une 
exacte  reciprocite,  senriront  dor^Davant  de  regies, 
fixes,  et  invariables  poor  tous  les  objets,  sur  lesquels 
eUes  portent;  mais  si  quelque  autre  nation  conserve 
ou  acquiert  a  tel  titre  que  ce  soit,  ou  en  vertu  d'une 
convention  quelconque,  un  traitement  plus  favorable 
soit  en  France,  soit  dans  les  Etats  Unis,  relativement 
aux  consuls,  vice  consuls  et  agens,  et  ^  leur  pre-emi- 
nences, pouvoirs,  autorit^  et  privileges,  les  consuls, 
vice  consuls  et  agens  du  roi  trds  chr^tien  dans  les 
Etats  Unis,  et  les  consuls,*  vice  consuls  et  agens  des 
Etats  Unis  en  France,  y  participeront  aux  termes 
stipules  par  Particle  11  du  dit  traits  d'amiti^  et  de 
commerce  conclu  entre  le  roi  iris  Chretien  et  les  Etats 
Unis. 


ARTICLE    XVIIU 

Les  ratifications  de  la  presente  convention,  seront 
donnees  en  bonne  forme  e(  echangees  de  part  et  d'au- 
tre  dans  Pespace  de  six  mois,  ou  plutdt  si  faire  se 
peut. 

En  foy  de  quoi,  &c. 
Conforme  i  Poriginal  reste  par  devers  nous. 

LE  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

A  Philadelphie  le  34  Juillet,  1781. 
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JULY,  88,  1781. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  from  the  honourable 
the  minister  pleoipoteutiary  of  France,  aad  the  plan  of 
a  convention  for  regulating  the  powers  and  privileges 
of  consuls,  vice  conaqls  and  agents,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three. 

The  members— ^Mn  Raodolph,  Mr.  Vandyke  and 
Mr.  Ellsworth. 

AUGUST  19,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
from  the  honourable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  together  with  the  plan  of  a  convention  be- 
tween the  most  christian  king  and  the^  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  and  fixing  the  functions 
and  prerogatives  of  their  respective  consuls,  vice  con- 
suls and  agents,  delivered  a  report,  which  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted ;  and,that  the  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  confer  with  the  minister  of 
France  upon  the  plan  of  a  convention  for  determin- 
ing and  fixing  the  functions  and  prerogatives  of  con- 
suls, &c.  and  report  to  Congress  the  precise  explana- 
tion which  shall  be  given  to  them,  as  well  as  a  plan 
of  convention  adapted  to  the  subject  and  circumstan- 
ces of  America. 
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AUGUST  23,  1781. 

A  memorial  from  the  honourable  the  minifter  of 
France  was  read* 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  proposed  convention  for  determining  and  iBzing  the 
fonctions  and  prerogatires  of  consuls,  &c. 

AUGUST  28,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  reconftnitted  the  plan 
of  a  convention  for  determining  and  fixing  the  func- 
tions, and  prerogatives  of  consuls,  &c.  delivered  in  a 
report. 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  the 
consideration  thereof. 


AUGUST  31,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  honourable  the  minister  of  France  of  the  23d, 
informing  that  the  situation  of  afiairs  requires  that 
M.  Ddl^  Etombe,  consul  general  of  France  in  the  four 
New  England  states,  should  immediately  repair  to  the 
place  of  his  destination,  delivered  a  report :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  that  upon  M.  D^P  Etombe's  presenting 
to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  his  com- 
mission as  consul  general  of  France,  an  act^e  there- 
upon passed  recognizing  him  in  his  proper  character. 
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That  upon  the  deliyery  thereof  the  ex^qiMturj  or  a 
publick  notification  of  the  quality  of  M.  D^i'  Etombe, 
shall  issue  from  the  supreme  executive  authority,  with* 
out  fee  or  perquisite  of  office. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  ratification  of  sonie  conven- 
tion respecting  consular  power,  between  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty  and  the  United  States,  the  same  mode  of 
recognition  be  observed. 

SEPTEMBER  3,  1781. 

A  letter  from  his  most  christian  majesty,  received 
by  the  honourable  John  Laurens,  was  read. 

Ordered,  Tha^  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

The  members — Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr. 
Mathews. 

A  letter  o(  the  2d,  from  the  honourable  John  Lau- 
rens,  was  read,  with  sundry  papers  containing  an  ac- 
count of  the  negotiation  with  which  he  was  intrusted 
by  the  commission  of  the  23d  of  December,  1780. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  foregoing 
committee. 

SEPTEMBER  5,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  honourable  John  Laurens,  special  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  delivered  in 
a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  lieutenant  colonel  J. 
Laurens,  in  his  mission  to  the  court  of  Versailles  as 
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special  mioister  of  the  (Jaited  States,  is  bighly  agreea- 
ble to  Congress,  and  entitles  him  to  publick  appro- 
bation. 

Resolved,  That » lieutenant  colonel  John  Laurens 
have  leave  to  join  the  army,  agreeably  to  bis  request. 

SEPTEMBER  7,  1781. 

A  memorial  from  the  honourable  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  France  was  read,  enclosing  a  commission 
of  the  sieur  Philip  Joseph  Del'  Etombe,  consul  general 
of  France  in  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  commission  be  registered ; 
and  that  the  act  of  recognition  be  in  the  words  follow- 
ing: 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  it  is 
hereby  made  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
full  credence  and  respect  are  to  be  paid  to  Philip  Jo- 
seph DAP  Etombe,  as  consul  general  of  France  for  the 
states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  and  Connecticut,  which 
states  are  called  upon,  respectively,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  delegated  by  the  confederation  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  furnish  the  said  M* 
P^P  Etombe  with  their  exequatur  or  notification  of  his 
quality,  delivering  one  copy  thereof  to  the  said  M. 
D^V  Etombe,.  and  causing  anothe^  to  be  published  in 
one  or  more  gazettes. 
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Dona  at  Phflftdelplm,  this  gercnth  day  of  Septem* 
ber^  in  the  year  of  o>yr  Lord,  1781,  and  in  tbe 
sixth  year  of  our  independence*  By  the  Unkedf 
States  in  Congress  assembled. 

Signed,        THOMAS  M'KEAN,  President. 
Attest. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary* 

Resolved,  That  the  President  inform  the  supreme 
executive  power  of  the  states  aforesaid,  that  Congress 
reconunend  the  following  form  of  the  exequatur^  to 
wit: 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern*  The  sieur  Philip  Jo- 
seph IHV  Etombe,  having  been  recognised  by  the 
United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  as  consul  gene- 
ral of  France  in  the  state  (or  commonwealth)  afore- 
said, it  is  hereby  declared  iha^i  the  privileges,  pre-emi- 
nence and  authority  belonging  to  such  character  and 
quality  are  due  to  him* 

SEPTEMBER  10,  1781. 

A  memorial  from  the  honourable  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  France  was  read,  enclosing  a  commis- 
sion from  his  most  christian  majesty,  appointing  the 
sieur  John  Holker,  consul  general  in  the^  states  of  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware : 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  commission  be  registered, 
and  an  act  of  recognition  issued  thereupon* 
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SEPTEMBER  14,  1781. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  second^  by  Mr.  Sber-* 
nan, 

Resolved,  That  until  the  ratification  of  some  conven* 
tion  between  his  most  christian  majesty  and  the  United 
States,  concerning  T\t^  consDiar  power,  every  vice 
consul  of  bis  most  christian  majesty  shall,  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  consul  appointing  him  to  the  supreme 
executive  power  of  the  state  to  which  he  may  be 
sent,  receive  the  exe(}uatur  in  like  form  with  the  exe- 
quatur delivered  to  a  consul,  mutatis  mutandis  ;  and 
thereupon  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  with 
respect  to  publication. 

SEPTEMBER  19,  1781. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  in  a  memo- 
rial dated  the  18tb,  informs  Congress,  ^that  he  has 
'^  received  despatches  from  his  court,  containing  im- 
*^  portant  details  touching  the  communications  that 
^^  have  taken  pl^ce  between  the  belligerent  powers  and 
*^  the  mediators  ;^'  and  desires  '^  that  Congress  would 
<<  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  committee  to  whom  he  may 
^'  impart  them,  and  with  whom  he  may  confer  on  the 
<<  present  situation  of  affairs.  That  he  has  also  re- 
"  ceived  orders  from  his  court,  relative  to  the  advan- 
^'  ces  made  on  account  of  the  thirteen  United  States, 
^'  and  respecting  their  finances,  which  he  will  have 
'^  the  honour  to  communj^ate  to  Congress  through  the 
^^  medium  of  a  comAittee||l^  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  letter  from  his  most  christian  majesty, 
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and  that  the  committee  confer  with  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  France,  and  receive  the  communications 
he  has  to  make. 

The  members  added — Mr.  Boudinot  and  Mr.  Sher- 
man. 

SEPTEMBER  2t,  1781. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duanc,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, Mr.  Mathews,  Mr.  Boudinot  and  Mr.  Sherman, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  honourable 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  FrancCi  dated  the  18th, 
requesting  a  conference,  report. 

That  they  have  this  day  held  a  conference  with  the 
said  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  received  the  follow- 
ing communications  contained  in  sundry  despatches 
from  count  de  Yergennes,  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
u>  his  most  christian  majesty,  vit. 

From  a  letter  of  19/A  April.  That  count  de  Ver- 
gennes  had  transmitted  to  the  minister  the  details  re* 
spectrng  the  proposed  mediation  of  the  courts  of  Vien- 
na and  Petersburg.— >(The  minister  observed,  that  this 
had  already  been  communicated  to  Congress  through  a 
committee.  He  repeated,  for  our  recollection,  that 
the  acceptance  on  the  part  of  France  of  the  proposed 
mediation  depended  entirely,  at  that  time,  on  the  con- 
currence of  the  United  States;  and  that  with  respect 
to  Spain,  its  conduct  would  be  determined  by  the  dis- 
solution of  the  negoliatioiyulb  Mr.  Cumberland.  That 
the  court  of  Spain  had  iflflRnedlhe  court  of  London, 
on  the  first  proposal  of  the  mediation  of  the  imperial 
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courts,  that  as  a  flirect  negotiation  with  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  was  o{>ened  through  Mr*  Cumberland,  a 
mediation  was  unn^ecessary.) — That  afiairs-  siilce  that 
time  had'iak^n  a  Aiflferent  (urn.  ^r.  JCumberland  has- 
been  recalled ;  aiild  the  catholick  king,  being  now  en- 
tirely  at  liberty,  has  accepted  the  ihediation  of  the  twa 
imperial  courts.  That  the  king,  dur  ally,  had  done 
the  same;  but  that  both  kings  had 'dechired  at  the 
same  time  tb  tbef-  two  mediators,  4bat  Uie  mediation 
could  not  possibly  have  any  activity  without  previous-^ 
ly  establishing  some  fundamental  preliminaries.  '  Of 
this  observation  the  two  mediating  courts  had  already 
feh  the  propriety*  •  That  FVance  was  then  (viz.  1 9th 
April)  expecting  ihe  effect  Which  this  comimunication' 
would  produce  on  the  court  of  London.  That  the  first 
question  proposed  by  France,  related  to  the  admission 
of  an  Afhtrican  ptehipoiehtiaty  ;  and  that  the  objiect 
of  the  second  was  \6  know,  upon  what  footing  iht  king 
of  Englitnd  intended  to  treat  mth  the-  United  States, 
The  court  of  France,  not  knowing  thaft  the  United 
States  had  agreed  to  accept  the  mediation,  again  in- 
vite us  to  h^'rK'Z'^^  minister  here  observed  that  Con- 
gress would  judge  by  the  questions  proposed  to  the 
mediating  powei*s,  by  the  king  his  master,  of  the  prm^ 
ciples  by  which  his  majesty  was  actuated  with  respect 
to  the  United  Stirtes.  He  assui^ed  us  that  his  majesty 
la  invariably  resolved  to  aUde  by  those  prmciples, 
and  Will  enter  iiifo  no  negotiatiorf  whatever  before  he 
shall  receive  a  saitisfactory  sdufioo  to  those  two  quev* 
tions.  He  added,  that  the  French  ministry  trusted  that 
th»  conduct  would  more  and  more  convincetfae  United 
States,  awd  wotild  cause  them  to  imttate  the  exanaple 
of  the  king,  and  to  fe^l  that  their  honour  and  their  in^ 
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«terest  call  fpr,  t|ieir  constant  at^c^i^efit^  their  fnend- 
ihip, ,  and  unr^erved  confidence  tpw^i^s  him.)— *Tbe 
count  de  Verg^nnejs  observea,  that  j^jis.plaii;^  from  these 
circumstanpesi  t^at  the  negptiatioii;  (o^  peace  wiil  be 
Ml  of  difficulties,  and  that  it  yriU .  probably  be  Aeces* 
sary,  in  pr.etens^^ps  as  well  a^  proceedings,  to  be  very 
cautioifs,  ^nd  to.  a^j^.  so  as  to  feqi^ove  thoi.^  difficultiest 
and  Civery  th(ing  which  mig^t  .increase; jlhe^. acrimony  to 
which  the  Cnglisbi  plei^ipptenUai^i^  m^iy  ,be  naturally 
inclined. 

From  anofher  Utter  of  the  $cme  date^  Tl^t  wbep 
this  letter  was  written,  the .cpurthad  feceiyed  ioforomii 
tion  of  the  sentime^t^  of  the  court  of  hoji^on  yfiih  rer 
spect  (o  the  United  l^tates.  The  count  de  Verjgppnes 
mentions,  that  in  tjbe^pt  by  which  th€{  court  of  jiiondon 
accepts  th^  mediation  of  Russia,  and.  requests  the  mle^ 
di;ittion  of  the  emperor,  she  declares  Jlh%t  she  is  ready 
to  make  peace,  fls  icon  as  the  leag^  bett^en  Frmte 
and  her  revolted  subjects  should  be  4issofve4*  That  tjbifi 
pretension  had  met  from  the  court  of  Franf  e  Ijhe  con-* 
tempt  which ,  it  deserved.  She  joo  her  part  has  de? 
dared,  that  if  this^ropositioa  co^ntained  thf  last  deter* 
mination  of  Engl^^nd,  ^t  woulc)  jbe  in  vain  to  think  of 
peace;  and  she  has  desired  the  English  p^inistry  to 
give  a  positive  ai^swer  on  the  two  quesftions  above<* 
meptioned.  That  this  declaration  Jhad  be^  e;!Eacitly 
transmitted  by  the^cpurt  of  Vieni^ia  to  that  of  London ; 
and  the  result  p{^\i^  answer  made  by  that  ppurt  tq  the 
imperial  maje^y  i^,  "  That  in  all,  poi^s  i^  b^  'agilate4 
^^  in  a  future  p9ng9;esst  England  will  i^ehave  ^itf^  great 
^^  equity  an4  ^pi^^sfiension;  ^but  the  ^tq^itj^pmop  9/  hPK 
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*^  rebd  subjects  in  America  must  be  pre-established,  an4 
^  that  this  matter  must  be  lefi  entirely  to  the  care  of 
^*  Great  Britain.^^  That  it  is  easily  to  be  perceived* 
that  while  things  remaip  in  this  situation  there  can  be 
no  possibility  of  a  mediation  or  peace.  The  count  de 
Vergennes  remarks,  that  Congress  will  be  finally  con- 
vinced that  it  is  only  by  arms  and  the  most  vigoroui 
exertions  that  our  independence  can  be  extorted  from 
the  court  of  London,  and  not  at  all  by  negotiation  or 
persuasion.  That  the  court  o^  Fpnce  will  transmit  to 
the  court  of  Vienna  the  sentiments  of  the  king  on  th^ 
British  answer.  That  if  these  sentiments  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  court  of  London  without  any  commen- 
tary, it  is  probable  they  would  make  but  a  slight  im- 
pression  :  but  it  may  be  hoped  from  the  justice  of  his 
imperial  majesty  that  they  will  be  supported  by  such 
reflections  as  to  make  a  greater  impression  on  the  Bri- 
tish court :  although  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  the 
Austrian  court  will  fully  enter  into  the  views  of  I)is 
most  cl^ristian  majesty,  until  the  matter  shall  be  more 
perfectly  explained.  The  count  nevertheless  urges 
the  necessity  of  sending  forward  proper  instructions 
and  powers  for  the  mediation. 

From  a  letter  of  the  1 1th  of  Jlfoy.  That  the  affair 
of  the  mediation  has  made  no  progress  ;  and  that  it  is 
vei^  probable  that  the  mediators  will  not  be  soon 
enabled  to  begin  the  negotiation.  That  the  admission 
of  an  American  plenipotentiary  presents. the  greatest 
difficulties :  that  the  count  however  will  take  every 
measure  in  his  power  to  have  this,  udmis^ion  decided 
ia  &vour  of  the  United  States  befqr<^  the  regular  open-: 
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ing  of  the  mediatioD.  The  count  urges  the  chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne  to  observe  to  Congress,  that  the  best 
manner  of  removing  these  obstacles  would  be  a  decisive 
victory  gained  by  the  United  States  in  the  present 
campaign. 

From  a  tetter  qf  Tlth  of  July.  Count  de  Vergennes 
observes  on  an  opinion  which  prevailed  in  America 
respecting  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  powers  of 
Europe  towards  the  United  States,  that  as  yet  not  one 
court  had  taken  the  least  step  which  manifests  their 
disposition  towards  the  United  Stales.  That  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Petersburg,  having  assumed  the 
character  of  mediators,  cannot  be  too  reserved.  For 
by  a  different  conduct  they  would  become  obnoxious 
to  one  or  other  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  lose  -the 
important  and  glorious  pac^  with  which  they  are  in- 
trusted. That  it  results  from  these  observations,  that 
the  United  States  ought  to  look  upon  themselves  as 
being  still  separated  from  all  other  powers  ;  and  that 
they  have  but  one  professed  friend,  which  is  France; 
and  that  the  United  States  ought  to  rely  principally 
upon  their  own  resources.  The  count  de  Vergennes 
observes,  that  be  has  talked  circumstantially  with  Mr. 
Adams  on  these  subjects,  who  appeared  to  be  satisfied 
with  what  had  been  done  in  favour  of  his  country. 
That  he  had  communicated  to  Mr.  Adams  the  prelimi- 
nary overtures  made  by  the  two  imperial  courts,  as 
well  as  the  intended  answer  of  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty. That  the  great  or  only  difficulty  concerns 
America.  That  France  will  do  all  in  her  power  to  re- 
move that  obstacle,  upon  which  depends  the  activity 
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or  the  medkUion.  That  at  soon  as  it  shall  be  remoT* 
ed,  or  proved  to  be  umunnountable,  proper  inttruc- 
tions  will  be  forwarded  to  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne, 
concerning  (he.  conduct  which  the  state  of  affairs 
will  require  from  Congress.  That  the  court  of  France 
bad  received,  with  great  satisfaction,  information  that 
Congress  were  disposed  to  trust  their  interest  to  the 
two  mediating  powers.  The  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 
is  directed  to  inform  Congress  that  no  use  shall  be 
made  of  this  disposition,  in  the  present  state  of  af- 
fairs; and  that  it  shall  be  communicated  only  when  it 
can  be  done  consistently  with  ^he  dignity  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Fromj^  leiUr  of  the  ]9<A  of  April.  That  Mr. 
Dana  has  communicated  to  count  de  Vergennes  his ' 
appointment,  and  requested  his  advice  concerning  the 
conduct  which  circumstances  demanded  on  his  part. 
That  it  gave  the  count  great  pleasure  to  observe  this 
proof  of  the  confidence  which  Congress  and  their 
ministers  reposed  in  the  friendship  and  advice  of  his 
court.  That  the  count  informed  Mr.  Dana,  that  he 
would  run  the  risk  of  exposing  his  person,  and  the 
dignity  of  the  United  States,  if  he  assumed  any  cha- 
racter whatsoever  in  Russia,  while  the  empress  had 
not  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  United 
States,  and  expected  to  act  the  part  of  a  mediatrix, 
which  demanded  the  most  perfect  impartiality.  That 
Mr.  Dana  felt  the  propriety  of  the  observation ;  and 
proposed  to  the  count  that  he  shoukl  appear  in  Russia 
in  the  character  of  a  common  traveller,  keep  his  com- 
mission a  secret,  and  avoid  with  the  greatest  care  to 
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Russiad  jedioistry.  Tbat  the  count  fully  approved  of 
this  prudent  scheme ;  and  appirixed  Mr«  Dana  of  all 
the  difficulties  he  woufld  meet  with.  He  had  him  re- 
commended to  the  marquis  de  Verac,  envoy  eitraordr* 
nary  at  the  court  of  Petersburg ;  and  the  chevalier  de 
la  Luzerne  is  directed  to  assure  Congress  that  the 
marquis  de  Verac  would  do  all  in  his  power  for  Mr* 
Dana^s  best  reception,  and  with  pleasure  assist  him 
with  his  counsels  as  often  as  he  should  have  recourse 
to  them.  That  the  marquis  de  Verac  had  communi- 
cated to  the  Russian  ministry  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress concerning  the  principle  of  the  declaration  made 
by  the  empress  of  Russia  to  the  belligerent  powers. 
That  this  envoy  informs  the  count  de  Vergennes,  that 
the  contents  of  this  resolution  bad  afforded  great  sa- 
tisfaction to  count  Panin,  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
who  intended  to  submit  it  without  delay  to  the  perusal 
of  the  empress.  That  the  marquis  de  Verac  did  not 
doubt  but  that  she  would  be  pleased  with  the  readiness 
of  Congress  to  adopt  that  principle ;  and  that  corres- 
pondent resolutions  will  have  been  taken  respecting 
the  navigation  of  the  neutrals. 

From  a  leiter  of  the  29ih  of  June.  That  the  ac- 
cession of  the  state  of  Maryland  to  the  general  confe- 
deration, in  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  France,  pre- 
sents very  great  advantages;  among  which  is  this, 
that  Congress,  having  at  last  acquired  that  power 
which  the  act  of  confederation  has  assigned  them,  it 
is  to  be  expected  that  their  orders  will  be  fully  and  ex- 
actly executed,  and  that  they  will  take  advantage  of 
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the  reaotirces  of  their  country  to  give  to  American 
patriotisin  new  energy.  The  roiniftler  is  directed  to 
inform  Congress  of  the  satisfaction  the  king  has  re- 
ceived on  that  acooht,  and  to  tell  them,  at  the  same 
time,  that  there  is  the  most  pressing  necessity  to  take 
more  effectual  measures  than  heretofore  to  drive  the 
British  out  of  this  continent.  It  is  thought  needless 
to  enter  into  details  aboul  the  circumstances  which 
render  this  measure  necessary.  The  king  entreats  the 
United  States,  as  hisfriends^  not  to  lose  a  moment  in 
acting  as  vigorously  as  possible  against  the  common 
enemy.  That  Congress  cannot  be  particularly  ac- 
quainted with  the  different  burdens  which  France  has 
upon  her  hands.  She  wishes  to  be  in  a  situation  to 
continue  as  effectual  assistance  to  the  United  States  as 
at  this  moment ;  but  future  events  may  happen  in  a 
manner  different  from  what  we  may  expect,  though 
nothing  can  change  her  unalterable  resolution  to  sup- 
port the  independence  of  her  ally.  The  count  de 
Vergennes  observes,  that  he  shall  not  speak  any  more 
of  the  non  arrival  of  the  second  division,  having  rea- 
son to  believe  from  the  orders  given  to  count  de  Grasse, 
that  the  delay  will  be  judged  of  greater  utility  to  the 
United  States  than  if  the  announced  reinforcement 
had  been  sent  in  the  time  expected.  He  adds,  that  the 
chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  had  been  already  informed  of 
the  causes  which  had  prevented  a  compliance  with  the 
expectation  which  he  had  been  authorized  to  give. 

From  o  Utter  of  the  l\th  of  May.  That  the  count 
de  Vergennes  had  been  informed  by  the  duke  de  la 
Vauguyon,  ambassador  to    the  United  Provinces,  of 
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the  intention  of  Mr.  Adams  to  display  his  character 
^  a  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Holland.  That 
the  duke  gave  him  no  assistance  on  that  occasion, 
knowing  the  application  would  have  no  favourable 
issue.  The  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  is  directed  to 
inform  confidentially  a  committee,  or  Congress  them- 
selves, of  these  circumstances,  in  order  that  they  may 
transmit  to  their  said  minister  plenipotentiary  such 
instructions  .as  they  may  think  proper.  France  is  too 
much  interested  in  the  fate  of  the  United  States  not 
to  give  them  such  counsels  as  would  have  for  a  prin- 
cipal object  their  advantage  and  their  dignity. 

SEPTEMBER  24,  1781. 

The  same  committee  reported :  That  since  the  com- 
munication which  th^y  laid  before  Congress  on  the 
21st,  they  resumed  the  conference  with  the  said  mi- 
nister; and  that  the  substance  ot  the  further  communi- 
caiion  is  as  follows,  viz. 

From  a  letter  of  the  \9th  Aprils  1781.  That  count 
de  Vergennes  remarks,  that  on  the  application  of 
chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  and  his  representation  of  the 
distresses  of  the  United  States,  measures  had  been 
taken  for  our  aid  when  colonel  Laurens  arrived.  That 
it  being  impossible  for  the  king  to  comply  with  all  co- 
lonel Laurens's  demands,  he  took  the  resolution  to  offer 
his  guaranty  for  ten  millions  of  livres  tournois,  to  be 
borrowed  in  Holland,  for  account  of  the  United  States. 
That  the  king  was  sensible  of  the  wants  and  distresses 
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of  Congress,  and  wished  to  relieve  them ;  but  that  it 
ought  to  be  considered,  that  the  French  squadron  ani) 
troops  are  in  America  for  our  iaioiediale  assistances 
That  count  de  Grasse^s  expedition  to  Anoerica  wilt 
occasion  great  expense  ; — and  that  all  those  things 
collected  together  would  go  far  beyond  even  the  ex- 
pectation of  Congress.  That  the  most  essential  tnan^ 
ner  of  showing  the  gratitude  of  the  United  Slates  would 
be  by  making  all  the  exertions  in  their  power  to  co- 
operate in  a  glorious  and  effectual  manner  with  the 
king's  forces  for  their  own  speedy  deKveraace.  The 
coui\t  de  Vergennes  observes,  that'  a  part  of  the  six 
millions  of  livres  would  be  employed  in  purchasing 
the  different  articles  contained  in  a  list  delivered  by 
Mr.  Laurens.  That  three  millions  would  be  given  by 
instalments  to  Dr.  Franklin,  for  the  paymentof  bills  o( 
exchange  drawn  by  Congress.  That  a  fourth  million 
would  be  reserved  for  unforeseen  emergencies,  and 
particularly  to  pay  for  the  supplies  embarked  on  the 
ship  La  Fayette.  That  count  dc  Vergennes  bad  been 
Dr.  Franklin's  security  for  a  part  of  those  supplies, 
amounting  to  4 1 7,000  li vres.  Thaf  he  is  unacquainted 
with  the  measures  which  had  been  taken  to  effectuate 
the  loan  often  millions  in  Holland,  that  affair  being  in 
the  province  of  Mr.  Neckar,  who  probably  would  set- 
tle that  matter  with  Mr.  Laurens,  or  with  Mr.  Adams, 
who  at  that  time  was  still  in  Holland  to  fill  up  a  loan 
of  a  million  florins,  which  he  had  opened  several 
months  before. 

From  a  Utter  of  WthMay.     That  count  de  Ver- 
gennes informs  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  that  or- 
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ders  had  been  gi? en  by  the  king  to  have  the  loan  of 
ten  millions  on  account  of  the  United  States  negotiate 
ed  e  that  the  dake  de  laVaoguyon  had  received  orders 
Co  propose  it  to  the  states  of  Holland ;  but  met  with  in- 
superable difficulties,  not  only  because  the  United  States 
had  no  credit  in  Holland^  but  also  because  that  province 
was  afraid  of  exposing  itself;  and  that  indeed  granting 
a  loan  to  the  United  States  would  be  the  same  thing 
as  countenancing  their  independence,  which  would  be 
contrary  to  the  obligations  entered  into  by  the  repub- 
lick  with  the  neutral  powers :  that  in  order  to  remove 
this  difficulty,  the  king  had  presented  himself  as  a  prin- 
cipal borrower,  and  as  being  alone  accountable  for  the 
sums  which  were  to  be  furnished.  The  count  adds, 
that  he  thinks  these  proceedings  need  no  commentary  ; 
and  that  a  mere  exposition  of  them  will  be  sufficient 
to  excite  the  gratitude  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
engage  them  at  last  to  make  all  the  exertions  in  their 
power.  The  count  flatters  himself  that  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  by  his  court  will  enable  Con- 
gress to  put  their  finances  in  the  best  order.  That  the 
chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  had  often  written  to  him,  that 
the  most  certain  way  to  effectuate  so  happy  an  event 
would  be  to  put  Congress  for  a  while  out  of  their  dis- 
tressing situation,  and  to  enable  them,  by  an  external 
relief,  to  take  internal  measures  without  precipitation, 
and  with  solidity.  That  these  considerations  deter- 
mined the  king ;  and  that  from  affection  he  has  done 
more  for  his  ally  than  mere  prudence  would,  perhaps, 
have  suggested  to  him.  That  the  council  of  th^  king 
have  no  doubt  but  this  resolution  will  be  productive 
of  the  good  effects  which  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 


I7B1.1  FORSION  AFFAIR6.  91 

had  annoonced.  The  count  exhorU  Coogrets  to  take 
hold  of  the  present  circumstancet  for  the  common 
advantage.  He  thinks  it  his  duty  freely  and  openly 
to  declare,  that  the  moment  is  come ;  not  to  spend  the 
time  in  expectation,  deliberation,  and  useless  exhor- 
tations: that  though  he  would  wish  to  avoid  every 
disagreeable  intimation,  friendship  and  common  inte- 
rest oblige  France  to  speak  without  reserve  and  with 
perfect  sincerity :  that  the  king  has  done  on  this  occa- 
sion what  he  can  do  no  more :  that  Congress,  if  well 
informed  of  the  situation  df  his  majesty's  affairs,  would 
be  sensible  that  an  exertion  like  the  present  cannot  be 
repeiated ;  and  that  the  court  would  feel  the  deepest 
concern,  if  it  was  under  the  disagreeable  but  indispen- 
sable necessity  of  refusing  the  demands  of  an  ally 
whose  cause  is  now  become  his  own. 

From  a  letter  of  the  14th  of  May.  That  count  de 
Vergennes  observes,  that  colonel  Laurens  had  taken 
leave  of  the  king,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  success  of  his  mission,  although  he  had  not 
obtained  all  that  he  demanded.  That  the  court  of 
France  hopes  these  demands  will  not  be  renewed; 
for  how  disagreeable  soever  to  refuse  allies  whom  the 
king  sincerely  loves,  necessity  would  oblige  him  to» 
reject  pecuniary  demands  of  any  kind  whatsoever. 

From  a  letter  of  27lh  July.  That  the  chevalier  de 
la  Luzerne  observed,  that  in  March  last  he  informed 
Congress  that  the  court  no  longer  pay  the  bills  drawn 
upon  France  ;  upon  which  declaration  he  believes 
Congress  stopped  all  drafts  on  Dr.  Franklin :   that 
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be  informed  the  court  of  that  resolution  of  Congress* 
The  court  in  the  mean  time  had  resolved  to  grant  a 
subsidy. of  six  millions,  to  be  employed  in  purchasing 
arms,  ammunition  and  clothing  to  be  sent  from  France 
to  the  United  States ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  sum  to 
be  employed  in  paying  the  drafts  of  Congress  or 
any  person  they  might  appoint.  Mr.  Morris  being 
appointed  superintendent,  the  minister,  according  to 
his  instructions,  authorized  him  to  draw  for  half  a  mil- 
lion of  livres,  and  informed  Mr.  Neckar  of  this  mea* 
sure ;  accordingly  funds  were  prepared  for  a  regular 
payment.  The  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  had  agreed 
with  the  superintendent,  that  he  might  draw  in  the 
whole  for  a  million  and  a  half,  including  the  half  mil« 
lion  abovementioned ;  of  all  which  he  had  informed 
count  de  Vergennes.  Colonel  Laurens  being  in  the 
mean  while  arrived  in  France,  it  was  found  from  his 
representation  that  the  mode  of  drawing  was  prejudi- 
cial to  Congress,  and  that  if  the  specie  was  imported 
there  would  be  no  loss :  and  it  was  agreed,  that  he 
should  bring  over  two  millions  and  a  half  out  of  the 
six  millions  in  specie.  In  consequence  of  this  mea- 
sure, count  de  Vergennes  acquaints  the  chevalier  de 
la  Luzerne  that  he  hopes  the  superintendent  will  not 
have  drawn  more  than  the  before  mentioned  half  mil- 
lion of  livres.  He  wishes  it  the  more  earnestly  as 
bills  for  a  greater  sum  would  embarrass  the  finances 
of  France  in  a  great  degree,  the  goods  delivered  to 
colonel  Laurens  exceeding  already  the  sum  remaining 
out  of  the  six  millions,  and  the  goods  taken  on  board 
the  Marquis  la  Fayette  being  not  yet  replaced. 
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For  a  fuller  explanation,  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 
commonicated  to  the  committee  an  account  of  the  sums 
already  furnished,  and  to  be  furnished  from  this  time 
to  the  end  of  the  present  year  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  That  be  had  orders  to  take  hold  of 
this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  Congress,  that  the  king 
for  the  neit  year  cannot  continue  any  supplies  to  the 
United  States,  even  of  a  much  less  nature.  That  it  is 
time  for  them  to  relieve  his  majesty  from  the  heavy 
burdens  in  a  war  which  he  had  undertaken  and  car- 
ries on  for  their  sakes.  That  the  count  de  Vergennes 
expects  that  Congress  will  not  have  drawn  more  bills 
of  any  kind  after  the  first  day  of  April  last :  that  re- 
lying firmly  on  this,  he  had  engaged  the  king  to  pro- 
cure the  necessary  sums  to  answer  the  bills  drawn  be- 
fore that  period,  and  desired  Dr.  Franklin  to  accept 
no  more,  if  he  had  no  other  means  of  paying  them : 
that  this  resolution  could  not  be  altered  by  any  circum- 
stances whatever.  The  count  de  Vergennes  proceeds 
to  state  how  far  the  abuse  of  the  Icing's  benevolence 
had  been  carried,  he  supposes  against  the  will  and 
instructions,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  Congress. 
That  the  bills  drawn  upon  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Laurens,  had  been  sent  back  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
that  is,  in  efiect,  to  the  court  of  France.  That  the  re- 
publick  of  Holland  had  been  unwilling  to  hear  of  any 
loan  even  under  the  guaranty  of  the  king,  when  it  was 
known  that  the  money  was  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  to  remove  this  obstacle, as  he 
bad  before  observed,  the  king  was  induced  to  present 
himself  as  the  principal  borrower.  The  court  was 
still  unacquainted  with  the  effect  of  that  proposition. 
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The  ob^valier  d^  la  Luzerne  then  presented  to  the 
eommittee  a  paper  entitled  <^  List  of  the  sums  that 
'<  have  been  furnished  hj  the  king,  and  that  are  to  be 
**  furnished  hereafter  in  the  course  of  this  year  for  the 
^*  service  of  the  United  States  of  America ;''  and  also  a 
paper  eiplanatory  of  the  said  account ;  both  of  which 
are  delivered  in  with  this  report* 

The  Paper  entitled  List  of  the  sums,  kc. 

To  Dr.  Franklin. 

1.  For  paying  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
by  Congress  on  Dr.  Franklin,  3,000,000 

9.  For  paying  a  part  of  the  clothing  on 

board  the  ship  Marquis  la  Fayette,  416,000 

3.  Supplement  for  paying  new  bills  of  ex- 
change drawn  by  Congress,  800,000 

4,316,000 
To  Mr.  Laurens. 

1.  Carried  with  him  in  specie    2,500,000 

2.  Furnished  upon  Holland,        1,500,000 
N.  B.  This  last  sum  has  been 

retained  by  Dr.  Franklin 
for  paying  new  bills  of 
exchange  which  he  had 
accepted. 

3.  Several  articles  of  arms, 
ammunition,  clothing,  fur- 
nished by  the  departments 
of  war  and  marine  ^nd  sent 

io  America,  3,389,109    6,389,109 


Carried  forward  10,505,109 


Brought  forward  10,tM,lO& 

Sams  that  are  to  be  fumisb^il'^ 

1.  To  Dr.  Franklin  to  pay  XYtt 
biUft  wbtch  he  may  accept, 
drawn  before  the  Ist  April,      3,000,000 

3.  Supplement  of  articles  de* 
manded  by  colotiel  Latit^nft,      397,000 

3.  To^eplace  the  articles  that 
were  on  board  the  ship  Mar- 
qt^is  de  |a  Fayette,  2,397,393 


Total, 

15,195,501 

There  is  to  be  added  to  this 

sum  the    amount    of  bills 

drawn  by  Mr.   Morris    on 

Messrs.  le  Coulteux, 

600,000 

To  be  deducted  this  sum  which 

16,6&3,501 

the  king  has  granted  to  the 

United  States, 

6,000,000 

By  deducting  farther  from  this 

9,«93,5«1 

sum  the  three  million  four 
hundred  and  sixteen  thou- 
sand, furnished  to  Dr.Frank- 
lin,  and  which  atre  to  be  ad- 
ded to  the  advances  formerly 
made  to  Congress,  3,416,000 
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There  remains  dae  to  the  king 
to  be  deducted  from  the  loan 
opened  in  Holland  the  f  um 
of  6,277,501 


f 
There  is  in  the  above  calculation  a  mistake  of  six 

thousand,  which  is  likewise  in  the  original  received  by 

the  minister  of  France  from  his  court,  of  which  this  is 

a  copy  officially  communicated. 

Second  Paper,  1781. 

1.  Remis  aMonsr,  Franklin>  pour  acquit- 

ter  des  traites  du  Congr^  3,000,000 

2.  Remis  pour  payer  de  nouvelles  traites 

du  m^me  800,000 

3.  Remis  au  m^me  pour  payer  de  nouvelles 

traites  la  somme  qui  avait  eie  envoyee      ^  « 

en  Hollande  1,500,000 

4.  On  doit  lui  remettrej  pour  acquitter 
d'autres  traites  quMl  aura  acceptees  et 
qui  seront  anterieures  au  premier  Avril, 

dr.  2,000,000 

5.  Somme  tiree  par  Mr.  Morris  sur  Mr. 

Le  Couteux  500,000 

N.  B.  Si  Mr.  Morris  a  n^goci^  au  dela 
de  cette  somme  on  payera  avec  ex- 
actitude. 

6.  ^Remis  pour  partie  des  draps  charges 
sur  le  marquis  de  la  Fayette  i  Mr* 
Franklin  ci  416,000 
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7*  II  faudra  fournir  pour  le  replacement 
des  effets  charges  sur  ce  navire  par  ap« 
per^u  4,297,392 

8.  II  a  eU  remis  i  Mr.  Laurens  en  argent 

comptant  qu'ii  a  apporte  a  Boston  ci  2,500,000 

9*  Diverses  fournitures  faites    au  m^tne 
Mr.  Laurens  en  annes  munitions,  v6te- 
mens  pour  les  departmens  de  la  guerre,    , 
et  de  la  marine,  les  quelles  fourniture 
ontete  ezpediees  2,289,109 

10.  II  faudra  que  le  roi  avance  pour  su- 
plement  d'effets,  demandes  par  Mr. 
Laurens  397,009 


Total  de  sommes  fouroies  et  a  fournir  en 

1781  pour  le  compte  du  Congris  15,699,501 

II  faut  en  deduire  les  6  millions  donnes 
par  le  roi  aux  Etais  Unis  6,000,000 

Reste  &  payer  par  le  roi  dn  compte  du 

Congr^,  ci  9,699,501 

II  faut  encore  d6doire  de  cette  somme 
celle  de  3,416,000  fournies  a  Mr. 
Franklin,  et  qui  doit  etre  jointe  aux 
avances  prec^dement  faites  au  Con- 
gr^s,  ci  3,416,000 


II  restera  done  du  pour  acquitter  les  en- 
gagemens  ci  dessus  enonc^s  6,283,501 

Plus  les  lettres  de  changes  tirees  par 
M.  Morris  ensus  et  au  dela  de  500,000 
mentionnees    ci  dessus    montant  a    la 
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somme  de  laqiielle  nommp  s^ra  pr«l#f  ftf 
6ur  I'empruQt  ouvert  en  {Iqllaiultt,  du 
fuel  le  succ^  est  encore  incertain  ; 
mais  que  le  roi  ?  prpqu«  <}'a?Bn<;er  au 
Congris  en  ca«  qqf  la  Holland^  ne 
puisse  le  foornirci  |Q,0Q0|OO0 

II  restcra  done  i  la  difpositiop  dq  Con- 
gris  apris  lef  ffomopes  ci  desiut  acquit* 
tees,  ci 

L'epoque  i  la  quelle  Pemprunt  de  la  Hollande  sera 
rempli  est  inpertaine ;  mai?  $^i\  pe  Peat  poiatt  le  roi  a 
promts  d'y,  avppleer  das  ses  fonds  le  plpt^t  qqMI 
lira  possible  ;  cette  expression  ne  permet  pas  de 
juger  quand  cette  somme  pourra  ^tre  &  la  disposition  du 
Congr^,  le  chevalier  de  la  liua^rne  ne  perdra  pas  de 
tens  4  ff'ea  informer  et  ^  s^yoir  de  quelle  mani^  elle 
parviendra  au  Coogr^.  II  prie  le  comit^  de  vouloir 
Vien  hi  ^omrouniquer  les  sentimena  du  Congr^s  sur 
cette  matidre* 

Ordered,  That  this  communication,  together  with 
that  formerly  made  by  the  said  committee,  be  referred 
back  to  them  to  report  thereon* 

OCTOBER  5,  1781. 

Resolved,  that  a  consul  be  appointed  to  reside  in 
France,  in  the  room  of  William  Palfrey. 

Congress  proceeded  to  an  election  ;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken,  Thomas  3arclay  was  elected,  haying 
been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Montgomery. 


N*  B«  In  consequence  of  the  above  appointment,  a  i 
commission  was  made  out  in  the  form  of  that  to  W.  "^ 
Palfrey,  mulatis  mutmidis* 

OCTOBER   15,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  recommitted  their  re- 
ports of  the  conferences  with  the  honourable  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  delirered  in  a  report : 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  honoura- 
ble John  Laurens,  of  his  mission  to  the  court  of  Ver* 
sailles,  and  of  the  late  conferences  between  the  minister 
of  France  and  the  committee  of  Congress,  and  ^Iso  of 
the  several  letters  of  the  honourable  John  Jay,  and  the 
honourable  John  Laurens,  as  relates  to  the  finances 
of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  the  superintendent 
thereof,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  several  states  in  such 
manner  as  be  shall  think  proper. 

OCTOBER,  18,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  recommitted  their  re* 
ports  of  the  conferences  with  the  minister  of  Prance, 
reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  his  most  christian  ma** 
jesty,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
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The  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled — To 
their  great,  faithful  and  beloved  Friend  and 
Ally^  Lewis  the  sixteenth,  King  of  France  and 
Navarre. 

GRfeAT,  FAITHFUL  AND  BELpVED  FRIEND  AND  AI.L7, 

We  feel  an  additional  obligation  to  your  majesty  for 
your  friendly  reception  of  our  Jate  special  minister, 
lieutenant  colonel  John  Laurens*  By  him  we  receiv- 
ed your  majesty's  letter,  containing  new  assurances  of 
what  the  United  Slates  have  been  long  convinced, 
your  majesty's  affectionalc  patronage  of  American  in- 
dependence. His  report,  while  it  proves  ihat  our  at- 
tachment has  not  been  odisplaced,  will  increase  our 
gratitude.  .  We  have  charged  our  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  your  court  to  render  to  your  majesty  more  par* 
ticular  acknowledgments  for  your  zeal  for  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  peace,  upon  principles  coinciding  with 
the  liberty  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  importar^l  succours  lately  administered  to  our 
necessities.  We  shall  also  instruct  him  to  inform  your 
majesty  of  the  arrangements  which  have  taken  place 
for  calling  forth  the  resources  of  the  United  States 
with  decision  and  effect  against  the  common  enemy. 

We  pray  God  that  he  will  keep  your  majesty,  our 
great^  faithful  and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  in  his  holy 
protection. 
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D0Q6  at  Philadelphia,  the  eighteenth  of  October,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  and  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  inde- 
pendence. By  the  United  States  in  Congress  as* 
sembled.     Your  faithful  friends  and  allies. 

(Signed)  THOS.  M*KEAN,  President. 

Chas*  Thomson,  Sec'y. 

OCTOBER  23,  1781. 

Resolred,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  correspond  with  the  seve- 
ral foreign  ministers  of  these  United  States,  as  often 
as  there  shall  be  occasion,  upon  subjects  relating  to 
his  department. 

OCTOBER  24,  1781. 

A  letter  of  the  19th  from  general  Washington,  was 
read,  giving  information  of  the  reduction  of  the  British 
army  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Cornwallis  on 
the  19th  instant,  with  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  capi- 
tulation. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  com- 
municate this  intelligence  to  the  honourable  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  France. 

OCTOBER  29,  1781. 

The  thanks  of  Congress  were  given  to  general 
Washington,  count  de  Rochambeau,  and  to  count  de 
Grasse. 
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It  W6S  «Uo  tesblt^,  Thdt  two  stands  of  the  colours 
tak&b  from  the  ferhish  dtttiy,  under  the  capitul&tfon  of 
Yoric,  be  presented  to  genefdl  Washington ;  and  thai 
two  pieced  of  field  otdnaoce  taken  ander  the  said  ca- 
pitulation be  presented  to  coant  de  Rochambeau. 

And  it  is  further  reiMlved,  That  the  secretary  of  fo- 
reign afl&irs  be  directed  to  acquaint  the  minister  pleni- 
potetitiary  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  that  it  is  the 
wish  of  Congress  that  the  count  de  Grasse  may  be  per« 
mitted  to  accept  a  testimony  of  their  approbation  simi- 
lar tQ  that  to  be  presented  to  count  de  Rochambeau. 

OCTOBER  30,  1781. 

A  letter  of  !29th  from  Robert  R.  Livingston,  secreta- 
ry of  foreign  affairs,  was  read,  requesting  to  be  admit- 
ted to  examine  and  copy  from  such  books  of  a  secret 
nature  in  the  secretary's  office  as  may  in  any  wise  re- 
late to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs:  Whereupon, 

Resolred,  That  his  request  be  granted. 

NOVEMBER  S3,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Car- 
roll, Mr*  Madison  and  Mr.  Cornell,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  letter  of  32d,  from  maj6r  general  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette, 

Resolred,  That  major  general  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  have  permission  to  go  to  France ;  and  thauhe 
return  at  such  time  as  shall  be  most  convenient  to  him. 

That  he  be  informed,  that  on  a  review  of  his  con- 
duct throughout  the  past  campaign,  and  particularly 
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during  the  period  in  Which  he  hftd  the  chief  commdnd 
in  Virginia,  the  many  new  proofs  which  present  them- 
selves  of  his  zealous  attachment  to  the  cause  he  has 
espoused,  and  of  his  judgment,  vigilance,  gallantry 
and  address  in  its  defence,  have  greatly  added  to  the 
high  opinion  entertained  by  Congress  of  his  merits 
and  mititary  t^letits. 

That  he  make  known  to  the  officers  and  troops  whom 
he  commanded  during  that  period,  that  the  brave  and 
enterprising  services  with  which  they  seconded  his 
zeal  and  efforts,  and  which  enabled  him  to  defeat  the 
attempts  of  an  enemy  far  superiour  in  numbers,  have 
been  beheld  by  Cepgress  with  particular  satisfaction 
and  approbation. 

That  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  acquaint  the 
ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  that  it 
is  the  desire  of  Congress  that  they  should  confer  with 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  avail  themselves  of  his 
Information  relative  to  the  situation  of  publick  affairs 
in  the  United  States. 

Thai  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  further  acquaint 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles, 
that  he  will  conform  to  the  intention  of  Congress  by 
consulting  with  and  employing^the  assistance  of  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  in  accelerating  the  supplies 
which  may  be  afforded  by  his  most  christian  majesty 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  superintendent  of  finance,  the  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs,  and  the  board  of  war,  make  such 
communication  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  touching 
the  affairs  of  their  respective  departments,  as  will  best 
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enable  bin  4o  fuifit  the  purpose  of  the  two  resolutions 
immediateiy  preceding* 

That  the  superintendent  of  finance  take  order  for 
discharging  the  engagement  entered  into  by  the  mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette  with  the  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
referred  to  in  the  act  of  the  24th  May  last« 

*That  the  superintendent  of  finance  furnish  the  mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette  with  a  proper  conveyance  to  France* 

That  (he  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  report  a  letter 
to  bis  most  christian  majesty^  to  be  sent  by  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette. 

'  NOVEMBER  29,  1781. 

The  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  reported  the  draft 
of  a  letter  to  his  most  christian  majesty ;  which,  being 
amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  their 
great,  faithful  and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  Lewis 
^he  sixteenth,  king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

OREAT,  JAITHFUL  AND  BELOVKD  FRIEND  AND  ALLY, 

At  a  period  so  glorious  to  the  arms  of  France,  both 
by  sea  aqd  land,  and  so  fevourable  to  the  fortunes  of 
America,  it  is  with  particular  satisfaction  that  we  con- 
gratulate the  monarch,  whose  wise  counsels  and  gene- 
rous support  have  so  largely  contributed  to  events 
illustrious  in  themselves,  and  promising;  consequences 
truly  important. 

We  wish  10  convey^to  your  majesty  our  sense  of  the 
victory  obtained  by  the  count  de  Grasse  over  the  ene- 
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my's  fleet  on  our  coast,  and  the  eubsequent  redaction 
of  (he  British  armament  in  Virginia ;  and  we  repeal 
our  grateful  acknowledgments^for  the  various  aids  so 
seasonably  extended  to  us*  From  the  benevolence 
and  magnanimity  which  has  hitherto  interested  your 
majesty  in  the  welfare  of  these  states,  we  are  convine* 
ed  that  you  will  on  this  occasion  feel  an  equal  pleasure 
with  ourselves,  whose  immediate  advantage  is  the  re-^ 
suit  of  such  fortunate  exertions. 

We  mention  with  great  pleasure  the  zeal  and  abifity  ' 
manifested  by  the  count  de  Rochambeau,  commanding 
your  majesty's  forces  in  the  allied  army*  His  conduct, 
and  that  of  his  officers  under  him,  merit  our  fullest  ap- 
probation ;  and  we  are  made  further  happy  by  the 
perfect  harmony  and  affection  which  has  subsisted  be- 
tween the  troops  of  the  two  nations* 

The  distress  occasioned  to  •  the  common  enemy  by 
combined  operations,  will,  we  trust,  pofnt  out  to  both 
nations  the  utility  of  sfmilar  measures  in  future  ;  and 
whilst  it  induces  your  majesty  to  supply  that  navat 
force  which  the  situation  of  our  country  renders  neces- 
sary, will  urge  the  United  States  to  every  effort  which 
their  particular  interests,  added  to  their  desire  of  se- 
conding your  majesty^s  views,  can  call  forth  to  ensure 
the  complete  success  of  attacks  upon  the  enemy's 
strong  holds* 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  the  United  States  con- 
tinue to' number  ^ some  of  your  majesty's  subjects 
amongst  their  most  able,  spirited  and  faithful  officers^ 
It  affords  the  world  a  striking  proof  of  the  intimate 
connexion  which  subsists  between  the  allied  nations,. 
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at  the  same  lime  serves  to  cement  the  union  wbicb  it 
manifests* 

Major  general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  in  this 
campaign  so  greatly  added  to  the  reputation  he  had 
before  acquired,  that  we  are  desirous  to  obtain  for  him, 
on  our  behalf,  even  notice,  in  addition  to  that  favoura« 
ble  reception  which  his  merits  cannot  fail  to  meet  with 
from  a  generous  and  enlighteaed  sovereign ;  and  in 
that  view  we  have  directed  our  minister  plenipolenlia* 
ry  to  present  the  marquis  to  your  majesty • 

We  pray  God,  great,  faithful  and  beloved  friend  and 
ally,  always  to  keep  your  majesty  in  his  holy  protec- 
tion. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  in  the  sixth 
year  of  our  independence.  By  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled.  Your  faithful  friends  and 
allies. ' 
(Signed)  JOHN  HANSON,  President. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

JANUARY  9,  178$. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Montgomery,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  letter  of  18th  November,  1781,  from 
the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs, 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  lay 
before  Congress  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  which 
will  probably  be   incurred  by  the   ministers  of   the 
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Uoiled  States,  respectively,  at  foreign  courts,  and  tbeir 
secretaries. 

That  the  saperintendent  of  finance  take  order  for 
supplying  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  at  foreign 
courts,  their  secretaries,  and  the  publick  agents,  with 
their  respective  salaries. 

A  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Clymer,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  plan  of  a  convention  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
for  regulating  the  powers  -and  duties  of  consuh  and 
vice  consuls,  was  agreed  to  by  nine  states  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be  authorized^ 
and  instructed  to  enter  into  a  convention  with  his  most 
christian  majesty,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  establishment  of  consular  powers  and  privileges, 
according  to  the  scheme  hereto  subjoined. 

ARTICLE    I. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  consols  of  his  most  chris 
tian  majesty  to  present  their  commissions  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
by  whom  an  act  shall  be  made  recognising  them  as 
such.  This  act  shall  be  delivered  by  the  Consuls  to 
the  supreme  executive  power  of  the  state  or  states  to 
which  they  may  be  sent.  Two  copies  of  the  exequa- 
tur, that  is,  a  publick  notification  of  the  quality  of  the 
consuls,  shall  thereupon  Jssue  from  the  supreme  exe- 
cutive power,  without  any  fee  or  perquisites  of  office, 
one  to  be  retained  by  the  consuls,  the  other  to  be  pub- 
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lished  in  one  or  more  gazettes*  This  being  done, 
the  pre-eminences,  authority  and  privileges  stipulated 
in  this  convention  shall  be  allowed  to  them,  in  all  pla- 
ces,  before  all  tribunals,  and  by  all  persons^ 


ARTICLE    II. 

The  consuls  of  his  roost  christian  majesty  may  ap- 
point any  number  of  vice  consuls  withia  their  depart- 
ment. Upon  the  notification  of  their  appointment  by 
the  consuls,  to  the  supreme  executive  power  of  the 
state  to  which  they  may  be  sent,  the  exequatur  shall 
be  applied  for  and  delivered  by  the  several  states  to 
them  in  the  same  manner  as  to  consuls  ;  and  thereupon 
the  pre-eminences,  authority  and  privileges,  stipulated 
in  this  convention  in  favour  of  vice  consuls,  shall  be 
allowed  in  all  places,  before  all  tribunals,  and  by  all 
persons^ 

ARTICLE    III. 

Consuls  and  vice  consuls  shall  be  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  the  power  appointing  them,  and  interdict^ 
ed  from  all  traffick  or  commerce  for  their  own  or 
another's  benefit* 


ARTICLE   IV. 

Consuk  may  also  appoint  any  number  of  agents 
within  their  department,  who  may  be  of  their  own  na- 
tion, or  not,  at  pleasure.  They  shall  receive  a  com- 
missioa  from  the  consul  appointing      They  shall  not 
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assume  any  pre-eminence,  anthority  or  privileges 
herein  granted  to  consuls  and  vice  consuls,  nor  exact 
any  fees  or  reward,  under  any  pretence  whatever. 
But  they  shall  confine  themselves  wholly  to  the  assist- 
ing of  merchants,  mariners  and  vessels,  and  giving 
information  respecting  them  to  the  nearest  consul  or 
vice  consul. 


ARTICLE    V. 

Besides  consuls,  vice  consols  and  agents,  there  may 
be  attached  to  the  consulate,  at  the  will  of  the  consuls 
within  their  departments,  any  number  of  persons* 
Neither  the  papers  nor  houses  of  consuls  or  vice  con- 
suls shall  be  searched*  Consuls  and  vice  consuls  shall 
enjoy  full  and  entire  immunities  for  their  persons,  and 
be  exempt  from  personal  service,  publick  offices,  find- 
ing quarters  for  soldiers,  militia  duty,  watch,  ward, 
guardianship,  attorneyship,  committeeship,  and  from 
all  duties,  taxes  and  imposts  whatsoever  on  moveable 
property,  but  shall  be  liable  in  respect  of  real  and 
landed  property,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  subjects 
or  citizens  of  the  country*  The  arms  of  his  most 
christian  majesty,  or  of  the  United  States,  as  the  case 
may  be,  shall  be  placed  upon  the  outer  door  of  th^ 
house;  and  being  so  placed,  shall  entitle  the  house  to 
the  exemptions  aforesaid  :  but  no  asylum  shall  thereby 
be  obtained  for  malefactors  or  criminals,  who  shall  be 
delivered  up  immediately  on  demand*  The  same 
privileges  and  immunities,  as  those  granted  in  this  fifth 
article  to  consuls  and  vice  consuls,  shall  be  granted 
to  persons  attached  to  the  consulate,  and  living  under 
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the  4amo  roof  with  th^  comqIs  or  vice  consuls ;  pro* 
Tided  approbaiioQ  shall  be  given  of  their  number  and 
appointment  by  the  supreme  executive  power  of  the 
state  to  which  they  may  belong. 

ARTICLE   Vl« 

Consuls^  and  vice  consuls  in  places  where  there  are 
no  consuls,  may  have  a  chapel  in  their  own  houses 
for  the  celebration  of  divine  service  according  to  their 
religious  profession:  and  his  most  christian  majesty 
and  the  United  States  shall  cause  particular  care  to 
be  taken  that  no  obstacle  or  hindrance  be  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  funeral  obsequies  or  ceremonies  ob* 
served  towards  the  deceased  of  either  nation. 

ARTICLE   VII. 

In  all  cases  in  which  it  may  be  necessary  that  the 
consuls  or  vice  consuls  should  perform  any  juridical  or 
official  act,  the  publick  bodies,  or  the  persons  in  pub- 
lick  authority  who  shall  requice  such  act,  shall  either 
inform  them  thereof  in  writing,  or  send  a  military  or 
civil  officer  with  a  verbal  message  respecting  it ;  and 
tho.  consuls  or  vice  consuls  shall,  on  their  part,  readily 
and  bona  fide  do  whatsoever  may  be  demanded  of  them 
on  these  occasions. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  consuls  and  vice  consuls  respectively  may  es- 
ttablish  a  chancery  as  a  depository  of  the  consular  acts 
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and  deliberations,  of  the  effects  left  by  the  dead,  or 
saved  from  shipwreck,  of  testaments,  obligations,  con- 
tracts, and  all  other  acts  and  things  done  by  or  between 
people  of  their  nation.  They  may  appoint  the  officers 
of  the  chancery,  administer  to  them  an  oath  of  office, 
intrust  to  them  the  keeping  of  the  seal  and  the  right  of 
affijnng  the  same  to  commissions,  judgments  and  other 
coBsalar  acts,  and  empower  them  to  discharge  tha 
functions  of  notaries  and  registers. 

ARTICLE   IX. 

The  consuls  and  vice  consuls  respectively  shall  have 
the  exclusive  right  of  receiving  in  their  chan^^ery,  ov 
on  board  vessels  of  their  nation,  all  the  declarations 
and  other  acts  which  the  captains,  masters,  seamen, 
passengers  and  merchants  of  their  nation  shall  think 
proper  to  make  or  lodge  therein :  and  last  wills  and 
testaments,  and  copies  of  any  act  duly  authenticated 
by  the  consuls  or  vice  consuls,  and  under  the  seal  of 
their  consulate,  shall  receive  full  faith  and  credit  in  all 
courts  of  justice,  as  well  in  France  as  in  the  United 
States.  They  shall  also  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
inventorying  the  effects  of  those  of  their  nation  who 
may  die  within  their  consulate,  liquidating  their  ac- 
counts, and  selling  their  moveable  property.  They 
shall  call  to  their  assistance  in  this  business  two  mer- 
chants of  their  own  nation,  and  of  their  own  choice ; 
and  cause  to  be  deposited  in  the  chancery  the  effects 
and  papers  of  the  deceased  of  their  own  nation,  without 
being  interrupted  therein  by  any  officer,  military,  judi« 
ciary,  or  of  the  police.  But  neither  the  consuls  nor  vice 

VOL.  III.  8 
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coD^Qld  fthdil  deliver  the  effects  or  the  d^eoi^d,  6r  the 
produce  of  their  sales,  over  to  the  heir  6t  hwfQl  sue- 
eessor,  or  his  represeatdilVe  Or  attorney,  until  all  the 
debts  which  the  deceased  ^hall  have  contracted  by 
judgment,  act  or  bill,  shaH  be  discharged,  the  signa- 
ture or  hand  writing,  dnd  genuineness  thereof,  being 
first  certified  by  two  merchants  of  tbei  same  ndtion  with 
the  deceased,  and  of  reputation.  In  all  other  eases, 
payment  of  no  debts  shall  be  made,  unless  the  oredit<M^ 
shall  first  enter  into  a  bond,  with  one  sufficient  surety 
at  least,  who  is  resident  on  the  spot,  for  the  return  of  all 
moneys  unduly  received,  as  well  the  principal  as  inte- 
rest add  cost.  The  surety  shall  not  be  bound  beyond 
one  year  in  time  of  peace,  and  two  years  in  time  of 
War.  If,  however,  within  those  terms,  the  creditor 
shall  call  upon  the  lawAil  representative  or  sntceAsor 
to  the  property  of  the  deceased,  by  a  proper  legal  pro- 
cess, and  tn*ove  his  title  to  the  money  lo  received,  the 
surety  shall  stand  discharged. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  consuls  and  vice  consuls,  respectively,  shall 
receive  the  declarations,  consulate  or  other  cotisular 
acts,  of  all  captains  and  masters  of  their  respectrv% 
nations,  for  damages  received  at  sea  by  leakage  or 
throwing  of  goods  overboard ;  and  all  consulate  or 
other  consular  acts,  made  by  them  in  foreign  ports  for 
accidents  during  the  voyage,  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
chancery  aforesaid.  If  a  subject  of  France  and  a  ci- 
tizen of  the  United  States  be  jointly  interested  in  the 
cargo,  the  damage  sfa^Il  be  settled  by  the  (ribuoab  <K 
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the  country,  not  by  i\w  cpnauls  or  vic^  cooft.uLs.  Bui 
wher/e  subjects  or  citizens  of  th^ir  owp  nation  are  alopjS 
ioterestedf  tbe  consul  or  vice  con^^l  sh^U  tl^^u  cliopse 
ezperieoced  person  of  tb^ir  respective  o^jtioo  to  settle 
tbe  same. 


ARTICLE    XI. 

In  every  c^se  of  a  wreck,  the  nearest  consul  or  vice 
consul  may  exercise  his  discretion  in  saving  the  ves- 
sel wreckedi  :vith  ber  cargo  and  appurtenances,  and 
in  storing  a^d  securing  what  is  saved ;  and  may  also 
take  an  inventory  thereof.  In  this  business  no  oflScers 
of  the  customs,  of  justice,  of  the  police,  or  naval  offi- 
cer shall  interfere,  but  upon  application  made  to  them 
for  their  assistance,  in  wh|ch  case  they  shall  exert 
themselves  in  the  most  effectual  manner.  To  prevent 
all  clashing  of  jurisdictions  in  case  of  shipwreck,  it  is 
agreed,  that  where  there  shall  be  no  consul  or  vice 
consul,  or  they  may  be  more  distant  from  tbe  place  of 
the  accident  ibaii  the  judge  of  tbe  cot^ntry  having  au- 
thority, in  such  cases  this  judge  shall  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  the  exercise  of  his  authority  according  to  law ; 
but  shall  retire  apon  tbe  coming  of  a  consul  or  vice 
ibnsul,  into  whose  hands  he  shall  put  the  whole  busi- 
ness, rendering  an  account  of  his  transactions,  and 
receiving  from  tbe  consul  or  vice  consul  reimburse- 
ment for  all  expenses.  Whatsoever  is  saved  shall  be 
Ipdged  in  the  nearest  customhouse  or  naval  .office,  or 
where  there  is  no  customhouse  or  naval  office,  in  the 
nearest  place  of  security,,  with  an  inventory  prepared 
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by  the  consul,  vice  consul,  or  in  (heir  absence,  by  the 
judge  of  the  country  as  aforesaid*  Upon  the  order 
of  the  nearest  consul  or  vice,  consul,  and  without  any 
fees  or  perquisites  for  storage  when  lodged  in  publick 
stores,  the  owners  may  reclaim  the  property  thus  sav- 
ed, in  person  or  by  attorney ;  and  they  may  either  re* 
export  the  same  free  from  all  duties  of  exportation,  or 
sell  it  in  the  country,  if  goods  of  such  a  quality  be 
not  prohibited.  In  this  latter  case,  of  a  sale  of  un* 
prohibited  goods,  there  shall  be  an  abatement  of  the 
duties  on  importation,  in  proportion  to  the  damages 
sustained  by  the  shipwreck,  to  be  determined  by  the 
account  taken  by  the  consul,  vice  consul,  or  judge  of 
the  country,  or  any  other  competent  officer -at  the  time 
of  the  accident. 


ARTICLE   XII. 

The  consuls  or  vice  consuls  shall  have,  on  board 
of  the  vessels  of  their  respective  nations,  all  powers 
and  jurisdiction  in  matters  of  a  civil  nature.  They 
shall  have  the  power  of  causing  the  laws,  regulations, 
and  ordinances  of  their  respective  nations,  respecting 
navigation,  to  be  observed  on  board  their  said  vessels. 
For  this  purpose  they  shall  freely,  and  without  molea* 
tation  or  hindrance  from  any  officer  or  other  person, 
visit  the  said  vessel.  They  may  cause  to  be  arrested 
and  sequestered  every  vessel  carrying  the  flag  of  their 
respective  nations,  and  even  send  them  back  to  France, 
or  the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be,  as  well  as 
arrest  any  captain,  master,  seaman  or  passenger  of 
their  respective  nations.    They  may  cause  to  be  aN 
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rested  and  detained  in  the  country,  sailors  or  deserters 
of  their  respective  nations,  or  cause  them  to  be  trans- 
ported therefrom.  It  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  sailors  and  deserters  belonging  to  their  respective 
nations,  if  their  names  appear  in  the  registers  of  their 
vessels,  or  the  rolls  of  their  crew*  Proof  being  thus 
made  concerning  sailors  and  deserters,  all  tribunals, 
judges  and  officers  whatsoever  shall  be  interdicted  and 
disabled  from  takingcognizancein  any  manner  of  com- 
plaints exhibited  by  such  sailors,  or  deserters;  but 
they  shall  be  delivered  up  to  an  order  signed  by  the 
consuls  or  vice  consuls,  without  being  detained,  engag- 
ed, or  withdrawn  in  any  manner.  That  these  powers, 
vested  in  consuls  and  vice  consuls,  may  be  completely 
executed,  all  persons  in  authority  shall  assist  them ; 
and  upon  a  simple  requisition  made  by  the  consuls  or 
vice  consuls  in  writing,  shall  cause  to  be  kept  in  pri- 
son, at  the  disposal  and  cost  of  the  consuls  and  vice 
consuls,  the  sailors  and  deserters  so  arrested,  until  an 
opportunity  shall  be  presented  of  sending  tbem  out  of 
the  country. 


ARTICLE    XlII. 

All  offences  committed  in  France,  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States  against  a  subject  of  his  most  christian 
majesty,  shall  be  inquired  into  and  punished  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  France ;  and  those  committed  In 
any  one  of  the  United  States,  by  a  subject  of  his  most 
christian  majesty  agaidsta  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  inquired  into  and  j)unished  according  to  th^ 
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laws  of  8uth  state.  But  offences  committed  in  Fraocei 
by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  against  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  comoiittfid  in  any  one  of  the 
United  States,  by  a  subject  of  his  most  christian  VM* 
jesty  against  a  subject  of  his  oMst  christian  majesty, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  jurisdictions  of  the  consulfS  of 
France,  or  of  the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be. 

ARTICLE  xiy. 

All  differences  and  disputes  between  subjects  of  his 
most  christian  majesty  in  the  United  Slates,  or  (letween 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  France,  and  all 
differences  and  disputes,  concerning  commerce,  be- 
twe^  the  subjects  of  bis  most  christian  majesty,  one 
party  being  resident*  in  France  or    elsewhere,  and 
another  in  the  United  States,  or  between  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  one  party  being  resident  in  the 
Unked  States  or  elsewhere,  and  another  in  France,, 
shall  be  heard,  tried,  and  decided  on,  by  the  consuls  of 
their  respective  nations,  either  by  referring  to  arbitra- 
tors, or  by  making  a  decree  summarily  and  without 
costs.     No  officer,  civil  or  military,  shall  intermeddle 
or  interpose  herein  in  any  respect.     All  appeals  shall 
be  carried  to  such  courts  as  may  be  appointed  by  his 
most  christian  majesty,  and  the  United  States^  respec- 
tively*   No  disputes  or  differences  between  a  sublet 
of  bis  most  christian  majesty  and  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  -shall  be  determined  or  taken  up  in  any 
manner  by  the  consuls  or  vice  consuls,  but  shall  be 
decided  by  the  courts  of  the  country  in  which  the  de- 
fenadnt  shall  be  found,  Ivit  according  to  the  laws  of 
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the  coontty  in  which  sttch  dispute  or  difference  shall 
have  originated. 


ARTICLE  xr. 

The  advantages  to  commerce  having  caused  the 
erection  of  certain  tribunals  in  France,  and  particular 
forms  for  the  speedy  determination  of  commercial  mat- 
ters, the  merchants  of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy 
the  benefits  t>f  those  establishments  in  France ;  and 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  will  recom- 
mend to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  es- 
tablish equal  advantages  in  the  speedy  decision  of 
causes  in  favour  of  the  French  merchants  in  matters  of 
the  same  nature. 

ARTICLE  xvi. 

• 
The  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty  and  the 
citizetjs  of  the  United  States  shall  be  exempt  from  all 
personal  services  in  the  place  of  their  residence,  either 
in  France  or  the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be. 

ARTICLE    XVII. 

Conformably  to  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce  between  his  most  christian  majesty 
and  the  United  States,  if  any  other  nation,  by  virtue 
of  any  convention  whatsoever,  shall  receive  greater 
indulgence,  either  in  France  or  in  the  United  States, 
with  regard  to  consular  powers,  privileges,  or  authori- 
ty, the  consuls,  vice  consuls  and  agents  of  France  and 
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of  the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  partici* 
pate  therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  use  his  discretion  as  to  the  words  or 
arrangement  of  this  convention,  confining  himself  to  the 
matter  thereof  in  all  respects,  except  as  to  so  much  of 
the  sixth  article  as  relates  to  the  erection  of  a  chapel; 
taking  care  that  reciprocal  provisions  be  made  for  the 
recognition  of  consuls,  vice  consuls  and  consular 
agents  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  admission  of 
persons  attached  to  the  consulate  to  the  privileges 
stipulated  in  the  fifth  article,  in  a  manner  most  condu- 
cive to  expedition  and  freest  from  difficulty. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several 
legislatures  to  provide  by  law  for  the  establishment  of 
a  speedy  mode  of  administering  justice  between  sub- 
jects of  his  most  christian  maj^esty  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  vesting  persons  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  seacoast  with  powers  to  secure  wrecked 
property  in  the  most  eficctual  manner. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  there- 
port  communicate  the  same,  as  agreed  to,  to  the 
honourable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France. 

JANUARY  17,   1782. 

Two  letters,  one  directed  to  ^<  Barnabas  Deane, 
<'  esquire,  merchant,  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,'^  the 
other  to  "  Thomas  Mumford,  esquire,  merchant,  Gro- 
*'  ton,  Connecticut,^'  being  brought  to  Congress  with 
the  seals  unbroken ;  and  it  appearing  from  the  seal, 
and  the  hand  writing  of  the  superscription,  as  well  as 
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frqm  t^  d^]|k^tioo  of  the  p/er^on  who  hroqgbt  tbem 
from  France,  that  they  came  from  Silas  Deane ;  ands, 
Cicom  ^UQ^rj  coacurrest  Qircufp^tancea,  there  being 
jwt  g^unds  to  suspect  that  thej  contain^  matters  in- 
jurious to  the  publick,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  President  open  the  said  letters ; 
and  if,  upon  examination,  he  find  they  are  merely  of 
a  private  nature,  that  he  seal  and  forward  them ;  but 
if,  on  the  contrary,  he  find  the  contents  are  of  such  a 
nature  as  ougbt  to  be  made  kaown  to  Congress,  that 
he  lay  them  bef<Mpe  Congress. 

The  President  reported,  That  be  had  opened,  and 
examined  the  letters,  and  finds  that  they  are  of  such  a 
mature  as  ought  to  be  known  :  Whereupon  the  letters 
were  readt  That  directed  to  Barnabas  Deane,  being 
dated  at  Paris,  September  26,  1781,  and  that  to  Tho- 
mas Mumford,  dated  at  Paris,  September  34, 1781,  both 
signed  Silas  Deane,  and  appearing  to  be  all  in  his  hand 
writing. 

On  ipQition  of  Mr.  Carroll,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 

Ordered}  that  the  said  letters  be  referred  to  the 
Sf^cret^ry  for  foreign  afiairs ;  and  that  he  be  instructed 
to  take  nieasures,  by  the  oath  of  the  person  who 
brought  them  from  France,  ai^d  such  other  means  as 
he  Duay  judge  proper,  tQ  authenticate  their  coming  froiq 
Sila?  Peane,  and  being  written  by  him ;  and  that  he 
communicate  the  contents  of  such  parts  thereof  as  he 
thinks  proper  to  the  n^ioifters  of  these  United  States 
at  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  Madrid,  also  to  the  ho- 
nourable the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  and 
the  siiperinteadeAt  of  finance. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Wolcott,  seconded  by  Mr*  Car- 
roll, 

'Ordered,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  aflGiirs  trans- 
mit  a  certified  copy  of  the  letters  aforesaid,  with  the 
proofs  respecting  them,  to  the  govemour  of  Con- 
necticut. 


JANUARY  21,  1782. 

On  motion  of  the  committee  appointed  to  communi- 
cate to  the  minister  of  France  the  plan  of  a  conven- 
tion respecting  the  powers  and  privileges  of  consuls, 
&c. 

Resolved,  That  the  sdid  plan  be  reconsidered,  for 
cfae  purpose  of  admitting  certain  amendments. 

JANUARY  25,  1782. 

The  plan  of  a  convention  respecting  consular 
powers  being  reconsidered  and  amended,  was  read 
over,  together  With  instructions  to  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  respecting  it,  and  the 
same  was  agreed  to  by  nine  states  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be  and  he  Is 
hereby  authorized  and  instructed,  to  entet  into  a  con- 
vention with  his  most  christian  majesty,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  establishment  of  consular 
powers  and  privileges,  according  to  the  scheme  hereto 
subjoined ;  unless  it  should  be  deemed  by  hii^  most 
christian  majesty  more  eipedient  that  the  same  should 
be  executed  in^he  United  States. 
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.  That  the  said  mibkter  plenipotentiary  use  his  dis- 
cretion as  to  the  words  or  arrangement  of  the  convene 
lion,  qonfining  himself  to  the  matter  thereof  in  all  re- 
apects,  except  as  to  so  much  of  the  sixth  article  as 
relates  to  the  erection  of  a  chapel  ^  taking  care  that 
reciprocal  provisions  be  made  for  the  recognition  of 
the  consuls  and  vice  consuls  of  the  United  States,  and 
!br  the  admission  of  persons  attached  to  the  consulate 
to  the  privileges  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article,  in  a 
manner  most  conducive  to  expedition  and  freest  from 
difficulty. 

The  Draft  of  a  Convention  between  his  Most  Chris* 
tian  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  for  defining  and  regulating  the  functions 
and  privileges  of  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls^  Agents 
and  Commissaries* 

The  most  christian  king  and' the  United  States  of 
North  America,  having,  by  the  twenty-ninth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  coneloded  between 
them,  granted  mutually  the  liberty  of  having  each  in 
the  ports  of  the  other,  consuls,  vice  consuls,  agents 
and  commissaries,  and  being  willing,  in  consequence 
thereof,  to  determine  and  fix  in  a  reciprocal  and  per- 
manent manner  the  functions  and  prerogatives  of  the 
said  consuls,  vice  consuls,  agents  and  commissaries^ 
respectively,  have  agreed  as  follows : 

AatlCLB   K 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  consuls  of  his  iMst  chris- 
tian majesty  to  present  their  comAiissions,  in  the  first 


ihdiante,  to  tbtt  tJbiied  Stated  in  Oohgreis  ato^mbfedt 
by  whom  an  act  aball  be  made  recognising  them  aa 
such.  This  act  shall  be  delivered  by  the  consuh  t# 
the  supreme  ejtecutive  power  of  the  state  or  «ta«e«  to 
Which  they  may  be  sent.  Two  copies  of  the  eKe^iia»> 
tufi  that  is,  a  puMick  notificatiOD  of  the  quality  of  the 
consals^  shall  thereupon  isiue  from  the  s^pnsm^  exec«i>- 
tire  power,  Without  feei  or  perquishes  of  oflke,  Due  ti 
be  teiaiAed  by  the  coftsolsy  the  other  to  be  published  Uk 
one  or  more  gazettes*  Tbie  being  done,  tine  pre^emiw 
nences,  authority  and  privileges,  stipulated  in  thisoon^ 
vention,  shall  be  allowed  to  them  in  all  placed,  before 
all  tribunals,  and  by  all  persons. 

ARTICLA  II. 

The  consuls  of  his  most  christian  majesty  and  of  the 
United  Stated  may  appoint  any  number  of  vice  eomsuls 
within  their  reapective  departments^  Upon  the  noti* 
fication  of  their  appointment,  by  the  coftauls,  to  the 
supk*eme  ^acec^tive  poWer  Of  the  state  to  which  they 
may  be  ^ent,  the  exequatur  shall  be  a)ipKed  for  and 
delivered  by  the  several  states  to  tbcta^  ih  the  same 
manner  as  to  the  consuls  ;  and  theteiipoo  all  the  pre- 
eminences, authority  and  privi^ges  etipolated  id  tbis 
convention  fa  favour  of  vice  consuls^  MiaU  be  Allowed 
in  all  places,  before  all  tk*ibuhal8, «»id  bj^  all|itFsoa8« 

A^Rtl^K    111. 

CbAsirf*  Md  vi«*e  leon^als  sbatl  be  aahjedsor  titi- 
zeni  oT  the  pbwer  appotating  then^  and  iotenlieied 


from  M  trdffi^k  or  comtn^ree  far  tlieir  own  or  att^bef'4 
benefit. 


ART1CLB    IV. 

CMiatft  may  aiso  appoint  any  number  of  agvoU 
wttbitt  tfaeit  ctepannentSt  mkno  nw j  be  of  their  ow» 
nation^  or  nolt^  ^t  pteasune.  Tliey  vteU  neceire  a 
4comtiiitsiM  frotn  iSkft  conMil  appointing.  Tb^j  i3uM 
Tiot  aaauitte  any  pre^mfefaetice,  authority  ^atid  i^rivvlege 
bereiM  grantied  to  eonaah  and  vice  coUMia,  nor  exact 
any  feea  or  reirattl  under  any  pretence  whatever. 
Bat  they  shall  confine  themselves  wholly  to  the  as- 
sisting of  merchants,  mariners  and  vessels,  and  giving 
information  respecting  them  to  the  nearest  consul  or 
vtce  consul. 


ARTIdtB   V. 

ThefT^  iMy  be  attached  to  the  conaulate,  at  the  wiN 
of  the  toaaofe  within  their  departments,  any  number 
of  persons*  Nettber  llie  papers  nor  houses  of  consula 
or  vice  consuls  riiall  be  searched.  ConsuU  and  vice 
consuls  shall  enjoy  full  and  entire  immunities  for  their 
persons,  and  be  exempt  from  personal  services^  pub- 
lick  offices,  finding  <]uarters  for  soldiers,  militia  duty^ 
watch,  watd,  guardianship,  attorneyship,  committee- 
ship, and  from  all  duties,  taxes  and  imposts  whatsoever, 
on  tnoveable  property ;  but  shall  be  liable  in  respect 
of  real  and  landed  property  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
subjects  or  cttiif^ns  of  the  country.  The  arms  of  his 
most  dbristian  majes^ty  or  of  (he  United  States,  as  ihb 
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case  may  be,  shall  be  placed  upon  the  oater  door  of 
their  house  ;  and  being  so  placed,  shall  entitle  the 
bouse  to  the  exemptions  aforesaid*  But  no  asylum 
shall  be  thereby  obtained  for  malefactors  or  criminalsi 
who  shall  be  delivered  up  immediately  on  demand. 
The  same  privileges  and  immunities  as  those  granted 
in  this  fifth  article  to  consuls  and  vice  consuls,  shall  be 
granted  to  persons  attached  to  the  consulate  and  living 
under  the  same  roof  with  the  consuls  or  vice  consuls  ; 
provided  approbation  shall  be  given  of  their  number 
and  appointment,  by  the  supreme  executive  power  of 
the  state  to  which  they  may  belong. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

Consuls,  and  vice  consuls  in  places  where  there  are 
no  consuls,  may  have  a  chapel  in  their  bouses  for  the 
celebration  of  divine  service,  according  to  their  reli* 
gious  profession.  And  his  most  christian  majesty  and 
th^  United  States  shall  cause  particular  care  to  be  ta- 
ken that  no  obstacle  or  hindrance  be  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  fqoi^ral  obsequies  or  .ceremonies  observed 
towards  the  deceased  of  either  nation. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

In  all  cases  in  which  it  may  be  necessary  that  the 
consuls  or  vice  consuls  should  perform  any  juridical 
or  official  act,  the  publick  bodies,  or  the  persons  in 
publick  authority  who  shall  require  such  act,  shall 
either  inform  them  thereof  in  writing,  or  send  a  military 
or  civil  officer  with  a  verbal  message  respecting  it : 
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and  the  coosdIb  or  vice  consuls  shall,  on  their  part, 
readily  and  bona  fide  do  whatsoever  may  be  demanded 
of  them  on  these  occasions. 


ARTICLE    Vllf. 

The  consols  and  vice  consuls  respectively  may  es« 
tablish  a  chancery  as  a  depository  of  the  consular  acts 
and  deliberations,  of  the  effects  left  by  the  dead  or 
saved  from  shipwreck,  of  testaments,  obligations,  con- 
tracts, and  all  other  acts  and  things  done  by  or  be« 
tween  people  of  their  nation.  They  may  appoint  the 
officers  of  the  chancery,  administer  to  them  an  oath  of 
office,  intrust  to  them  the  keeping  of  the  seal,  and  the 
right  of  affixing  the  same  to  commissions,  judgments 
and  other  consular  acts ;  and  empower  them  to  disf- 
efaarge  the  functions  of  notaries  and  registers. 

ARTICLE   IX. 

The  consuls  and  vipe  consuls  respectively  shall  have 
the  exclusive  right  of  receiving  in  their  chancery,  or 
on  board  vessels  of  their  nation,  all  the  declarations 
and  other  acts  which  the  captains,  masters,  seamen, 
passengers  and  merchants  of  their  nation  shall 
think  proper  to  make  or  lodge  therein  ;  and  last 
wills  and  testaments,  and  copies  of  ajny  acts  duly  au- 
thenticated by  the  consuls  or  vice  consuls,  and  under 
the  seal  of  their  consulate,  shall  receive  full  faith  and 
credit  in  all  courts  of  justice  as  well  in  France  as  in 
the  United  States.   They  shall  also  have  the  exclusire 


rtgbl  of  bvei^orjriQg  tbe  efiecta  of  tbosf  of  tbeir  ntttoa 
wbo  may  die  wilbin  tbeir  conavlale,  liquidating  tbeir 
accounts,  and  selling  tbeir  moveable  property.  Tbey 
shall  call  to  their  assistance  in  this  business  two  mer- 
chants of  their  own  nation,  and  of  tbeir  own  choice, 
and  cause  to  be  deposited  in  tbe  chancery  the  efiects 
and  papers  of  the  deceased  of  tbeir  owo  Qatioo,  without 
being  interrupted  therein  by  any  ofiiteri  military,  jn^ 
dicial,  or  of  tbe  police.  But  neither  tbe  ooosuls  oor 
^ice  consuls  shall  deliver  the  effects  of  the  deceased 
or  tbe  produce  of  tbeir  sales  over  to  the  heir  or  lawfiil 
successor,  or  his  representative  or  attorney,  until  all 
the  debts  which  tbe  deceased  shall  have  contracted  by 
judgment,  act  or  bill,  sball  be  discharged :  tbe  signa<* 
ture  or  handwriting,  and  genuineness  thereof  being 
first  certified  by  two  merchants  of  the  same  nation  with 
the  deceased,  and  of  reputation.  In  all  other  cases 
payment  of  no  debt  shall  be  made,  unless  the  creditor 
shall  first  enter  into  a  bond,  with  one  sufficient  surety 
at  least,  who  is  a  resident  on  the  spot,  for  the  return 
of  all  moneys  unduly  received,  as  well  the  principal  as 
interest  and  costs :  the  surety  shall  not  be  bound  be- 
yond one  year  in  time  of  peace,  and  two  years  in  time 
of  war.  If,  however,  within  that  time  the  creditors 
shall  call  upon  the  lawful  representative  or  successor 
to  the  property  of  the  deceased,  by  a  proper  legal 
process,  and  prove  his  title  to  the  money  so  received, 
.the  surety  shall  stand  discharged. 
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ARTICLE    X. 

The  coDsiils  and  vice  coasuls  retpecliTeiy  sbell  re* 
eeive  the  declarations,  consolate,  or  other  cofMuUr 
actfl)  of  all  captains  and  masters  of  their  respectiTe  na» 
tiofls,  for  damages  received  at  sea  by  leakage  or  the 
thrdwing  of  goods  overboard*  And  all  consulates,  or 
other  coosolar  acts  made  by  them  in  fofreign  ports  for 
accidcats  during  the  voyage,  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
chancery  aforesaid.  If  a  sabject  of  France  and  a  citi* 
ssen  of  the  United  States  be  jointly  interested  in  the 
cargo,  the  damage  shall  be  settled  by  tike  tribonala  of 
Ae  coantry,  not  by  the  consuls  or  vice  consnls*  But 
where  sub^cis  or  citisens  of  then*  own  nation  are  alone 
ifftterested,  the  consul  or  vice  consul  shall  then  choose 
experienced  persons  of  their  respective  nations  to  set- 
tie  the  same. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

hi  every  case  of  a  wrech,  the  nearest  consul  or  vice 
eoosal  may  exercise  his  discretion  in  saving  the  vessel 
wyecjced,  with  her  cargo  and  appurtenances^  and  in 
storing  and  securing  what  is  saved ;  and  may  also  take 
an  inventory  thereof.  In  this  business  no  officer  of  the 
customs,  of  justice,  of  the  police^  or  naval  officer,  shall 
interfere,  but  upon  application  made  to  them  for  assist- 
ance, in  which  case  they  shall  exert  themselves  in  the 
most  effectual  manner.  To  prevent  clashing  of  juris- 
dictions in  case  of  shipwreck,  it  is  agreed,  that  when 
diere  shall  be  no  consul  or  vice  consul,  or  they  may  be 
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more  distant  from  the  place  of  the  accident  than  a 
judge  of  the  country  having  authority  in  such  cases, 
this  judge  shall  immediately  proceed  in  the  exercise  of 
his  authority  according  to  lair ;  but  shall  retire  upon 
the  coming  of  a  consul  or  vice  consul,  into  whose 
hands  he  shall  put  the  whole  business,  ^rendering  an  ac- 
count of  his  transactions,  and  receiving  from  the  consul 
or  vice  consul  reimbursement  for  all  expenses.  What- 
soever is  saved  shall  be  lodged  in  th^  nearest  custom- 
house or  naval  office,  or  where  there  is  no  custom- 
house or  naval  office,  in  the  nearest  place  of  security, 
with  an  inventory  prepared  by  the  consul  or  vice  con- 
sul, or  in  their  absence  by  the  judge  of  the  country  as 
aforesaid.  Upon  the  order  of  the  nearest  consul  or  vice 
consul,  and  without  any  fees  or  perquisites  for  storage 
when  lodged  in  i^ublick  stores,  the  owner  may  reclaim 
the  property  so  saved  in  person,  or  by  attorney ;  and 
may  either  re-export  the  same  free  from  all  duties  of 
exportation,  or  sell  it  in  the  country,  if  goods  of  such 
a  quality  be  not  prohibited.  In  this  latter  case  of  a 
sale  of  unprohibited  goods,  there  shall  be  an  abatement 
of  the  duties  on  importation,  in  proportion  to  the  dama- 
ges sustained  by  the  shipwreck,  to  be  determined  by 
the  account  taken  by  the  consul,  vice  consul  or  judge 
of  the  country,  or  any  other  competent  officer  at  the 
time  of  the  accident. 


AETICLB  xiu 

The  consuls  and  vice  consuls  shall  have,  on  board 
the  vessels  of  their  respective  nations,  all  power  and 
jurisdiction  in  matters  of  a  civil  nature.     They  $ball 
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have  the  power  of  causing  the  laws,  regulations,  and 
ordraaoces  of  their  respective  nations,  concerning  na- 
vigation, to  be  observed  on  board  of  their  said  vessels. 
For  this  purpose  they  shall  freely,  and  without  any  mo- 
lestation or  hindrance  from  any  officer  or  other  person, 
visit  the  said  vessels.  They  may  cause  to  be  arrested 
and  sequestered  every  vessel  carrying  the  flag  of  their 
respective  nations,  and  even  send  them  back  to  France, 
or  the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be,  as  well  at 
arrest  any  captain,  master,  seaman  or  passenger  of 
their  respective  nations.  They  may  cause  to  be  arrest* 
ed  and  detained  in  the  country,  sailors  and  deserters 
of  their  respective  nations,  or  cause  them  to  be  trans* 
ported  therefrom*  It  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
sailors  and  deserters  belonging  to  their  respective  na- 
tions, if  their  names  appear  in  th«  registers  of  the 
vessels,  or  the  roll  of  the  crew.  Proof  being  thus 
made  concerning  sailors  and  deserters,  all  tribunals, 
judges  and  officers  whatsoever,  shall  be  interdicted  and 
disabled  from  taking  recognizance  in  any  manner  of 
complaints  exhibited  by  such  sailors  or  deserters.  But 
they  shall  be  delivered  up  to  an  order  signed  by  the 
consuls  or  vice  consuls,  without  being  detained,  en- 
gaged, or  withdrawn  in  any  manner.  That  these 
powers  vested  inconsuU  and  vice  consuls  may  be  com- 
pletely executed,  all  persons  in  authority  shall  assist 
them  ;  and  upon  a  simple  requisition  made  by  the  con- 
suls or  vice  consuls  in  writing,  shall  cause  to  be  kept 
in  prison,  at  the  disposal  and  cost  of  the  consuls  or 
vice  consuls,  the  sailor$  and  deserters  so  arrested,  un-^ 
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(U  an  opportanky  shall  be  presented  of  sending  then 
out  of  tbe  coiiDtry* 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

All  offences  committed  in  France  by  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  against  a  snbject  of  his  most  christian 
majesty,  shall  be  inquired  into  and  punished  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  France  ;  and  those  committed  in  any 
one  of  the  United  States  by  a  subject  of  his  most 
christian  majesty,  against  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  inquired  into  and  punished  according  to  the 
taws  of  such  state.  But  offences  committed  in  France 
by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States^  against  a  citizen  of 
the  United  Slates,  or  committed  in  any  one  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed  States  by  a  nbjeet  of  his  most  christian  majesty, 
against  a  subject  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  shall  be 
subject  to  ihe  jurisdiction  of  the  consuls  or  vice  con- 
suls of  France,  or  of  the  United  States,  as  the  ease 
may  be. 


ARTICLE   XIV. 

AH  differences  and  disputes  between  the  subjects  of 
his  most  christian  majesty  in  the  United  States,  or 
between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  France, 
and  all  differences  and  disputes  concerning  commerce 
between  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  one 
party  being  resident  in  France  or  elsewhere,  and  ano- 
ther in  the  United  States,  or  between  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  one  party  being  resident  in  the  United 
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States  or  elsewhere,  and  another  in  France,  shall  be 
iMard,  triedand  decided  on  by  the  consuls  or  vile  cod<» 
sols  of  their  respective  nations,  either  by  referring  ^ 
tame  to  arbitration,  or  by  making  a  decree  straiiM* 
rily,  and  without  costs.  No  officer,  civil  or  military, 
shall  iotmueddle*~or  interpose  herein  in  any  respect* 
Appeals  should  be  carried  to  such  courts  as  have  been 
or  may  be  appointed  by  his  most  christian  majesty, 
and  the  United  States,  respectively*  No  disputes  or 
differences,  between  a  subject  of  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  de- 
termined or  taken  up  in  any  manner  by  the  consuls  and 
vice  consuls,  but  shall  be  decided  by  the  couKs  of  the 
country  in  which  the  defendant  shall  be  found. 

ARTICLt   XV* 

The  advantages  to  commerce  having  caused  the 
erection  of  certain  tribunals  in  France,  and  particular 
forms  for  the  speedy  determination  of  commercial 
matters,  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  those  establishments  in  France ;  and 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  will  recom* 
mend  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  estab- 
lish equal  advantages  in  the  speedy  decision  of  causes 
in  fietvour  of  French  merchants,  in  matters  of  the  same 
nature. 


ARTICLE    XVI. 

The  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  be  exempt  from  all 
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pertonftl  services  in  the  place  of  their  residence, 
either  in  France  or  the  United  States,  as  the  case  maj 
be*  Whensoever  any  person  in  France  or  the  United 
States,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  claim  any  pri?ilege 
or  exemption,  as  a  subject  of  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty,  or  of  the  United  States,  before  any  judge,  tribu- 
nal or  officer  whatsoever,  a  certificate  of  the  consul  or 
vice  consul  of  the  district  containing  his  name,  sur- 
name, and  the  place  of  his  residence,  and  the  affidavit 
of  the  person  claiming  such  privilege  or  exemption, 
that  he  is  a  subject  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  or  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  suffi- 
cient evidence  thereof,  unless  the  contrary  shall  mani- 
festly appear* 

ARTICLE    XVII. 

Conformably  to  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty  and  the  United  States,  if  any  other  na- 
tion, by  virtue  of  any  convention  whatsoever,  shall 
receive  greater  indulgence,  either  in  France  or  in 
the  United  States,  with  regard  to  consular  powers, 
privileges,  or  authority,  the  consuls,  vice  consuls, 
agents  and  commissaries  of  France,  and  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  participate  therein.* 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled.     Phi- 
ladelphia, January  25,  1782. 

Signed,  JOHN  HANSON,  President. 

Attest. 

Chablks  THOMSoir,  Secretary. 
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The  plan  of  the  conveation  being  agreed  to,  il 
was 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several 
legislatures  of  these  l/nited  States  to  provide,  by  law, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  speedy  mode  of  admiots- 
taring  jostice  between  subjects  of  his  most  christiaD 
majesty  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  for  vest-* 
ing  persof^s  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  seacoast  with 
power  to  secure  shipwrecked  property  in  the  most  ef- 
fectual manner. 

September  34,  1781,  the  minister  of  France  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  the  following  memorial : 

Philadelphia,  September  24, 1781* 

The  undersigned  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France 
has  the  honour  to  communicate  to  Congress  a  memo- 
rial sent  to  him  by  don  Francisco  Rendon.  He  en- 
treats this  assembly  would  be  pleased  to  take  it  into 
consideration ;  and  be  has  no  doubt  but  the  resolu- 
tion which  they  will  pass  will  be  as  favourable  to 
the  subjects  of  his  catholick  majesty  as  justice  will 
permit* 

LE  CHEV.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

The  memorial  enclosed  is  as  follows  : 

«AT   IT    PLEASE    TOUR    EXCELLENCY, 

Don  Francisco  Rendon,  resident  in  this  city,  enear- 
gado  do  negocios  for  the  court  of  Spain,  with  all  due 
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respect,  iDformi  year  eiceHencj,  That  in  consequence 
of  the  articles  of  capitulation  granted  to  the  troopa 
and  iababttaats  of  his  Britamiick  majesty  at  the  re- 
duction of  Pensacola  by  don  Beroatdo  de  Galves, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  bis  catbolick  om^ 
jesty,  pemiissioB  ras  granted  by  the  governour  of  the 
place  to  captain  Jahleel  Smith,  with  hie  vessel  caUe4 
the  Sally,  her  crew  and  passengers  contained  in  the 
passport,  to  go  to  New  York^  six  of  the  passengers 
being  prisoners  on  parole,  to  be  exchanged  for  an 
equal  number  of  Spanish  prisoners ;  that  in  his  pas- 
sage the  said  flag  was  captured  by  an  American  ?easel 
called  the  Betsey,  captain  E^aos,  beloAging  to  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  ;  that  in  consequence  thereof,  the  said 
J.  Smith  has  presented  fo  me  a  petition  and  an  ac- 
count which  I  besewiib  enclose,  praying  me  to  obtain 
for  him  an  indeaanification  and  payment  Cor  the  dama* 
ges  he  has  sustained,  and  that  liberty  may  be  granted 
him  by  the  supreae  authority  to  pass  freely  to  the 
place  of  his  destination  agreeable  lo  the  permission  of 
the  generals  of  the  king  my  master : — I  therefore  en- 
treat that  your  excellency  would  be  pleased  to  present 
this  memorial,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  to 
the  honourable  Congress,  and  pray  them  to  order  pay- 
ment to  be  made  to  the  captain  of  the  flag  for  the  den 
lay  and  damages  occasioned  by  this  capture,  and  grant 
the  said  prisoners  of  his  catbolick  majesty  mentioned 
in  the  passport  free  permission  to  go  to  New  York,  in 
order  to  discharge  their  pdrole  and  obtain  their  ex- 
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change*    I  am  induced,  by  your  excellency's  goodness 
^  to  hope  for  this  favour,  &c« 

FRANCISCO  RENDON. 

His  Excellency  Chev.  de  la  Luzerne,^ 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  > 
to  the  United  States.  S 


The  foregoing  memorials^  with  the  papers  accoropa* 
nying  them,  being  referred  to  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Cly- 
mer  and  Mr.  Duane,  the  said  committee  returned  the 
following  answer : 

Philadelphia,  September  25,  1781. 

SIR, 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  ever  de- 
sirous to  observe  good  faith  and  maintain  the  rights 
of  neutrality,  and  sincerely  disposed  to  cultivate  the 
friendship  of  his  catholick  majesty,  have  referred  the 
memorial  presented  by  your  excellency  in  favour  of 
Janleel  Smith,  master  of  the  schooner  Sally,  to  a  com* 
mittee  of  Congress,  who  npw  have  it  under  consi- 
deration. . 

To  form  a  right  judgment  of  the  transaction  it  is 
conceived  necessary  that  an  authentick  copy  of  the 
capitulation  granted  by  his  catholick  majesty's  general 
U>  the  British  officer  lately  commanding  at  Pensacola, 
and  referred  to  in  the  memorial  of  don  Francisco  Ren- 
don,  residing  in  this  city,  encargado  <fe  negocios  for 
the  court  of  Spain,  should  be  communicated  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.  In  the  mean  time  it  requires  no  delibera- 
tion to  assure  your  excellency  that  the  laws  of  the  land 
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are  competent  for  redressing  every  injurj  perpetrated 
by  vessels  of  war  commissioned  by  the  United  States, 
or  under  their  authority,  although  the  security  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  the  officers  and  crews  may  not  be 
adequate  to  the  damages  claimed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, ; 

for  the  Committee. 

His  Excellency,  the  Chev.  de  la^ 
Luzerne,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  > 
of  France.  ) 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1781,  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congress  the  following 
'^  heads  of  a  verbal  communication"  made  to  him  by 
the  minister  of  France : 

The  minister  of  France  informed  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  that  the  count  de  Vergennes,  in  a  letter 
to  him  of  the  7th  of  September,  1781,  assured  him 
vhat  the  king  of  France  had  received  with  great  plea- 
sure an  account  of  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Franklin,  and  Mr. 
JayH  appointment  to  the  place  of  ministers  for  the  ne- 
gotiation  of  peace ;  and  after  expressing  favourable 
sentiments  of  them,  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  from  bis  gene- 
ral reputation,  adds,  that  they  have  little  reason  to 
hope  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Laurens,  since  the  enemy 
^ill  probably  continue  his  captivity  during  the  war. 
That  the  king  accepted  with  pleasure  the  proofs  which 
Congress  have  given  him  of  their  confidence  when 
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they  intrusted  to  bis  care  the  interests  of  the  United 
States.    That  he  would  use  his  influence  and  credit  for 
the  adrantage  of   his  allies,  whenever  a  negotiatiob 
should  render  their  interests  a  subject  of  discussion. 
That  if  he  did  not  obtain  for  ev^ty  state  all  fbey  wish- 
ed, they  must  attribute  the  sacrifice  he  might  be  com- 
pelled to  make  of  his  inclinations,  to  the  tyrannick 
rule  of  necessity.    That  however  he  had  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  events  of  the  campaign  would  make 
*an  unfavourable  change  in  the  situation  of  affairs ;  and 
that  from  the  present  view  of  them,  he  had  no  cause 
to  dread  a  disadvantageous  pe^ce.     The  count  adds, 
that  be  presumes  Mr.  Adams  has  communicated  to 
Congress  his  majesty's  refusal  to  accede  to  the  terms^ 
of  the  mediation  of  the  imperial  courts,  until  they  should 
agree  to  acknowledge  the  American  plenipotentiaries^ 
in  the  manner  most  conformable  to  the  dignity  of  the 
United  States ;  and  observes  thereon,  that  if  the  king 
was  so  attentive  to  a  matter  of  form  (though  it  might 
indeed  in  our  present  situation  be  considered  as  im* 
portant,)  he  would  not  be  less  tenacious  of  our  more 
essential  interests,  which  he  will  be  zealous  to  pro- 
mote, as  far  as  circumstances  will  allow.    But  that  if 
notwithstanding  this,  Congress,  or  even  a  considera- 
ble part  of  its  members,  should  regret  the  confidence 
they  had  placed  in  his  majesty,  or  wish  to  free  their 
ministers  from  this  restraint,  his  majesty  would  not 
disapprove  the  measure;   provided  they  made  their 
ministers  answerable,  as  in  justice  they  should  be,  in 
proportion  to  the  powers    with   which  they  invested 
them.     He  expresses  his  satisfaction  at  the  extensive 
powers  with  which  the  ministers  are  invested  as  to  the 
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matter  of  boundary,  and  the  truce,  which  he  ftays,  the 
interests  of  France  as  well  as  of  us,  require  to  be  at 
long  as  possible.  With  respect  to  the  statu  quo^  he 
says,  that  though  from  the  number  of  their  conquests 
itr  would  be  beneficial  both  to  France  and  Spain,  yet  it 
has  not  entered  into  their  system  so  far  as  it  regards 
America,  and  that  his  majesty  accordingly  refused  to 
accede  to  the  plan  of  negotiation  proposed  by  the  me- 
diating powers,  which  held  up  that  idea.  He  exhorts 
the  minister  to  recommend  to  Congress  the  most  vi- 
gorous exertions,  and  to  assure  them  that  the  expulsion 
of  the  enemy  from  this  continent  depends  in  a  great 
measure  on  the  exertion  of  the  United  States;  that 
France  would  be  able  to  afford  us  very  little  assistance ; 
and  that  Britain,  so  far  from  discovering  any  incli- 
nation to  peace  upon  reasonable  terms,  absolutely 
refused  the  plan  of  negotiation  proposed  by  the  mediat- 
ing powers ;  so  that  arms  alone  could  compel  her  to  it. 
He  mentions  that  the  king,  being  apprehensive  that 
the  capture  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  might  reduce 
us  to  some  difficulties,  had  ordered  her  cargo  to  be  re- 
placed immediately ;  and  that  in  consequence  of  ap- 
plications from  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  he 
had  ordered  a  number  of  arms  and  military  stores  to 
be  shipped  to  them,  subject  however  to  the  order  of 
Congress.  That  this,  and  the  cargo  designed  to  re- 
place that  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  were  to  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  loan  negotiated  in  Holland,  which  he 
had  occasion  to  think  would  be  ^completed.  He  ex- 
presses a  desire  that  the  plan  for  the  appointment  of 
consuls  should  be  digested  and  adopted,  as  the  court  of 
France  wished  to  make  it  the  basis  of  some  commer- 
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ciat  arrangements  between  France    and   the  United 
States. 


The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  farther  informed 
Congress,  that  the  minister  of  France  had  communi- 
cated to  him  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
count  de  Vergennes,  which  he  had  transmitted  to  the 
superintendent  of  finance. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  count  de  Vergennei; 
September  7,  1781. 

^*  We  think  that  since  the  arrival  of  colonel  Lau- 
'^  reus,  you  have  stopped  the  bills  of  Mr.  Morris  on 
^'  us,  on  Messrs.  Le  Couteulx.  If  the  superintendent 
^*  has  not  followed  your  advice,  he  will  cause  us  some 
^*  embarrassment,  as  we  have  not  destinated  any  fund 
**  for  that  article.  We  have  peremptorily  declared  to 
*'  Dr.  Franklin,  that  we  will  not  in  future  discharge 
^  any  bills  that  had  not  been  drawn  with  your  consent* 
''  As  to  you,  sir,  we  cannot  but  repeat  our  former  in- 
*^  structions  on  this  subject ;  and  we  direct  you  to  au- 
^^  tborize  do  draft  even  for  a  small  sum.'^ 

JANUARY  29,  1782. 

Minutes  of  a  Communication  made  by  the  Minister 
of  France  to  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  and  by 
him  laid  before  Congress. 

The  minister  of  France  informed  me,  that  he  was 
desirous  of  making  some  communications  from  letters 
received  by  the  Sybil.     Ten  o'clock  this  day  was  ap- 
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pointed  to  receive  thena*  He  accordingly  came,  and 
read  to  me  passages  of  a  letter  of  count  de  Vergenoes 
to  him,  dated  October  17,  1781,  which  contained  in 
substance : 

That  France  wished  (as  was  evident  from  ber  going 
into  the  war  on  our  account)  to  obtain  every  advan- 
tage for  us.  That  powers  at  war  must  often  be  go- 
verned by  circumstances.  That  if  events  would  enable 
her  to  command  them,  we  might  depend  on  every 
thing  she  could  obtain.  That  her  political  system  de- 
pended not  only  on  America,  but  on  the  other  powers 
at  war.  That  if  France  should  continue  hostilities 
merely  on  account  of  America,  after  reasonable  terms 
were  offered,  it  was  impossible  to  say  what  the  event 
might  be.  That  his  majesty  was  however,  at  all  events, 
determined  to  adhere  to  the  true  principles  of  the  al- 
liance, and  would  farther  endeavour  to  obtain  for  us 
whatever  we  demanded,  as  far  as  events  would  jus- 
tify. 

He  observed,  that  people  in  America  appeared  to 
be  greatly  deceived  with  respect  to  the  disposition  of 
the  belligerent  and  mediating  powers,  and  to  imagine 
that  all  were  anxious  for  a  peace ;  that  this  was  so 
hr  from  being  the  case,  that  Great  Britain  had  not  yet 
returned  any  answer  to  the  overtures  of  the  imperial 
courts  ;  nor  had  any  reply  been  made  by  the  latter  to 
the  answer  given  them  by  prance  :  from  which  delay 
it  might  be  easily  imagined  peace  was  far  distant. 
That  from  the  present  situation  of  Spain,  there  was 
strong  reason  to  suppose  she  could  not  spare  us  any 
money,  her  own  operations  requiring  all  she  had.  That 
he  hoped  France  would  not  be  called  upon  to  make  up 
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her  deficiencies,  as  thej  were  in  no  situation  to  make 
new  grants.  Besides,  that  in  order  to  rid  as  of  onr 
embarrassments,  they  had  already  made  efibrts  in  our 
l)ehair,  which  they  had  reason  to  believe  exceeded  oor 
expectations  ;  and  that  what  they  had  done  for  Ameri- 
ca this  year  entitled  them  to  an  exemption  from  further 
demands. 

In  a  letter  of  October  20,  1781,  from  the  count  de 
Vergennes  to  the  minister  of  France,  it  is  observed, 
That  the  United  Provinces  would  not  embarrass  them- 
selves at  present  by  an  alliance  with  us ;  that  in  this 
they  will  follow  the  example  of  Spain  ;  that,  however, 
it  will  be  prudent  to  keep  an  agent  in  Holland,  and 
direct  him  to  advise  constantly  with  Dr.  Franklin,  that 
we  may  observe  some  consistency  in  our  politicks. 
That  he  fears  America  founds  hopes  on  the  aid  of 
Russia ;  that  nothing  can  be  more  groundless ;  that 
though  he  believes  she  is  not  averse  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  America,  yet  we  ought  not  to  expect 
that  she  will  move  a  step  in  our  favoiir ;  that  she  has 
no  particular  interest  in  terminating  the  war ;  that  as 
she  roean^  to  assume  the  character  of  a  mediator,  she 
must  preserve  that  of  justice  and  impartiality ;  tlial 
nothing  therefore  can  extort  from  her  measures  that 
are  favourable  to  us,  but  a  conviction  that  we  cannot 
be  brought  back  to  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain. 
That  this  should  lead  us  to  think  (a  sentiment  which 
be  defiiret  the''  nrnister  to  inculcate)  that  our  success 
depends  upon  our  exertions,  and  upon  our  relinquish- 
ing the  inactfvity  into  which  false  hopes,  excited  by 
success,  do  sometimes  plunge  us. 
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He  repealed,  That  France  could  lend  us  no  more 
money  ;  that  the  ten  millions  borrowed  upon  our  ac- 
count in  Holland  were  greatly  sunk  by  advances  made 
in  France;  that  no  bills  would  be  paid  in  France 
which  the  minister  did  not  authori^  us  to  draw ;  that 
he  hoped  our  officers  would  have  toq  much  prudence 
to  risk  the  credit  of  the  United  States  by  drawing ; 
that  the  negotiations  are  still  inactive,  and  will  remain 
so  till  events  oblige  one  or  other  of  the  parties  to  auc 
for  peace.  That  the  success  of  the  expedition  against 
Portsmouth  (that  being  the  supposed  post  of  Cornwal- 
lis)  might  possibly  have  some  eflfect.  That  the  great 
object  of  England  is  America  ;  that  she  will  not  cede 
it  while  she  can  carry  on  the  war;  that  she  will  cer- 
tainly make  great  exertions  the  ensuing  campaign  $ 
that  equal  exertions  are  therefore  necessary  on  our  part. 
That  Spain  and  Holland  view  America  as  the  great  ob- 
stacle to  a  peace,  from  which  consequences  may  flow 
which  people  of  judgment  may  easily  foresee. 

(Signed)        Robert  r.  Livingston. 

The  minister  of  France  sent  to  Conjgress  a  note  of 
which  the  following  is  a  translation : 

NOTE. 

Philadelphia,  January  38,  1782. 
The  undersigned  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France 
to  the  United  States  has  the  honour  to  inform  Con- 
gress, that  the  loan  of  ten  millions  of  livres,  opened 
in  Holland  for  account  of  the  United  States,  was  in  a 
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great  tneasare  foil  in  the  month  of  October  last,  and 
that  the  interest  is  settled  at  tout  per  cent.  It  is  there- 
fore now' proper  that  the  Congress  should  send  doctor 
Franklin  the  necessary  instructions  and  power  to  pass 
acts  binding  the  United  State*  to  his  majesty  to  pay 
this*  loan,  as  well  as  the  interests  and  costs  arising 
thereby.  The  undersigned  has  informed  the  sopi^rin* 
tendent  of  finance,  that  after  deducting  advances, 
which  his  majesty  has  made  on  the  credit  of  that  loan^ 
there  would  remain  about  four  millions  of  livres  at  the 
disposition  of  the  United  States  when  it  shall  be  fully 
completed. 

LE  CHEV.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  not^,  with  the  commu- 
nications made  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiairls,  be 
referred  to  him  to  report. 

FEBRUARY  5,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  note  from  the  honourable  the 
minister  of  France, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  powers  and  instrut- 
tions  be  given  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  the  court  of  Versailles. 

Whereas  the  minister  of  his  most  christian  majesty 
hath  informed  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, that  the  loan  of  ten  millions  of  livres  tournois, 
opened  in  Holland  on  account  of  these  United  States, 
was  in  a  great  measure  eompleted  in  October  last, 
and  requested  in  consequence  thereof,  that  full  powersr 

VOL.  III.  12 
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migh,^  bn  wpQilkfd  tQ  bind  tWsei  UoiledSftitM  to  4i^ 
ci^{\r^  ih^  pffioeij^  %bA  inter^&i  ^  ihe  said  Ipao 
9i;re99  ^7  iot  ibe  t^rqM  iherpo^  >rteb  siiob  «:( peoaes  a« 
Plight  bfkvf  ^ccrue4  i>Q  lo^Jkin?  aiucii  iMa;  You  ar4 
^er«ft)Pe  hereby  ^uth^i^d,  dir^ctf  d  Qod  tinpoweredi 
(o  ^oUr  into  such  Qfig9igemei)U  wUh  hj«  mos^  cbria^wi 
q^j^8|ty,  iffith  ihe  ^Dai^a  geaecal  of  the  United.  PrQvia- 
pes^  Wiih  aoy  partiwJan  sti^te  oi?  pro^^inqq,  or  m\h  wj 
man  or  body  of  gfi^n  wbiaupever,  wi(>K  wb-om  y^u  nwyr 
'find  it  n(e/Qf?3fta??y  w  flnir^i:  inv?  Qngagwienlft>  fce  Mm 
pmnpc^  c^bindiM^  ihesfi  United  Slut^s  tQ  di4iQb«^?99 
the  said  loan  with  (he  interest,  agreeably  tq  tb^  t^fJM 
theji^Qf^  ft^nd  9lsQ.f9r  ()it  repaj<i^?fi^  ^f  such  expenses 
as  have  arisen,  or  may  arise  by  reason  of  the  said  loan. 
4qdi  ^^  ff^l4  y^iM  St^Us  of  ^pQi-ica  do  Ip^fbj 
ple^  tbei^  f^itb  ^  C9pfirip  ifrhat  yoi:^  sb^U  e^^cu^  i# 
pursuance  of  the  above  power. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifth  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  bun* 
dred  and  e^hty-two,  and  in  the  sixth  year  of  our 
independence* 

By  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  assen^bled. 

JOHN  HANSON,  president. 

CHARLES  Tbomsqn,  Secretary. 


FEPRUARY  8,  ^82, 

On  the  report  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiain,  lo 
whom  was  referred  the  oommunication  made  to  him  by 
thet  minister  of  France,  eotUaining,  among  other  things, 
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an  opihioh  of  ibne  count  de  Vergetifnfts,  tbat  Ate  «fttto- 
Rck  iBejestj  i^ill  ntyt  liaYe  it  ib  tin  jfown  to  itln^ce 
ftny  mm\ej  to  tiie  United  Stateis^  «fid  ^xpressing^  iift 
strong  terms,  the  count's  bcpes  that  the  United  Suteb 
will  not  imagine  that  France  sliokiiil  nake  up  the  simi 
they  expiected  frorn  Spain«  after  the  asai^^nce  they 
hare  already  derived  from  France — 

Resolved,  That  Congfeis  ar^  Ailly  sensible  of  the 
frequent,  friendly  and  generous  intefpositron  of  his 
most  christian  tnvjesty  in  their  behalf,  and  are  ted 
from  Ihence  to  h^fie  a  continuation  of  his  assistance, 
swce  ftolhtng  has  been  wanting  on  their  part  sio  to  ap- 
ply the  aid  he  generously  affords  as  to  distress  the 
common  enemy,  and  lead  to  the  great  ot>jcct  of  their 
alliance,  a  safe  and  honourable  peace.      * 

Resolved,  That  Congress  cannot,  without  injustice 
to  themselves  and  their  ally,  withhold  from  him  a 
knowledge  of  their  present  circumstances,  or  neglect 
to  miention  the  ruinous  consequences  that  may  attend  a 
refusal  of  those  aids,  which  as  well  the  friendly  dispo- 
sitions of  his  most  christian  majesty,  as  the  success 
that  hath  attended  his  interposition  in  their  behalf,  gave 
them  reason  to  hope  would  be  continued  till  the  states, 
which  have  lately  been  ravaged  by  the  enemy,  had  so 
far  recovered  their  commerce  and  agricultare  as  to  be 
kkAe  more  effectually  to  contribute  to  the  general  ex- 
pense $  and  that  bis  majesty  may  be  assured  that  their 
applications  for  this  purpose  shall  not  exceed  what 
may,  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the 
common  cause. 

Rjesolved,  That  tile  secretary  for  foreign  ^thirSf  cton- 
sttlting  with  the  Superintendent  of  finance,  explain  t^ 
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the  miDister  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Ve^ 
sallies  the  extensive  advantages  which  hare  resulted 
from  moneys  supplied  by  bis  most  christian  majesty  to 
these  United  States,  and  the  engagements  which  hare 
been  entered  into  with  a  view  to  render  the  next  cam- 
paign decisive,  the  consequence  of  failing  in  those  en- 
Sagements,  and  the  little  prospect  there  is  of  fulfilling 
them  without  an  additional  loan  or  subsidy,  for  the 
year  17^2,  of  at  least  twelve  millions  of  livres  tour- 
nois,  in  order  that  the  said  minister  may  present  a  me- 
morial on  this  subject  to  his  most  christian  majesty, 
and  at  the  same  time  lay  before  him  the  several  resolu- 
tions lately  passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  which  evidence  their  unalterable  resolution 
to  make  every  exertion  for  a  vigorous  campaign  which 
their  present  situation  will  allow. 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be 
and  he  is  hereby  instructed  and  empowered  io  bor* 
row,  on  account  of  these  United  States,  the  sum  of 
twelve  millions  of  livres  tournois,  and  to  enter  into  en- 
gagements on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  the  re- 
payment of  the  same,  together  with  the  interest,  which 
is  not  to  exceed  the  terms  allowed  or  given  on  national 
security  id  Europe. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  of  (he 
secretary  for  foreign  aflbirs  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

FEBRUARY  12,  1782. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  secretary 
for  foreign  afiairs  to  endeavour  to  collect  in  as  authen- 
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tick  a  form  as  possible,  such  papers  as  may  tend  to  evi- 
.dence  tbe  limits  claimed  by  the  United  States  in  the 
resolution  of  tlie  13tb  day  of  August,  1779. 

FEBRUARY  22,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Elle- 
ry,  Mr*  Randolph  and  Mr.  Eveleigh,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  letter  of  the  25th  January,  from  the  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs  respecting  his  department. 

Resolved,  That  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  be 
under  the  direction  of  such  ofiScer  as  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  have  already  for  that  purpose 
appointed,  or  shall  hereafter  appoint,  who  shall  be 
styled  "  Secretary  to  the  United  States  of  America  for 
the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,^^  shall  reside  where 
Congress  or  the  committee  of  the  states  shall  sit,  and 
hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 

That  the  books,  records  and  other  papers  of  the 
United  States  that  relate  to  this  department,  be  com- 
mitted to  his  custody,  to  which,  and  all  other  papers 
of  his  office,  any  member  of  Congress  shall  have  ac- 
cess ;  provided  that  no  copy  shall  be  taken  of  matters 
of  a  secret  nature  without  the  special  leave  of  Con- 
gress. 

That  the  correspondence  and  communications  with 
the  ministers,  consuls  and  agents  of  the  United  States 
in  foreign  countries,  and  with  the  ministers  and  other 
officers  of  foreign  powers  with  Congress,  be  carried 
on  through  the  office  of  foreign  aflbirs  \y  the  said  sec- 
retary, who  is  also  empowered  to  correspond  with  all 
ether  persons  from  whom  he  may  expect  to  receive 
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useful  information  rdatiTe  to  his  departnmnt ;  provid- 
ed always,  that  letter^  to  tniniBtfers  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  mittisters  of  foreign  pOw^ri,  which  have  a  df^ 
rect  reference  to  treaties  or  conventions  proposed  to 
be  entered  into,  or  instructions  relative  thereto,  or 
other  great  national  subjects,  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
inspactimi  and  receive  the  approbation  of  Congress 
before  they  shall  be  transmitted. 

That  the  secretary  for  the  department  of  foreign  af- 
fairs correspond  with  the  governours  or  presidents  of 
all  or  any  of  the  United  States,  affording  them  such  in- 
formation from  his  department  as  may  be  useful  to 
their  states  or  to  the  United  States,  stating  complaints 
that  may  have  been  urged  against  the  government  of 
any  of  the  said  states,  or  the  subjects  thereof,  by  the 
sutyects  of  foreign  powers,  so  that  justice  may  be  done 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  such  state,  or  the  charge 
proved  to  be  groundless,  and  the  honour  of  the  go- 
vernment vindicated.  He  shall  receive  the  applica- 
tions of  all  foreigners  relative  to  his  department,  which 
are  designed  to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  and  advise 
the  mode  in  which  the  memorials  and  evidence  shaU 
be  stated,'  in  order  to  afford  Congress  the  most  compre- 
hensive view  of  the  subject;  and  if  he  conceives  it 
necessary,  accompany  such  memorial  with  his  report 
thereon.  He  may  concert  measures  with  the  ministers 
or  officers  of  foreign  powers  amicably  to  procure  the 
redress  of  private  injuries,  which  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  tnay  have  received  from  a  foreign  pow* 
er,  or  the  subjects  thereof,  making  minutts  of  all  his 
transactions  relative  thereto,  which  have  passed  on 
such  occasions.     He  shall  report  on  all  cases  ei press- 


^  rQferrod  to  him  for  that  piuvpofte  by  Congress^  ^nd 
Mall  oth«F$.  louohiDg  h»  dep^riaieti^  in  whWk  k^ 
^y  coQceiive  U  Utecefsaiy.  iiKl  that  h«  e»»y  aoquir^ 
tbftt  intimate  kRowkdge  af  ihe  8ftetiiiica,ta  olCoogMM 
whicib  i$  necessary  for  bi«  dir^ction^  h«  onay  at  a^ 
Uw^s  attend  upKHi  Congress )  aad  shall  p^iriioularlyatT 
lan^  whw  sMmiQoned  or  ordered  by  tha  President,  ijq 
i|ii^y  giv^  k^formatiiQa  to  Congro^a  respiting  liia  4^ 
jm\mUkU  a^pjaio  aiid  aixswep  objectioos  to  kifi  report 
wbeo  ua4«Y  ciOMkkration,  if  r^qgir^d  by  a,  i^^imbei?^ 
aid  no  objec^m  be'iaada  by  Con^r^s,  Ue  ^baU  %a^ 
awef  (a  su«h  i^qoiiiiaA  respecting  bia  depavto^nt  a| 
may  be  put  from  tb^  chair  by  offd«r  of  Coagreaa»  ai^ 
to  quesUons  aiatod  i^  wfitijr^  about  imt|teff«  of  fy^i 
aibicb  be  wMhio  bi^  Knowledge^  wheo  put  by  lb9 
Pfes^ant  at  (be  c^q«iQ8t  ol  ^  member^  and  not  dtaap* 
proved  of  by  Congress.  The  answers  to  such  que$n 
liooa  majf*  at  tb«  optipft  ^  th^  9e<;retary,  be  delivered 
by  him  in  writing.  He  shall,  bav^  ^e^  acc^aa  tOi  tht 
pf^eva  a ^1  records  of  the  United  States  in  tihe  Qusxody 
of  tJj^ir  sacr^t^ify,  or  io  the  9^e8.of  finaiv?e  and  waf 
%fd  eU^wbere.  He  may  b««  furnished  with  Qopies^.oir 
take  extrs^cts  tbefefroia,  wb^n  b^  sball  find  it  aec^asa-i 
ry.  f^q  sbajl  u^e  od^ana  to  obtain  from  thio  lainisters 
^  agei^Si  of  tbei  United  States,  io  fpr^igo  couatries 
f^O  Qh9t|f^ct  of  their  present  $tate,  thoiir  commercey  fi- 
i^nqea,  naval  and  military  strength,  ^nd.  the  cbars^tor^ 
qf  sovereigns  and  ministers,  and  every  otber  poJijtioal 
if^forii^ation  \ybich  may  be  qseful  to  the  United  Statea» 
i^l|  letters  to  sovereign  powers,  letters  of  credeot^e) 
plans  of  treaties,  conventions,  manifestoes,  instruciiooSf 
p^porttS,  s9^ff-con<b)cU  e^nd  other  acta  of  Congn^  re- 
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ladve  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  when  the 
substance  thereof  shall  hare  been  previously  agreed 
to  in  Congress,  shall  be  reduced  to  form  in  the  office  of 
foreign  affairs,  and  submitted  to  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  when  passed,  signed  and  attested,  sent  to 
the  office  of  foreign  affairs  to  be  countersigned  and 
forwarded*  If  an  original  paper  is  of  such  a  nature  at 
cannot  be  safely  transmitted  without  cyphers,  a  copy 
in  cyphers,  signed  by  the  secretary  for  the  department 
of  foreign  affairs,  shall  be  considered  as  authentick,  and 
the  ministers  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts  may 
govern  themselves  thereby  in  the  like  manner  as  if  the 
originals  had  been  transmitted.  And  for  the  better  ex- 
ecution of  the  duties  hereby  assigned  him,  he  is  aa- 
thorized  to  appoint  a  secretary  and  one,  or  if  necessa- 
ry, more  clerks,  to  assist  him  in  the  business  of  his 
office. 

Resolved,  That  the  salaries  annexed  to  tbis  depart- 
ment shall  be  as  follows  : 

To  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  affairs,  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  exclusive  of  office  expenses,  to 
commence  from  the  first  day  of  October  last. 

To  the  secretary,  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

To  the  clerks,  each  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs,  and  each  of  the  persons  employed  un- 
der him,  shall  take  an  oath  before  a  judge  of  the  state 
where  Congress  shall  sit,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  respectivenrusts,  and  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
United  States,  before  they  enter  upon  office. 

Resolved)  That  the  act  of  the  lOlh  of  January,  1781, 
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tetptelii^  the  depajrtment  of  ftMign  affairs,  be  and 
hereby  it  repealed* 


FEBRUARY  27,  1782. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  af- 
fairs, was  taken  into  consideration :  And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  United  States 
•f  America  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  be  and 
be  is  hereby  empowered,  to  settle  the  wages  of  the  two 
persons  who  have  hitherto  been  employed  as  secreta- 
ries or  clerks  in  his  oflSce  for  the  time  they  have  serv- 
ed, at  the  rate  of  seven  hundred  and  fifly  dollars  per 
annom  eac(« 

Ordered,  That  the  remamder  of  the  letter  touching 
the  appointment  of  two  under  secretaries  instead  of  a 
secretary,  be  committed. 

MARCH  1,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
a  letter  of  23d  February,  from  the  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
22d  of  February  last  as  authorizes  the  secretary  for 
for  foreign  affairs  to  appoint  a  secretary,  and  annexes  to 
that  office  the  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, be  and  hereby  is  repealed ;  and  that  the  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
appoint,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  two  under 
secretaries ;  and  that  the  first  under  secretary  be  allow- 
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ed  eight  buniJred  dollars  per  «nnutn,.  and  the  tecood 
under  secretary  seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum* 


MARCH  II,  1782. 

On  (h^  request  of  a  coimnittee,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red a  letter  of  26th  February  from  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs 
draw  up  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  the  prize  money 
due  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  Bon  Homme  Rich- 
ard and  the  Alliance  frigate,  in  the  hands  of  the  sieur 
Le  Ray  de  Chaumont,  in  Paris,  and  request  the  minis- 
ter of  France  to  transmit  the  same,  with  the  vouchers 
to  support  it^  to  his  court,  and  obtain  the  interposition 
of  his  -coxni  to  have  immediate  justice  done  to  the 
claimants,  by  the  payment  of  the  prize  money  into  the 
hands  of  the  consul  general  of  these  United  States  in 
France,  for  the  use  of,  and  to  be  distributed  among,  the 
«aid  officers  and  crews,  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  write  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
iin  France  to  exert  himself  in  obtaining  justice  for  the 
^kimanta. 

APRIL  30,  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jones, 

Resolved,  Thai  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 

United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid  be  informed,  that 

Congress  entirely  approve  of  bis  conduct  as  detailed 

in  his  letter  ofihe  3d  of  October  last ;  that  the  Umita- 
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tioo  affixed  by  liim  'to  the  proposed  aarrender  of  the 
naTigatioD  of  the  Mississippi  in  particular,  corres* 
ponds  with  the  views  of  Congress  ;  that  they  observe, 
not  without  surprise  and  concern,  that  a  proposition  so 
liberal  in  itself,  and  which  removed  the  only  avowed 
obstacle  to  a  connexion  between  the  United  States  and 
bis  catholick  majesty,  should  not  have  produced  great- 
er effects  on  the  counsels  of  the  latter;  that  the  sur- 
render of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  was  meant 
as  the  price  of  the  advantages  promised  by  an  early 
and  intimate  alliance  with  the  Spanish  monarchy  ;  and 
that  if  this  alliance  is  to  be  procrastMiated  till  the  con* 
elusion  of  the  war,  the  reason  of  the  sacrifice  will  no 
longer  exist ;  that  as  every  day  which  the  proposed 
treaty  is  delayed,  detracts  from  the  obligation  and  in- 
ducement of  the  United  States  to  adhere  to  their  over- 
ture, it  is  the  instruction  of  Congress,  that  he  urge  to 
the  ministers  of  bis  catholtcb  majesty  the  obUgation  it 
imposes  on  Spain  to  make  the  It eaty  the  more  liberal 
on  her  part,  and  that  in  particular  he  use  his  endea- 
vours to  obtain,  in  consideration  of  such  deby,  either 
an  enlargement  of  her  pecuniary  aids  to  the  United 
States,  a  facilitating  of  the  use  of  the  Mississipi  to  the 
citizens  thereof,  or  some  peculiar  indulgences  in  the 
commerce  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  America*. 

MAY  1,  1782.  ' 

The  secretary  for  fore^n  affairs  having  laid  before 
Congress  the  following  minutes  of  a  communication 
made  to  him  the  3ftth  of  April,  by  the    minister  of 
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France,  from  leUers  of  the  count  de  Vergennes,  dated 
d4th  December  aod  32d  January  last,  viz. 

^^  After  expressing  his  satisfaction  in  the  socceat  of 
^Vourarms  io  Virginia,  he  laments  the  weakneas  of 
^'  our  army,  and  the  incapacity  in  which  it  kavea  us 
^  of  pursuing  so  important  a  blow,  before  England  caa 
^(  recover  it.     He  says,  though  the  plan  of  the  ensuing 
^<  campaign  is  not  yet  determined  on,  he  has  reaaoa  to 
^*  believe  that  means  will  be  used  to  aid  ue  io  the  ex* 
'^  eriions  we  shall  make  to  expet  the  enemy  from  this 
^<  cofxinent ;  and  he  wishes  that  this  consideratioo, 
<^  and  the  obstinate  adherence  of  the  British  to  their 
^^  plan  of  subduing  this  country,  evidenced  by  their 
^<  answer   to    the  mediators^  may   rouse  the  United 
<'  States  to  an  early  and  animated  exertion.     He  ob- 
*^  serves,  that  the  British  are  much  embarrassed  wilh 
^^  respect  to  ii»  measures  they  oughl  to  pursue  ;  that 
^*  they  still  continue  to  represent   us  as  a  weak  and  ^ 
<*  divided  people,  in  the  hope  that  this  may  have  some 
«<  effect  upon  the  powers  of  Europe,  more  particularly 
^*  upon  the  mediators.     He  is  of  opinion  that  Englcknd 
*^  will  endeavour  to  make  proposala   to  the  several 
*^  states  separately ;  and   though  he  does  noC  appre- 
^^  bend  that  they  will  succeed  in  theit  attempt  to  de- 
<^  tach  them  from  tlie  alliance,  yet  he  presumes,  while 
^'  the  issue  is  unknown,  that  they  will  avail  themselves 
*^  of  it  to  induce  a  belief  that  they  have  a  considerable 
**  interest  in  this  country,  and  that  the  people  at  large 
^<  wish   to  be  connected  with  them*     He  hopes  the 
*'  wisdom  of  Congress  will  devise  some  means  to  frus* 
**  trate  this  design.    'He  ex  presses- in  strong  terms  the 
<'  resolution  of  hisNmajestyito  adhere  to  the  principles 
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**  of  the  alliance,  and  ta  form  no  treaty  of  peace 
^^  which  does  not  secure  to  the  United  States  the  ob- 
"jectsofit/' 

And  this  commoniealioB  having  been  referred  vto  a 
comoiittee,  and  the  conunittee  reported  thereon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  be 
asd  he  is  hereby  directed  to  make  a  confideniial  com- 
nonication  to  the  several  states  of  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived  by  Congress  09  the  39th  April  last  through  bis 
department,  in  order  that  the  states  may  be  more  fally 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  such  united  and  deter- 
mined exertions  as,  with  the  co-operation  of  our  gene- 
rous ally,  will  expel  the  enemy  from  their  remaining 
poats  within  the  United  Slates^  and  display  to  the  world 
the  £alsehood  of  the  assertions  of  the  JBritish  court,  that 
the  people  of  these  states  are  neither  united,  nor  de- 
termined in  support  of  their  national  independence. 

MAY  2,  1782. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  informed  Congress, 
that  the  honourable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France  has  received  a  letter  from  his  most  christian 
majesty  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
announcing  the  birthof  a  Dauphin ;  and  that  the  minis- 
ter desif es  a  publick  audience  at  which  he  may  deli- 
ver the  letter:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Monday  the  13th  instant,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  be  assigned  for  the  publick  audience. 
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MAY  4,  1782. 

On  a  report  from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  as 
agent  of  marine,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
the  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  pre^ 
pare  a  state  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  a  plan  for  the  protection  thereof;  and 
that  the  superintendent,  as  agent  of  marine,  make  ap- 
plication to  the  commanders  of  the  fleets  of  France 
and  Spain  in  the  West  Indies,  for  such  protection  as 
may  be  in  their  power  to  afibrd. 

That  the  agent  of  marine  prepare  a  draft  of  an  ap- 
plication to  be  made  by  Congress  to  the  court  of 
France  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  United 
States,  and  report  to  Congress. 

MAY  7,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bou- 
dinot,  Mr.  Atlee  and  Mr.  Rulledge,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  letter  of  the  34th  April,  from  ^the^governoar 
of  Connecticut, 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  a&irs  in- 
form  our  minister  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  that  it  is 
the  desire  of  Congress  that  he  make  application  to 
the  court  of  France  for  direction  to  the  commander  of 
his  most  christian  majesty's  navy  in  the  West  Indies  to 
forward  the  number  of  prisoners  due  to  these  United 
States  to  some  port  thereof,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
exchanged  for  our  prisoneri  at  New  York. 
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On  the  report  of  a  committee,  conatstiDg  of  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr*  BoudiDot  and  Mr.  Madison,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  report  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs 
relative  to  the  ceremonial  on  admitting  the  minister  of 
France  to  a  publick  audience, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  shall  come  in  his  own 
coach  to  the  state  house,  and  shall  be  received  at  the 
loot  of  the  steps  by  two  members  of  Congress  deputed 
for  that  purpose,  who  shall  conduct  him  to  his  seat  in 
the. room  of  Congress.  As  the  minister  enters,  the 
President  and  the  house  shall  rise.  The  President 
remaining  covered,  the  minister  shall  bow  to  the  Pre- 
sident, and  then  to  the  house,  before  he  takes  his  seat* 
The  President  shall  uncover  his  head  as  he  returns  his 
bow.  The  minister  shall  then  seat  and  cover  himself. 
The  members  conducting  him  shall  sit  on  each  side  of 
him.    The  members  of  the  house  sh^ll  seat  themselves. 

When  the  minister  speaks,  he  shall  rise.  The  Pre* 
sident  and  house  shall  remain  sitting  till  he  has  spoken, 
and  delivered  his  letter  by  his  secretary  to  the  secre* 
tary  of  Congress,  who  shall  deliver  it  to  be  read  by 
Nthe  interpreter  in  the  original  language.  The  inter- 
preter shall  then  deliver  a  translation  to  be  read  by 
the  secretary  of  Congress.  After  which  the  President 
shall  deliver  his  answer  standing  and  covered;  the 
minister  and  the  house  also  standing,  but  uncovered. 
The  President  and  the  minister  having  bowed  to  ieach 
other,  and  the  latter  to  the  house,  who  shall  be  stand- 
ing to  receive  it,  he  shall  be  conducted  to  the  foot  of 
the  stairs  of  the  state  house  in  the  same  manner  ta 
which  he  came  in. 


After  the  Mdience  shall  bt  orer,  (be  boose  shall 
adjourn* 

That  places  be  assigaed  for  the  principals  in  the 
three  executive  departments  onder  Congress,  and  for 
the  president  and  executive  council  of  the  state. 

That  general  officers,  judges  of  appeal^  the  treasu- 
reff  paymaster  general,  comptroller,  auditor,  and  chap* 
kins  of  Congress,  the  assistants  and  principal  secreta* 
ries  in  each  of  the  departments,  be  admitted  without 
the  bar  of  the  house.  - 

That  the  secretary  at  war  take  order  to  receive  the 
minister  with  military  honour,  and  to  conclude  the  au* 
dience  with  the  discharge  of  thirteen  cannon  and  a 
feu  de  joie  of  musketry ;  and  for  the  display  of  fire 
works  in  the  evening  at  8  o'clock. 

That  all  that  relates  to  the  placing  the  persons  par- 
ticularly admitted  to  the  audience  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  Congress. 

That  each  member  of  Congress  be  entitled  to  admit 
two  persons,  and  be  furnished  with  tickets  for  the  pur* 
pose  by  the  secretary. 

That  tickets  be  sent  by  the  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs  to  such  foreigners  or  other  strangers  as  he  may 
judge  it  proper  to  admit,  who  shall  give  invitations  in 
the  name  of  Congress  to  the  president  and  council  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  principals  of  three  executive  de- 
partments under  Congress,  and  such  other  persons  as 
<fae  may  think  proper. 

That  on  Monday  nAct  an  entertainment  be  provided 
by  Congress,  at  the  city  tavern,  for  the  minister  of 
France  and  his  suite,  to  be  under  direction  of  the  sec- 
'Xetary  for  foreign  affairs. 
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That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  commanier  in  chief 
and  to  the  commander  in  the  southern  department,  by 
the  secretary  for  foreign  a&irs,  informing  them  of  the 
pnbhck  annunciation  of  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin  ;  that 
the  same  may  be  published  in  both  armies  with  such 
demonstrations  of  joy  as  their  commanders  shall  res- 
pectively direct. 

That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  also  inform  the 
governours  and  presidents  of  the  respective  states  of 
the  birth  of  an  heir  to  the  crown  of  France,  that  the 
people  in  each  state  may  partake  in  the  joy  which  an 
event  that  so  nearly  affects  the  happiness  of  their 
great  and  generous  ally  cannot  fail  to  excite. 

MAY  8,  1782. 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  was 

read  in  the  words  as  follows : 

y      ' 
"Philadelphia,  May  7,  1782. 

«*  SIR, 

^^  Mr.  Jay,  in  his  letter  of  the  third  October  last, 
"holds  forth  the  idea  of  sending  an  envoy  to  Lisbon. 

"As  in  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs  this  may 
"not  be  thought  to  promise  advantages  equivalent  to 
"  the  expense  the  United  States  will  incur  thereby,  or 
"  the  loss  of  reputation  they  may  sustain  if  their  soli- 
"  citations  should  be  rejected,  1  take  the  liberty  to  r«- 
"  quest  the  sense  of  Congress  on  their  resolution  of 
"  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclos- 
"  ed.     I  must  confess  it  appears  to  me,  that  in  our  pre- 
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^^  sent  circomstances  a  Yariety  of  reasons  present  them- 
^^  themselves  for  its  repeal. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your 

"  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"ROBT.  R.  LIVINGSTON." 

"  The  honourable  Mr.  Carroll, 
'' Chairman  of  Congress." 

Thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Telfair, 

Resolved,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  Mr.  Jay  not 
to  send  Mf.  Carmichael  to  the  court  of  Portugal  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  eleventh  day  of  July 
1781,  unless  he  shall  give  good  grounds  to  expect  that 
such  a  measure  will  attain  the  object  proposed  by  the 
superintendent  of  finance. 

MAY  10,  1782. 

Congress  proceeded  to  elect  two  members  to  receive 
and  conduct  the  minister  of  France  to  his  seat  at  the 
audience  on  Monday  next. 

The  members — Mr.  Rutledge  and  Mr.  Wharton. 

MAY  13,  1782. 

According  to  order,  the  honourable  the  minister  of 
France  being  admitted  to  a  publick  audience,  address* 
ed  Congress  in  a  speech  of  which  the  following  is  a 
translation  : 
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GENTLEMEN    OF    THE    CONGRESS,  ^ 

Since  the  alliance  so  happily  concluded  between  the 
king  my  master  and  the  United  States,  you  have  taken 
too  intimate  a  part  in  every  event  which  interest- 
ed his  glory  and  happiness  not  to  learn  with  sincere 
joy,  that  Providence  has  granted  a  Dauphin  to  the 
wishes  of  the  king  your  ally  and  to  those  of  France. 
His  majesty  imparts  this,  event,  gentlemen,  in  the  let- 
ter which  I  am  directed  to  have  the  honour  of  deliver* 
ing. 

The  connexions  which  unite  the  two  nations,  con* 
nexions  formed  in  justice  and  humanity,  and  strength- 
ened by  mutual  interests,  will  be  as  durable  as  they 
are  natural. 

The  prince  who  is  just  born  will  one  day  be  the 
friend  and  ally  of  the  United  States.  He  will  in  his 
turn  support  them  with  all  his  power ;  and  while  in  his 
dominions  he  shall  be  the  father  and  protector  of  his 
people,  he  will  be  here  the  supporter  of  your  children^ 
and  the  guaranty  of  their  freedom. 

The  tetter  from  his  most  christian  majesty  was  then 
delivered  and  read,  of  which  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation : 

VERT  DEAR  GREAT  FRIENDS  AND  AI/LIE&,- 

Satisfied  of  the  interest  you  take  in  every  event 
which  affects  us,  we  are  anxious  to  inform  you  of  the- 
precious  mark  which  divine  Providence  has  just  given- 
us  of  his  goodness,  and  of  the  protection  he  ha»  grants- 
ed  to  our  kingdom.  We  do  not  doubt  tbat  you  will 
partake  in  the  joy  we  feel  on  like  birlh  of  oup  son  ibe 
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Dauphin,  of  whom  the  queen  our  most  dear  spouse  is 
just  now  happily  delivered. 

You  will  easily  be  convinced  of  the  pleasure  with 
which  we  shall  receive  every  proof  that  you  may  give 
of  your  sensibility  upon  this  occasion*  We  cannot 
renew  at  a  period  more  affecting  to  us  the  assurance  of 
our  affection  and  of  our  constant  friendship  for  you. 
Upon  which  we  pray  God  that  he  would  have  you, 
very  dear  great  friends  and  allies,  in  his  holy  keeping. 
Written  at  Versailles,  the  22d  of  October,  1781. 
Your  good  friend  and  ally. 

(Signed)  LOUIS. 

(Underneath)    Gravier  db  Verobnnes. 

The  President  then  addressed  the  piinister  as  fol- 
lows : 

SIR, 

The  repeated  instances  of  friendship  which  the 
United  States  of  America  have  received  from  his  most 
christian  majesty  give  him  too  just  a  title  to  their  af- 
fectioi^s  to  permit  them  tOkbe  indifferent  to  any  event 
which  interests  bis  happiness.  Be  assured,  sir,  that 
Congress  learn  with  the  most  lively  satisfaction,  that  it 
has  pleased  the  divine  Giver  of  all  good  gifts  to  bless 
their  august  ally  with  an  heir  to  his  throne.  Our  ear- 
nest prayer  is,  that  be  may  with  it  inherit  the  virtues 
which  have  ^qquired  to  his  majesty  so  qniich  glory,  and 
to  his  dominions  so  much  prosperity,  and  which  will 
he  the  means  of  cementing  and  strengthening  the  union 
sp  happily  t  iCbiisbed  between  the  two  natiooa-^r-a 
union,  the  mutu^J  ^vantages  of  which  become  dail/ 
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more  conspicuons,  sod  which  has  derived  new  lustre 
and  additiooe]  force  from  every  effort  of  the  common 
^neipy  to  dissolve  it.  Congress  do  not  enlarge  upon 
Uiis  subject,  but  satisfy  themselves  with  the  represen- 
tations which  your  own  observations  will  enable  you 
and  your  regard  to  the  interests  of  both  countries  will 
induce  you  to  make  of  the  affectionate  attajchment 
which  every  rank  of  people  in  these  states  manifest  to 
your  sovereign,  and  of  their  inviolable  fidelity  to  the 
principles  of  the  alliance* 

MAY  14,  1782, 

The  superintendent  of  finance,  pursuant  to  the  order 
of  the  4th  of  this  month,  reported  a  state  of  the  com-' 
merce  of  the  United  States,  and  a  plan  for  the  protec* 
tion  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  El- 
lery, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  transmit  the  state  of 
commerce  and  plan  for  its  protection,  reported  by  the 
superintendent  of  finance,  to  the  minister  plenipotentia* 
ry  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  to  be 
by  him  communicated  to  that  court,  with  an  application 
for  its  concurrence  in  the  said  plan. 

The  plan  reported  by  the  superintendent  is  as  fol- 
lows :  S 

In  forming  a  state  of  the  American  commerce  it 
will  be  proper  rather  to  consider  what  it  might  be 
&an  what  it  is ',  andf  to  con|ine  the  idea  of  what  it 
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might  be  to  the  state  of  war,  rather  than  go  into  the 
extent  which  a  state  of  peace  would  permit.  And  to 
render  this  subject  as  clear  as  possible,  it  will  be  pro- 
per  to  divide  the  trade  into  three  different  beads,  as  car- 
ried on  from  the  eastern,  middle,  and  southern  states  ; 
which  may,  as  to  each  district,  be  farther  divided  into 
the  European  and  West  India  trade.  To  these  may  also 
be  added,  the  circuitous  or  carrying  trade.  Which  last 
must  nevertheless  be  confined  principally,  if  not  alto- 
gether, to  the  eastern  states. 

The  principal  seaports  of  the  southern  states  being 
at  present  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  the  following 
observations  occur: — If  the  enemy  continues  that  pos- 
session, very  little  if  any  commerce  can  be  carried  on. 
If  the  possession  of  those  ports  is  recovered  to  the 
United  States,  the  same  measures  which  are  taken  for 
the  protection  of  the  commerce  under  present  circum- 
stances will  apply  equally  to  those  states,  and  with 
greater  security  to  all  the  states  ;  because  the  enemy 
would  have  fewer  ports  from  whence  to  fit  out  their 
cruisers.  And  if  the  rice  and  indigo  of  the  southern 
states  can  be  carried  to  Europe  and  the  West  Indies, 
those  valuable  articles  will  form  additional  inducements 
for  protecting  the  American  commerce. 

The  middle  states  might  export  to  Europe,  tobacco, 
tar,  and  in  cases  of  great  scarcity,  wheat  and  floor.  To 
the  West  Indies,  they  might  export  pork,,  beef,  bread, 
flour,  lumber,  iron  and  tar. 

The  eastern  states  might  export  to  Europe,  masts, 
spars,  ship  timber,  staves,  boards,  fish  and  oil.  To 
the  West  Indies  they  might  export  lumber,  pork,  beef, 
cattle,  horses,  cider,  and  some  smaller  articles.     In  a 
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circuitoas  commerce  they  would  bring  some  of  these 
articles  to  the  Chesapeake,  and  take  a  freight  of  to- 
bacco for  Europe  ;  or  else  take  sugars  from  the  islands 
to  Europe,  and  return  with  European  commodities 
of  the  bulkier  kind,  such  as  salt,  wine,  brandy,  fruit, 
&c. 

'  Of  all  this  commerce  there  exists,  at  present,  but 
little  more  than  that  of  provisions  to  the  West  Indies, 
and  tobacco  to  Europe.  Why  it  is  so  curtailed,  and 
why  it  might  be  extended  to  the  objects  abovemen- 
tioned,  will  appear  from  considering  the  annexed  esti- 
mates of  what  the  tobacco  trade  now  is  without  con- 
voy, as  in  No.  1  ;  and  what  it  would  be  with  con?oy, 
as  in  No.  2.  From  the  former  it  is  evident,  that  the 
carriage  of  tobacco  to  Europe  is  a  losing  game,  and 
could  not  be  supported  if  the  cargoes  of  goods  brought 
out  (and  for  which  bills  of  exchange  are  remitted)  did 
not,  by  the  freight,  compensate  for  the  loss  sustained 
on  the  outward  bound  cargoes.  From  the  latter  it  ap- 
pears, that  goods  from  France  might,  if  the  ships  were 
convoyed,  be  afforded  much  cheaper  in  America,  and 
tobacco  from  America  much  cheaper  in  France.  The 
consequences  resulting  from  thence  may  be  consider- 
ed in  a  threefold  point  of  view,  as  relating  to  each 
country  separately,  and  to  both  conjointly.  To  AmC'- 
rica^  or  rather  to  the  planters  of  America,  would  arise 
the  advantage  of  selling  this  article  for  more  money 
than  at  present ;  of  getting  the  quantity  of  European 
goods  necessary  for  their  consumption  for  less  money 
than  at  present,  and  consequently,  of  having  a  clear 
balance  remaining,  which,  drawn  forth  by  taxation, 
would  yield  revenue  to  government.     The  people  be- 
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iog  tbus  relieved  from  the  immediftte  dklresses  of  war, 
and  findiog  tbeir'conditioD  amelioratedy  would  be  more 
disposed  to  prosecate  it  with  vigour.  Their  indaatrjr 
being  better  rewardedy  would  be  increased.  The  pro* 
duce  of  the  country  would  be  greater,  and  by  that  means 
an  addition  would  be  made  to  the  aggregate  stock  of 
national  wealth.  France  would  be  benefited  by  receiv- 
ing tobacco  at  a  cheaper  rate  ;  by  the  revenue  arising 
from  it ;  by  a  greater  consumption  of  her  manufactures, 
which  would  follow  from  the  increased  convenience  and 
cheapness  of  transporting  them  hither ;  and  by  secur* 
ing  the  exclusive  trade  in  that  article  at  least  during 
the  war.  The  mutual  advantage  of  the  two  countries 
would  be,  an  increase  of  friendship,  intercourse,  and 
commerce,  and  a  greater  knowledge  of  each  otber^s 
manners,  and  consequently  the  means  of  adapting  the 
war^s  and  produce  of  the  one  to  the  wants  and  desires 
of  the  other.  To  these  may  be  added  a  firm  establish- 
ment  of  their  commercial  principles  during  the  war,  so 
as  take  away  the  necessity  of  seeking  for  connexions 
of  trade  with  other  countries  after  a  peace  shall  have 
been  concluded;  and  that  the  enemy  will  be  deprived 
of  those  advantages  they  now  enjoy  from  making  nu- 
merous captures,  and  thereby  possessing  themselves  of 
tobacco  sufficient  for  their  purposes* 

Those  observations  which  are  above  confined  to  the 
tobacco  trade,  will  apply  to  every  other  kind  of  com- 
merce in  greater  or  lesser  degrees,  and  consequently 
those  articles  which  cannot  now  be  exported  might 
then  be  brought  to  market.  At  present  the  enemy,  by 
distressing  the  American  commerce,  derive  two  great 
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benefits  to  themselves.  They  not  only  obtain  consi- 
derable resources,  but  they  are  enabled  to  carry  on  a 
yaluable  contraband  commerce.  The  history  of  hu- 
man affairs  demonstrates  the  inefficacy  of  penal  laws 
to  prevent  such  a  commerce  when  the  temptation  is 
great ;  and  therefore,  although  the  dispositions  of  the 
several  legislatures  cannot  be  questioned,  yet  as  long 
as  the  enemy  can  vend  their  goods  from  New  York, 
Charlestown,  and  Halifax,  cheaper  than  the  fair  trader 
can  import  them,  that  contraband  will  subsist. 

The  commerce  of  America  consists  of  bulky  arti- 
cles.  If  the  vessels  employed  in  it  be  armed,  they 
will  require  a  great  number  of  seamen ;  if  unarmed, 
the  number  of  seamen  will  be  smaller,  and  the  surplus 
might  be  usefully  employed  in  ships  of  war. 

Tobacco  cannot  be  more  important  to  the  commerce 
and  revenue  of  the  United  States,  their  friends  and 
allies,  than  lumber,  tar  and  provisions  would  be  to  the 
naval  and  military  operations.  Wood  for  masts,  spars 
and  ship  building,  with  every  other  kind  of  naval  stores, 
must  be  of  consequence  in  Europe  during  such  exten- 
sive and  important  maritime  efforts.  And  it  would 
also  seem  that  the  securing  provisions  for  the  islands 
would  greatly  facilitate  the  measures  to  be  pursued  in 
that  quarter.  The  local  situation  of  the  United  States 
renders  them  of  more  importance  than  almost  any 
other  circumstance.  To  obviate  the  effects  of  that 
situation  is  a  principal  object  of  the  enemy's  policy, 
now  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  abandon  the 
idea  of  conquest.  They  are  fully  sensible  of  the  ef- 
fects of  that  situation.    Having  found  by  experience 
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in  the  last  Tfar,  that  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies  are 
much  dependent  on  the  friendship  or  enmity  of  Ame- 
rtca,  they  have  considered  the  holding  of  pests  in  the 
United  States  as  a  kind  of  out  work  to  their  other  pos- 
sessions.  Their  avowed  design  at  present  is,  to  anni- 
hilate the-  American  commerce*  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt,  that  if  advantage 
is  made  of  those  circumstances,  whose  effects  they  ap- 
prehend and  guard  against,  the  British  islands  must 
fall.  But  the  importance  of  the  American  commerce, 
great  as  it  is,  will  appear  still  greater  when  compared 
with  the  cheap  fiind  easy  means  of  affording  it  protec- 
tion. To  judge  of  them  it  must  be  considered,  that 
the  danger  of  capture  is  always  greatest  near  to  the 
ports.  When  once  a  fleet  are  at  some  considerable 
distance  from  the  place  of  their  departure,,  and  before 
they  arrive  near  to  the  place  of  their  destination,  forty 
or  fifty  sail  might  safely  be  intrusted  to  four  frigates. 
The  large  fleets  which  are  kept  on  the  European  and 
West  India  seas  oblige  the  enemy  to  keep  their  naval 
force  collected,  so  that  the  same  number  of  frigates 
would* sufficiently  protect  a  convoy  in  those  seas,  with 
that  which  would  sufficiently  secure  them  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  ocean,  unless' under  very  peculiar  circutn* 
stances  of  ill  fortune^  But  on  the  coast  of  North 
America  the  case  is  different.  By  keeping  one  or  two 
ships  of  the  line  with  a  number  of  frigates  on  that 
coast,  the  enemy  have  a  decided  superiority.  It  is  ne- 
^vertheless  conceived,  that  the  contmerce  of  America 
would  be  well  protected  by  so  small  a  force  as  two 
ships  of  the  line  and  ten  frigates.     For  this  purpose  it 
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would  be  proper  that  two  very  &st  saiUng  ships  of  the 
Koe  and  two  large  fast  sailing  frigates  (all  sheathed 
with  copper)  -should  be  stationed  in  the  Chesapeake, 
and  cruise  m  occasion  might  require*  If  the  enemy 
had  not  a  superiour  force  tbey  would  be  obliged  to  keep 
in  port,  and  their  convoys  would  be  exposed  to  mis- 
fortune3  which  might  be  even  fataltothem.  If  they 
had  a  superiour  force,  still  (hey  would  be  obliged  to 
keep  that  force  collected,  in  which  case  tbey  would  do 
but  little  injury  to  the  commerce.  But  when  collect- 
ed, it  must  either  be  in  port,  or  cruising.  If  in  port,  it 
would  answer  no  other  purpose  but  to  watch  the  arri* 
val  of  their  fleets.  If  it  were  cruising,  it  might  be 
<^usbed  by  a  seasonable  detachment  made  from  the 
islands  for  that  purpose.  These  advantages  follow  ne- 
cessarily ffom  being  on  a  friendly  coast ;  because,  to 
the  French  ships,  every  harbour  would  be  a  protec- 
tion ;  but  the  English  have  only  one  harbour  (New 
York)  which  a  ship  of  the  line  can  enter. 

If  the  enemy  keep  a  naval  superiority  in  America, 
it  must  be  done  at  a  very  great  disproportion  of  ex- 
pense, which  is  a  clear  advantage  to  the  allies,  by  dis- 
tressing the  finances  of  the  common  enemy.  If  the 
four  French  ships  abovementioned  were  very  fast  sail- 
log  vessels  (which  i%a  necessary  part  of  the  plan)  they 
would  always  avoid  danger  on  the  one  hand,  and  on 
the  other  might  do  very  serious  injury  to  the  enemy. 
The  remaining  eight  frigates  should  be  divided  into 
two  small  squadrons  of  four  each.  The  first  squadron 
should  sail  from  Brest,  and  make  a  short  tarry  at 
L'Orient;  from    thence  proceed  with  the  American 
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trade  toNantz  ;  take  the  trade  there,  and  proceed  to 
theChesapeake.  Upon  their  arrival,  tbey  (as  well  as 
the  ships  stationed  in  the  Bay)  should  obey  the  orders 
of  the  minister  of  France ;  because  he  would  always 
be  possessed  of  proper  intelligence  as  to  the  enemy's 
situation,  and  be  informed  of  the  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces  which  the  varying  state  of  things  might  give  rise 
to,  and  which  must  influence  every  plan  in  a  greater 
or  lesser  degree.  The  second  squadron  should  leave 
Brest  about  three  months  after  the  first,  and  pursue 
the  same  route*  The  trade  bring  arrived  off  the  Che- 
sapeake, the  convoy  might,  generally  speaking,  go  from 
thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  and  thence  to 
Bohton.  When  the  southern  states  are  repossessed^ 
the  same  route  may  be  pursued,  and  the  trade  of  those 
states  detached,  when  near  to  the  coast,  under  one  or 
two  frigates  which  could  go  with  it,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Chesapeake.  The  place  of  such  frigates  being 
supplied  in  the  mean  time,  if  necessary,  by  those  in 
the  Chesapeake.  The  trade  bound  from  the  middle  and 
southern  parts  of  America  for  Europe  might  be  convoy- 
ed by  the  whole  force  to  Boston  Bay,  and  being  there 
joined,  according  to  arrangements  previously  taken  for 
that  purpose,  by  the  trade  of  the  eastern  stales,  might 
he  convoyed  off  the  coast,  and  then  intrusted  to  four 
frigates,  as  before,  bound  for  Nantz,  and  thence  to 
L'Orient ;  after  which  the  frigates  might  return  to 
Brest.  The  whole  voyage  would  certainly  be  com- 
pleted in  five  months  at  the  farthest ;  and  consequently 
the  two  squadrons  would  give  a  quarterly  protection  to 
the  trade  which  )vouId  be  sufficient. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped)  that  if  the  war  continues  much 
longer,  the  United  States  will  be  able  to  provide  the 
necessary  force  for  themselves,  which  at  present  they 
are  not.  Though  if  the  above  arrangements  take  place, 
they  might  even  now  provide  for  the  trade  from  Ame- 
rica to  the  West  Indies. 

It  has  above  been  mentioned,  that  under  particular 
circumstances,  detachments  should  be  made  from  the 
West  Indies.  The  situation  of  things  at  present  will 
show  the  importance  df  that  measure.  If  two  ships  of 
the  line  and  two  frigates  should  now  arrive  on  the 
coast,  they  would  clear  it  of  all  enemies,  and  proba- 
bly take  many  ships,  which  might  immediately  be 
manned  by  exchanging  the  crews  for  American  sea- 
men in  captivity.  They  would  thereby  become  an 
instant  reinforcement  to  the  party  by  which  they  were 
taken.  It  has  also  been  mentioned  that  the  provisions 
of  America  would  form  a  useful  support  to  the  military 
operations  in  the  islands.  An  acquaintance  with  such 
operations  renders  the  position  too  clear  to  admit  the 
shadow  of  doubt,  if  things  were  placed  on  the  foot- 
ing above  described,  provisions  could  be  delivered  to 
the  islands  much  cheaper  and  better  than  they  can  be 
drawn  from  Europe,  saving  thereby  much  expense  and 
much  risk.  But  this  is  not  all ;  provisions  and  naval 
stores  for  the  use  of  the  king  might  always  be  prepar- 
ed in  season,  and  laden,  ready  to  be  convoyed  back 
to  the  islands,  by  the  same  force  sent  from  thence  to 
effect  the  purposes  of  a  temporary  superiority  on  the 
American  coast,  so  that  the  same  means  would  apply 
to  protecting  commerce,  and  to  promoting  the  success 
of  military  enterprises. 
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Estimates  formed  upon  the  present  state  of  the  To* 
bacco  Trade,  ai>d  what  it  would  be>  if  properljr 
convoyed  and  proiecied* 

ESTIMATE,  NO.  1. 

A  vessel  on  the  present  con- 
struction to  carry  120  hhds.  of 
tobacco  will  cost  -  ^18,000 

120  hhds.  of  tobacco  at  ^30  each       3,600 


This  tobacco  sold  in  France  may 
be  supposed  to  neat  600  livres 
per  hhd.  -         -         -  72,000 

PORT    CHARGES.  * 

Master  -  -  -  3,600 
Mate     .        -        -        .        960 

PETTY    OFFICERS. 

8  at  480  each  -  -  1,440 
Crew,  30  at  240  each  7,200 
Expen  se  of  vesse  I  1 0,000 


21,600 


23,200 


Livres,  48,800 
The  vessel  arriving  safe,  every 
livre  which  had  been  invested 
in  goods  would  sell  for  IJths 
of  a  dollar :  Wherefore,  48,000 
livres  at  3«ths  of  a  dollar  each, 
^^^ 19,520 
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From  this  deduct  as  follows : 

Priffie  cost  of  tobacco        -        -        3,600 

To  insure  jj2 1,600  at  40  per 
cent,  which  is  the  lowest  insu- 
ranee  on  the  whole  voyage, 
out  and  honte,  so  as  to  cover 
insurance  and  charges,  you 
must  insure  on  d7,565/j-  at 
40  per  cent.         -         -         -        15,056^*^ 

Insurance  at  40  per  cent,  sup- 
poses two  vessels  out  of  five  to 
be  taken,  whereof  to  the  origi- 
nal cost  of  21,600  add  ^ths,  or 
8,640,  total,  30,340,  on  which 
take   6  months   interest  at   6 

per  cent.     -        -        -        -  907 

19,533^ 

The  loss  on  this  voyage,  over  and  above  the  labour 
of  the  merchant,  is  therefore  ^13.  And  the  commerce 
is  only  supported  by  the  freight  of  goods  from  France. 
Many  merchants  are  not  concerned  in  ships,  but  buy 
bills  of  exchange,  which  they  remit,  and  order  goods 
to  be  purchased  and  laden  in  the  ships  of  others, 
which  goods  pay  a  considerable  freight. 
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Proof  of  calculation  on  insurance.     From      37,565^ 
Deduct  2|  per  cent,  including  brokerage  939^ 


Deduct  40  per  cent,  premium  on  37,6653/^ 
as  above 


Suppose  this  sold  in  France  at 

300  livres  pr.  hhd. 

- 

90,000 

PORT    CHAROES. 

Master 

1,800 

Mate 

480 

PETTY   OFPICERS. 

3  at  340 

720 

Crew,  10  at  120      - 

1,200 

Expenses  of  the  vessel 

8,000 

12,200 

36,626^ 


¥T 


^¥T 


Remains  the  original  sum      -        -         -        21,600 

ESTIMATE,  NO.  «• 
A  largei  merchant  vessel  to  carry 

300  hhds.  will  cost         -        -      12,000 
300  hhds.  of  tobacco  at  40  dol- 
lars        12,000 

24,000 


77,800 


\ 
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This  vessel  arriving  safe,  every 
livre  which  had  been  invested 
in  goods  would  sell  for  l^ths 
of  a  dollar :  Wherefore  77,800 
livres  at  |f  ths  of  a  dollar  per 
livre,  are  -        -        -         -        .  20,746 

From  this  deduct  as  follows : 
Prime  cost  of  tobiicco  as  above  1 2,000 
To  insure  24,000  dollars  at  15 
per  cent,  so  as  to  cover  insu- 
rance and  charges,  you  must 
insure  on  29,090^  which  at 
15  per  cent,  is  4^SSS^ 

Insurance  being  at  15  percent, 
supposes  3  out  of  20  taken  : 
Wherefore  to  original  advance 
24,000,  addyVhs,  3,600— total 
27,600,  on  which  6  months  in- 
terest at  6  per  cent.        ^        -       828       17,166^ 

2^579^ 
The  profit  of  this  voyage  is  above  10  per  cent. 
Proof  of   calculation    on  insu* 

ranee.    From  -  -        29,090f| 

Deduct  ^  per  cent,  including 

brokerage        -  -  -  727,'-f 

28,363^^ 
Deduct  15  percent,  premium  on 
29,090|4  as  above     -  .         4,363^ 

Remains  th^  original  sum         •     24,000     * 

VOL.  III.  16 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  ESTIMATES. 

In  the  first  estimate,  the  cost  of  tbe  vessel,  in  pro- 
portion to  her  burden,  is  great,  because  of  her  being 
built  for  sailing,  and  encumbered  with  guns,  ammuni- 
tion, and  the  provisions  and  water  for  a  number  of 
men.  But  farther,  such  a  vessel  costs  more  now  than 
formerly,  because  many  of  the  articles  are  brought 
from  abroad,  and  because  the  number  of  vessels  re- 
quired for  the  commerce,  and  by  reason  of  tbe  captures, 
has  enhanced  tbe  value  of  that  manufacture. 

In  the  first  estimate,  the  port  charges,  as  to  the 
master  and  hands,  are  double  to  what  they  are  in  the 
second,  because  the  risk  of  capture  is  now  so  great 
that  very  extraordinary  encouragement  must  be  given 
to  prevail  on  them  to  expose  themselves  to  it. 

In  the  first  estimate,  the  expenses  of  the  vessel  in 
port  are,  in  a  very  large  proportion,  greater  than  in 
the  second,  because  of  the  greater  number  of  men  to 
be  subsisted,  ammunition  to  be  bought,  &c. 
From  comparing  these  estimates  we  find, 
That  the  first  40  hhds.  of  tobacco  are  sold  by 
the  American  planter  for  1200 dollars;  and 
for  1200  dollars  he  gets  goods  which  cost       1,3^000 
That  by  the  second,  40  hhds.  of  tobacco  are 
sold  by  the  American  planter  for  1600  dol- 
lars ;  and  for  1600  dollars  he  gets  goods 
which  cost  -         -         -         -         -»         6,000 

Difierence  J        -        .  .  .        Livres  3,000 
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That  by  the  first,  the  Frenchman  for 

3,000  liTtes  gets  of  tobacco,  at  600  /.  -  5  bhds. 
That  by  the  second,  the  Frenchmaa  for 

3,000  livres  gets  of  tobacco,  at  300  /.     •     10  hhds. 

DifTerence  i        -        ^ 
Thus  the  consumer  in  each  country  gets  for  the 
same  quantity  of  his  produce,  double  the  quantity  of 
the  produce  of  tbe  other  country  ;  and  yet  a  profit  is 
left  to  the  merchant* 

In  the  first  case,  30  seamen  are  necessary  to  120  bhds* 
of  tobacco— 4  hhds.  to  1  man.  In  the  second  case,  10 
seamen  are  necessary  to  300  hhds.  of  tobacco-— 30 
hhds.  to  1  man. 

MAY  20,  1782. 

Tbe  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  having  reported  the 
draft  of  a  letter  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  in 
answer  to  his  letter  of  the  22d  Oct.  1781,  which  an- 
nounced the  birth  of  a  Dauphin,  the  same  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  their 
great,  faithful  friend  and  ally,  Lewis  tbe  sixteenth^ 
king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

GREAT,  rAITHFUL  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND  AND  ALLY, 

Among  the  many  iristances  that  divine  Providence 
has  given  us  of  his  favour,  we  number  the  blessings  he 
has  bestowed  on  your  majesty's  family  and  kingdom. 
Nothing  was  wanting  to  tbe  happiness  of  the  first,  but  a 
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son  to  wear  the  honours  which  the  father  had  earned  ; 
or^  to  the  prosperity  of  the  latter,  but  the  prospect  of 
seeing  the  crown  transmitted  to  an  heir,  who  would 
find,  in  the  example  of  bis  parent,  a  powerful  incite- 
ment to  promote  the  happiness  of  his  people.  This 
example,  we  presume  to  hope,  will  also  influence  bis 
future  conduct  towards  these  United  States.  When, 
in  the  history  of  the  present  day,  he  shall  read  your 
majesty's  generous  interference  in  their  behalf,  their 
firm  and  affectionate  attachment,  and  the  blessings 
with  which  both  were  crowned,  he  will  be  studious  to 
preserve  to  his  Ungdom  and  these  states  the  recipro- 
cal advantages  of  the  alliance  which  your  majesty  has 
formed,  and  to  emulate  bis  ancestor  in  adding  to  bis 
titles  the  glorious  appellation^of  Protector  of  Mankind. 

We  receive  with  the  most  lively  pleasure  your,  roa- 
jesly^s  renewed  professions  of  friendship.  You  will 
easily  believe,  that  the  attachment  which  we  have  so 
often  and  so  truly  professed  for  your  majesty,  could 
suffer  no  diminution,  when  every  .day  afforded  us  new 
instances  of  your  magnanimity,  and  of  your  affec- 
tionate interference  in  our  behalf. 

We  pray  God,  great,  faithful  and  beloved  friend  and 
ally,  always  to  keep  you  in  his  holy  protection. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  20th  day  of  May,  1782, 
and  in  the  6th  year  of  our  independence.  By 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled.  Your 
majesty's  faithful  friends  and  allies. 

May  9,  1782,  a  letter  from  the  superintendent  of 
finance  was  read  as  foUows  : 
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Office  of  Finance,  May  8,  1782. 

SIR, 

His  excellency  the  minister  of  France,  in  a  late  let- 
ter to  me  has  officially  declared,  that  in  future  no  sums 
will  be  paid  to  the  ministers  of  the  United  Stales  in 
Europe  by  his  court.  It  becomes  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  make  provision  for  their  support  here.  I  im- 
mediately  appKed  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  for 
an  account  of  the  annual  salaries  payable  to  his  de- 
partment.  I  have  received  it  this  day,  and  do  myself 
the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy.  I  must  take  the  liberty 
to  observe,  that  the  sum  is  very  large,  and  cannot  be 
advanced  without  greatly  retrenching  from  essential 
service,  at  least,  in  the  present  moment.  It  will,  I 
humbly  conceive,  be  necessary  that  arrangements 
should  be  taken,  so  that  in  future  all  such  salaries  as 
are  payable  to  foreign^  ministers,  be  advanced  in 
America,  and  negotiated  by  their  respective  agents. 
This  will  be  more  honourable  to  the  United  States, 
and,  I  should  suppose,  more  agreeable  to  the  gentle- 
men concerned. 

The  minister  of  France  has  also  observed,  that  the 
accounts  between  his  most  christian  majesty  and  the 
United  States,  having  become  important  from  the 
greatness  of  the  sums  advanced  and  lent,  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  measures  be  taken  to  adjust  them,  and 
avoid  that  confusion  which  would  be  introduced  by  a 
longer  delay.     And  in   consequence  he  has  desired 

9 

*  The  word  foreign  b  here  impropeilj  appfied.  The  meaniiig  ii 
mioitters  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts. 


IM  SECRET  JOURNAL.  [Maj  fO» 

that  Congress  would  transmit  to  Dr.  Franklin  full 
powers  finallj  to  settle  those  accounts ;  and  in  the  name 
of  the  United  States  to  execute  the  proper  obligiitions 
for  securing  the  debt,  and  filing  the  periods  of  pay- 
ment* To  this,  he  adds,  that  it  is  not  expected  that 
Congress  can  do  any  thing  towards  payment  during 
the  war ;  but  that  they  will  fix  the  several  epochas  at 
which  it  will  be  made.  To  a  proposition  so  reasona- 
ble  there  will,  I  presume,  be  no  objection.  The  Soli- 
dity of  the  observation  on  which  it  is  founded  cannot 
be  called  in  question ;  and  I  am  induced  by  it  to  extend 
the  remark  a  little  farther.  The  great  sums  which  re- 
main unsettled  and  undetermined  between  the  French 
court  and  the  United  States,  are  alike  unsettled  be- 
tween the  latter  and  their  publick  servants.  How  the 
accounts  may  stand  I  know  not,  but  it  is  my  particular 
duty  to  observe,  that  there  appears  to  have  been  but 
little  received  for  the  great  sums  which  have  been  ex- 
pended ;  and  therefore  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the 
publick  accounts  of  these  states  with  their  servants  in 
Europe  be  also  settled.  It  shall  be  my  study,  in  future, 
to  prevent  the  existence  of  such  accounts ;  but  their 
magnitude,  as  well  as  other  circumstances,  make  me 
extremely  solicitous  to  have  them  adjusted. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ROB.  MORRIS. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress. 

On  the  same  day  was  received  a  letter  from  the  sec- 
retary for  foreign  affairs  as  follows : 
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Office  for  ForeigD  Affairs,  May  8,  1782* 

The  enclosed  account  of  the  annual  expense  of  the 
office  for  foreign  affairs,  exclusive  of  contingent  ex- 
penses, was  made  out  at  the  request  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  finances,  that  measures  might  be  taken  to 
discharge  the  salaries  of  the  gentlemen  in  Europe,  who 
express  great  uneasiness  on  the  subject.  But  as  it  is 
incomplete  till  the  allowances  to  the  private  secreta- 
ties  of  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Adams  are  ascertained, 
I  have  thought  it  proper  to  lay  the  whole  before  Con- 
gress for  their  direction  thereon. 

Congress  were  pleased' to  order,  by  their  resolution 
of  the  second  of  January  last,  that  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  lay  before  them  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
penses which  will  probably  be  incurred  by  the  foreign 
ministers  of  the  United  States,  respectively,  and  their 
secretaries.     I  find  myself  under  great  embarrassments 
in  preparing  a  report  agreeable  to  their  order,  from 
not  being  able  to  enter  fully  into  their  views.     I  should 
presume  that  the  expenses  of  foreign  ministers  ought 
to  be  regulated  by  their  salaries;    though  1  feel  that 
the  desire  of  supporting  the  dignity  of  an  office  to 
which  the  salary  is  incompetent  often  urges  men  to 
quit  this  line,  how  much  soever  they  may  be  embar- 
rassed thereby.     Justice  suggests  that  the  salaries  of 
officers  who  are  engaged  in  so  delicate  and  difficult  a 
department  as  that  of  foreign  affairs  should  have  such 
apjiointments  as   to  free  them  from  embarrassments 
with  respect  to  their  private  affairs.     I  believe  Con- 
gress had  this  in  view  when  they  settled  those  of  their 
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foreign  ministers,  none  of  whom  complain  of  their  be* 
ing  inadequate,  unless  it  be  Mr.  Jay,  who  has  given  us 
some  reason  to  think  that  his  is,  in  his  opinion,  barely 
Sufficient  Tor  his  support,  and  that  bis  manner  of  living 
is  not  equal  to  what  be  conceives  the  dignity  of  the 
United  States  requires.  With  respect  to  the  salaries 
•f  the  secretaries  to  the  embassies,  they  are,  in  my 
opinion,  (founded  upon  the  practice  of  other  nations) 
at  least  double  of  what  ihey  ought  to  be.  If,  as  I  ^re* 
sume.  Congress  intended  by  their  resolution  that  I 
should  lay  before  them  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  our  foreign  ministers  live  at  present,  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  proportion  it  bore  to 
their  appointments,  I  can  only  say,  that  the  result  of 
inquiries  on  this  head  must  necessarily  be  extremely 
uncertain.  I  submit  them  as  far  as  they  have  come 
to  my  knowledge. 

Doctor  Franklin  has  a  part  of  Mr.  Chaumont's  house 
at  Passy ;  he  keeps  a  chariot  and  pair,  and  three  or 
four  servants;  and  gives  a  dinner  occasionally  to  the 
Americans  and  others.  His  whole  expense,  as  far  as 
I  can  learn,  is  very  much  within  his  income. 

Mr.  Adams  lives  in  lodgings,  keeps  a  chariot  and 
pair^and  two  men  servants.  He  has  hitherto  retained 
a  private  secretary,  who  will,  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Pana,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  be  paid  by  Congress.  I 
have  lately  heard  that  Mr.  Adams  was  about  to  take  a 
bouse. 

Mr.  Dana^s  salary,  even  if  be  should  assume  a  pub- 
Jick  character  in  a  country  where  the  relative  value  of 
money  is  so  high,  that,  if  I  am  well  informed,  an  ele- 
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gant  bouse  may  be  hired  for  fifteen  guineas  a  year,  it 
very  ample. 

Of  Mr.  Jay's  manner  of  living,  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  no  account ;  but  1  should  conclude  from  the 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  in  that  part  of  Spain  in 
which  he  lives,  from  the  port  the  court  and  the  people 
about  it  maintain,  and,  above  all,  from  its  sitting  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom,  that  to  live  in  the  same 
style  with  doctor  Franklin  or  Mr.  Adams,  his  expen- 
ses must  amount  to  nearly  the  double  of  theirs. 

But  as  every  conjecture  of  this  kind  must  be  very 
uncertain,  all  I  can  do  is  to  lay  before  Congress  the 
relative  expense,  as  far  as  I  can  learn  it,  between  the 
diSerent  places  at  which  the  ministers  reside,  taking 
Philadelphia  fur  a  common  standard. 

Paris,  if  wine,  clothing  and  the  wages  of  servants 
are  included,  is  about  twenty  per  cent,  cheaper  than 
Philadelphia;  Amsterdam,  ten;  and  at  Madrid,  the 
expenses  of  a  family  are  somewhat  higher  than  at  this 
place.  But  the  unsettled  state  of  those  who  follow  the 
court,  their  travelling  equipage  and  charges,  must 
greatly  enhance  this  expense. 

Congress  will  make  their  own  deductions  from  these 
facts,  after  allowing  for  their  inaccuracy.  1  would, 
however,  take  the  liberty  to  submit  the  enclosed  reso- 
lutions to  Congress.  The  first  is  founded  upon  the 
propriety  of  supplying  doctor  Franklin  with  a  secreta- 
ry, which  his  age  and  the  dignity  of  his  employment 
render  necessary.  As  Mr.  Jay  is  not  yet  acknowledg- 
ed, Mr.  CarmichaePs  services  in  Spam  may  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

vot.  in.  17 
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The  second,  third,  fifth  and  sixth  are  designed  to 
make  a  reform  in  this  article  of  expense. 

The  fourth  to  present  the  claim  whicb  any  gentle- 
man, who  may  be  appointed  to  either  of  the  northern 
courts,  may  have  to  the  salary  settled  by  Congress  on 
the  5th  of  October;  and  to  adapt  the  character  to  the 
alloAvance. 

The  sixth  to  enable  Congress,  without  injuring  the 
dignity  of  their  ministers,  to  proportion  the  allowance 
to  the  expense  of  the  coort  they  reside  at,  as  well  as 
the  port  they  would  wish  them  to  maintain. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

(Signed)  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Office  of  Foreign  Affairs,  May  9,  1783. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  humbly  submits  the 
following  resolutions  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  be  appointed  sec- 
retary to  the  embassy  from  the  United  States  to  the 
court  of  Versailles,  with  a  salary  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay  be  empowered  to  appoint 
a  private  secretary,  with  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dol« 
lars  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Laurens,  when  he  enters  upon 
his  mission  to  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  coun- 
tries, be  empowered  to  appoint  a  secretary,  with  a 
salary  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  negotiating 
a  peace,  in  case  Mr.  Dana  shall  not  return,  appoint  a 
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secretary  to  the  commission,  with  a  salary  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  the  commission  of  minister  pleni- 
potentiary from  tbe^  United  States  of  America  to  the 
court  of  Petersburg  be  revoked ;  and  that  a  commis- 
sion issue  to  Francis  Dana,  esquire,  constituting  him 
resident  at  the  said  court. 

Resolved,  That  when  he  shall  have  been  received 
in  that  character,  be  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  pri- 
vate secretary,  with  a  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  who  shall  remain  in  office  till  Congress 
think  it  proper  to  make  another  appointment. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  no  secretary  to 
any  of  the  northern  courts  in  future  shall  exceed  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum;  and  that  the  appoint- 
ments of  a  secretary  to  the  embassy  in  France,  Spain 
and  Holland,  shall  in  future  be  two  thousand  dollars, 
excepting  such  secretaries  as  have  been  heretofore 
appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  a  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary from  the  United  States,  from  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry next,  shall  not  exceed  five  thousand  dollars,  and 
that  of  a  resident,  three  thousand ;  but  that  an  allow- 
ance be  made  for  household  expenses,  at  and  after  the 
following  rates : 

Dollam 

To  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 

court  of  Versailles,         .        -        - 
To  the  minister  in  Spain, 
To  the  resident  in  the  United  Provinces, 

a.^inister  being  unnecessary,     - 
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To  ibe  resident  at  the  court  of  Peters- 
burg, and  at  each  of  the  other  nor* 
them  courts, 

Annual  expense  of  the  4epartment  of  foreign  affairs, 
exclusive  of  contingencies. 

Secretary  of  the   United  States  for  the 

department  of  foreign  affairs,  ^4,000 

1st  under  secretary,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  800 

2d  under  secretary,  PeCer  S.  Du  Ponceau,  700 

Clerk,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tetard,  500 


6,000 

Doctor  Franklin, 

4^3,500  al  4s.6d. 

ii.niU 

Mr.  Jay, 

2,500 

",ni|; 

Mr.  Adams, 

2,500 

n,iiij| 

Mr.  Laurens, 

1,500 

6,666fJ 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

1,000 

4,4444J 

Mr.  Dana, 

1,000 

4,444^ 

Idr.  Dumas, 

200 

louis  d'ors, 

920 

Consul, 

1,500 

Private  secretary  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
Private  secretary  to  Mr.  Adams, 


57,308|i 


MAY  27,  1782. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  having  laid  before 
Congress  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  he  proposes  to 
write  to  the  honourable  Francis  Dana ;  and  it  being 
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moved  to  consider  the  tetter  by  paragraphs,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  that  the  consideration  of  the  letter  be  post- 
pobed  to  make  way  for  a  motion  which  they  intended 
to  make,  and  which  was  read  in  the  way  of  argu- 
ment. 

And  the  consideration  of  the  letter  being  postpon- 
ed— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dana  be  instructed  not  to 
present  his  letters  of  credence  to  the  court  of  Peters- 
burg, until  he  shall  have  obtained  satisfactory  as- 
surance, that  he  will  be  duly  received  and  recognised 
in  his  publick  character. 

Ordered,  that  the  copy  of  the  letter  be  returned  to 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 

MAY  28,  1782. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  laid  before  C6n- 
gress  the  following  verbal  communication  made  to  Mr* 
Livingston: 

The  minister  of  his  most  christian  majesty  has  the 
bonour  to  inform  Mr.  Livingston  of -several  particulars 
relative  to  the  negotiation  that  the  court  of  London 
appeared  disposed  to  open  in  Europe.  The  first  steps 
were  taken  under  the  former  administration.  This 
remStrkis  essential,  because  it  is  possible  that  the  new 
ministers  may  take  others  more  decisive;  or  it  it 
equally  possible  that  they  may  entirely  change  the 
system,  and  continue  the  war  still  longer. 
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Emissaries  have  been  sent  to  Paris,  and  to  the 
Hague,  to  sound,  on  the  one  hand,  Mr.  John  Adams, 
in  the  hope  that  his  connexion  with  some  independent 
members  might  facilitate  an  accommodation ;  and,  on 
the  other  side,  in  the  hope  that  very  advantageous 
offers  might  seduce  his  majesty,  and  engage  him  to 
make  a  separate  peace  to  abandon  his  allies.  The 
chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  is  not  informed  of  the  steps 
that  have  been  taken  at  Madrid,  or  by  the  states 
general. 

The  proposition  made  secretly  to  France  tended  to 
a  partial  peace.  It  offered  France  the  possession  of 
their  conquests  in  the  West  Indies,  the  suppression  of 
an  English  commissary  at  Dunkirk,  and  advantages 
in  the  East  Indies.  These  offers  were  certainly  satis- 
factory to  his  majesty ;  and  he  would  have  had  no 
reason  to  reject  them,  if  he  had  had  no  allies.  But  his 
engagements  marked  out  another  line  of  conduct.  He 
replied,  that  how  sincerely  soever  he  was  disposed  to 
peace,  he  would  commence  no  negotiations  to  this  end 
without  the  participation  of  his  allies.  The  emissary 
easily  comprehended  that  this  answer  related  as  well 
to  the  United  States  as  to  Spain  ;  and  pretended  that 
the  condition  was  inadmissible;  that  England,  in 
treating  upon  this  foundation,  would  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  her  colonies,  which  made  no  part  of 
her  system.  The  minister  of  his  majesty  replied,  that 
their  independence  was  considered  by  the  king  as  an 
indispensable  point,  and  that  it  made  the  basis  of  his 
system. 

The  English  agent  then  demanded,  if  there  were  no 
means  to  avoid  treating  with  us  of  the  affairs  of  Ameri* 
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ca.  The  count  de  Vergennes  replied  by  referring 
him  to  the  answer  given  to  the  first  overtures  of  paci- 
fication made  by  the  mediators,  and  communicated  to 
Mr.  Livingston. 

It  should  be  observed,  that  %vhether  England  treats 
of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  with  the  court  of 
Versailles,  or  whether  she  opens  a  direct  communica* 
tion  with  the  United  States,  she  cannot  avoid  treating 
with  the  American  negotiators  sent  by  Congress.  In 
either  case  she  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  acknow- 
ledging that  body. 

'  The  conduct  of  his  majesty  on  this  occasion  being 
strictly  conformable  to  justice  and  his  engagements, 
his  minister  confines  himself  to  a  simple  communication 
of  it  to  Mr.  Livingston.  He  confides  also  to  him,  that 
M.  le  count  de  Vergennes,  in  declaring  to  the  Eng- 
lish agent  that  his  majesty  could  not  listen  to  any 
negociations  of  peace  if  the  court  of  London  did  not 
treat  at  the  same  time  with  his  allies,  added  verbally, 
that  the  king  did  not  attend  to  his  own  satisfaction  till 
that  of  his  allies  was  procured. 

Besides  this,  the  effects  of  these  steps  taken  by  the 
court  of  London  have  been  to  engage  France  to  pur- 
sue with  redoubled  vigour  the  measures  that  have  given 
birth  to  these  appearances  of  peace,  but  which  would 
certainly  not  terminate  in  it,  if  England  perceived  that 
her  enemies  relaxed  their  efforts  in  any  manner.  It  is 
above  all  things  indispensable,  that  the  United  States 
should,  in  the  course  of  this  campaign,  be  in  a  situation 
to  co-operate  in  vigorous  enterprises,  which  may  be 
formed.  U  appears  that  the  design  of  the  court  of 
London,  pointed  out  by  the  debates  in  parliament,  is 
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to  reduce,  bj  a  defensive  war,  the ir  operations  upon 
this  cootinenU  The  minister  of  his  most  christian 
uiajestj  has  at  present  no  information  relative  to  the  , 
plans  of  the  approaching  campaign.  But  whatever 
they  may  be,  it  would  be  useful  to  be  enabled  to  in- 
form his  court  that  the  United  States  will  not  adopt  an 
inactivity  which  would  be  equivalent  to  the  truce  rc« 
quired.  But  that  their  design  is  to  trouble  the  repose 
that  the  enemy  wish  to  deliver  themselves  to,  and  that 
the  operations,  whether  combined  or  separately  un- 
dertaken by  the  United  States,  will  be  pushed  with 
aciivity  during  the  ensuing  campaign. 

As  to  the  place  of  the  negotiations,  Congress  knew 
in  1779,  when  they  named  a  plenipotentiary,  and  in 
178],  when  they  gave  him  three  colleagues,  that  it 
could  only  be  in  Europe,  and  that  this  was  the  most 
eifectual  means  of  preventing  delays  and  jealousy,  and 
of  maintaining  the  confidence  and  harmony  which  has 
so  happily  subsisted  hitherto  between  the  allies.  It 
would  be  important  that  the  minister  of  bis  majesty 
could  inform  bis  court,  that  Congress  persists  in  these 
dispositions;  and  that  in  case  commissaries  offer  to 
meat  upon  this  continent,  tliey  should  be  referred  to  the 
-ministers  of  the  United  States,  who  are  provided  with 
instructions  on  tins  subject  in  Europe;  that  the  court 
of  London  should  address  itself  to  them ;  and  that  it 
4s  impossible  that  the  seat  of  negotiation  should  be  in 
America.  When  these  overtures  were  made  to  the 
court  of  Versailles  the  agent  made  no  mention  of  those 
4hat  were  to  be  made  in  America,  or  to  the  American 
^ninisters  in  Europe.  It  is  obvious  that  the  design  of 
ahis  conduct  is  to  inspire  reciprocal  distrust ;  and  the 
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x;tievali^r  d^  la  Lucerne  conceives  it  can  in  no  way 
more  e^ectvaUy  be  prevented  than  by  a  full  cpmmuni* 
cation  of  every  circumstance  which  shall  reli^te  to  the 
pacification,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  alliance  which 
shall  come  to  his  knowledge. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ram- 
say, Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Clarke,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  foregoing  letters  from  the  superintendent  of 
finance  and  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be  instructed 
to  take  immediate  measures  for  liquidating  the  accounts 
subsisting  between  the  said  states  and  the  said  court, 
and  report  a  state  thereof  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  commissioner  be  appointed  to  li- 
quidate and  finally  settle  the  accounts  of  all  the  ser- 
vants of  the  United  States  who  have  been  intrusted 
with  tbe  expenditure  of  publick  moneys  in  Europe. 

MAY  29,  1782. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  prepare 
and  report  to  Congress,  proper  instructions  for  the 
commissioner  to  be  appointed  to  liquidate  and  finally 
settle  the  accounts  of  all  the  servants  of  the  United 
States  who  have  been  intrusted  with  the  expenditure 
of  pi(blick  moneys  in  Europe. 

.Resolved,  That  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  which 
the  publick  servants  of  the  United  States  are  or  shall 
be  entitled,  be  in  future  paid  by  the  superintendent  of 
finance  out  of  the  moneys  which  shall  from  time  to  time 
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be  ip  his  bands ;  and  that  the  said  publick  servants  be  ^ 
authorized  to  make  quarterly  drafts  on  him  for  that 
purpose. 

MAY  31,  1782. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Wharton,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  foregoing  verbal  communication  of  the  honourable 
ther  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  to  the  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  ac- 
quaint the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  that  the 
signal  proofs  of  inviolable  constancy  to  his  engage- 
ments, given  by  his  most  christian  majesty  in  the  an- 
swer to  the  attempts  of  the  British  court  to  seduce  him 
into  a  separate  peace,  has  been  received  by  Congress 
with  the  sentiments  with  which  it  ought  naturally  to 
inspire  faithful  and  affectionate  allies,  and  entirely  cor- 
responds with  the  expectations  which  the  magnanimi- 
ty and  good  faith  of  his  past  conduct  had  established. 
That  Congress  embrace  with  particular  satisfaction 
this  occasion  to  renewiftg  to  his  most  christian  majesty 
the  assurances  which  tbey  have  so  often  and  so  sin- 
cerely repealed,  of  a  reciprocal  and  equal  resolution  to 
adhere,  in  every  event,  to  the  principles  of  the  alliance, 
and  to  hearken  tb  no  propositions  of  peace  which  are 
not  perfectly  conformable  thereto. 

That  the  insidious  steps  which  the  court  of  London 
is  pursuing  render  it  improbable  that  any  propositions 
conformable  to  those  principles  will  be  made  to  the 
United   States ;    but  that   in  case  such    propositions 
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should  be  made.  Congress  will  not  depart  from  the 
measures  which  they  have  heretofore  taken  for  pre- 
venting delay,  and  for  conducting  the  discussions  of 
them,  in  confidence,  and  in  concert  with  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty ;  and  that  as  Congress  observe,  with  the 
warmest  approbation^  the  purpose  of  his  most  christian 
majesty  to  oppose  to  the  false  appearances  of  peace 
held  out  by  Great  Britain,  those  redoubled  efforts  which 
may  render  her  sincerely,  disposed  to  it,  so  his  majesty 
may  be  persuaded,  that  they  are  not  less  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  such  concurrent  exertions  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  as  may  frustrate  ^he  views 
of  the  common  enemy  in  the  new  system  which  their 
policy  aeems  to  have  adopted  on  this  continent. 

JUNE  3,  1782. 

A  letter  of  May  31st,  from  the  superintendent  of 
finance  being  read — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Boudi- 
not, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  29th  of  May, 
respecting  the  payment  of  the  salaries  and  allowances 
of  the  publick  servants  (see  page  137)  be  reconsidered 
and  committed. 

JUNE  5,  1782. 

On  a  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Madison,  Mr.  Ramsay,  and  Mr.  Osgood,  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  resolution  of  the  29th  of  May, 
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Resolved,  That  tbe  resolution  ptfs8«d  ori  the  39tb  of 
May,  relative  to  the  salaries  and  allowances  of  the 
publick  servants  of  the  United  States,  be  and  hereby 
is  repealed ;  and  (hat  from  and  after  tiie  first  day  of 
August  nett,  warrants  be  issued  quarterly  on  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  for  one  fourth  part  of  the 
annual  salaries  and  allowances  respectivelv  made  to 
the  said  publick  servants  employed  in  foreign  parts. 

JUNE  13,  1782. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  having 
received  a  letter  from  his  most  christian  majesty,  dated 
March  3,  1782,  giving  information  of  the  death  of  the 
princess  Sophia  Philipina  Elizabeth  Justina,  of  France, 
agreed  to  the  following  answer  : 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  their 
great,  faithful  and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  Lewis 
the  sixteenth,  king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

GREAT,  FAITHFUL.  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND  AilD  ALLY, 

We  learn  with  extreme  grief,  ah  event  which  has 
disturbed  your  majesty's  felicity  ;  and  unite  with  you  in 
offering  that  tribute  of  sorrow  to  the  memory  of  your 
most  dear  and  beloved  aunt,  the  princess  Sophia  Phi- 
lipina Elizabeth  Justina  of  France,  which  is  due,  ait 
well  to  the  eminent  virtues  she  possessed,  as  to  the 
relation  in  which  she  stood  to  your  majesty.  We  trust 
that  our  sensibility  on  this  occasion  will  be  considered 
as  a  fresh  proof  of  the  interest  we  take  in  every  event 
which  may  affect  your  majesty ;  and  that  our  sincere 
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coQilolence,  when  sueh  afflictions  as  are  the  lot  of  hu- 
manity put  it  o«t  of  our  power  to  offer  more  effectual 
eoiis<>tation,  will  evince  our  earnest  desire  on  everjr 
occasion  to  contribute  to  your  majesty's  happiness. 

We  pray  God^  dear,  great,  faithful  friend  and  ally, 
always  to  preserve  and  keep  you  under  his  holy  pro- 
tection. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  13th  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two,  and  in  the  6th  year  of  our  inde- 
pendence. By  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. Your  majesty's  faithful  friends  and 
allies. 


JULY  2,  1782. 

On  a  report  from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  12th  April,  1781,  from 
William  Lee,  esquire, 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  in- 
form Mr.  William  Lee  that  he  apply  for  payment  of 
the  moneys  due  to  him  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Franklin. 

JULY  3,  1782. 

On  moti^  o^Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son— 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  Spanish  governours  or 
military  commanders  in  the- West  Indies,  continue  to 
permit  British  prisoners  captured  by  them  to  be  seat 
to  posts  occupied  by  the  British  forces  within  these 
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United  States ;  and  such  prisoners  may  be  employed 
to  aid  the  common  enemy,  and  to  annoy  these  states : 
Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs  transmit  a  state  of  the  facts  to  the  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid ;  and  the  said  minister  is  instructed  to  renew  his 
representations  to  his  catholick  majesty  on  this  subject. 

JULY  17,  1782. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
Duane  and  Mr.  Clymer,  appointed  to  revise  the  in- 
structions given  to  Mr.  J.  Adams,  relativje  to  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, having  submitted  the  following  remarks  and 
resolutions  : 

They  observe,  that  in  the  treaty  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  his  most  christian  majesty,  it  is  among 
other  things  stipulated,  that  the  subjects  of  the  par- 
ties may  by  testament,  donation  or  otherwise,  dispose 
of  their  goods  immoveable,  as  well  as  moveable,  in  fa- 
vour of  such  persons  as  to  them  shall  seem  good  ;  and 
their  heirs,  wheresoever  residing,  may  succeed  them 
ab  intesiat  without  being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of 
naturalization. 

That  the  second  article  of  the  projpsed  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  uHtea  Provinces, 
with  which  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  former 
is  charged,  contains  a  general  stipulation  to  the  sub- 
jects of  the  parties  that  they  shall  enjoy  mutually  the 
same  commercial  exemptions  and  privileges  as  are  or 
may  be  allowed  to  the  most  favoured  nations  ;  under 
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which  genera]  stipolation  claims  and  expectations  may 
be  excited  iir  the  subjects  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
an  entire  equality  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
with  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty. 

That  the  sixth  article  of  the  said  proposed  treaty 
proceeds  further,  and  expressly  stipulates,  that  the 
subjects  of  the  parties  may,  by  will  or  otherwise,  dis- 
pose of,  to  such  persons  as  to  them  may  seem  good,  the 
effects,  money,  debts  or  goods  immovtMe,  as  well  as 
moveable,  which  they  have,  or  ought  to  have  within 
the  dominions  of  either  of  the  parties ;  and  their  heirs, 
although  not  naturalized,  shall  freely  and  quietly  take 
possession  of  all  the  said  goods  and  effects  whatever, 
according  to  the  laws  of  each  country  respectively*,  in 
such  manner  however  that  the  wills  and  right  of  enter- 
ing upon  the  inheritances  of  persons  dying  intestate, 
must  be  proved  according  to  the  laws  in  those  places 
where  such  person  may  happen  to  die,  any  law,  sta- 
tute, custom  or  right  whatsoever  notwithstanding. 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  is  not  alto- 
gether clear  that  the  stipulation  of  the  rigjit  above 
slated  to  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty  does 
not  encroach  on  the  rights  reserved  by  the  federal 
articles  to  the  individual  states ;  and  very  clear  that  an 
extension  of  it  to  the  subjects  of  other  powers  than 
of  Spain  will  be  chargeable  with  such  encroachments. 

That  without  enquiring  into  the  inequality  of  this 
stipulation,  as  it  will  be  probably  exercised  by  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the 
United  Provinces,  or  into  the  inconveniences  which 
may  result  from  an  indefinite  license  to  aliens  to  pos- 
sess real  property  within  the  United  States,  the  com- 
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mtttee  infer  from  the  repugnance  sfaown  by  some  of 
the  states  to  such  an  indulgence  to  the  subjects  of 
France,  notwithstanding  the  special  clause  in  the  fe- 
deral articles  relative  to  that  country,  and  our  peculiar 
relation  to  it,  that  the  compliance  of  the  states  with  a 
like  engagement  to  another  pdwer  will  be  extremely 
precarious. 

That  in  order  to  avoid  these  difficulties  and  conse- 
quences it  appears  to  the  committee  expedient  to  re- 
solve as  follows  : 

That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  the  low  countries  be  and  he  is  hereby  in- 
structed so  to  vary  the  tenor  of  the  second  and  s%»th 
articles  in  the  plan  of  a  treaty  transmitted  to  him,  aa 
to  exclude  all  right  or  pretext  in  the  subjects  of  either 
of  the  contracting  parties  to  acquire  or  hold  within  the 
dominions  of  the  other  party  any  real  estate,  or  estate 
of  inheritance,  whatsoever ;  and  to  be  careful  not  to 
admit  into  other  parts  of  the  said  treaty  any  terms  or 
expressions  from  which  such  right  or  pretext  may  be 
inferred ;  provided,  that  the  said  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary be  at  liberty  to  depart  from  this  instruction  in 
case  he  shall  have  taken  steps  towards  a  conclusion  of 
a  treaty  with  the  United  Provinces  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, are  inconsistent  therewith. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  the  yeaa 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Madison —  • 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Oilman,         No.  >-x 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island) 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

Sonth  Carolina, 
Georgia, 
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Mr.  M«  Osffood, 
Mr.  Loveli, 
Mr.  Jackson, 

Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Duane^ 

Mr.  Clarke, 
Mr.  Condict, 
Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Wharton, 

Mr.  Hanson, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
4^  Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Few, 
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No. 
No, 
No. 


No. 
No. 


No. 
No. 
No, 


.5  No. 

::1no. 

A  No. 
•3 


Ay.  >-x 


Ay.  J^x 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

VOL.   JII.  19 
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JULY  25»  1782, 

Ordered,  That  Tuesday  netl  ht  assigned  for  elect- 
ing a  commissioner  to  liquidate  and  finally  settle  the 
accounts  of  all  the  servants  of  the  United  States,  who 
have  been  intrusted  with  the  expenditure  of  publick 
moneys  in  Europe  ;-{8ee  page  137)  and  that  Monday 
next  be  assigned  for  settling  the  salary  to  be  allowed 
to  the  said  commissioner. 

On  motbn  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Lee, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  38th  of  May 
last,  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  to  liqui- 
date and  finally  settle  the  accounts  of  all  the  publick 
servant^  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  intrust- 
ed with  the  expenditure  of  publick  money,  be  recMsi- 
dered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wither- 
spoon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  committed. 

AUGUST  6,    1782. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Duane,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Osgood,  and  Mr.  Montgo- 
mery, appointed  to  revise  and  consider  the  instruc- 
tions from  Congress  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  to  report  if  any 
and  what  alterations  or  additions  should  be  made  to 
them,  reported  as  follows  : 

That  the  mfhisier  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
Spain  be  instructed,  in  ease  any  propositions  be  made 
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to  him  by  ibe  said  court  for  a  treaty  with  the  Uiiited 
States,  to  declioe  acceding  to  them  until  he  shall  have 
transmitted  them  to  Congress  for  their  approbation ; 
uniess  the  treaty  proposed  be  of  such  a  tenor  as  to 
render  bis  accession  thereto  necessary  to  tbe  fulfilment 
of  the  stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  con- 
tained in  the  separate  and  secret  article  of  their  treaty 
with  his  most  christian  majesty  ;  in  which  case  he  is 
to  conclude  such  treaty  on  the  first  requisition  of  his 
calholick  majesty. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay  be  at  liberty  to  leave 
Spain,  and  go  into  any  other  part  of  Europe,  whenever 
the  state  of  his  health  may  require  it. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  seconded  by 
Mr.  M'Kean,  to  strike  out  the  words,  ^' in  which  case,'^^ 
kc.  to  the  end  of  the  first  resolution ;  and  on  tfee  ques- 
tion, Shall  those  words  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing required  by  Mr.  Telfair — 

New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Gilman, 

Massachusetts^ 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 


Mr.  Osgood^ 
Idr.  Jackson, 

Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Dyefj 

Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Scott, 
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Mr.  Clarke,  No#) 

Mr.  Condict,  No.  >  No. 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  No.  3 


PeoDsylrania,         Mr.  Montgomery^  Ay. 


Delawarei 

Maryland, 
Virginiai 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Wharton, 


No. 

Ay 


; 


No 

No. 


:1 


At. 


No* 


Mr.  Hanson,  No.  yx 


Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Blount, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr*  Izard, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Few, 


No.) 

No.>No. 

No.S 


No. 
No 


•J  No. 
No.^ 


No.j 
.VNo. 


No. 
No. 
No, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  resolution  as 
amended, 

Resolved,  n..  c.  d.  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  resolution, 

Resolved,  ir.  c.  d.  in  the  affirmative. 


^Ifat]  FOR^GN  AFFAIRS.  14i 


AUGUST  7,  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  seconded  by  Mr.  Tel- 
fair, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Spain  be  instructed  to  forbear  making  any 
overtures  to  that  court,  or  entering  ipto  any  stipula- 
tions in  consequence  of  overtures  which  he  has  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  instructions  passed  yesterday 
be  redrawn,  so  as  to  comprehend  the  above,  which 
is  to  be  inserted  immediately  before  '^in  case,"  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Spain  be  instructed  to 
forbear  making  any  overtures  to  that  court,  or  enter- 
ing into  any  stipulations  in  consequence  of  overtures 
which  he  has  made  ;  and  in  case  any  propositions  be 
made  to  him  by  the  said  court  for  a  treaty  with  the 
United  States,  to  decline  acceding  to  them  until  he 
shall  have  transmitted  them  to  Congress  for  their 
approbation,  unless  the  treaty  proposed  be  of  such  a 
tenor  as  to  render  his  accession  thereto  necessary  to 
the  fulfilment  of  the  stipulation,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  contained  in  the  separate  and  secret 
article  of  their  treaty  with  his  most  christian  majesty. 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay  be  at  liberty  to  leave 
Spain,  and  go  into  any  other  part  of  Europe,  whenever 
the  state  of  bis  health  may  require  it. 
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AUGUST  1782. 

Oq  the  17lh  of  November,  1781,  the  delegate*  for 
Massachusetts  laid  before  Congress  tlie  following  ad 
of  the^egiilature  of  that  state. 

*^  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Oct.  37, 1781. 

*'  It  appearing  to  this  court  of  the  highest  impor- 
'*  tance  to  the  United  States  in  general,  and  to  this 
<^  state  in  particalar,  that  the  right  to  the  fisheries 
^<  heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  of  the  United 
"  States,  should  in  a  future  settlement  of  peace  be 
^'  acknowledged  and  secured  to  them  :  Therefore, 

^*  Resolved,  That  the  delegates  in  Congress  ibr 
'^  this  commonwealth  be  and  they  are  hereby  instruct- 
^^  ed,  to  represent  to  Congress  the  importance  of  the 
'^  fisheries  to  this  state,  and  to  use  their  utmost  in- 
*<  fluence  that  instructions  be  given  to  the  ministers 
^^  appointed  by  Congress  for  negotiating  a  peace,  in 
^^  the  most  pressing  manner  to  insist,  that  the  free  and 
^^  unmolested  exercise  of  this  right  be  condnued  and 
«« secured  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
^^  rica,  in  a  future  settlement  of  peace. 

^^  And  it  ii  further  resolved.  That  the  secretary  be 
^  and  he  is  hereby  directed^  to  forward  the  aforegoing 
^<  resolve  without  delay  to  the  delegates  in  Congress 
^  for  this  commonwealth*'' 

The  aforegoing,  together  with  sundry  papers  rela* 
tive  to  the  fisheries,  was  referred  to  a  committee,  con- 
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flifdng  of  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr%  CairoII  and  Mr.  Madisoo, 
who  00  the  8ih  January,  17as,  reported  as  follows  t 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  several 
papers  relating  to  the  fisheries  hare  duly  considered 
the  same,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  best  security  for 
Ibis  object,  short  of  admitting  it  into  the  ultimatum  for 
peace,  will  be  a  representation  to  his  most  christian 
majesty,  through  our  ministers  for  negotiating  peace, 
.of  its  great  importance  to  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  is  claimed  and  expected  ;  and 
being  also  of  opinion  that  a  like  representation  touch- 
ing  the  other  clainis  of  the  United  States-  excluded 
from  the  ultimatum  would  have  a  tendency  no  less  salu- 
tary, they  have  prepared  instructions  to  the  said 
ministers  in  this  comprehensive  plan,  and  report  the 
same  as  follows  for  the  consideration  of  Congress : 

That  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating 
peace,  or  in  case  they  should  not  be  convened,  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  be 
instructed  to  acquaint  his  most  christian  majesty,  that 
notwithstanding  the  occasion  presented  to  the  United 
States,  by  the  signal  and  various  advantages  gained 
over  the  enemy,  of  enlarging  their  ultimatum  for 
peace,  the  firm  reliance  which  Congress  have  on  the 
friendship  and  influence  of  his  majesty  has  determined 
them  not  to  depart  from  their  resolution  of  the  , 
day  of  last,  by  which  all  the  objects  of  their  de- 

sires and  expectations,  excepting  only  the  indepen« 
dence  of  the  United  States  and  their  alliance  with  his 
majesty,  are  eventually  submitted  to  his  councils.  But 
4bat  in  order  to  make  him  more  fully  sensible  of  thQ 


extent  and  foundation  of  these  desires  and  expecta- 
tions, have  thought  it  expedient  that  some  obsenrationa 
should  be  made  to  him  relativet  to  the  several  objects 
which  are  most  likely  to  fall  within  the  compass  of 
aegotiation. 

One  of  these  objects,  and  which  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  is^ 
the  exterior  boundary  by  which  their  extent  is  to  be  de- 
fined. On  this  occasion  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  our 
contest  will  be  with  his  Britannick  majesty  alone.  Un- 
der his  authority  the  limits  of  these  states,  while  in  the 
character  of  colonies,  were  established ;  to  these  limits 
the  United  States,  considered  as  independent  sove- 
reignties, have  succeeded.  Whatsoever  territorial 
rights,  therefore,  belonged  to  them  before  the  revola- 
iion,  were  necessarily  devolved  upon  tbeo^at  the  era 
of  independence. 

Those  grounds  support  the  assertion,  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  bounded  as  they  are  declared  to  be  in 
the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  day 

of  August,  1779. 

As  the  efforts  of  his  Britannick  majesty  will  be  prin- 
cipally directed  against  the  western  and  northwestern 
boundary,  the  observations  on  this  subject  oiay  be 
confined  thereto. 

The  treaty  of  Paris  of  1763,  to  which  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  the  British  king  were  parties, 
restricted  those  colonies,  which  were  before  extended 
by  their  charters  to  the  sea,  to  the  river  Mississippi* 
To  this  river  then  these  states  will  still  extend  in  the 
same  manner,  unless  by  some  subsequent  constitutional 
and  rightful  act  their  limits  have  been  abridged. 


11M.]  iiOUlOV  MSTMOB.  Ifll 

Tbn  BtgMtialtMM  Ml  tkifl  bead  will  jpmkMy  tst tnm 
a  varitljr  ^0^  ft>mB«  Nqm  perhaps  wiH  ba  OHve  sire* 
muiuiljr  urgad  4hM|  tboae  mkiA  Bfwt  frooiihts  Brttaa* 
okk  aajtaiy't  praekmatioft  on  ibe  7lb  daj  of  Qatober^ 
1763,  tbe  tfealy  of  Fort  StMwiKyin  1768,  belweaa  faifli 
ud  tbe  Sa  Nationty  and  tbe  Bfiitsb  stetufieia  1774, 
eatablMhiag,  among  odier  thingt)  the  bauBdaraea  of 

l»  If  it  can  be  anppoiad  tbaft  the  purpoee  of  the  pt on 
daauitioa  wat  t*  affect  Ihe  boundaries  of  the  United 
Statest  it  mutt  be  reaMKiberad  to  be  the  act  of  the 
Vjarjr  prince  agaiaat  whom  we  contend ;  that  it  precede 
ed,  a  short  time  only,  the  manifestation  of  those  wick* 
ed  and  opptessive  aieasnres  which  gare  birth  to  the 
r^vofaiUon;  and  that  it  direcdy  interfered  with  tite. 
rights  accraing  to  the  cok>nies  hy  tbe  ancicat  airi 
more  solemn  aots  of  his  predecessors. 

Put  by  the  prohibition  to  the  gavemonrs  of  the  other 
oaloaies  tbui  of  Qaebec,  Eaat  Florida,  or  West  Flori- 
da,^  to  giant  warranls  of  sarvey,  or  paas  patents  *'  for 
the  present,  and  until  his  (the  Biritish  king's)  farther 
pka»i|i«  should  be  known,"  for  any  kinda  beyond  the 
btada  or  aoorces  of  any  of  tbe  rivers,  which  fall  into  the 
Atlantick  ocean  from  the  west  and  northwest,  is  strongly 
shown  s»  opinion  that  there  were  kinds  beyond  the 
hands  of  those  rivers  within  the  grants  of  the  gover* 
nmaia. 

By  the  prohibition  toe  to  grant  warrants  of  survey,  (of 
pass  patents  fov  any  lands  whatever,  which,  ^*  not  having 
been  ceded  to  or  purchase^  by  the  British  king,  were 
reserved  to  the  Indians,  or  any  of  them,'^  a  restriction 
of  territory  coold  not  have  been  designed  by  a  king, 
vot*  UK  20 
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who  granted  tbe  charters  to  the  colonies ,  knowing  that 
they  would  interfere  with' the  rights  of  the  Indians,  who 
has  always  considered  a  cession,  or  purchase  from  the 
Indians,  not  so  much  the  source  of  a  title  as  a  milder 
means  of  preventing  th^ir  hostility,  who,  since  the  date 
of  the  proclamation,  has  granted  through  the  prohibited 
govemours  themselves  large  quantities  of  land  beyond 
the  heads  of  those  rivers,  and  whose  own  geographer, 
in  a  map  describing  and  distinguishing  the  British, 
Spanish  and  French  dominions  in  America,  according 
to  the  aforesaid  treaty  of  Paris,  carries  the  states  of 
Georgia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Virginia, 
as  far  as  the  Mississippi. 

In  a  word,  this  part  of  the  proclamation  seems  to 
have  been  intended  merely  to  shut  up  the  land  offices, 
not  to  curtail  limits ;  to  keep  the  Indians  in  peace,  not 
to  relinquish  the  rights  accruing  under  the  charters, 
and  particularly  that  of  pre-emption. 

3.  The  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwiz  is  susceptible  of  a 
similar  answer,  by  viewing  it  as  an  instrument  of  peace, 
not  the  conveyanc^e  of  a  title.  For  there  is  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  British  king  has  never  ratified  it ;  and 
yet  it  is  notorious  that  his  governours  have  granted 
lands  within  the  cession  then  made. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  authority  to  grant  those  lands 
was  derived  from  the  treaty  of  Lancaster,  in  1744, 
here  then  is  a  forcible  illustration  ol  our  doctrine. 
For  on  what  principle,  but  on  account  of  peace,  could 
the  British  king  have  attempted  to  procure  a  new  ces- 
sion of  the  same  country  ?  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
authority  to  grant  those  lands  was  not  derived  from  the 
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treaty  of  Lancaster,  it  can  rest  on  no  other  foundation 
than  that  of  his  charters. 

3.  The  Quebec  act  is  one  of  the  multiplied  causes  of 
our  opposition,  and  finally  of  the  revolution.  No  stress, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  laid  on  it,  even  if  in  its  opera- 
tion it  abridged  the  boundary  of  the  states.  But  the 
provision,  that  nothing  therein  contained  relative  to  the 
boundary  of  the  province  of  Quebec  should  in  any 
wise  affect  the  boundaries  of  any  other  colony,  ex« 
eludes  such  an  operation,  and  confirms  chartered  rights. 

Should  Great  Britain  retain  that  portion  of  the  Unit^ 
ed  States  bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  the  neighbour- 
hood of  her  possessions  will  be  imminently  dangerous 
to  our  peace.  Should  she  also  retain  Canada  and 
West  Florida,  or  even  Canada  alone,  by  applying 
herself  to  the  settlement  of  that  country,  and  pushing 
on  her  trade  there  with  vigour,  a  new  nursery  for  her 
marine  will  speedily  be  established. 

From  a  full  confidence  that  the  western  tei^itory 
now  contended  for  lay  within  the  United  States,  the 
British  posts  therein  have  been  reduced  by  our  citi- 
zens, and  American  government  is  now  exercised  with- 
in the  same ;  large  bounties  of  land  have  been  promis- 
ed to  the  army  ;  and  we  have  relied  on  it  as  an  impor* 
tant  source  for  discharging  the  debts  incurred  durin^f 
the  war. 

For  a  considerable  distance  beyond  the  Appalachian 
mountains,  and  particularly  on  the  Ohio,  American 
citizens  are  actually  settled  at  this  day.  By  the  sur- 
render therefore  of  the  western  territory  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, a  large  number  of  fencible  men,  men  too  who  have 
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M>t  been  beiuttd  any  of  thek  fellow  ciiiie&i  m  Uw 
struggle  for  liberty,  would  be  throwa  back  within  bet 
power* 

Bu4  a  4lecittve  objeetioD  eziiU  against  this  Mytilation 
of  ouff  country,  that  tbe  principle  by  which  it  would  be 
bmited  to  the  distance  of  a  mite  only  from  the  Missis* 
sippi,  would  justify  Butilations  to  an  immense  extent* 
Another  claim  is  the  common  right  of  the  United 
^  States  to  take  fish  in  the  North  American  seas,  and 
particularly  on  tbe  banks  of  Newfoundland.  With 
respect  to  tkh  object^  tbe  said  aiinisters  are  inairMted 
to  consider  and  contend  for4t,  as  described  in  the  in* 
stractions  relative  to  a  treaty  of  commerce,  giv^a  to 
John  Adams  on  the  twenty-ainth  of  September,  1779, 
as  ecjually  desired  and  expected  by  Congr^s  with  any 
of  the  other  claims  not  made  ultimata  in  the  instree* 
tions  given  to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  for  nego* 
tiating  a  peace  on  the  day  of  last,  and  are 

therein  referred  to  as  objects  of  the  desires  and  ex* 
pectations  of  Congress.  They  are  also  instructed  to 
observe  to  his  most  christian  majesty  with  respect  to 
this  claim,  that  it  does  not  extend  to  any  parts  of  the 
sea  lying  ^within  three  leagues  of  the  shores  held  by 
Great  Britain  or  any  other  nation.  That  under  this 
bmitation  it  is  conceived  by  Congress,  a  common  right 
of  taking  fish  cannot  be  denied  to  them  without  a  mani* 
fest  violation  of  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  as  established 
by  the  law  of  nations,  and  tbe  dictates  of  reason ;  ao» 
eording.to  both  which  the  use  of  the  sea,  except  such 
parts  thereof  as  lie  in  the  vicinity  of  the  shore,  and 
tre  deemed  appurtenant  thereto,  is  common  to  all  na» 


imj  Foamai  utaibh  tit 

HotkMj  thoie  ooly  ejccepled  who  iMve  eith^  by  polikif  t 
convei^tioo,  or  by  long  and  silent  aoquiciceneo  und^r 
emclosion,  renoimced  that  common  right ;  that  Aettber 
of  those  ezc^ptiona  militate  againat  the  claim  of  tkt 
United  States,  siace  it  does  not  extend  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  shore,  and  since  they  are  so  for  from  having 
either  expressly  or  tacitly  renounced  their  right,  that 
they  were  prior  to  the  war,  though  indeed  not  in  tho 
character  of  an   independent  nation,  in  the  constant, 
and  even  during  the  war,  in  the  occasional  exercise  of 
it ;  that  although  a  greater  space  than  three  leagues 
baa  in  some  instances  been,  both  by  publick  treaties 
and  by  custom,  annexed  to  the  shore  as  part  of  the 
same  dominion,  yet,  as  it  is  the  present  aim  of  the  mari* 
time  powers  to  circtimscribe,  as  fkr  as  reason  will  jus« 
tify,  all  exclusive  pretensions  to  the  sea,  and  as  that 
is  the  distance  specified  in  a  treaty  to  which  both 
Great  Britain  and  his  majesty  are  parties,  and  which 
'  relates  to  the  very  object  in  question,  it  was  supposed 
that  DO  other  distance  could,  in  the  present  case,  be 
more  properly  assumed  ;  that  if  a  greater  or  an  indefinite 
distance  should  be  alleged  to  be  appurtenant  by  the 
law  of  nations  to  the  shore,  it  may  be  answered,  that 
the  fisheries  in  question,  even  those  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  being  of  so  vast  an  extent,  might  with 
flStich  greater  reason  be  deemed  appurtenant  to  the 
whole  continent  of  North  America  than  to  the  incoB* 
siderable    portion  of  it  held  by  Great  Britain ;  that 
Congress  expect,  with  greater  assurance,  the  cooewr- 
rence  of  his  majesty  in  these  ideas,  since  his  own  claim 
to  the  fisheries  would,  by  a  contrary  doctrine,  be  sus- 
pended on  the  mere  concession  of  Great  Britaiui  in* 
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Stead  of  resting  on  the  sblid  and  honourable  basis  of 
the  law  of  nations,  and  of  right ;  that  if  Great  Britain 
cannot,  by  virtue  of  her  occupancy  of  the  shore,  claim 
an  exclusive  use  of  the  fisheries  beyond  the  vicinity 
thereof,  and  a  right  to  the  common  use  is  incident  to 
the  United  States  as  a  free  and  independent  commu- 
nity, they  cannot  admit  that  they  have  no  such  right, 
without  renouncing  an  attribute  of  that  sovereignty 
which  they  are  bound,  as  well  by  respect  for  his  ma- 
jesty's honour  as  for  their  own  interests  and  dignity,  to 
maintain  entire ;  that  this  right  is  no  less  indispensa- 
ble in  its  exercise  than  it  is  indisputable  in  its  princi- 
ples, the  inhabitants  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
United  States  being  dependent  thereon,  both  for  a  ma- 
terial proportion  of  their  subsistence,  and  for  the  means 
of  their  commerce;  and  as  they  were  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  this  resource  prior  to  the  revolution,  the 
loss  of  it^  by  an  ev^nt  from  which  very  different  ex- 
pectations have  been  cherished,  and  which  ought  to 
bestow,  as  far  as  possible,  equal  advantages  on  all  who 
have  laboured  equally  for  its  accomplishment,  could 
not  fail  to  be  attended  with  disappointment,  and  mor- 
tifying comparisons :  that  from  these  considerations, 
Congress  have  the  most  earnest  desire,  as  well  as  the 
most  sanguine  hope,  that  his  majesty's  efforts  will  ob- 
tain for  his  allies  a  stipulation  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, not  to  molest  them  in  the  common  use  of  the  fishe- 
ries, as  above  stated  ;  or,  if  insuperable  difficulties 
should  oppose  a  positive  stipulation  in  their  favour, 
that  his  majesty  will  in  every  event  find  means  to  avoid 
a  surrender  of  that  common  right ;  that  whilst,  how- 
ever, this  latter  expedient  is  suggested  to  his  majesty, 
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it  cannot  escape  his  discernment  that  it  is  so  pregnant 
with  dangerous  consequences,  that  the  former  cannot 
be  contended  for  with  too  much  urgency  and  zeah 

That  with  respect  to  the  confiscated  property  of 
those  who  have  adhered  to  the  interests  of  the  enemy, 
and  which  may  possibly  be  claimed  for  the  former 
owners,  the  aforesaid  ministers  are  to  observe  to  bis 
majesty,  that  these  confiscations  having  taken  place,  - 
more  or  less,  in  almost  all  the  states ;  and  having  un- 
dergone various  transfers  from  individual  to  individual, 
a  speoifick  restitution  is  absolutely  impracticable ;  and 
when  the  vast  amount  of  them  is  compared  with  the 
ravages  and  burdens  which  the  war  will  leave  behind 
it,  an  equivalent  restitution  would  be  little  less  than 
impracticable ;  that  as  the  general  usage  of  nations, 
as  well  as  the  particular  law  of  Great  Britain,  ex- 
cludes aliens  from  holding  real  and  immoveable  es- 
tates, the  moment  our  national  independence  was  as- 
sumed, the  titles  of  all  those  who,  on  or  prior  to  that 
event,  espoused  the  side  of  the  enemy,  became,  under 
strict  construction,  extinct ;  and  that  such  as  afterwards 
deserted  to  them,  falling  under  the  denomination  of 
traitors,  have  forfeited  not  only  their  estates  but  their 
lives  to  their  country  ;  that  although  it  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  peculiarity  of  circumstances  which  dis^- 
tinguish  the  present  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  from  a  war  between  two  nations 
separate  and  independent  at  its  origin,  alSbrds  some 
plea  for  reversing  the  confiscations,  this  consideration 
it  far  outweighed  by  the  great  value  of  which  the  citi- 
zens of  these  states  have,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war, 
been  despoiled  by  the  enemy,  and  the  still  greater 
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That  tha  nainistert  further  observe  to  bU  majaalyy 
that  any  atipolations  autharising  such  fugiiivea  and 
asile9  freni  their  country  to  return  into  it,  would  not 
only  be  dishonourable  to  the  govemneiits  of  these 
states,  but  so  obfkoxioas  to  the  people  at  largOt  aad 
especially  to  such  as  have  been  Um  oi^ts  of  their 
•ttlrages,  thai  it  is  the  particular  wish  of  Coagrtss  thai 
k  may  be  most  strenuously  opposed;  that  such  a  per* 
mission  is  the  more  to  be  dreaded,  as  it  could  oaly  be 
intended  for  snch  as  are  totally  devoid  both  of  boaoiir 
and  seosiiNlity,  who  aloae  would  avail  themselves  of  a 
privilege  that  would  subject  them  to  the  indignaticci 
and  resentments  which  they  had  provoked. 

That  aslt  is  not  improbable  the  subject  of  con* 
merce  will,  among  others,  be  introduced  into  the  ae< 
gotiation,  the  ministers  be  instructed  to  observe  thereos 
to  his  most  christian  majesty,  that  the  United  States, 
as  a  free  and  sovereign  nation,  being  the  absolute  laas- 
tors  as  well  of  their  commerce  as  of  their  government, 
no  claim  of  right  can  nor  probably  will,  be  pretended 
with  respect  to  the  former,  by  those  who  relinquish 
such  pretension  with  respect  to  the  latter ;  that  it  is 
the  wish  and  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  pre- 
serve their  commerce  as  unfettered  as  possible  with 
stipulations  in  favour  of  nations  with  which  they  are 
now  unconnected,  and  pattieutarly  of  that  with  which 
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they  are  now  at  war ;  that  this  policy  cannot  but  co«> 
incide  with  the  sentiments  of  his  majesty,  since  it 
alone  will  leave  to  his  allies  the  future  opportunity  of 
manifesting  their  preference  of  his  interests  to  those 
of  his  enemies  and  rivals ;  .tnat  Congress  do  for  these 
reasons  most  earnestly  desire,  expect  and  entreat  jlhat 
his  majesty  will  spare  no  eflforts  that  may  be  necessary 
to  exclude  from  a  treaty  every  article  which  would  re- 
strain the  United  States  from  imposing  on  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain  any  duties,  restrictions  or  prohibitions 
which  may  hereafter  be  judged  expedient  5  unless,  and 
so  far  only,  as  a  relaxation  in  this  point  may  be  essen- 
tially necessary  for  obtaining  peace,  or  the  several  ob- 
jects abovementioncd. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1782,  the  foregoing  report 
was  referred  to  another  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Carroll,  Mr*  Randolph  and  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  on 
the  16th  day  of  August,  1782,  reported,  that  they  have 
collected  facts  and  observations  as  follows,  which  they 
rtcorameod  to  be  referred  to  the  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs,  to  be  by  him  digested,  completed  and  transmit- 
ted to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a 
peace,  for  their  information  and  use. 

Facts  and  Observations  in  support  of  the  several 
Claims  of  the  United  Slates  not  included  in  their 
Ultimatum  of  the  15th  of  June,  1781. 

1.     Our  common  right  to  take  fish  in  the  North  Ame- 
rican seas,  and  particularly  in  that  part  of  them  which 
goes  under  the  name  of  the  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
VOL.  in.  21 
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has  its  origin  in  the  natural  incapacity  of  the  sea  to 
be  appropriated* 

The  practice  of  nations  hath,  for  the  sake  of  safety 
and  tranquillity,  abridged  this  freedom  of  the  ocean, 
by  annexing  to  the  coast  a  reasonable  tract  of  the  wa- 
ter; and  Great  Britain,  by  availing  herself  of  this 
usage,  may  possibly  arrogate  the  exclusiTe  enjoyment 
of  the  banks,  as  appurtenant  to  the  island  of  New* 
foundland. 

These  banks,  the  nearest  point  of  which  is  thirty- 
five  leagues  distant  from  CapeRace,  are  too  far  advanc- 
ed in  the  Atlantick  to  be  a  dependance  of  the  shores* 
There  has  been  great  division  among  writers  in  deter- 
ming  to  what  extent  the  sea  is  to  be  considered  as  i[i- 
cidental  to  the  territory  which  it  washes*  Some  have 
apportioned  one  hundred  miles,  others  sixty,  and  others 
as  much  as  could  be  seen  from  land  in  a  fair  day*  See 
Anderson's  history  of  commerce,  2  vol.  17*  appendix* 

If  we  pass  from  theory  to  the  stipulations  of  treaties, 
we  shall  find  better  aid,  but  hyk  no  means  uniformity* 
By  better  aid,  we  mean  British  precedents ;  for  against 
these,  a  British  king  surely  will  not  struggle* 

Id  the  second  year  of  James  the  first,  commissioners 
were  appointed  on  the  part  of  England  and  Scotland, 
to  treat  of  and  conclude  a  union  between  the  two  king- 
doms* By  the  articles  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  the 
sea,  for  the  space  of  fourteen  miles  from  the  coast  of 
Scotland,  was  reserved  to  Scotchmen  only ;  and  it  was 
reciprocally  provided  in  favour  of  Englishmen*  See 
Spotswood's  history  of  Scotland,  483,  aad  2  Anderson, 
Appendix,  17. 
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Should  this  example  be  thought  to  lose  the  force  of 
its  application,  from  having  been  the  agreement  of  the 
subjects  of  one  and  the  same  prince,  a  letter  may  be 
quoted  from  secretary  Staunton  to  lord  Carlton,  the 
English  ambassador  at  the  Hague,  bearing  date  the 
Slst  of  January,  1618.  In  it  the  ambassador  is  com- 
manded to  urge  the  states  general,  in  the  name  of  king 
James,  ta publish  a  placart  prohibiting  their  subjects 
to  fish  within  fourteen  miles  of  his  coasts  until  the 
main  business  should  be  finally  accomodated  by  com- 
missioners. 

The  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763,  to  which  his  most- 
christian  majesty  as  well  as  his  Britannick  majesty  was 
a  party,  excludes  the  French  from  the  exercise  of  the 
fishery  in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  only  within  three 
leagues  from  the  shore,  extending  the  distance  round 
Cape  Breton  to  fifteen  leagues. 

By  inspecting  the  ancient  treaties  between  England 
and  the  dukes  of  Britanny  and  Burgundy,  we  shall 
find  that  the  portion  of  the  sea  which  is  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  coast  is  so  far  from  being  increased  be- 
yond fourteen  miles,  or  even  three  leagues,  that  the 
liberty  of  fishing  in  every  part  thereof  is  asserted. 
See  treaties  between  Henry  sixth,  and  the  dutchess  of 
Burgundy ;  Edward  fourth,  and  Francis,  duke  of  Britan^ 
ny ;  Henry  seventh,  and  Philip  fourth,  arch  duke  of  Aus- 
tria; and  duke  of  Btltgundy  and  Henry  eighth  and 
Charles  fifth,  emperor  and  duke  of  Burgundy. 

Had  the  kings  of  England  esteemed  the  fisheries  the 
property  of  the  crown,  they  would  not  have  admitted 
aliens  to  a  promiscuous  fishing  with  their  own  subjects 
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without  some' valuable  consideration,  or  an  acknow- 
ledgment by  way  of  salvo  jure.  But,  instead  of  a 
proceeding  like  this,  they  have  in  a  succession  of  ages 
deliberately  omitted  to  challenge  to  themselves  the 
sole  right  of  the  fisheries. 

Queen  Elizabeth  too,  being  involved  in  a  dispute 
with  the  king  of  Denmark  concerning  the  fishery  at 
Wardhuys,  near  the  North  Cape,  instructs  her  plenipo- 
tentiaries to  deny  that  '^  the  property  of  the  sea  at  any 
^'  distance  whatsoever  is  consequent  to  the  banks.^' 
The  king  of  Denmark  does  not  attempt  in  his  reply  to 
establish  what  sh^  had  thus  denied,  but  rests  his  exclu- 
sive claims  upon  the  authority  of  old  treaties  between 
the  two  crowns.  See  Rymer's  Foedera,  tom.  16lh,  p» 
425. 

Thus  it  appears,  upon  strict  principles  of  natural 
law,  the  sea  is  unsusceptible  of  appropriation  ;  that  a 
species  of  conventional  law  has  annexed  a  reasonable 
district  of  jt  to  the  coast  which  borders  on  it ;  and  that 
in  many  of  the  treaties  to  which  Great  Britain  has  ac- 
ceded, no  distance  has  been  assumed  for  this  purpose 
beyond  fourteen  miles. 

Were  these  rules  then  allowed  to  influence  the  pre- 
tensions of  Great  Britain  with  respect  to  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  they  would  be  readily  condemned. 
Nor  could  they  be  supported,  were  the. sea  appendant 
to  the  shore  as  far  as  thirty  leagues,  the  greatest  dis- 
tance, perhaps,  which  has  at  any  time  been  ceded  to 
the  king  of  England  by  treaty. 

Nations  may  indeed,  either  by  positive  contract,  or 
by  long  and  silent  acquiescence  under  exclusion,  re- 
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nouDce  their  privileges  in  the  sea.  But  the  United 
States  have  not  only  oever  disclaimed  their  right  of 
fishing  therein,  but  have  been  in  the  constant  enjoy* 
ment  of  it  during  the  existence  of  British  government, 
and  occasionally  so  ever  since  the  revolution. 

It  deserves  attention,  that  the  fisheries,  furnish  the 
inhabitants  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  United  States 
with  an  important  proportion  of  their  subsistence,  and 
the  means  of  their  commerce.  Should  they  lose  this 
resource  by  the  accomplishment  of  independence,  an 
event  from  which  very  different  expectations  have 
been  cherished,  and  which  ought  to  bestow  equal  ad- 
vantages on  all  who  have  laboured  equally  in  giving 
birth  to  it,  such  a  loss  cannot  fail  to  be  attended  with 
disappointment  and  mortifying'comparisons. 

As  it  is  the  aim  of  the  maritime  powers  to  circum- 
scribe, as  far  as  equity  will  suffer,  all  exclusive  claims 
to  the  sea,  we  trust  his  most  christian  tna^esty  will  co- 
incide with  our  present  doctrines.  Perhaps,  however, 
the  ninth  and  tenth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  may  be  supposed,  from  a  little  ambiguity 
in  their  language,  to  forbid  us  to  insist  on  a  participa- 
tion of  the  fisheries  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland 
and  in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  as  being  frequented 
and  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  of  France.  But  what  is 
the  genuine  construction  of  these  articles  ? 

The  ninth  begins  with  a  general  stipulation,  that  the 
subjects  of  one  party  shall  abstain  from  fishing  in  all 
places  possessed  or  to  be  possessed  by  the  other ;  in- 
terdicts those  of  France  from  fishing  in  the  havens^ 
bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places  which  the  United 
States  hold,  or  shall  hereafter  hold,  as  well  as  the  in- 
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babilanU  of  the  UiMted  States,  from  fishing  id  the 
bavanti  bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places  which 
the  most  christian  king  possesses,  or  shall  hereafter 
possess.  Bat  this  exclusion  is  to  take  place  only  so 
long  and  ro  far  as  an  ez«nption  shall  not  in  this  re* 
spect  have  been  granted  to  some  other  nation. 

The  tenth  article  binds  the  United  States  and  their 
citizens  not  to  disturb  the  subjects  of  the  most  chris- 
tian  king  in. the  ecercise  of  the  right  of  fishing  on 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  nor  in^  their  indefinite 
and  exclusive  privileges  on  the  coast  of  the  island  of 
that  name,  conformably  to  the  true  sense  and  meaning 
of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris. 

If  it  can  be  truly  said,  that  the  fisheries  in  the  gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence  and  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland 
aie  possessed  or  holden  by  France,  the  citisens  of  the 
United  States  are  entided,  according  to  the  provision 
of  the  ninth  tiA'tiele,  to  like  access  with  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain. 

But  the  sea  cannot  be  holden  or  possessed,  these 
terms  implying  appropriation.  They  accord  welt 
with  havens,  bays,  creeks,  roads  or  coasts  y  and  also 
with  '^  places,^'  should  this  word  be  confined,  as  it 
ought  to  be  in  its  interpretation,  to  waters  susceptible 
of  occupancy. 

Had  it  been  conceived^  that  the  nhith  article  debar- 
red the  United  States  from  fishing  on  th<  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  it  would  have  been  unnecfssary  t& 
guard  in  the  tenth  against  tjiemolestationof  the  French 
in  fishing  there.  Besides,  an  engagement  not  to  die* 
turb,  does  of  it^If  import  that  the  citizens  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States  may  fish,  if  they  do  not  disturb. 
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There  seeM  too  a  remarkable  antitbetis  between 
the  right  of  fishing  and  the  right  derived  from  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  a^  to  the  eoast  of  the  island  of  Newfonnd- 
land.  The  fonner  is  called  simply  the  enjojrment  and 
exercise  of  tbe  right  of  fishing )  but  the  latter  is  more 
pointedly  denominated  indefinite  and  exclustre.  In  a 
word,  we  are  persuaded,  from  our  experience  of  the 
candour  and  friendship  of  his  most  christian  majesty, 
that  it  was  not  his  design  to  depress  the  United  Statea 
by  thrusting  them  from  a  share  of  the  fisheries,  which 
Providence  appears  to  have  destined  for  their  use ;  but 
rather  to  secure  the  fisheries  of  his  own  country  from 
encroachment,  and  his  subjects  from  interruption  in 
those  of  America* 

3.  With  respect  to  the  boundaries  of  the  states* 
The  patent  to  the  council  of  Plymouth,  bearing  date 
the  18th  of  November,  1620,  is  the  parent  from  which 
the  eastern  states  proceed* 

New  Hampshire  claims  Under  the  royal  commiseion 
appointing  Benning  Wentworth,  esquire,  governour  of 
that  province,  on  the  13th  July,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  George  the  second* 

Massachusetts  claims  under  the  charter  granted  by 
William  and  Mary,  on  the  17(h  October,  1691*  The 
treaty  of  Paris  fixes  the  Mississippi  as  the  western 
Umit  of  the  old  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  which  is 
one  of  the  colonies  incorporated  by  that  charter.  See 
old  charter  of  4th  March,  1628-^9* 

The  charter  of  April  33,  1662,  granted  by  Cfaarlcs 
the  second  to  Winthrop  and  others,  is  the  ground  of 
the  territorial  claims  of  Connecticut,     The  treaty  of 
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Paris  is  allowed  to  restrict  that  state  also  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

On  the  8th  July,  1662,  the  same  prince  granted  the 
charter  under  which  Rhode  Island  claims. 

New  York  assigns,  as  sources  of  her  title,  the  grant 
from  Charles  second  to  the  duke  of  York,  in  1663,  the 
capitulation  of  the  Dutch  in  the  same  year,  the  treaty  of 
Westminster,  1674,  and  the  renewal  or  confirmation  of 
the  duke's  grant  immediately  after  the  treaty.  This 
state  adds,  that  the  lands  on  the  west  side  of  Connecti- 
cut river  belong  to  it  under  the  (^rther  [right]  accruing 
by  the  subjection  of  the  Five  Nations,  the  native  pro- 
prietors ;  and  that  the  country,  as  far  northward  as  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  westward  without  known  limits, 
is  the  property  of  New  York,  as  having  been  formerly 
possessed  by  those  tribes  of  Indians  and  their  tributaries. 
The  treaties  with  those  nations  in  1684,  1701,  1736, 
1744,  and  1754,  are  particularly  referred  to. 

On  the  23d  June,  1664,  the  duke  of  York  conveyed, 
out  of  his  aforesaid  grant  to  lord  Berkeley  and  sir 
George  Carteret,  the  limits  which  New  Jersey  claims. 
Upon  this  ground,  and  the  resignation  of  the  govern- 
ment into  the  hands  of  the  crown  on  the  14th  August, 
1 703,  is  the  title  of  this  state  built. 

Pennsylvania  claims  under  the  charter  granted  by 
Charles  the  second,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1681-2,  to 
William  Penn. 

Delaware  claims  under  two  grants  from  the  duke  of 
York  to  William  Penn,  on  the  24th  August,  1683. 

On  the  20th  June,  1632,  Charles  the  first  granted 
^o  lord  Baltimore  the  limits  which  Maryland  claims. 


1781:]  FOREIGN  AFFAniS.  169 

Viif  inia  claims  under  the  charter  granted  by  James 
first,  on  the  33d  of  May,  1609,  to  the  treasurer 
and  company,  the  resumption  of  the  country  into 
the  hands  of  the  king,  and  the  charter  of  Charles 
second  to  the  colony  of  Virginia,  on  the  10th  Octo- 
ber, 1676.  The  treaty  of  Paris  marks  its  western 
boundary* 

North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina  claim  jointly  in 
the  first  instance  under  the  charter  of  1662,  to  Claren- 
don and  others,  and  its  confirmation  in  1664,  wi^  an 
extension  of  limits*  The  British  statute  of  1739,  ena- 
bling the  king  to  pay  the  consideration  of  the  surren- 
der of  the  proprietors,  makes  a  material  point  in  their 
case.  The  separate  claims^f  these  two  states  depend 
upon  the  act  which  divided  them*  The  treaty  of  Pari' 
defines  the  western  boundary  of  each* 

The  first  grant  on  which  Georgia  relies,  is  that  made 
to  the'  trustees  on  the  8th  June,  1732,  and  limited  to 
ihe  west  by  the  treaty  of  Paris*  The  second  grant  is 
the  proclamation  of  1763* 

Were  the  lands  included  within  these  limits  merely 
such  as  were  granted  to  individuals  and  settled,  or 
granted  and  not  settled,  at  the  time  of  the  revolution, 
they  could  not  be  brought  into  controversy*  For  no 
question  can  arise  concerning  boundaries  until  the  re- 
cognition of  independence ;  and  this  event,  by  depos- 
ing the  king  of  Great  Britain  from  the  rank  of  lord  pa- 
ramount and  chief  magistrate  of  America,  destroys  the 
only  principles  by  which  lands  falling  within  the  two 
preceding  descriptions  could  return  into  his  power* 
Biit  the  views,  interests  and  conduct  of  his  Britannick 
majesty  forbid  us  to  expect  that  he  will  acknowledge 
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the  territory  remaioing  angrabted  at  the  era  of  inde* 
pendence  to  be,  tn  like  manner,  the  property  of  the 
IJnited  States,  or  of  the  particular  states  within  the 
limits  of  whieh  k  is  comprised. 

It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  us  to  show— 

First,  That  the  territorial  rights  of  the  thirteen  Unit* 
ted  States,  while  in  the  character  of  British  colonies, 
were  the  sakne  with  those  defined  in  the  instructions 
given  to  Mr.  J«  Adams  on  the  day  of  August, 

1779;  and, 

Secondly,  That  the  United  States,  considered  as  in- 
dependent sovereignties,  have  succeeded  to  those 
rights ;  or, 

Thirdly,  That  if  the  vacant  lands  cannot  be  de« 
manded  upon  the  preceding  grounds,  that  is,  upon  the 
titles  of  individual  states,  they  are  to  be  deemed  to  have 
been  the  property  of  his  Britannick  majesty  immediate- 
ly before  the  revolution,  and  to  be  now  devolvecf  upon 
the  United  States  collectively  taken. 

First,  So  fair  are  our  pretensions  rendered  by  the 
united  operation  of  the  grants,  charters,  royal  commis- 
sions and  Indian  cessions  enumerated  above,  that  we 
shall  content  ourselves  with  reviewing  the  objections 
which  will  most  probably  be  urged  against  them, 
without  entering  into  direct  proofs  of  our  titles. 

First  objection.  Even  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
charter  of  Massachusetts  is  valid,  so  as  to  cover  the 
vacant  lands,  still  it  does  not  follow,  that  St.  John's 
river  is  part  of  its  eastern  boundary.  For  that  river 
is  contended  to  be  in  Nova  Scotia  under  the  expres- 
sion in  the  new  charter  of  Massachusetts,  in  1691, 
which  conveys  the  country  between  the  province  of 
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Maine  and  Now  Scotia.  Tbe  soulbwest  boaiidarjr  of 
Nova  Scotia,  therefore,  will  regalate  this  claim.  But 
it  is  well  knowD  that  in  the  altercation  between  France 
and  Great  Britain  upon  this  very  subject,  in  1751,  Aca- 
dia, or  Nora  Scotia,  was  asserted  hj  the  latter  to  be 
bounded  by  Fentagoet  or  Penobscot  river. 

Answer.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  when  the  boun- 
daries of  tbe  United  States  were  declared  to  be  an  ul- 
timatom,  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  continue  the 
war  merely  to  obtain  territory  as  far  as  St.  John^ 
river;  but  that  the  dividitig  line  of  Massachusetts  and 
Nova  Scotia  was  to  be  consigned  to  future  setdement. 
It  must  be  confessed  also  that  this  country,  which  is  said 
in  the  new  charter  to  border  on  Nova  Scotia  and  the 
province  of  Maine,  on  opposite  sides,  and  which  goes 
under  the  name  of  Sagadahock,  cannot  be  proved  to 
extend  to  the  river  St.  John,  as  clearly  as  to  that  of 
St.  Croix.  But  there  is  some  reason,  notwithstanding, 
to  believe  that  Nova  Scotia  was  never  supposed  by  the 
British  King,  in  any  grant  to  his  subjects,  to  come  tp 
the  south  of  St.  Joho^s  river,  although  he  might  have 
exacted  from  France  a  relinquishment  of  the  lands  to 
the  river  Penobscot,  or  even  Kennebeck,  as  a  part  of 
Nova  Scotia. 

The  first  notice  taken  of  Nova  Scotia  by  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  was  in  a  grant  which  he  made  of  that 
country  to  sir  William  Alexander,  on  the  lOch  Septem- 
.  ber,  1631.  According  to  this  grant,  it  was  to  begin  at 
Cape  Sable,  to  extend  towards  St.  Mary's  bay,  to  cross 
the  great  bay  between  the  Etchemins  and  Sourigois  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  to  run  up  to  the 
source  of  that  river,  and  from  thence  by  a  strait  line 
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drawn  northwardly  to  tbe  great  rnrer  of  Canada.  On 
the  13th  Jaly,  1635,  a  patent  bsued  to  the  same  sir 
William  Alexander,  confirming  to  him  tbe  same* 

These  j^ants  coald  not  reach  to  the  west  of  St. 
Croix,  '^  because''  (say  tbe  English  commissaries  in 
their  memorial  of  the  11th  January,  1751,  s.  43,)  ^all 
^^  the  country  to  the  westward  of  tbe  river  Su  Croix 
'^had,  in  the  year  1630,  before  the  date  of  the 
*'  first  of  them,  been  granted  by  king  James  to  cer- 
^'  tain  of  his  subjects,  by  the  name  of  tbe  council  of 
'^  Plymouth,  of  which  grantees  sir  William  Alexander 
><  was  one,  and  who,  by  virtue  of  an  agreement  among 
^^  the  said  grantees,  possessed  the  country  lying  be* 
^^  tween  the  river  St.  Croix  and  Pemaquid,  a  little  to 
"  the  westward  of  Pentagoet." 

Popple's  map,  which  was  undertaken,  as  tbe  author 
relates,  with  the^  approbation  of  the  lords  commis* 
siouers  of  trade  and  plantations,  makes  St.  Croix  the 
western  boundary  of  Nova  Scotia.  Champlain  ex* 
presftly  bounds  Acadia  by  St.  Croix  to  tbe  westward. 
We  may  add,  as  being  further  corroborative  of  this 
western  limit  of  Nova  Scotia,  that  the  English  commis- 
saries themselves,  in  their  reply  of  the  4th  October, 
1751,  commend  the  map  in  the  fourth  volume  of  Pur- 
chases Pilgrim  as  tbe  first  ancient  map  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  England  deserving  notice ;  the  latter  of  which 
tbey  assert  to  be  bounded  northwardly,  as  is  delineat- 
ed in  the  map,  by  the  river  St.  Croix.  The  same 
commissaries  afterwards  remark,  that  it  is  clear  from 
hist&Vy  that  the  country  between  the  rivers  Sagadahock 
and  St.  Croix  had  been  settled  many  years  earlier  than 
the  date  of  the  new  charter  of  Massachusetts ;  and  that 
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Great  Britain  considered  it  at  a  part  of  her  AoMrtcan 
colonies*  It  could  not  have  been  included  within 
No?a  Scotia,  since  it  is  ezpreisly  contradistinguished 
from  it.  Sagadahock  too  is  granted  to  the  duke  of 
York  under  the  description  of  ^^  all  that  part  of  the  main 
^^  land  of  New  England  beginning  at  a  certain  place 
'^  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix  adjoining' 
'^  to  New  Scotland  in  America." 

Should  it  be  argued,  that  it  was  manifestly  the  opi- 
nion in  England  at  the  time  of  granting  the  new  charter 
that  the  lands  between  the  rivers  Sagadahock  and  St. 
Croix  were  not  included  within  the  limits  of  Massachu- 
setts, since  grants  of  them  were  not  valid  until  confirm- 
ed by  the  crown  ;— -an  answer  arises  from  twoconside* 
rations.  First,  this  charter  incorporates  these  lands  in- 
to the  province  of  Massachusetts  in  unequivocal  terms ; 
an^)  secondly,  one  at  least  of  the  counsellors  directed 
to  be  chosen  yearly  for  the  province  at  large,  was  to 
be  from  the  inhabitants  or  proprietors  of  lands  within 
this  territory.  The  board  of  trade  and  plantations  on 
the  39th  April,  1700,  declared  in  a  solemn  act,  that 
New  England  ought  of  right  to  extend  to  St.  Croix. 
See  the  act. 

It  does  not  appear  then,  that  Nova  Scotia  hath  evei^ 
been  carried  to  the  west  of  the  river  St.  Croix  in  any 
British  grant,  or  any  British  document  relative  to  New 
England.  We  own  that  in  the  memorials  of  the  court 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  French  court,  after  the  peace 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  relative  to  the  boundaries  of  Nova 
Scotia,  Penobscot  river  is  sometimes  asserted  to  be  one 
of  its  boundaries,  and  Kennebeck,  at  others.  But  noth- 
ing is  proved  from  thence,  but  a  desire  in  the  British 
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kkig  to  procure  an  absolute  release  from  France  of  aN 
her  pretensions,  however  distant.  For  a  general  dis* 
cussion  on  this  subject,  «ee  the  British  and  Freach 
memorials  on  the  occasion,  and  the  treaties  of  Sl 
Germain,  on  the  29th  of  Bfarch,  16S3,  of  Westminater, 
3d  November,  1655,  and  of  Breda,  31st  July,  1667. 

As  to- the  territory  of  Sagadabock,  which  is  synoni* 
mous  with  the  lands  between  the  province  of  Maine 
and  Nova  Scotia,  conveyed  by  the  new  charter,  we  can 
only  observe  upon  the  expression  already  ciled  from 
the  grant  thereof  to  the  duke  of  York,  that  the  ^'  place 
ealled  St.  Croix  adjoining  to  New  Scotland"  muat  meao 
the  territory  which  went  by  that  name.  Had  the  river 
only  been  designed,  it  alone  would  have  been  mention- 
ed. It  seems  to  have  been  the  praotice  of  those  limes 
to  denominate  a  country  from  a  river  which  bounded  it. 
The  river  Sagadahock  accordingly,  at  first,  gave  its  own 
appellation  to  the  whole  country  as  far  as  the  river  St. 
Croix,  and  afterwards  to  the  country  from  thence  to  St. 
Johns,  which  had  before  been  called  St.  Croix.  The 
piaetf  therefore,  called  St.  Croix,  adjoining  to  New 
Scotland,  was  most  likely  intended  to  describe  the 
lands  between  the  rivers  St.  Croix  and  St.  Johns. 
History  does  not  inform  us  that  any  particular  spot  of 
them  was  known  as  St.  Croix.  But  as  the  first  course 
•f  Ihe  grant  to  the  duke  of  York  plainly  runs  from 
Nova  Scotia  to  Massachusetts  along  the  seacoest,  it  is 
probable  that  it  was  to  begin  at  the  first  point  in  the 
country  of  St.  Croix  on  the  coast.  This  must  have 
been  on  St.  John's  river.  And  as  the  last  line  of  the 
grant  is  not  closed,  it  is  more  agreeable  to  the  usage  of 
those  days  to  adopt  a  natural  boundary.    For  this  pur* 
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pose,  St.  Jofao'i  river  was  obriouf  as  far  as  its  headi 
and  afterwards  a  line  to  the  great  river  of  Canada. 
See  grant  to  the  doke  of  York  for  Sagadahocfc,  19th 
March,*  1663-4.  , 

We  are  obliged  to  urge  probabilities,  because  in  the 
early  possession  of  a  rough  unreclaimed  country  accu- 
racy of  lines  cannot  be  much  attended  to.  But  wt 
wish  that  the  northeastern  boundary  of  Maseachusettt 
may  be  left  to  future  discussion,  when  other  evidences 
may  be  obtained  which  the  war  has  removed  from  us. 

Second  objection.  But  let  the  new  charter  of  Mas- 
sachusetts comprehend,  by  its  expressions,  the  country 
from  the  river  St.  Croix  to  that  of  St.  Johns,  and  the 
title  papers  of  the  other  states  cover  by  their  terms 
ever  so  much  land,  they  cannot  be  supposed,  at  this 
day,  to  justify  such  wide  limits  as  are  demanded  in  Mr. 
Adams's  instructions  of  Augostt  1 779. 

For  1.  The  charters  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
never  had  any  serious  western  limit,  since  the  South  • 
Sea  was  thought  to  be  nearer  the  Atlantick  than  it  real- 
ly is ;  and  if  its  true  position  had  been  known,  such  a 
grant  would  have  been  too  extravagant. 

2.  The  charters  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
South  Carolina,  were  granted  to  proprietors,  and  that 
of  Georgia  to  trustees,  and  were  afterwards  resumed 
iato  the  king's  hands.  It  is  therefore  incumbent  on 
those  states  to  show,  either  their  right  of  succession  to 
the  proprietors  and  trustees,  in  opposition  to  the  re<* 
sumption  of  the  crown,  or  an  obligation  on  the  crowp 
to  appropriate  to  them,  when  changed  into  royal  go* 


vernments,  die  same  boundaries  which  they  held  wbeir 
proprietarj  or  fidDctary. 

3.  The  treaties  with  the  Five  [Nations]  under  whicll 
New  England  claims,  transferred  to  that  col#n7  °^ 
title  to  their  lands. 

4*  The  proclamation  of  1763  abridged  all  the  colo- 
nies which  claimed  beyond  the  sources  of  the  riven 
falling  into  the  Atlantick  to  those  sources. 

5.  By  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  m  1768,  the  kii^ 
of  Great  Britain  bought  from  the  Six  Nations,  in  his 
own  name,  a  great  part  of  the  country  claimed  by  Vir- 
ginia to  th^  west  of  the  Alleghany  movotains ;  and  by 
several  other  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  purchases 
have  been  made  within  its  chartered  limits,  from  which 
it  may  be  inferred,  that  this  colony  was  before  desti- 
tute of  right  to  the  lands  so  purchased :  And, 

6.  The  statute  of  the  British  parliament,  commonly 
called  the  Qulsbec  act,  in  1774,  cuts  off  the  extensive 
claims  of  the  United  States. 

Answer  to  objection  second,  part  first.  It  cannot  be 
admitted  that  eve%,  a  miscomputation  of  the  distance 
between  the  Atlantick  and  Pacifick  oceans,  vitiates  the 
charters  which  extend  from  the  one  to  the  other.  In 
every  contest  among  the  European  powers  concerning 
the  soil  of  America,  the  validity  of  charters  hath  been 
conceded.  See  treaties  of  Germain,  Westminster,  and 
Breda,  and  the  memorials  of  the  commissaries  above 
referred  to« 

The  king  of  Great  Britain  will  not  fail  to  acknow- 
ledge  their  sacredness  while  he  calls  to  mind  the 
doctrine  of  the  British  laws,  by  which  the  charters  of 
corporations  are  protected.    Of  how  much  more  im- 


ponadce  is  a  chattel*  granted  to  the  suffering  explorers 
of  the  American  wilderness* 

It  is  also  remarkable,  that  daring  the  rage  for  the 
sacrifice  of  AtoeriCan  charters  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
lu  some  of  them  were  vacated  by  the  judgments  of 
a  court,  by  which  their  former  legal  existence  was  re- 
cognised;  and  that  the  arbitrary  administration  of  a 
Stuart  hiiAself  would  not  attempt  to  destroy  a  charter 
without  the  formality  of  legal  process.  An  American 
i:faarter  then,  being  thus  resp^cAble  in  its  nature,  equi- 
ty will  not  suffer  it  to  be  annulled  on  account  of  a  mis- 
conceptioli  of  its  contents,  when  the  grantees  could  not 
possibly  [have]  contributed  to  the  mistake  by  fraudu- 
lently withholding  information  upon  the  subject,  and 
when  the  king  hath  never  pretended  that  he  was  de- 
ceived, or  erred.  But  bad  the  interval  between  those 
seas  been  precisely  ascertained,  it  is  not  (Srobable  that 
the  king  of  England  would  have  divided' the  chartered 
boundaries  now  in  question  into  more  governments. 
For  perhaps  his  principal  object  at  that  time  was  to 
acquire  by  that  of  occupancy  whic|^  originated  in  this 
western  world,  to  wit,  by  charters,  a  title  of  the  lands 
comprehended  therein  against  foreign  powers*  The 
seacoast  too  was  not  in  his  opinion  more  than  sufficient 
for  the  territory  of  a  single  colony,  as  is  manifested  in 
the  charter  to  Virginia,  in  1609 ;  and  the  intcriour  parts, 
overspread  as  they  were  by  savages,  and  distant  as 
they  must  be.  from  that  relief  from  Europe,  without 
which  the  new  settlements  would  certainly  have  perish- 
ed, would  have  been  a  pitiful  instance  of  royal  bounty, 
and  no  temptation  to  emigrants ;  nor  is  this  merely 
conjectural.  Let  the  charter^  which  run  to  the  South 
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Sea  )>e  reviewed  in  chronological  ohler*  By  this  it 
will  be  found,  that  these  extensive  limits  did  not  creep 
in  through  inadvertence,  as  they  were  repeated  long 
after  the  errour  had  been  removed  as  to  the  distance 
of  that  sea. 

.  On  the  23d  of  May,  1609,  James  i.  granted  the 
charter  under  which  Virginia  claims. 

On  th^  3d  of  November,  1620,  the  charter  to  the 
council  at  Plymouth  was  granted. 

On  the  4ih  of  Marck,  1628-9,  the  charter  of  the  old 
colony  of  Massachusetts  was  dated. 

On  the  20lh  of  March,  1662,  the  first  charter  of 
Carolina  was  granted. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1662,  Connecticut  received 
its  charter. 

On  the  30ih  of  June,  1664,  the  second  charier  of 
Carolina  was  granted. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1691,  the  new  charter  of 
Massachusetts,  which  among  other  things  re-establish* . 
ed  the  old  colony,  was  granted. 

In  1 732,  Georgia  was  erected  into  a  separate  go- 
vernment. 

If  il.be  necessary  to  seek  other  illustrations,  an  ap- 
peaJ  may  be  made  to  the  act  of  the  British  pariiament 
in  1729,  (2  G.  2.  ch.  34.)  which  has  been  already  noted, 
and  recites  the  charter  of  Carolina  as  extending  to  the 
South  Sea.  Nay,  as  late  as  the  year  1740,  five  com- 
missioncrs  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  king, 
and  five  on  that  of  lord  Carteret,  to  as9ign  to  his  lord- 
ship his  one  eighth  of  Carolina,  which  he  had  refused 
to  surrender ;  and  the  South  Sea  was  fixed  the  western 
limit  of  the  territory  allotted  to  him.    We  cannot  for- 
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bear  to  add  a  general  cbncession  from  the  crown  in 
the  several  charters,  that  when  dbubts  should  arise,  (he 
construction  should  be  strict  against  himself,  aiid  libe- 
ral in  behalf  of  the  grantees. 

Answer  to  second  part  of  second  objection.  The 
facts  related  in  <this  branch  of  the  second  objection 
are  true;  but  we  shall  not  attempt  to  prove  that  the 
colonies  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  South  Caro- 
lina, were  lawful  successors  to  the  rights  of  the  pro- 
prietors. We  assume,  that  the  Idnds  described  by  the 
charters  of  those  colonies  were,  from  their  necessary 
operation,  subjected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  go- 
vernments of  those  colonies  respectively ;  and  (here- 
fore,  that  they  would  have  constantly  remained  so  sub- 
ject during  the  existence  of  the  proprietary  adminis- 
tration, even  if  the  proprietors  had  had  a  right  to 
throw  them  off  from  that  jurisdiction,  unless  some  act 
of  dismembennent  had  been  done.  But  we  protest 
against  such  a  right  of  dismemberment  being  lodged 
in  the  proprietors,  except  with,  the  assent  of  the 
people. 

The  charters  of  the  abovementioned  colonies  were 
contracts,  to  which  the  king,  the  proprietors  and  the' 
emigrants  and  their  posterity  were  parties.  The  con- 
sideration paid  by  the  king  for  the  product  of  mines 
and  of  future  commerce,  was  the  protection  of  the 
proprietors  and  emigrants.  The  proprietors  dis- 
bursed money  for  the  expenses  of  the  first  set- 
tlement and  were  the  owners  of  the  soil,  and  the 
managers  of  the  government.  The  emigrants  were 
the  actual  improvers  of  the  country,  promising  them- 
selves and  their  descendants  the  superintending  care 
of  their  sovereign,  a  mild  government  of  the  pro-- 
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prietors,  and  a  coolinuance  of  the  boua^a^rjep  4ieiyi«d 
in  their  char^rs.  We  say  a  opntinuanG^  of  the  bpiia- 
daries :  For  there  were  good  grp^odf  why  the  6nt 
planters  should  be  opposed  to  an  alteriLUoo  of  Ih^oo* 
daries  at  the  will  of  the  proprietors.  1^  A  power  to 
restrain  the  proprietors  from  lepaiating  them  into 
diflEerent  bodies,  and  obliging  theo^  to  defray  the  ehar- 
gef  of  government  in  many  feeble  baml^t^,  was  essen- 
tial to  their  welfieire,  if  not  to  their  safety,  end  was 
therefore  very  probably  in  their  contemplation* 
%  The  souihem  district  of  British  America  was  be- 
lieved to  be  fertile  in  the  precious  metaja.  The 
greater  therefore  the  extent  of  territory  was  whicb 
lays  within  a  government  there,  the  happier  was .  the 
prospect  of  obtaining  wealth.  3*  Had  (he  proprietors 
been  at  liberty  to  di3perse  the  inhabitants  into  distinct 
societies  by  cantoning  the  chartered  limits  into  any 
number  of  new  colonies,  the  opportunity  for  oppres- 
sion would  have  been  ruinous.  They  might  have  ex* 
acted  some  hard  service,  and  threatened  their  tenants 
with  a  division  of  their  country  on  failure  of  cooipli* 
ance ;  by  which  means  they  would  have  been  exposed 
to  the  severe  alternative  of  acquiescing  in  the  tyranny 
or  undergoing  the  ravages  of  Indian  warfare  from  the 
difficulties  inevitably  attendant  upon  concentrating 
the  force  of  various  communities.  4.  The  emigrants 
hoped  that  themselves  and  their  posterity  would  find 
a  facility  of  living  unknown  in  Europe,  and  freedom  in 
religion.  How  obviously  might  the  former,  connected 
as  it  is  with  agriculture  and  manufactures,  and  the  ktter, 
dependent  as  it  also  sometinaes  is  upon  the  association 
of  persons  of  a  similar  persuasion,  have  been  prevented 
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by  an  aiUtrary  and  oialicioas  contraction  of  limits. 
5.  These  ideas  are  sapported  by  the  charters  them* 
selves.  The  proprietors  and  settlers  of  South  Vir* 
ginia  had  received  a  charter  on  the  10th  April,  1^06, 
of  wliieh,  and  the  liberties  and  privileges  contaiaed 
therein,  that  of  23d  of  May,  1€09,  is  declared  to  be 
an  enlargement  and  explanation,  and  is  an  express  con- 
firmation.  S.  27.  These  two  charters  then  forming 
one  system  in  the  same  manner  with  two  laws,  one  of 
which  enlarges  and  explain^he  other,  it  is  correct  to 
argo^  from  both. 

The  first  charter  recites,  that  sir  Thomas  Gates  and 
his  fellow  adventurers  were  desirous  of  dividing  them* 
selves  into  two  several  colonies  and  companies.  §  2. 
In  section  %  the  king  commends  the  undertaking ;  in 
section  4,  gives  one  hundred  miles  square  to  the  first 
colony ;  and  the  like  quantity  in  s.  5,  to  the  second. 
This  cannot  be  said  to  favour  any  subdivision  of  char- 
tered territory.  S.  4  and  5.  Every  other  subject  was 
prohibited  firom  planting,  or  inhabiting  behind  either  of 
the  two  colonies.  This  prohibition  was  plainly  dictat- 
ed by  the  danger  apprehended  from  the  establishment 
of  distinct  governments.  In  no  part  of  this  charter  is 
provision  made  for  the  government  of  more  than  two 
colonies.  It  was  impossible  then  for  the  proprietors  to 
institute  difierent  governments.  A  new  and  separate 
colony  erected  by  their  authority  could  not  hiive  a  seal, 
establish  a  coin,  and  convey  the  franchises  of  British 
natives  to  persons  born  therein  of  British  subjects,  nor 
designate  grantees  of  land.  In  short,  the  charter  of  1606 
does  constantly  discountenance  divisions  of  the  territory 
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for  the  purpose  of  additional  provinces.  The  transitionf 
is  now  easy  to  the  charter  of  1 609.  It  Iras' granted  not 
to  the  adventurers,  that  is,  the  proprietors  only,  but  to 
the  planters  also  ;  not  from  undue  partiality,  but  from 
respect  to  their  great  charges,  and  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  in  the  discovery  and  plantation  of  the  country. 
Here  is  a  valuable  consideration  paid  by  the  planters, 
equal  in  dignity  to  the  merit  of  the  proprietors,  and 
entitling  them  to  demand  that  the  territory  be  not  rai*> 
paired.  Like  observations  to  those  on  the  charter  of 
1606  may  be  used  on  this  occasion.  Had  the  proprie- 
tors  carved  out  a  new  government,  it  could  have  ac* 
quired  its  rights,  as  such,  only  from  a  fresh  grant  from 
the  crown,  or  the  charter  of  1609.  If  the  crown  must 
have  been  resorted  to,  the  charter  could  not  have  au- 
thorized the  measure.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  charter 
enaljiled  the  treasurer  and  company  of  adventurers  and 
planters  of  the  city  of  London  for  the  first  colony  of 
Virginia  only,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded;  to  hold 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  charter;  to  distribute 
lands  under  a  common  seal ;  to  have  a  council  resident 
)■  England ;  to  search  for  mines;  to  encourage  emigra- 
tion from  British  dominions ;  to  be  free  from  certain 
subsidies  for  twenty  years  ;  to  seize  vessels  trafficking 
without  license  within  the  precincts  of  the  charter ;  and 
to  dispense  criminal  and  martial  law  :  nor  are  the  lib- 
erties of  natural  subjects  granted  to  any  person  born 
within  the  limits  of  the  charter,  but  as  those  limits  con- 
stitute the  first  colony  of  Virginia.  In  a  third  .charter 
passed  to  the  treasurer  and  company  of  Virginia,  on 
the  12th  March,  1711-12,  the  same  unity  is  preserved 
to  the  first  colony  throughout,  and  a  separation  is  not 
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alloded  to  in  the  most  distant  way.  Bat  it  is  an  argu- 
ment of  real  force  with  respect  to  Virginia,  that  the 
charters  of  1609  and  1611-13  were  granted  to  the 
treasurer  and  company  as  a  corporation,  and  that  it  is 
a  firm  principle  of  British  law,  that  a  corporation  cannot 
exclude  from  their  jurisdiction  lands  placed  ^  within  it 
.by  the  terms  of  its  constitution.  Analogous  to  the 
charters  of  Virginia  are  those  of  the  two  Carolinas,  or 
more  properly  of  Carolina,  respecting  the  indivisibility 
of  their  limits.  The  territory  described  therein,  and 
the  province  of  Carolina,  are  synonimous  in  many  in- 
stances. 

In  the  last  cUuse  but  two  in  the  second  charter,  the 
royal  word  is  pledged  to  the  proprietors,  '^  their  heirs 
^^  and  assigns,  and  to  the  tenants  and  inhabitants  of 
^^  the  said  province  or  territory,  both  present  and  to 
*<  come,  and  to  every  of  them,  that  the  said  province 
''or  territory  and  the  tenants  and  inhabitants  thereof, 
''shall  not  from  henceforth  be  held  or  reputed  any 
"  member  or  part  of  any  colony  whatsoever  in  Ameri- 
"  ca,  or  elsewhere,  now  transported  or  made,  or  here- 
"  after  to  be  transported  or  made ;  ,nor  shall  be  de« 
'Spending  on  or  subject  to  their  government  in  any 
"  thing,  but  be  absolutely  separated  and  divided  from 
"  the  same.''  Nay,  so  little  was  the  power  of  altering 
the  limits  conceived  to  be  inherent  in  the  proprietors, 
that  the  authority  to  divide  the  territory  into  counties 
was  delegated  to  them  in  positive  terms. 

It  must  however  be  confessed,  that  before  the  sur- 
render of  the  charter,  in  1729,  North  and  South  Caro<^ 
lina  had  each  a  governour,  council  and  assembly. 
But  this  separation  of  jurisdictions  was  not  the  crea« 
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lure  of  the  proprietors  alone,  bat  wm  efected  widi  the 
apprdbation  of  the  inhabitants,  some  of  whom  labour- 
ed  under  great  inconTenience  firom  hating  the  dm* 
tropolis  and  the  settled  coantry  around  it  distant  from 
them  three  hundred  miles  and  upwards.  See  Lawson'4 
history  of  Carolina,  p.  3d6, 

The  example  of  New  Jersey  cannot  be  cited  against 
the  right  of  the  people  to  demand  from  the  proprietors 
an  entirety  of  territory.  For  the  very  grant  upon 
which  they  rest  eipressly  warrants  an  equal  division 
between  lord  Berkeley  and  sir  George  Carteret.  See 
the  duke  of  York^s  grant.  The  argument  from  hence 
wotild  rather  be,  that  when  the  power  of  division  was 
intended  it  was  specially  mentioned. 

Jt  would  be  tedious  to  detail,  in  this  place,  the  many 
ftassages  in  the  charters  to  lord  Baltimore  and  Mr. 
Penn,  which  maintain  the  principle,  that  the  first  limits 
ought  to  be  permanent.  So  opposite  to  private  emolu- 
ment was  the  office  of  the  trustees  of  Georgia,  that  they 
enjoyed  no  right  which  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  the. 
people.  The  limits  granted  to  the  trustees  were  in 
fact  granted  to  them. 

What  change,  then,  was  wrought  by  the  conversion 
of  the  proprietary  governments  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina  and  South  Carolina,  and  the  fiduciary  one  of 
Georgia,  into  royal  ? 

Virginia.  It  is  needless  to  inquire  whether  the  char- 
ter of  1609  was  abolished  lawfully  or  not.  Because, 
^8  its  abolition  was  the  act  of  the  king,  he  cannot  con- 
tend that  it  was  produced  by  violence  or  injustice ; 
and  the  company  and  their  successors  have  yielded  to 
the  resumptien  from  1624  to  this  day,  without  bringing 
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h  to  a  foreosick  discussion,  or  endearouring  to  reverse 
it  by  a  petition  to  the  crown*  Either  of  these  rerne* 
dies  was  easy,  and  constitutional.  But  a  superiour  rea- 
son is,  that  a  dispute  between  the  king  and  company, 
two  of  the  three  parties  to  the  charter,  ought  not  to 
prejudice  the  people  of  Virginia,  who  were  the  third, 
who  stipulated  with  the  proprietors  for  the  territorial 
privileges  in  the  charter  with  the  privity,  assent  and 
guaranty  of  the  king,  who  could  not  profit  from  a 
rupture  between  him  and  the  proprietors,  and  ought  not 
therefore  to  be  injured. 

But  what  if  the  king  had  not  been  an  immediate  par* 
ty  ?  Sorely  his  succession  to  the  rights  of  the  com- 
pany brought  with  it  a  succession  to  their  engagements 
respecting  territory ;  unless  James  i.  as  king  of  Eng- 
land, was  authorized  to  violate,  in  spoliation  of  his 
own  subjects,  that  rule  of  natural  law  under  the  influ- 
ence of  which  his  Prussian  majesty  bound  himself) 
upon  obtaining  Silesia,  to  be  answerable  to  (he  British 
king  for  encumbrances  imposed  on  that  country  by  the 
empress  of  Hungary  in  his  favour. 

It  is  a  warrantable  corollary  from  the  inability  of  the 
proprietors  to  mutilate  the  limits  in  the  charter  of  1609, 
that  the  king  standing  in  their  place  was  alike  in* 
capable.  This  reasoning  is  not  impeached  by  the 
divisions  which  the  chartered  limits  of  Virginia  have  un- 
dergone. They  were  made  at  periods  when  the  peo- 
ple could  not  feel  an  interest  in  opposing  them  ;  when 
extreme  loyalty  was  the  highest  virtue ;  when  they 
were  weak.  The  quotation  of  their  submission  in  this 
instance,  as  an  evidence  of  their  consciousness  of  tho 
king's  right,  would  be  somewhat  unnatural ;  since  ft 
VOL.  III.  34 
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would  suppose,  that  other  men  in  the  same  cirewn* 
stances  would  probably  have  acted  otherwise. 

The  objections  sprin6:ing  from  the  proclamation  and 
Quebec  statute  will  be  discussed  hereafter. 

That  the  king  of  Engbnd  thought  himself  bound  to 
consider  the  colony  of  Virginia  as  possessing  the  limits 
of  the  charter  of  1609,  except  in  those  cases  in  which 
it  had  been  abridged  before  1669,  appears  from  the 
charter  of  10th  October,  1676.  There  the  colony  of 
Virginia  is  mentioned  in  general  terms  without  definite 
limits.  To  confine  it  to  the  country  then  settled, 
would  be  inconsistent  with  its  professed  design  of  en- 
couraging the  plantation,  and  wpuld  exclude  nine 
tenths  of  the  present  inhabitants.  Not  to  confine  it 
thereto,  would  demonstrate  that  Virginia  was  believed 
by  Charles  lu  to  comprehend  some  vacant  land,  and 
consequently  that  she  must  hold  all  the  vacant  land 
within  the  charter  of  1609;  since  a  single  foot  could 
not  be  demanded  through  any  other  channel.  Long 
ago  would  the  people  themselves  have  required  some 
determinate  limits,  had  they  not  imagined  that  the 
charter  of  1609  described  them.  So  far  too  has  the 
king  of  England  been  from  marking  out  the  boundaries 
of  Virginia  in  the  charter  of  1609,  or  in  any  instruc* 
tions  to  his  governours,  that  he  has  by  various  acts 
corroborated  our  principle,  that  after  the  extinction  of 
the  charter  they  remained  the  same  as  before.  For 
near  thirty  years  has  the  governour  of  Virginia,  acting 
under  his  authority  and  with  his  knowledge,  granted 
lands  on  the  west  side  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  In 
174S-9  sir  William  Gooch,  governour  of  Virginia,  was 
instructed  to  grant  to  the  Ohio  company  lanfis  far 
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westward  of  the  Alleghany  mountainsY  but  ttiU  as  the 
instruction  and  the  letter  enclosing  it  says,  ^'  On  the 
"  Ohio  within  hfs  majesty's  colony  of  Virginia."  In 
1758,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  assembly  of  Virginia 
for  the  encouragement  of  settlers  on  the  waters  of  the 
Mississippi.  To  this  act  the  royal  assent  .was  given. 
In  1754.  an  act  was  passed  by  the  same  legislature  for 
a  similar  purpose,  in  which  Virginia  is  declared  to  pos« 
sess  lands  on  and  near  the  waters  of  Mississippi.  A 
very  large  sum  of  money  has  been  levied  upon  the 
people  of  Virginia  for  the  defence  of  that  country.  All 
this  has  been  done  with  the  knowledge  and  consent 
of,  the  Briti«jh  king.     In  the  year  the  governour 

and  council  of  Virginia  granted  a  tract  of  land  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  bounding  upon 
both  rivers.  In  1754,  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  governour  of 
Virginia,  promised,  by  bis  proclamation,  a  bounty  of 
300,000  acres  of  land  on  the  western  waters  to  the 
oflScers  of  the  first  Virginia  regiment.  The  many  land 
warrants  issued  by  lord  Dunmore,  governour  of  Vir- 
ginia, were  directed  to  be  located  on  the  lands  lying 
on  the  western  waters.  In  1773,  courts  were  holden 
beyond  the  Alleghany  mountains  under  the  authority 
and  particular  direction  of  the  governour  of  Virginia. 
The  general  observations  applied  to  Virginia  are  ap» 
plicable  to  the  two  Carolinas. 

Of  Georgia  it  may  be  said,  that  the  proclamation  of 
1763  revived  its  chartered  limits  by  annexing  the  lands 
between  the  Alatamaha  and  St.  Mary's  river  to  tha( 
province ;  for  at  the  date  of  that  edict  a  considerable 
part  of  the  lands  northward  of  Alatamaha  was  vacant ; 


and  to  sappote  Uutt  by  Georgia  was  meant  that  terri- 
tory alone  which  had  been  granted  to  individaalsi 
would  annex  the  country  south  of  Alatamaha,  and 
shut  out  the  vacant  part  lying  on  the  north  side  of  that 
river. 

But  as  no  reasonable  solution  could  be  given  of  so 
whimsical  an  arrangement  of  territory,  we  may  con- 
elude,  that  the  vacant  land  on  the  north  of  Alatahama 
was  comprised  in  the  term  of  Georgia.  If  so,  since 
Georgia  could  claim  vacant  land  only  by  virtue  of  the 
deed  to  the  trustees,  and  that  deed  roust  have  convey- 
ed full  limits,  or  nothing,  it  follows,  that  its  territorial 
rights  were  restored,  if  they  were  affected  by  the  sur- 
render. But  it  has  been  already  seen  in  what  predi- 
cament the  trustees  stood.  They  were,  what  their 
title  imports,  mere  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
vince. Strangely  then  would  it  sound,  that  upon  the 
refusal  of  those  benevolent  men,  who  had  no  personal 
interest  in  the  trust,  to  persevere  in  fostering  this  in- 
fent  nation,  it  must  lose  every  thing,  or  in  other  words, 
hang  on  the  pleasure  of  the  king  for  a  restitution  of 
former  rights. 

Answer  to  third  part  of  second  objection.  New 
York  derives  its  claim  from  the  Five  Nations,  insisting, 
1st.  That  the  king  of  England  was  lord  of  their  soil. 
3d.  That  being  so,  he  transferred  bis  seignory  to  that 
then  province.  The  Five  Nations  (Iroquois,  or  Six  Na- 
tions) had  from  ancient  days  put  themselves  and  their 
lands  under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain.  The 
duke  (^e  Mirepoix,  in  his  memorial  of  the  14th  May, 
1755,  to  the  ministry  of  London,  denies  that  the  lands 
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of  the  Five  Nations  became  vested  in  his  Britannick 
majesty  by  the  deeds ;  but  the  answer  returned  by  that 
ministry  on  the  7th  June,  in  the  ;^8ame  year,  contends, 
that  the  15th  article  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  subjects 
the  Five  Nations  to  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain* 
That  such  subjection  according  to  the  genuine  inter- 
pretation of  treaties,  relates  to  the  country  as  well  as 
to  the  person ;  and  that  France  is  precluded  from  al- 
tercating these  points  with  Great  Britain,  because  she 
has  once  acknowledged  their  propriety.  It  will  not 
therefore  be  insisted,  that  the  territory  of  the  Five  Na- 
tions belongs  to  the  ancient  and  just  limits  of  Canada, 
as  the  foregoing  assertions  were  urged  to  confront  a 
pretension  of  France  to  this  effect ;  nor  will  it  be. 
denied,  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was,  with  respect 
to  his  subjects,  at  least  lord  of  the  soil  of  the  Iroquois, 
by  being  their  protector. 

New  York  maintains,  in  the  second  place,  that  its 
legblative  and  executive  proceedings  from 

to  proves  that  this  very  Ira* 

quois  territory  has  been  supported  by  its  blood  and 
treasure ;  that  this  circumstance  does  of  itself  create 
an  equitable  title,  which  has  ripened  into  an  indefeasi- 
ble one,  by  Great  Britain  having  always  treated  the 
country  of  the  Iroquois  and  their  tributaries  up  to  the 
forty-fifth  degree  of  northern  latitude  as  transferred 
from  itself  to  the  government  of  New  York.  See  do- 
cuments to  be  furnished  by  the  delegates  of  New 
York. 

Answer  to  fourth  part  of  second  objection.    The 
prohibition  announced  to  the  govemours  of  all  the 
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colonies,  except  those  or  Quebec,  East  Florida  and 
West  Florida,  to  grant  warrants  of  survey,  or  pass 
patents  ^^  for  the  present  and  until  bis  (the  British 
*<  king's)  farther  pleasure  should  be  known,''  for  any 
lands  beyond  the  heads  or  sources  of  the  rivers  which 
fall  into  the  Atlantick  ocean  from  the  west  and  north* 
west,  strongly  intimates  an  opinion,  that  there  were 
lands  beyond  the  heads  of  those  rivers  within  the  juris- 
diction of  those  governours.  Otherwise  the  prohi- 
bition would  have  been  unnecessary.  Again,  by  the 
injunction  **  not  to  grant  warrants  of  survey,  or  to 
^^  pass  patents  for  any  lands  whatever  which,  not  hav* 
*^  ing  been  ceded  to  or  purchased  by  the  British  king, 
"  were  reserved  to  the  Indians,  or  any  of  them,"  a 
restriction  of  territory  could  not  have  been  designed 
by  a  king,  who  granted  charters  to  hit  colonies,  know- 
ing that  they  would  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the 
Indians,  who  has  always  considered  a  cession  or  pur- 
chase from  them  as  a  milder  mean  of  anticipating 
their  hostility  rather  than  a  source  of  title,  who  since 
the  date  of  the  proclamation  has  granted;  through  the 
prohibited  governours  themselves,  large  quantities  of 
lands  beyond  the  beads  of  those  rivers,  and  whose 
own  geographer,  Emanl.  Bowen,  in  a  map  delineating 
the  British,  Spanish  and  French  dominions  in  America, 
according  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  and  this  very  procla- 
mation, has  carried  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia  as  far  as  the  Mississippi.  The 
single  object  of  these  parts  of  the  proclamation  was 
to  suspend  the  business  of  the  land  offices,  not  to  cur- 
tail limits ;  to  keep  the  Indians  in  peace,  not  to  annihi* 
late  the  territorial  rights  of  the  colonies* 
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But  it  may  be  charged  as  an  incoDsistency  to  set  a^ 
the  proclamation  as  increasing  the  limits  of  Georgia, 
when  it  thereby  plainly  mutilales  South  Carolina.    The 
fact  is,  that  before  and  after  the  cession  of  Florida^ 
South  Carolina  asserted  a  right  to  the  lands  between 
the  rivers  Alatamaha  and  St*  Mary's.     Georgia  con-' 
tradicted.     The  dispute  was  ended  by  this  proclama^ 
tion  of  the  crown,  and  the  title  of  Georgia  is  certainly 
confirmed.     Could  South  Carolina  do  more  than  re- 
present  their  grievance  ?  Having  done  this,  did  she  con^ 
fess  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  to  dismember  her^at 
will)  because  she  did  not  fly  to  arms  ?  Another  reason 
might  have  induced  South  Carolina  to  relinquish  its  op- 
position with  less  reluctance.     Peace  and  its  incidents 
being  the  province  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  British 
empire,  and  the  lands  between  Alatamaha  and  St.  Ma- 
ry's having  been  rendered  neutral  by   an  agreement 
with  Spain,  they  were  separated  from  South  Carolina^ 
Now  it  might  have  been  the  opinion  of  some,  that  this 
circumstance  weakened  the  original  title.     See  treaty 
of  Aiz-la-Chapelle.  Upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
to  manage  the  affairs  of  peace,  and  the  rights  of  France, 
depends  the  justice  of  limiting  the  American  colonies 
to  the  Mississippi,  by  the  treaty  of  Paris. 

Answer  to  the  fifth  part  of  the  second  objectioor 
Nor  can  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stan  wis,  in  1768,  militate 
against  Virginia.  For  the  purchase  then  ratified  did 
not  imply  a  want  of  right  in  the  king,  but  was  solely, 
as  was  observed  of  the  proclamation,  an  instrument  of 
peace.  Nor  yet  did  he  render  the  ceded  lands  exclU" 
sively  his  own ;  because  the  relation  between  him  and 
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Ae  American  rojal  colonies  required  his  name  in  all 
conventions  with  the  Indians  concerning  territory,  even 
when  the  benefit  redounded  to  them  alone ;  becaase 
the  franchise  of  pre-emption  bad  been  often  asserted 
by  some  of  them,  and  particularly  by  New  Jersey  in 
172—,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  approved  by  the 
royal  governour ;  and  because,  in  the  exercise  of  that 
franchise,  the  wealth  of  the  colony,  within  which  the 
purchased  lands  lay,  was  commonly  expended.  It  is 
true  that  Virginia,  in  1769,  asked  permission  to  pur- 
chase a  more  extensive  boundary :  but  the  causes 
were,  that  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  who  had 
the  absolute  guidance  of  the  Indian  councils,  could  be 
conciliated  only  through  the  medium  of  the  crown ; 
and  the  British  governour  would  have  withholden  his 
assent  to  any  vote,* levying  money  for  the  purpose  of 
such  a  purchase,  without  the  approbation  of  his  mas- 
ter. 

Answer  to  the  sixth  part  of  the  second  objection. 
The  Quebec  act  was  one  of  the  multiplied  causes  of 
our  opposition,  and  finally  of  the  revolution.  Even  if 
it  had  been  designed  to  abridge  the  boundaries  of  the 
colonies,  the  right  of  the  British  parliament  to  do  so 
tnust  be  denied  upon  the  grounds  already  shown.  Bttt 
the  provision,  that  nothing  therein  contained  relative 
to  the  province  of  Quebec  should  in  any  wise  affect 
the  boundaries  of  any  other  colony,  destroys  its  ope- 
ration with  regard  to  those  which  are  now  required  by 
us.  Thus  have  we  laid  open  the  grounds  of  our  claims 
to  the  boundaries  specified  in  the  instructions  to  Mr. 
J.  Adams. 
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Tbe  secood  point,  to  wit,  that  the  Uoited  States 
liave  succeeded  as  independent  sovereignties  to  the 
territorial  rights  of  the  colonies* 

The  slates  claiming  vacant  lands  before  the  revolu- 
tion Were,  1.  Connecticut,  a  goveron^at  belonging  to 
the  governonr  and  company*  2.  Pennsylvania,  a  go- 
vernment belonging  to  a  few  individuals.  3«  Massa- 
chusetts, possessing  an  express  charter  as  a  royal  got 
vernment;  and  4.  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  which  were  originally  proprie- 
tary governments,  and  afterwards  became  royal,  but 
received  no  special  charters  as  such. 

1«  Charles  ii.  relinquishes,  in  his  charter  to  Connec- 
ticut, all  title  to  the  lands  therein  described.  Grants 
did  not  issue  in  his  name,  nor  did  escheats  fall  to  him 
as  lord  paramount.  The  extinction  therefore  of  the 
British  jurisdiction  in  Connecticut  cannot  vest  in  the 
king  of  England  a  territorial  right  which  be  never 
enjoyed  before,  bat  must  strip  him  of  every  possible 
authority  in  that  state. 

2.  We  afirm,  without  repeating  the  proofs,  that  tbe 
4tate  of  Pennsylvania  retains  its  provincial  limits*  At 
tbe  revolution  one  fourth  of  tbe  ungranted  soil  was  tbe 
property  of  Mr.  J.  Penn,  and  three  fourths  of  W.  Penn. 
Since  that  era  tbe  whole  has  been  seized  into  the 
bands  of  tbe  state.  Mr.  J.  Penn,  being  a  citizen  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  would  grossly 
intrude  on  the  sovereignty  of  the  state,  were  he  to 
interest  himself  in  tbe  restitution  of  his  share.  Pru- 
dential and  equiuble  considerations  ought  ^always  to 
curb  licentious  invasions  of  private  right ;  but  in  the 
breast  of  the  legislature  xesides  tbe  application  of  tbe 
VOL.  III.  35 
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property  within  its  jurisdiction.  An  injured  citizen 
must  acquiesce  in  the  dispensations  of  the  sovereign 
authority,  or  seek  redress  from  remonstrances,  or  the 
last  expedient  of  oppressed  freemen.  Mr.  W.  Peon 
was  a  British  subject  at  the  revolution,  has  continued 
to  be  so  to  this  day,  and  is  therefore  an  alien.  His 
prince  may  advocate  his  interest  without  an  infringe- 
ment of  decorum,  and  will  probably  be  strenuous  in 
his  bebair.  He  will  plead  that  alienage  produced  by 
the  severance  of  an  empire  differs  from  both  [birth] 
under  a  foreign  allegiance.  It  will  not  be  denied,  that 
at  the  time  of  acquiring  his  landed  rights  he  was  not 
an  alien.  But  the  revolution  has  placed  him  in  an  op- 
posite predicament.  As  he  was  then  a  friend,  so  he 
is  now  an  enemy  ;  and  upon  the  restoration  of  peace, 
no  other  relation  will  subsist  between  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  and  him,  than  what  might  have  subsisted 
between  that  state  and  a  subject  of  Russia.  Since 
therefore  he  must  share  at  the  end  of  the  war  the  disa* 
bility  to  which  aliens  are  liable  upon  principles  of 
general  as  well  as  English  law,  as  to  the  holding  of 
immoveable  property ;  since  during  the  war  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  tolerate  remittances  of  its  profit,  spe- 
cifick  restitution  is  untenable  upon  any  ground.  Nor 
can  compensation  be  solicited,  although  it  should  be 
absurdly  thought  that  Pennsylvania  is  indebted  to 
Great  Britain  for  favours.  Has  not  England  set  us  an 
example  in  this  business  ?  While  she  possessed  terri- 
tory on  the  coast  of  France,  within  which  it  was  lawful 
for  French  subjects  to  acquire  and  hold  lands  upon  the 
tame  terms  with  the  English,  was  it  not  her  habit  to 
wrest  them  from  the  former  immediately  upon  a  decla-* 
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ration  of  war  against  tb^ir  printe  ?  Did  the  make  coEn- 
p^Dsations  ?  It  is  remarkable  too  that  the  concessions 
of  Mr.  Penn,  the  original  grantee  to  the  province,  allot 
tcLsettlers  nine  tenths  of  the  lands  within  the  limits  of 
the  charter*  Soon  should  we  behold  a  new  British 
colony  composed  of  the  choicest  tools  of  tyranny 
emerge  in  the  very  bosom  of  Pennsylvania,  were  Mr. 
W.  Penn  permitted  to  grant  the  vacant  country.  And 
shall  we  reward  him  because  we  unnerve  his  faculty 
of  doing  harm? 

3.  At  this  stage  of  our  inquiry  we  take  for  granted, 
that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  could  not  rightfully  alter 
the  limits  assigned  to  Massachusetts  in  its  new  charter. 
Perhaps,  however,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  Mas- 
sachusetts can  with  propriety  bottom  its  claims  as  an 
independent  sovereignty  upon  a  charter  granted  to  it 
as  a  dependent  colony.  The  charter  appropriated  to 
Massachusetts,  as  a  society,  certain  limits.  Let  the 
supreme  power  be  modified  as  it  may,  as  the  society 
remains  the  same,  so  do  its  rights.  The  argument  of 
the  objection  extended  one  step  farther  implies,  that 
the  royal  patents  for  land  granted  to  individuals  can 
convey  no  titte  at  this  day.  What  is  the  effect  of  this 
doctrine,  but  that  a  people  must  groan  under  every 
tyranny,  or  lose  every  privilege.  All  the  lands  in 
this  colony  were  holden  of  the  king  in  free  and  com- 
mon soccage,  the  well  known  tenure  in  Great  Britain  ; 
and  grants  to  individuals  ran  in  his  name.  In  other 
words,  he  was  lord  paramount.  In  tracing  the  conse^ 
quences  of  this  paramountship,  analogy  will  justify  us 
in  pursuing  as  the  prototype  the  paramountship  of 
Great  Britain.    The  king  is  lord  paramount  there,. 
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merely  because  he  h  king.  For  even  the  ancient  ba^ 
rone,  with  their  numerous  vassals  and  formidable 
force,  never  aSected  this  character*  Acc(mlingly,  if 
at  any  time  during  or  since  the  vigour  of  the  feudal 
system,  the  immediate  tenant  of  a  baron  had  aliened 
lands  to  an  alien,  they  were  forfeitable  to  the  king* 
The  same  was  and  is  the  doctrine  where  be  eommitted 
treason.  These  forfeitures  could  not  be  founded  on  a 
defect  of  heritable  blood  ;  because  it  would  commence 
in  the  life  of  the  alien  or  traitor,  and  because  such  a 
defect  would  restore  the  lands  to  the  immediate  lord 
of  whom  they  were  bolden.  But  the  forfeiture  hath 
always  devolved  on  the  king,  whose  office  it  was  as 
chief  magistrate  to  guard  against  the  residence  of  per* 
sons  disaffected,  as  aliens  generally  are,  and  as  traitors 
ever  are,  to  the  publick  good.  That  the  qualities  of 
king  and  lord  paramount  are  inseparable,  appears  from 
these  facts  t  1st.  A  king  of  Great  Britain  upon  his  ac« 
cession  to  the  tbroiie  receives  no  special  investiture  of 
power  as  lord  paramount,  but  exercises  it  as  a  deriva- 
tive from  that  of  chief  magistrate.  2d.  The  corona- 
tion oath  relates  to  the  functions  of  the  lord  para* 
mount;  but  the  sanction  from  religion  for  the  dee 
discharge  of  them  is  comprehended  in  that  for  the 
faithful  administration  of  the  government.  3d.  Upon 
the  abdication  of  James  second,  the  throne  was  declar- 
ed vacant ;  and  neither  his  successor  nor  the  people 
imagined  it  to  be  necessary  to  tear  the  paramountship 
from  him  by  express  words.  Hence  it  follows,  that  he 
who  ceases  to  be  a  king,  ceases  to  be  lord  paramomit. 
Again,  in  dealing  out  the  lands  of  the  kingdom,  the 
British  nation  have  conducted  themselves  with  respeel 
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to  tfi0  king,  as  ft  bare  tmsiM  for  puUick  benefit. 
IVUfin  Williaid  third  was  squandering  upon  his  n^ioioa 
the  doke  of  Portland  profuse  grants  of  land,  the  parlia- 
aseat  interposed,  and  put  a  stop  to  them*  Hence  it 
alto  fbtloars,  that  if  George  third  should  become  inca- 
pable of  being  their  trustee,  he  would  be  also  disqua- 
lified as  lord  paramount.  If  analogy  be  a  faithful 
guide  on  this  occasion,  the  inference  is  clear,  that  as 
George  third  was  obeyed  in  Massacbosetts  as  king  of 
liassaclnisetts,  not  as  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  has 
teased  to  be  its  chief  nagistrate,  and  in  the  nature  of 
tke  thing  cannot  be  its  trustee,  be  is  also  extinct  as 
lord  paramount*  For  the  justness  of  the  analogy  we 
appeal  to  that  clause  in  the  new  charter  of  Massachu- 
setts which  grants  to  iu  colonists  the  immunities  of 
British  subjects*  We  defy  those  who  shall  undertake 
to  show  that  the  charter  placed  the  rights  of  British 
American  subjects  with  regard  to  the  paramountship, 
upon  a  different  footing  from  those  of  their  fellow  sub- 
jets  of  Great  Britain ;  and  we  venture  to  pronounce 
the  parallelism  of  the  cases  from  the  identity  of  the 
tenure*  We  may  here  add  another  inference,  that  as 
the  paramountship  was  an  indissoluble  concomitant  of 
the  chief  magistracy,  an4  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
succeeds  to  those  powers  which  the  British  king  for- 
anerly  exercised  as  king  of  that  then  colony,  that  state 
does  also  succeed  to  the  paramountship. 

4th.  The  last  division  of  the  second  point  requires 
for  its  proof  nothing  more  than  a  recapitulation  of 
what  has  been  already  shown,  to  wit,  that  the  pro- 
prietors could  not  separate  the  colonies  of  Virginia, 
North  Cao^lina,  South  Carolina   and  Georgia ;  that 
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the  king  upon  the  resumption  of  their  chatters  sue* 
ceeded  to  the  obligations  of  the  proprietors,  not  otiljr 
from  the  nature  of  the  contract  with  the  people,  but 
from  .his  own  acts  and  those  of  his  govemours;  that- 
these  colonies  became  thereby  royal  governments 
standing  in  the  same  rank  with  Massachusetts ;  that 
consequently  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was  lord  para- 
mount of  these  colonies  by  being  the  chief  magistrate 
of  each  of  them ;  and  that  this  chief  magistracy,  having 
fallen  to  them,  carries  with  it  the  p^ramountship. 
Upon  the  whole,  a  decisive  objection  exists  against 
the  mutilation  of  the  charters  running  to  the  Missis- 
sippi according  to  the  treaty  of  Paris,  namely,  that  the 
principle  by  which  they  would  be  limited  to  the  dis* 
tance  of  a  mile  only  from  the  river,  would  justify 
mutilations  to  any  extent. 

The  third  point.  But  if  tbe  vacant  lands  cannot  he 
demanded  upon  the  titles  of  individual  states,  they  are 
to  be  deemed  to  have  been  the  property  of  his  Bri- 
tannick  majesty,  as  sovereign  of  the  thirteen  colonies 
immediately  before  the  revolution,  and  to  be  devolved 
upon  tbe  United  States  collectively  taken.  In  agitat- 
ing tbe  case  of  these  lands  under  this  head,  bis  Britan- 
nick  majesty  will  be  very  forward  in  asserting  that  be 
was  seized  of  them;  so  that  proof  will  be  superfluous. 
Tbe  character  in  which  he  was  so  seized  was  that  of 
king  of  the  thirteen  colonies  collectively  taken.  Be- 
ing strip  t  of  this  character,  its  rights  descended  to  the 
United  States  for  the- following  reasons:  1.  The 
United  States  arc  to  be  considered  in  many  respects 
as  one  undivided  independent  nation,  inheriting  those 
rights  which  the  king  of  Great  Britain  enjoyed  as  not 
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appertaining  to  any  one  particular  state,  while  be 
was  what  they  are  now,  the  soperinlending  goYernoor 
of  the  whole.  3.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  has  been 
dethroned  as  king  of  the  United  States,  by  the  joint 
efforts  of  the  whole.  3.  The  very  country  in  question 
bath  been  conquered  through  the  means  of  the  common 
labours  of  the  United  States. 

What  has  heretofore  been  observed  regards  only 
the  title  of  the  United  States.  There  are  other  con- 
siderations deserving  attention.  Should  Great  Britain 
retain  that  portion  of  the  United  States  which  borders 
on  tl^e  Mississippi,  the  neighbourhood  of  her  posses* 
sions  will  be  imminently  dangerous  to  our  peace. 
Should  she  at  the  same  time  retain  Canada  and  West 
Florida,  or  even  Canada  alone,  by  applying  herself  to 
the  settlement  of  that  country  and  pushing  on  her 
trade  therct  with  vigour,  a  new  nursery  for  her  marine 
will  speedily  be  established. 

•  FVom  a  full  conndence  that  the  western  territory 
now  contended  for  lay  within  the  United  States,  the 
British  posts  therein  have  been  reduced  by  our  citi- 
zens, and  American  government  is  now  exercised  with- 
in the  same ;  large  bounties  of  land  have  been  promis- 
ed to  the  army  ;  and  we  have  relied  on  it  as  an  impor- 
tant fund  for  discharging  the  debts  incurred  during  the 
war.  For  a  considerable  distance  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  and  particularly  on  the  Ohio,  Ameri- 
can citizens  are  actually  settled  at  this  day.  By  the 
surrender  therefore  of  the  western  territory  to  Great 
Britain,  a  large  number  of  fencible  men,  mqn  too  who 
have  not  been  behind  an^  of  their  fellow  citizens  in 


the  tiroggle  for  liberty,  would  be  thrown  back  wfUbim 
^r  power. 

(Here  follow  8om9  obserratioos  relattve  to  dM 
guaranty  of  Franco  by  the  treaty  of  aUianco,  and 
the  claims  that  may  be  set  up  by  Spaiu^  It  then 
goes  on  :)* 

There  are  other  objects  that  will  undoubtedly  occur 
in  the  course  of  negotiation. 

The  confiscation  of  the  property  of  those  who  pre* 
ferred  an  adherence  to  the  old  empire  rather  than  to 
follow  the  fortunes  of  the  new,  was  founded  on  those 
principles  which  have  been  discussed*    The  coofisca- 

^tion  of  the  property  of  those  who  have  committed  trea- 
son against  the  United  States,  and  are  since  becoma 
British  subjects,  has  a  foundation  in  the  institutes  of 
forfeiture  in  the  British  criminal  code.  Should  resti* 
tution  be  urged  in  either  of  these  cases,  in  defiance  of 
Ihd  support  which  the  measures  of  America  derive  from 
aimilar  practices  in  England,  it  will  be  proper  to  repre^ 
tent  the  impossibility  of  malting  specifick  restitution 
af  the  personal  property ;  the  various  transfers  wfaidi 
the  real  has  undergone  firom  individual  to  individnali 

^  the  great  value  of  which  the  citixens  of  these  states 
have,  contrary  to  the  laivs  of  war,  been  despoiled  by 
the  enemy;  the  still  greater  losses  which  they  have 
sustained  from  their  wanton  havock;  the  burdens 
which  the  war  will  leave  behind  it ;  and  the  share 
which  the  claimants  have  borne  in  this  spoliation  and 
havock,  and  by  the  former  of  which  they  have  enrich- 

.4Bd  themselves  far  beyond  their  losses. 

*  So  in  the  oi^al  pecor^. 


IfKM  PQUM«  AJnMflISc  «t 

Of  abMBtees  frMn  tktk  Qoiwlvy  ^lete  fltftttireaelm^ 
868*  1*  Those  who  left  it  belcM  Uie  dtclar^wi  ^ 
iadepe&deooe.  S.  Those  who  left  it  ftfier  haviog  ke- 
eome  citizens.  And  3.  Thoee  whd  were  expelM**^ 
It  mast  be  readily  seen  bow  dishonourable  and  trouble- 
some a  stipulation  for  their  return  would  be  to  the  go- 
Temments  frhicb  they  have  deserted ;  how  obaoxioas 
the  persona  answering  to  this  description  would  be  to 
the  people  at  large,  and  especially  such  a8  hay^  suffer* 
ed  from  th^ir  outrages  ;  and  how  much  the  more  this 
stipulation  is  to  be  dreaded,  as  none  but  those  who 
are  totally  devoid  of  both  honour  and  sensibility  would 
avail  themfelvfs  of  a  privilege,  which  would  expose 
them  to  the  indignation  and  resentments  which  they 
had  provoked.  Nor  is  it  unworthy  the  circumspection 
of  his  most  christian  majesty  to  feflect,  whetbf  r  tht 
restoration  of  those  persons  may  not  produce  an  une- 
qual competition  with  his  subjects  in  trade;  many 
among  them,  besides  the  advantage  which  they  possess 
from  the  knowledge  of  qur  language,  having  accurately 
informed  themselves  of  the  nature  of  our  commerce 
from  actqal  experience. 

AUGUST  20,  1782. 

The  report  being  qnder  debate  for  referring  the 
foregoing  facts  and  observations  to  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  to  be  by  him  digested,  completed  and 
transmitted  to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace— 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Williamson,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
VOL.  III.  26 


aBCRKT  JOURNAL. 


(Am^*99f 


report  to  make  way  for  a  motion  which  he  read  ia  his 
phce  by  way  of  argument. 

On  the  question  for  postponing,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Telfair — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Gilman, 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Osgood, 
Mr.  Jackson, 

Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Root, 


Mr.  Huntington,      Ay.  ^  At. 
Mr.  Dyer,  Ay. 


No.  >X 

Ay.S 
Ay.  >.X 

No. 


Mr.  Scott, 

Mr.  Clark,  No.  >  „^ 

Mr.  Witherspooo,  No.  5  "°' 

Mr.  Montgomery,  No.*} 
Mr.  Smith,  Ay.  (  „^ 

Mr.  Clymer,  No.  f^®* 

No.J 

No.  >X 

Ay.) 
Ay.  >  At. 
Ay.S 


Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Wharton, 

Mr.  Hanson, 
Mr.  Wright, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Blount, 


Ay.) 


Ay. 


^^Soadi  Carolifia, 
Georgia, 
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BIr#  Rudedge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Middieton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Few, 


408 


Ay 
Ay 

Ay, 
Ay 


•1 

r 

Ay.^ 
Ay.  >  At. 

Ay.) 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Montgomery,  that  the  report  be  committed ; 
and  on  the  qoestion  for  commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Bland — 


Mew  Hampshire,    Mr.  Oilman, 
Massachusetts,       Mr.  Jackson, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Huntington,     Ay.  S>  At. 

Mr.  Dyer,  Ay. 


No.  >^X 
Ay.  >X 

Ay.; 


Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Scott, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Witherspoon, 


1J:^'• 


Ay.) 

,   Ay.  5 


At. 


Mr.  Montgomery,   Ay.'^ 

Mr.  Smith,  Ay.  l  . 

Mr.  Clvroer,  Ay.  f  •*'* 

Mr.  Atlee,  Ay.J 

Mr.  Wharton,  Ay.  ^x 

Mr.  Hanson,  Ay.  )  a. 

Mr.  Wright,  Ay.  5  ^'* 


Virginiai 

North  Caroliofty 
South  Car«liot| 


Gttrgift, 
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Mr.lbdiiDiH 
Mr.  Blaod, 
Mr.  Leei 

BIr.  WiUianuoD, 
Mr.  Blount, 

Mr.  Rutleclgo^ 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Middleton, 
Mr.  Gervais, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
Mr.  Jonet, 
Mr.  Few, 


tfi^w, 


1?:1- 


So  it  wa«  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


SEPTEMBER  10,  1782. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lee, 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  obtain  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble authentick  returns  of  the  slaves  and  other  property 
which  have  been  carried  off  or  destroyed  in  the  course 
of  the  war1>y  the  enemy,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to 
the  ministers  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace^ 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Wright — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Oilman, 

Massachusl^ttt,        Mr.  Oscood, 
Mr.  Jackson, 


Rhode  Island, 


Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr.  Howell, 


No.  >x 

Ay.  5  ^^• 


Conttecikm, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
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Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

Nortb  Carolina, 
Sooth  Carolina, 


Mr.HwAtngiM,    Ay.>  . 
Mr*  Dyer,  Ay.  5  ^^• 

Mr.  Dnane,  Ay.  >  *^ 

Bfr.L'HoiiiiMdieQ,Ay.  5  ^^* 


Mr.  Clark,  No. 

Mr.  Condict,         No. 
Mh  Witbenpoon,  Ay. 


;! 


No. 


Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Ay.^ 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clvmer, 
Mr.  Atiee, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 
l6lr.  Wharton, 

Mr.  Hanson, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  WfaarUMH 

Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  J 


At. 


Georgia, 


No.) 
No. }  No. 
NO.S 


Mr.  Williamson,  Ay.  )  a 

Mr.  Blminl,  Ay*  5  ^^* 

Mr.  Rutledge,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Ramsay,  Ay. 

Mr.  Izard,  Ay.  >At. 

Mr.  €rer¥ais.  Ay.  i 

Mr.  Middleton,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Telfair.  Ay.^ 
Mr.  N.  W.  Jones,  Ay.  >  At. 

Mr.  Few,  -^yo 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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Resolved,  That  in  the  mean  time  the  secretary  for 
foreign  aAirs  inform  the  said  ministerSi  that  many 
thoasands  of  slaves,  and  other  property  to  a  very  great 
amount,  have  been  carried  off  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my ;  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  the  great 
loss  of  property  which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
have  sustained  by  the  enemy  will  be  considered  by  the 
several  states  as  an  insuperable  bar  to  their  making 
restitution  or  indemnification  to  the  former  owners  of 
property,  which  has  been  or  may  be  forfeited  to  or 
confiscated  by  any  of  the  states. 

SEPTEMBER  14,  1783. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr*  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bland, 

T|^t  the  several  ministers  of  the  United  States  in 
Europe,  be  instructed  to  conform  strictly  to  the  resolu* 
tions  of  Congress  of  27th  November  and  ad  December, 
1781,  by  which  the  care  and  management  of  all  mo- 
neys  which  have  been  or  may  be  obtained  in  Europe, 
by  loans  or  otherwise,  have  been  committed  to  the  su« 
perintendent  of  finance,  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  ac- 
cording to  appropriations  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Lee— - 

New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Gilman,  No.  ^x 

Massachusetts,        Mr.  Osgood,  Ay.  ^x 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Cornell,  No.  >  rk.« 

Mr.  Howell,  Ay.}^"^"^"' 


1781] 
Connecticut, 

New  fork, 

New  Jersey, 
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bi,.h™**.,s  5j:|d.v..». 


I-U. 


Mr.  Duane,  Ay. ) 

Mr.L'Hoinmedieu,Ay. ) 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Boudmot,        No.  ■ 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay.  J 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Montgomery,  No.*" 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clymer, 
Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Hanson, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Williamson,     No. 
Mr.  Blount,  No. 

Mr.  Rutledge,  No. 

Mr.*  Ramsay'^  Ay. 

Mr.  Izard,  Ay. 

Mr.  Gervais,  Ay. 

Mr*  Middteton,  Ay. 

Mr.  Jones,  Ay. 

Mr.  Few,  Ay. 


Av. 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Ar. 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr* 
Duane, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  publick  ministers  of  the 
United  States  in  Europe  be  informed,  that  the  care 


and  manag^meU  of  aH  qom jt  which  have  biM  ov  Mjr 
be  obtained  in  Europe  by  loana  or  otherwise,  having 
been  comoiitte^  to  the  superinteiident  of  finance  ta  bt 
disposed  of  by  him  according  lo  appropriations  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  it  is  the  in^tniQ- 
tion  of  Congress,  that  they  conform  in  the  strictest 
manner  for  this  arrangement. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dnane,  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery and  Mr.  Madison,  to  whom  was  referred  a  let- 
ter of  the  9th  from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  having 
reported  that  it  be  resolved,  That  the  sum  of  five 
millions  of  dollars  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  of  these 
United  States  for  the  service  of  the  year  1 783,  on  sich 
terms  as  the  same  can  be  obtained  : 

And  the  same  beiog  postponed*^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Williamson, 

That  a  svm  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars, 
including  the  money  which  Mr.  Adams  may  obtain  by 
the  loan  now  negotiating  in  Holland,  be  borrowed  in 
Europe,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  and  applied 
towards  defraying  the  expenses  which  shall  be  incw-* 
red,  and  of  those  which  during  the  present  year  have 
been  incurred,  for  carrying  on  the  war. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Madison,  to  strike  out  the  word  *^  including,"  and 
insert "  exclusive  of." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duane — 

New  Hampshire,        Mr.  Oilman,       No.  ^x 


1181]  ' 

IfassaclmaeUSy 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticat, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
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Mr*  Osgood, 
Mr»  Jackson, 

Mr.  Cornell, 
Mr*  Howell, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L'Hommedieu 


soe 


S::iNo. 


Ay.  J 

.Ay.  5 


At. 


Mr.  Clark,  No.' 

Mr.  Boudinot,  Ar.  v  »- 

Mr.  Condict,  No.  ^^°' 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  No.^ 


Pennsylvania,        Mr.  Montgomery,    Ay. 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Vii^nia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

TOL.  iir. 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Hanson, 
Mr.  Carroll, 


h' 


Ay 

Ay 


Ay.  ^At. 
Ay.  J 


At. 


Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Ay.l 

No.>At. 

Ay.i 

Mr.  Williamson,     Ay.  7  . 
Mr.  Blount,  Ay.  5  ^^• 


Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Gervais, 
Mr.  Middlelon, 

27 
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Georgia,  Mr.  Jonei,  Ay,  >  d,^,^„^ 

Mr.  Few,  No.  J 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Daane,  to  strike  out  "five,"  and  insert 
"  four,"  aqd  instead  of  "  including,"  to  read  **  exclu- 
"sive  of." 

Question  put, 

Passed  hi  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  of 
dollars,  exclusive  of  the  money  which  Mr.  Adams  may 
obtain  by  the  loan  now  negotiating  in  Holland,  be  bor- 
rowed in  Europe,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America,  and  applied  towards  defraying  the  expenses 
which  shall  be  incurred,  and  of  those  which  during 
the  present  year  have  been  incurred  for  carrying  on 
the  war. 

Resdived,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  and 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs  take  order  for  carrying  the 
above  resofution  into  effect,  transmitting  the  same 
without  delay  to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  Slates  fit  the  court  of  Versailles  and  at  the 
Hague. 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  Slates  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be  and  he  is 
hereby  instroctcd,  to  communicate  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution to  bis  most  christian  majesty,  and  to  assure  his 
majesty  of  the  high  sense  which  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  entertain  of  his  friendship  and 


.1 
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gcMUMS  exertioM ;  their  reliance  on  a  continoaoice  of 
them ;  and  the  necesiity  of  applying  to  his  majesty  oa 
the  present  occasion.  And  the  said  minister  is  Tarther 
insCracted,  to  co-operate  with  the  snperintendent.of 
finance  and  secretary  fm*  foreign  affairs  in  the  most 
effectual  means  for  giving  success  to  the  said  loan. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr» 
Jackson,  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Rutledge,  to  wjiom 
were  referred  a  letter  of  the  5th  Jaly,  from  the  ho- 
nourable J.  Adamsi  and  a  letter  of  llth  July,  1782,^ 
from  Wilhelm  Jan  Willink  and  Nfcbs.  and  Jacob  Van 
Staphort,  and  de  la  Lande  and  Fynje,  together  with 
five  several  contracts  or  engagements  entered  into  by 
the  honourable  J.  Adams  in  behalf  of  the  United  States 
of  AoMrica-- 

Resolved,  That  the  following  ratification  be  endors- 
ed on  the  contracts,  and  the  five  translations  of  them 
inta  the  English  language,  and  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress ;  and  that  the  secretary  for  foreign 
aflbirs  transmit  the  said  five  contracts,  with  their  trans- 
lations so  endorsed  and  signed,  by  the  several  safe 
conve3rances  that  shall  first  offer  for  Holland  or  France.^ 

The  endorsement  to  be  as  follows : 

Be  it  remembered.  That  the  five  several  contracts  or 
engagements  entered  into  by  the  honourable  John. 
Adams,  esquire,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  their  high  mightinesses  the  lord» 
the  states  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  in  behalf 
of  the  said  United  States,  bearing  date  the  eleventb 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
eighty- two,  and  purporting  to  be  securities  each  of  them 
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for  the  pajment  of  a  miliion  of  guilders  Dotch  cur- 
rent mouey,  by  the  United  States,  to  certain  money- 
lenders under  the  negotiation  of  Messrs.  Wilhelm  and 
Jan  Willink,  Nicolaas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorstand 
de  la  Lande  and  Fynje,  merchants  in  Amsterdam,  were 
read  in  Congress,  approved  and  ratified ;  and  the  same 
are  hereby  ratified  and  declared  obligatory  on  the  said 
United  States.  Done  in  the  state  house  at  Phila- 
delphia, by  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  the  fourteenth  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  «even  hundred  and 
eighty-two,  and  in  the  seventh  year  of  our  sovereignty 
and  independence.    John  Hanson,  President. 

On  a  report  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th  April,  1783, 
from  the  honourable  J.  Adams-— 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  19th  April,  1782, 
from  the  honourable  J.  Adams  to  the  secretary  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  containing  extracts  from  the  registers  of 
their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the  Unit- 
ed Provinces,  expressive  of  their  resolution  to  receive 
and  acknowledge  the  said  Mr.  Adams  in  quality  of 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, be  published,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
states  of  each  respective  province  relative  to  the  same 
object. 

ResoUed,  That  an  account  of  this  event  be  given  by 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  executive  of  each 
respective  state,  requesting  them  severally  to  caqse  the 
same  to  be  made  publick. 
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SEPTEMBER  17,  1785.    [1782.] 

On  the  report  of  a  committe^y  consisting  of  Mr. 
Rutledge,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Madison,  to  whom  were 
referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Ratledge,  and  a  letter  of  the 
30th  of  May  from  the  honourable  H.  Laurens,  wherein 
he  informs,  that  on  the  10th  of  that  month  he  received 
from  Dr.  FrankUn  a  formal  notification  of  his  appoint- 
ment in  the  commission  for  treating  with  Great  Britain, 
and  also  a  copy  of  said  commission  ;  that  he  left  Lon- 
don on  the  11th,  and  arrived  at  Ostend  on  the  15th, 
from  whence  he  informed  Dr.  Franklin  that  he  declin- 
ed the  honour  of  that  office — 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens  be 
informed,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  30th  of  May, 
1782,  that  the  reasons  which  induced  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  to  appoint  him  to  be  one  of 
their  ministers  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace 
still  existing,  his  services  in  the  execution  of  that  trust 
cannot  be  dispensed  with. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Izard— 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Oilman,  Ay.  ^x 

Massachusetts,       Mr.  Osgood,  Ay.  )^ 

Mr.' Jackson,  Ay.  5^^* 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Cornell,  Ay.  >  .  ^ 

Mr.  Howell,  Ay.  5  ^^• 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,      Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Dyer,  Ay.  5^^-^ 


fU 
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New  York, 
New  Jersey, 


Mr.  Duane,  Ay,  )  . 

Mr.  L^Hommedieu,  Ay.  5  ^^* 


Mr.  Boudinot,  Ay»  ] 

Mr.  Coodict,  No.j 

Mr.  Wkherspooii)  Ay. ! 


Pennsylvania,         Mr.  Montgomery,    Ay. 


Mr.  Soiitb, 
Mr.  Clymer, 
'Mr.  Ailee, 


Ay. 

Ay. 
No. 


At. 


►Ay. 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  H'Kean,  Aj.  ^X 


Mr.  Hanson, 
Mr.  Carrol), 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Gervais, 
Mr.  Middleton, 


5J;|d.tu,.i,. 


Ay. 

Ay. 

Ay. 


At. 


Ay.  >.>c 

Ay.^ 

Ay. 

Ay.  >At. 

Ay.  ( 

Ay.J 


Georgia, 


Mr.  N.W.  Jones,    Ay.  ) 
Mr.  Few,  Ay. ) 


Ar. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  John  Adams,  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  John  Jay  and  Henry  Laurens,  be  re- 
spectively informed,  that  it  is  the  pleasure  and  express 
direction  of  Congress,  that  they  punctually  attend  and 
assist  in  the  negotiations  for  peace ;  and  cfaat  each  of 
them  be  iastructed,  upon  receiving  information  of  the 
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iime  Md  ptooe  appoiilted  for  ^^ning  the  Btgotialions, 
immediately  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  reftC  di«t 
may  be  in  Europe,  ia  order  that  each  may  have  a 
seasonable  opportunity  to  take  part  in  the  trust  repos- 
ed by  the  said  commisMii,  aad  earnestly  eqjoined  by 
this  act. 


SEPTEMBER  19,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Izard  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
letter  of  the  35th  and  29th  of  June,  1782,  from  Dr. 
Frankh'n,  and  of  the  25lh  of  June,  from  Mr.  Jay, 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  and  instructions  issue 
to  for  negotiating  a  treaty 

of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  king  of  Sweden. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  commission  and  instructions  and  a  draft  of  a 
treaty,  agreeable  to  the  above  resolution. 

The  committee — Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Izard  and  Mr. 
Duane. 

SEPTEMBER  20,  1782. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by 
Mr.  J.  Jones, 

That  the  resolution  of  the  17th  day  of  September, 
1782,  informing  Mr.  Laurens  that  his  services  as  a 
minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  peace  cannot 
be  dispensed  with  by  Congress,  and  so  much  of  the 
other  resolution  of  the  same  date  as  relates  to  Mr. 
Laurens,  be^  not  transmitted  till  the  further  order  of 
Congress. 


tl6 
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tS6pt.itH 


Od  the  qaesiion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Wright- 
New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Gilman, 
Massachusetts, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Osgood, 
Mr.  Jackson, 

Mr.  HoweU, 

Mr«  Huntington, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L'Honamedieu 

Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Condict, 


Mr.  Montgomery,    No•'^ 
Mr.  Smith,  Ay.  I  a 

Ay.  f 
Ay.j 

No.  >No. 


Mr.  CIvmer, 
Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Hanson, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Wright, 

Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Ar. 


Ay."! 

nJ:  ^Divided. 

No.j 


Mr.  Williamson,     No*  ^x 


Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Gervais, 
Mr.  Middleton, 


No.^ 

No. 

No.  >No. 

No.  I 

No^j 


Georgia,  Mr«Joiie«,  ^^^No. 

So  the  quesUon  was  lost* 

SEPTEMBER  23,  1782. 

The  chevalier  de  la  Lazerne,  minister  plenlpoten* 
tiary  of  France,  informed  Congress  io  a  note,  that  he 
has  received  orders  to  communicate  to  them  a  detail 
ofcircamstances  relative  to  the  negotiations  for  peace, 
and  is  desirous  that  Congress  would  he  pleased  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  receive  the  communications ; 
and  that  he  would  at  the  same  time  inform  Congress  of 
sundry  matters  interesting  to  the  common  cause,  and 
relating  to  the  present  state  of  aflairs  in  Europe  : 
Whereupon, 

Reselved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  minbter  of  France,  and  i^eport  the 
communtcatione  he  shall  make  to  them* 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr* 
Duane,  Mr*  Montgomery  and  Mr.  Carroll,  to  who^ 
was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th,  from  the  superinten<- 
dent  of  finance,  Coqgreas  agreed  to  tfae  following 

ADDITIONAS.  INSTRVCTIOITS  TO  THOMAS  l|ARCLAT,  ^B* 
QUIRB,  C0N3PL  GBNURAL  QF  THE  UNITlD  STATES 
or    AMBRICA    IN   rRANCE. 

Whereas  by  several  acts  of  the  United  States  in 

Congress  assembled,  all  moneys  which  have  beeti  or 

duty  be  obtained  in  Europe,  by  subsidy,  |oan,  or  others 

wise,  ar^  placed  under  the  direction  and  manag ement 

rQ^»  III*  99 
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of  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  essential  that  the  strictest  regard 
should  be  paid  to  the  said  arrangement: — You  are 
therefore  hereby  instructed,  to  desist  from  making  any 
drafts  of  publick  money,  or  any  purchase  of  clothing  or 
effects  for  the' use  of  the  United  States,  without  the 
special  direction  of  Congress,  or  the  superintendent  of 
finance.  In  other  respects  you  are  to  conform  to  the 
instructions  of  10th  July,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lee, 
.  Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be  informed, 
that  bis  letters  to  the  superintendent  of  finance  and 
secretary  for  foreign  afiairs,  bearing  date  respectively 
the  25th  day  of  June  last,  have  been  laid  before  Con- 
gress ;  and  that  notwithstanding  the  information  con- 
tained in  those  letters,  it  is  the  direction  of  Congress, 
that  he  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  ^fiect  the  loan, 
which  by  the  resolve  of  the  14th  instant^  is  ordered  to 
^^  negotiated. 

S&PTEMBER  24,  1782. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Car- 
roily  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Mr.  Izard  and  Mr.  Bland,  appointed 
to  hold  a  conference  with  the  honourable  chevalier  de 
la  Luzerne,  minister  of  France,  in  pursuance  of  his  note 
to  Cobgress  of  the  23d,  report— 
"  That  yesterday  yourcomroittei^  held  a  conference 
>with  the  minister  of  France,  agreeably  to  the  said  ap- 
pointment; the  substance  of  which .  consisted  in  the 
communication  of  advices  lately  received  by  the  said 
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ninister  of  France,  from  his  excelleocy  the  count  de 
Vergennes,  as  follows : 

The  BHnister  informed  the  commiUee  he  had  re- 
ceived several  despatches  from  his  court,  of  which  he 
thought  it  bis  duty  to  communicate  an  extract  to  Con- 
gress. 

The  first  was  dated  9th  April  last.  It  expressed 
the  opinion  of  the  count  de  Vergennes,  that  the  court 
of  St.  James  had  formed  a  design  to  make  a  separate 
peace  with  one  or  more  of  the  powers  at  war  with  it. 
That  France  was  perfectly  easy  with  respect  to  the 
disposition  of  Congress  ;  and  that  the  uniformity  and 
steadfastness  of  their  conduct  did  not  leave  the  least 
doubt  with  regard  to  the  part  they  would  take  in  this 
circumstance.  That  the  steps  the  king  had  taken  on  a 
similar  occasion,  and  the  disappointment  of  several 
British  emissaries,  was  already  known  to  Congress. 
That  they  had  met  with  the  same  reception  at  Ma- 
drid ;  and  there  was  the  greatest  probability  that  their 
intrigues  would  not  be  more  successful  at  the  Hague. 
The  minister  of  France  observed,  that  the  glory  and 
honour  of  the  present  confederacy,  of  which  his 
majesty  was  the  centre,  would  be  their  having  been 
inaccessible  to  artifice;  and  this  extraordinary  in- 
stance would  be  crowned  with  success  if  the  four  pow- 
ers persisted  invariably  in  a  firm  attachment  to  their 
union,  and  if,  on  the  one  band,  making  the  greatest  ex- 
ertions to  procure  the  completest  satisfaction,  they, 
on  the  other  hand,  confined  themselves  within  such 
bounds  of  moderation  as  would  give  no  umbrage  to  any 
one  of  the  powers  at  war  with  Great  Britain.  That  the 
king  bad  in  different  circumstances  taken  the  proper 
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measures  to  deprive  the  entmj  of  all  hopes  which 
they  might  have  formed  of  introducing  dissentioDS  be* 
tweeo  his  majesty  and  his  allies.  That  it  was  to  be 
wished  that  the  court  of  London  was  fully  convinced 
of  the  imposBibility  of  treating  separately  with  Ameri« 
ca.  That  this  had  always  been  the  chimerical  and 
fiivourite  idea  of  England ;  and  that  so  long  as  it  sub- 
sisted there  would  perhaps  be  no  possibility  of  treating 
seriously  about  the  conditions  of  a  peace.  That  their 
negotiations  would  only  be  an  artifice  to  scatter  di« 
visions  among  the  allies,  and  retard  their  exertions  for 
continuing  the  war.  That  the  shortest  way  to  put  a 
stop  to  their  intrigues  would  be  to  let  it  be  known  pub- 
tickly  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  that  the  United 
States  neither  can  nor  will  make  any  peace  without 
the  concurrence  of  their  ally ;  and  that  if  England  has 
any  overtures  for  peace  to  make  to  them,  the  Ameri- 
ean  plenipotentiaries  are  sufficiently  empowered  to 
receive  them,  and  to  negotiate  a  peace  if  those  over* 
tures  are  admissible*  That  this  peremptory  language 
would  free  Congress  from  all  the  embarrassments 
which  the  English  ministers  could  throw  in  the  way ) 
that  it  would  bring  them  to  a  sincere  disposition  to 
make  peace ;  put  an  end  for  ever  to  their  machinations 
with  the  mediating  powers ;  deprive  them  of  the 
means  of  feeding  the  parliament  and  people  of  Eng* 
land  with  the  hopes  of  a  separate  peace ;  and  finally 
lave  the  Americans  from  all  the  difficulties  which 
would  infallibly  take  place  if  England  were  allowed  to 
negotiate  in  America.  It  would  convince  England 
that  the  United  States  are  not  less  attached  to  their 
engagements  with  their  ally  than  senisible  of  the  ft* 
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tpteC  doe  to  tbe  courts  of  Vienna  and  Petersburg, 
whose  mediation  Congress  bav^  accepted.  The  minis- 
ter, added,  that  though  the  situation  of  tbe  belligerent 
powers,  the  distance  of  America,  and  the  slowness  and 
difficulty  of  communication  made  it  advantageous  that 
the  seat  of  negotiation  should  be  in  Europe,  and  that 
the  enemy  should  be  informed  of  this  resolution,  ye| 
Congress  had  the  fullest  liberty  to  follow  the  system 
which  France  had  pointed  out  in  her  answer  to  the 
mediating  powers,  in  Consequence  of  which  the  Ame- 
rican ministers  might  negotiate  immediately  and  di* 
rectly  conformably  to  the  instructions  they  had  receired 
from  Congress ;  but  the  negotiations  of  France  and 
America  would  be  carried  on  in  an  equal  progress 
sion,  a  contbual  and  reciprocal  communication  would 
be  giFen^  and  the  two  treaties  signed  at  the  same 
time,  and  one  be  ineffectual  without  tbe  other* 

The  count  de  Vergennes  in  the  same  despatch,  gave 
information  of  tbe  Dutch  having  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence  of  America,  of  which  Congress  are  already 
informed. 

The  letters  of  3d  May  and  38th  June,  urged  the 
same  point  of  referring  tbe  British  negotiators  in 
America  to  the  American  plenipotentiaries  in  Europe, 
with  this  addition  in  tbe  letter  of  3d  May,  that  it  was 
now  evidently  the  object  of  Great  Britain  to  lessen 
their  exertions  on  this  continent  as  much  as  in  their 
power,  and  to  adopt  a  defensive  mode  of  carrying  on 
the  war;  that  being  unable  to  support  a  douUe  war 
by  land  and  by  sea,  she  proposed  to  suspend  the  one 
in  order  to  carry  on  tbe  other  more  effectually ;  and  in 
case  of  success,  to  return  against  the  United  States 
with  redoubled  efforts. 
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The  miDister  mentioned  the  attempts  that  had  been 
alternatelj  made  at  the  court  of  Vertailles,  and  with 
the  American  plenipotentiaries,  for  a  separate  pieace, 
and  said,  that  doctor  Franklin  had  communicated  bis 
and  Mr.  Adamses  answers  to  the  British  emissaries  \ 
that  the  king  thought  them  firm  and  consistent  with  the 
principles  of  the  alliance,  and  wished  that  Congress 
might  be  informed  of  the  satisfaction  they  afforded  him. 
That  to  remove  for  ever  such  expectations  it  behooved 
the  wisdom  of  Congress    to   declare,  that  no  peace 
but  a  general  one  would  be  attended  to ;  that  when 
negotiations  are  entered  into  with  sincerity,  the  king 
would  most  readily  employ  his  good  offices  in  sup- 
port of  the  United  States  in   all    points  relating  to 
their    prosperity;    that    Congress    were  themselves 
sensible  of  the   distinction    between   the   conditions 
of  justice  and  rigour,  and  those  of  convenience  and 
compliance   which   depended   on    the   good   or  bad 
situation  of  affairs;  that  though  the  circumstances  of 
the  allies  were  very  promising,  such  events  might  hap- 
pen as  might  make  it  advisable  to  adopt  the  part  of 
moderation.    But  the  best  way  to  obtain  every  possi- 
ble advantage  was  to  preserve  a  perfect  connexion, 
and  to  let  them  know  that  the  United  States  would  not 
only  reject  a  separate  peace,  but  that  they  would  con- 
tinue the  war  against  the  common  enemy  by  all  man- 
ner of  ways,  until  their  allies  should  also  conclude  a 
peace ;  that  this  declaration  would  convince  the  Bri- 
tish ministers  that  they  would  not  get  rid  of  the  Ame- 
ricans by  merely  acknowledging  their  independence ; 
and  that  though  they  removed  their  troops  from  the 
continent,  they^  would  be  attacked  wherever  found. 
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The  despatch  of  the  38th  Jaoe  dwelt  chiefly  on  the 
negotiation ;  and  contained  detaik  which  the  count  de 
Vergennes  directed  the  minister  to  make  to  Congress, 
but  which  have  in  a  great  measure  been  already  trans* 
mitted  to  them  by  their  ministers  in  Europe.  These 
details  related  to  the  emissaries  sent  to  doctor  Frank- 
lin and  Mr.  Adams,  and  their  satisfactory  answers. 
Mr.  Oswald,  in  an  interview  with  the  count  de  Ver* 
gennes,  hinted  to  him  the  desire  of  the  court  of  London^ 
and  the  necessity  it  was  under  to  make  peace  ;  and 
received  for  answer,  that  the  king  was  equally  dispos- 
ed to  make  an  honourable  and  solid  peace.  Mr.  Os- 
wald went  to  Londpn  to  carry  this  information  ;  return- 
ed soon,  and  was  immediately  followed  by  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  the  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Oswald 
repeated  to  Mr*  Franklin  the  assurances  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James;  and  Mr.  Grenville, 
in  answer  to  bis  overtures  to  the  count  de  Vergennes 
respecting  the  disposition  of  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, was  informed  by  the  express  order  of  the  king, 
TTuii  his  majesty  was  disposed  to  negotiate/or  peace,  pro- 
vided it  was  a  general  one,  and  the  allies  and  friends  of 
his  majesty  were  satisfied.  This  answer  was  just  given 
when  the  news  of  the  action  of  the  12th  of  April  reach- 
ed Europe.  Nevertheless,  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
sent  full  powers  to  Mr.  Grenville  to  negotiate  the  peace 
with  his  majesty.  In  communicating  them  the  English 
agent  declared,  That  the  king  of  England,  in  order  to  fa- 
cilitate peace,  was  disposed  to  treat  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  with  his  majesty,  provided  all  other 
matters  were  put  upon  the  footing  of  the  treaty  o/1763« 
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To  tfaM  tiM  kiog  answered-^lst  Thai  the  pwHtt  of 
Mr.  Orenvilh  were  instjficient^  Oi  thetf  did  nai  mention 
the  aUiei  of  his  mafeaty*  3d*  Thai  hie  majeeiy  could 
not  himself  negotiaie  for  the  interests  ofAmerxcaj  hav* 
ing  no  powers  to  this  purpose  ;  and  thai  it  bedame  ike 
dignity  of  the  king  of  England  and  of  the  Dinted 
States  to  open  a  direct  negotiation  on  this  subject.  dd« 
TTiOt  in  order  to  conclude  a  solid  and  lasting  peace,  ft 
ought  not  to  be  founded  upon  the  treaty  ofParis^  b%U  vpwie 
justice  and  the  dignity  of  all  the  contracting  powers. 

*Aie  British  ministry  adopting  these  obaenratioiis, 
sent  new  powers  to  Mr.  GhrenviUe,  aathorising  him  to 
treat  with  all  the  belligerent  powers.  Mr.  Orenville 
presented  to  the  count  de  Vergennes  a  copy  of  these 
powers,  and  declared,  that  the  king  of  England^  being 
di^osed  to  acknowledge  and  declare  dirutbf  the  inde* 
pendence  of  America^  it  would  no  longer  be  a  iondiOonal 
article  of  peace.  And  as  to  France,  the  English  pleni* 
potenliary  proposed  to  take  ihe  ifea^  of  Paris  for  the 
basis^  not  of  the  peace  itself  but  of  the  negotiations  whidk 
were  to  be  entered  into. 

The  count  de  YergenneS)  on  the  3tst  June,  commit* 
nicated  to  Mr.  Grenrille  the  answer  of  the  king*  lii 
this  communication  his  majesty  declared  his  wishes 
for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  his  satisfaction  that 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  was  disposed  to  treat  wicfa 
all  the  belligerent  powers,  end  that  he  intended  to 
make  a  direct  acknowledgment  and  declaration  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  audi 
that  this  point  would  no  longer  be  a  conditional  arti- 
cle of  a  general  pacification.  That  the  king  C4Hisenta 
to  adopt,  according  to  the  proposition  of  the  king  of 
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EoglaDd,  the  treaty  of  Paris  for  a  basis  of  the  negotia- 
tion, not  as  a  confirmation  of  all  its  stipulations,  but  with 
exceptions  and  alterations  respecting  the  East  Indies, 
Africa,  the  fisheries  of  Newfoundland,  and  commercial 
regulations  in  Europe  to  mutual  advantage.  Restitu^ 
tion  and  compensation  to  be  treated  of,  when  the  nego- 
tiation shall  be  established  with  respect  to  which  the 
king  will  be  governed  by  the  principles  of  justice  and 
moderation,  which  are  the  basis  of  his  policy.  If  these 
overtures  are  agreeable  to  the  king  of  England,  his 
majesty  will  explain  himself  precisely  on  the  different 
points.  His  majesty  expects  that  his  Britannick  majes- 
ty will  make  to  all  the  belligerent  powers  and  states, 
without  delay,  such  overtures  as  he  may  think  conducive 
to  promote  the  negotiation  as  far  as  it  respects  their  in- 
terests. That  no  doubt  may  be  left  with  respect  to  his 
majesty's  sentiments,  he  declares  anew,  that  he  will 
neither  treat  nor  terminate  any  negotiation,  unless  the 
interests  of  his  allies  and  friends  shall  .be  conjunctly 
discussed  and  determined,  or  separately,  according  to 
the  wishes  of  his  Britannick  majesty  and  the  allied  and 
friendly  powers  of  his  most  christian  majesty. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  28th  of  June,  at 
which  time  there  appeared  some  obstructions  to  the 
negotiation,  owing,  as  it  was  believed,  to  the  misun^ 
derstanding  which  prevailed  among  the  British  minis- 
ters. Tergiversations  were  discovered  on  the  part 
of  the  British  negotiator.  The  bill  authorizing  the 
king  of  England  to  treat  with  the  colonies  of  America 
had  not  then  passed.  These  uncertainties  made  it 
essential  to  guard  against  British  emissaries  on  the 
continent  of  America  5  and  to  prevent  with  all  care 
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tfaeiv  admission ;  and  to  recoanDencI  the  saaae  obm- 
sure  to  the  seyeral  legielaturefl. 

l^he  mtnister  finished  tlie  conference  hj  iDfonning 
the  committee  of  the  fortitade  of  the  tdng  on  receimg 
the  news  of  the  action  of  the  1^  of  April.  He  im- 
medralely  gave  orders  for  constructing  twel\re  ships  of 
the  line,  the  greater  part  of  the  first  rale.  The  city  of 
Paris  and  several  other  cities  and  corporations  had 
offered  some  others,  and  it  v(M  expected  that  the  king 
would,  in  the  course  of  next  campaign,  have  twenty 
new  ships  to  oppose  the  enemy.  His  majesty  was  re- 
solved not  to  make  the  least  alterations  in  his  plans 
for  the  Aiture  negotiation ;  and  he  exhorted  his  allies 
to  the  same  resolution  and  to  the  same  exertions. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  communications  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  five  to  report. 

The  committee — Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Carroll. 

SEPTEMBER  28,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Lee,  Mr.  Izard  and  Mr.  Duane,  (see  page  215)  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  commission  and  instructions,  and 
a  draft  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the 
kinrg  of  Sweden,  Congress,  by  the  vote  of  nine  states, 
agreed  to  the  following 
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Plab  of  a  Tirealy  of  Xxakj  an4  Comioeree  between 
tbe  Uaited  States  aad  tbe  King  of  Sweden. 

The  parties  beidg  willitig  to  fix,  in  a  permdnent  and 
equitable  manner,  the  rules  to  be  observed  in  the 
commerce  they  desire  to  establish  between  their  re- 
spective countries,  have  judged  that  the  said  end  can- 
not be  better  obtained  than  by  taking  the  most  perfect 
equality  and  reciprocity  for  the  basis  of  their  agree- 
ment ;  by  leaving  each  party  at  liberty  to  make  such 
interiour  regulations  respecting  commerce  and  navi- 
gation as  it  shall  find  most  convenient ;  and  by  found- 
ing the  advantage  of  commerce  on  reciprocal  utility 
and  the  just  rules  of  free  intercourse.  On  these  prin- 
ciples the  parties,  after  mature  deliberation,^  have 
agreed  to  tbe  following  articles. 

ARTICLE   u 

There  sbaU  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  vniversat  peace 
and  sincere  friendship  between  the  kmg  of  Sweden,, 
his  heirs  and  svccessors,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  tbe  citizena  and  sobjects  of  the  said  par- 
ties, and  tbe  countries,  islands,  cities  and  towns  situat- 
ed under  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and  the  people 
and  inhabitants  thereof  of  every  degree,:  without  ex- 
ception of  persons  or  places.. 

ABLTICLfi   It* 

The  subjects  of  the  said  king  may  fi'eely  resort  to- 
and  reside  in  the  United  States,  and  may  trade  in  any 
effects  or  merchandise,  the  importation  or  exportation- 
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of  which  are  not  or  shall  not  be  prohibited ;  and  shall 
pay  in  the  ports,  harens,  roads,  countries,  islands, 
cities  or  towns  of  the  United  States,  no  other  or  greater 
duties  or  imposts  whatsoever  than  those  which  the 
most  favoured  European  nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged 
to  pay  ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties 
and  exemptions  in  trade^  navigation  and  commerce, 
whether  in  passing  from  one  port  in  the  said  states  to 
another,  or  in  going  to  and  from  the  same,  from  and  to 
any  part  of  the  world,  which  the  said  nations  do  or 
shall  enjoy. 

ARTtOL£    111* 

In  like  manner,  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  of  America  may  freely  resort  to  and 
reside  in  the  dominions  of  his  Swedish  majesty,  and 
may  trade  in  any  effects  or  merchandises,  the  impor- 
tation Or  exportation  of  which  are  not  or  shall  not  be 
prohibited,  and  shall  pay  in  the  ports,  havens^  roads, 
countries,  islands,  cities  or  towns  within  the  dominioas 
of  the  king  of  Sweden,  no  other  or  greater  duties  or 
impoists  whatsoever  than  those  which  the  nM)st  favour- 
ed nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they 
shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties  and  exeobptions  in 
trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  whether  in  passing 
from  one  port  in  the  dominions  of  the  king  of  Sweden 
to  another,  or  in  going  to  and  from  the  same,  from  and 
to  any  part  of  the  world,  which  the  said  nations  do  or 
shall  enjoys 
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ARTICLE    IV. 

Th«  king  oi  Sweden  shall  endeavoar,  by  all  the 
tteaDS  in  his  power,  to  protect  and  defend  ail  vessels 
and  other  effects  belonging  to  the  citizens  or  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  United  States'  of  America,  or  any  of 
them,  being  in  his  ports,  havens,  or  roads,  or  on  the 
seas  near  to  his  countries,  islands,  cities  or  towns;  and 
to  recover  and  cause  to  be  restored  to  the  right  owners 
their  vessels  and  effects,  as  shall  be  taken  within  bis 
jurisdiction.  His  ships  of  war,  or  any  convoys  sailing 
under  his  authority,  shall  upon  all  occasions  take  un- 
der their  protection  all  vessels  belonging  to  the  citi- 
zens or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, or  any  of  them,  holding  the  same  course,  or  going 
the  same  way,  and  shall  defend  such  vessels  as  long 
as  they  hold  the  same  course,  or  go  the  same  way, 
against  all  attacks,  force  and  violence,  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  ought  to  protect  and  defend  vessels 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  his  said  majesty. 

ARTtCtE  v« 

In  like  manner  the  said  United  States  and  their 
ships  of  war  sailing  under  their  authority  shall  protect 
and  defend,  conformably  to  the  tenor  of  the  preceding 
article,  all  the  vessels  and  effects  belonging  to  the 
subjects  of  the  kiujg  of  Sweden  ;  and  use  all  their  en- 
deavours to  recover  and  cause  to  be  restored,  the  said 
vessels  and  effects  that  shall  have  been  taken  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  United  States. 
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ARTICLE   VU 

It  is  further  agreed  and  concliided,  that  it  shall  be 
wholly  free  for  all  merchants)  commanders  of  sbtpsuand 
other  subjects  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  in  all  places  sob* 
Ject  to  the  dominion  and  jurisdiction  of  the  said  United 
States  of  America,  to  manage  their  own  business  tbem^ 
selves,  or  Co  employ  whomsoever  they  may  please  to 
manage  it  for  them;  nor  shall  they  be  obliged  to  make 
use  of  any  interpreter  or  broker,  tior  to  pay  any  sala- 
ry or  fees,  unless  they  choose  to  make  use  of  (hem. 
Moreover,  masters  of  ships  shall  not  be  obliged  i» 
loading  or  unloading  their  ships  to  make  vse  of  (hose 
workmen  that  may  be  appointed  by  publick  aiflh<xity 
for  that  purpose ;  but  it  shall  be  entirely  free  for  them 
to  load  or  unload  their  ships  by  themselves,  or  to  make 
use  of  such  persons  in  loading  or  unloading  the  same 
as  they  sbaU  think  fit,  without  paying  any  fees  or  sala* 
ry  to  any  other  whomsoerer ;  neither  shall  they  be 
forced  to  unload  any  sort  of  merchandise  either  into 
any  other  ships,  or  to  receive  them  into  their  own,  or 
to  wait  for  their  being  loaded  longer  than  they  please ; 
and  all  and  every  the  citizens,  people  and  inhabitants 
of  the  said  United  States  of  America  shall  reciprocally 
have  and  enjoy  the  same  privileges  and  liberties  in  all 
places  whatsoever  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
said  king. 
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ARTICLE   VII. 

The  merchut  ships  of  either  of  the  parties  which 
shall  be  niakiag  iato  a  port  belooging  to  the  enemj'  of 
the  other  power,  aad  coDcerniog  whose  voyage  and 
the  species  of  goods  od  board  her  there  shall  he  just 
grounds  of  suspicion,  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit  not 
only  her  passports,  but  likewise  certificates  expressly 
showing  that  her  goods  are  not  of  the  number  of  those 
which  have  been  prohibited  as  cont^band. 

ARTICLE   Vllf. 

If  by  exhibiting  the  above  said  certificates  the  other 
parly  discover  there  are  any  of  those  sort  of  goods 
which  are  prohibited  and  declared  contraband,  and 
consigned  for  a  port  under  the  obedience  of  bis  enemy, 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of-  such 
ship,  or  to  open  any  chest,  cofi*ers,  packs,  casks,  or 
any  other  vessels  found  therein,  or  to  remove  the 
smallest  parceTo^er  goods,  whether  such  ship  belongs, 
to  the  subjects  of  the  said  king,  or  the  citizens  or  in- 
habitants of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  unless 
the  lading  be  brought  on  shore  in  the  presence  of  the 
officers  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  an  inventory 
thereof  made  ;  but  there  shall  be  no  allowance  to  sell, 
exchange  or  alienate  the  same,  in  any  manner,  until 
after  that  due  and  lawful  process  shall  have  been  had 
against  such  prohibited  goods,  and  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty ^all  by  a  sentence  pronounced  have  confiscated 
the  same,  saving  alv^ays  as  well  the  ship  itself,  as  any 
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Other  goods  foaod  therein,  which  by  this  treaty  are  to 
be  esteemed  free ;  neither  may  they  be  detained  on 
pretence  of  their  being  as  it  were  infected  by  the  pro- 
hibited goods;  much  less  shall  they  be  confiscated  as 
lawful  prize*  But  if  not  the  whole  cargo,  but  only  part 
thereof,  shall  consist  of  prohibited  or  contraband  goods, 
and  the  commander  of  the  ship  shall  be  ready  and  will- 
ing to  deliver  them  to  the  captor  who  has  discovered 
them ;  in  such  case,  the  captor  having  received  those 
goods,  shall  forthwith  discharge  the  ship,  and  not  hin- 
der her  by  any  means  freely  to  prosecute  the  voyage 
on  which  she  was  bound.  But  in  case  the  contraband 
merchandises  cannot  be  all  received  on  board  the  ves- 
sel of  the  captor,  then  the  captor  may,  notwithstand- 
ing the  offer  of  delivering  him  the  contraband  goods, 
carry  the  vessel  into  the  nearest  port,  agreeable  to 
what  is  above  directed. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  agreed  that  whatever  shall  be 
found  to  be  laden  by  the  subjects^nf  inhabitants  of 
either  party  on  any  ship  belonging  to  the  enemies  of 
the  others,  or  to  their  subjects,  the  whole,  although  it 
be  not  of  the  sort  of  prohibited  goods,  may  be  confis- 
cated in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  ene- 
my, except  such  goods  and  merchandises  as  were  put 
on  board  such  ship  before  the  declaration  of  war  ;  or 
even  after  such  declaration,  if  it  were  done  without 
knowledge  of  such  declaration,  so  that  the  goods  of 
the  subjects  and  people  of  either  part}',  whether  they 
be  of  the  nature  of  such  as  are  prohibited,  or  other- 
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wise,  which,  as  is  aforesaid,  were  put  on  board  any  ship 
belonging  to  an  enemy  before  the  war  or  after  the 
declaration  of  the  same  without  the  knowledge  of  it, 
shall  no  ways  be  liable  to  confiscation,  but  shall  well 
and  truly  be  restored  without  delay  to  the  proprietors 
demanding  the  same  ;  but  so  as  that  if  the  said  mer- 
chandises be  contraband,  it  shall  not  be  any  ways 
lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  any  ports  belongrng 
to  the  enemy.  The  two  contracting  parties  agree, 
that  the  term  of  two  months  being  passed  after  the 
declaration  of  war,  their  respective  citizens  and  sub- 
jects, from  whatever  part  of  the  world  they  come,  shall 
not  plead  the  ignorance  mentioned  in  this  article. 

ARTICLE    X. 

All  ships  and  merchandises  of  what  nature  soever, 
which  shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates 
or  robbers  on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  brought  into 
some  port  of  either  state,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
custody  of  the  officers  o/  that  port,  in  order  to  be  re- 
stored entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  soon  as  due  and 
sufficient  proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  property 
thereof. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party 

and  privateers   freely  to   carry   whithersoever   they 

please  the  ships  and  goods  taken  from  their  enemies, 

without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the^  officers 
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of  the  admiralty  or  any  other  judges  ^  Dor  shall  such 
prizes  be  arrested  or  seized  when  they  come  to  and 
enter  the  ports  of  the  other  party  ;  nor  shall  the  sear- 
cher or  other  officers  of  those  places  search  the  same, 
or  make  examination  concerning  the  lawfulness  of  such 
prizes ;  but  they  may  hoist  sail  at  any  time  and  depart 
and  carry  their  prizes  to  the  places  expressed  in  their 
commissions,  which  the  commanders  of  such  ships  of 
war  shall  be  obliged  to  show. 

ARTICLfe    XII. 

For  the  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  both  sides, 
it  is  agreed,  that  if  a  war  should  break  out  between  the 
said  two  nations,  six  months  after  the  proclamation  of 
war  shall  be  allowed  fo  the  merchants  in  the  cities  and 
^wns  where,  they  live^  for  setling  and  traBsporting 
their  goods  and  merchandises ;  and  if  any  thing  be 
taken  from  them,  or  any  injury  be  done  to  them  within 
that  term,  by  either  party,  or  the  people  or  subjects  of 
either,  full  satisfaction  shall  be  made  for  the  same* 

ARTICLE   XIII.  . 

No  subject  of  the  said  king  shall  apply  for  or  take  any 
commission  or  letters  of  marque  for  arming  any  ship  or 
ships  to  act  as  private^s  against  the  said  United  States 
of  America,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the  subjects, 
people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any 
of  them,  or  against  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of 
any  of  them,  from  any  prince, or  state  with  which'  the 
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United  States  of  America  shall  happen  to  1>eat  war; 
nor  shall  any  citizen  or  inhabitant  of  the  said^United 
States  of  America,;  or  any  6f  them,  apply  for  or  take 
any  commission  or  letters  of  marque  for  arming -any. 
ship  or  vessel  to  act  as  privateers  against  the  subjects 
of  the  said  king,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the  proper- 
ty of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  state  with  which 
the  said  king  shall  be  at  war;  and  if  any  person  of 
either  nation  shall  take  such  commission  or  letters  of 
marque,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  pirate. 

ARTICLE    XIV. 

The  ships  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either 
of  the  parties  coming  upon  any  coast  belonging  to 
either  of  the  said  contracting  parties,  but  not  willirfg 
to  enter  into  port,  or  being  entered  into  port  and  not 
willing  to  unload  their  cargoes,  or  break  bulk,  shall 
have  liberty  to  depart,  or  pursue  their  voyage  without 
molestation. 

ARTICLE    XV. 

It  is  hereby  stipulated,  that  free  ships  shall  also  give 
a  freedom  to  goods,  and  that  every  thing  shall  be 
deemed  free  and  exempt  which  shall  be  found  on  board 
the  ships  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  although  the  whole  lading  or  any  part 
thereof  should  appertain  to  the  enemies  of  either,  con- 
traband goods,  being  always  excepted.  It  is  also 
agreed  in  like  manner  that  the  same  liberty  be  extend- 
ed to  persons  who  are  on  board  a  free  ship  with  this  ef- 
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feet,  that  alihoogh  they  be  enemies  to  both  or  either 
party,  they  are  not  to  be  taken  out  of  that  free  ship,  un* 
less  they  are  soldiers  and  in  actual  service  of  the  ene- 
mies* 


ARTICLE   XVI. 

This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  shall  ex- 
tend to  all  kinds  of  merchandise  except  those  only 
which  are  distinguished  by  the  name  of  contraband ; 
and  under  this  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited  goods 
shall  be  comprehended  arms,  great  guns,  bombs  with 
their  fusees  and  other  things  belonging  to  them,  can- 
non  ball,  gunpowder,  match,  pikes,  swords,    lances, 
spears,  halberds,  mortars,  petards,  grenadoes,  saltpe- 
tre, muskets,  musket  ball,  bucklers,  helmets,  breast- 
plates, coats  of  mail  and  the  like  kinds  of  arms  pro- 
sper for  arming  soldiers,  musket   rests,  belts,  horses 
with  their  furniture,  and  all  other  warlike  instruments 
whatever*      These  merchandises    which  follow  shall 
not  be  reckoned  among  contraband  or  prohibited  goods ; 
that  is  to  say,  all  sorts  of  cloths  and  all  other  manufac- 
tures woven  of  any  wool,  flax,   silk,  cotton  or  any 
other  materials  whatever,  a1l  kinds  of  wearing  appa- 
rel, together  with  the  species  whereof  they  are  used  to 
be  made,  gold  and  silver,  as  well  coined  as  uncoined, 
tin,  iron,  latten,  copper,  brass,  coals,  as  also  wheat  and 
barley,  and  any  other  kind  of  corn  or  pulse,  rice,  and 
likewise  all  manner  of  spices,    salted   and   smoked 
flesh,  salted  fish,  cheese  and  butter,  beer,  oils,  wines, 
sugars,  and  all  sorts  of  salts,  and  in  general  all  provi- 
sions which  serve  for  the  nourishment  of  mankind  and 
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the  sasteiiance  of  life ; — furthermore,  all  kinds  of  tobac* 
CO,  indigo,  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  cables, 
sails,  sail  cloth,  anchors  and  any  part  of  anchors,  also 
ship's  masts,  planks,  boards  and  beams  of  whet  trees 
soever,  and  all  other  things  proper  either  for  building 
or  repairing  ships,  and  all  other  goods  whatever  which 
have  not  been  worked  into  the  form  of  any  instrument 
or  thing  prepared  for  war,  by  land  or  sea,  shall  not  be 
reputed  contraband ;  much  less  such  as  have  been  al- 
ready wrought  up  for  any  other  use  ; — all  which  shall 
be  wholly  reckoned  among  free  goods  ;  as  likewise  all 
other  merchandises  and  things  which  are  not  compre- 
hended and  particularly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
enumeration  of  contraband  goods,  so  that  they  inay  be 
transported  and  carried  in  the  freest  manner  by  the  sub- 
jects of  both  powers,  ev.en  to  places  belonging  to  an 
enemy,  such  towns  or  places  being  only  excepted  as 
are  at  that  time  besieged,  blocked  up,  or  invested.     ^ 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

It  18  also  agreed,  that  all  goods,  when  once  put  on 
board  the  ships  or  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  con- 
tracting parties,  shall  be  subject  to  no  further  visita- 
tion, but  all  visitation  or  search  shall  be  made  before 
hand,  and  all  prohibited  goods  shall  be  stopped  on  the 
spot  before  the  same  be  put  on  board,  unless  there  are 
manifest  tokens  or  proofs  of  fraudulent  practice ;  nor 
shall  either  the  persons  or  goods  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, be  pot  under  any  arrest,  or  molested  by  any  other 
kind  of  embargo,  for  that  cause  ;  and  only  the  citizen 
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or  subject  of  that  state  to  whom  the  said  goods  have 
been  or  shall  be  prohibited,  and  who  shall  presume  to 
sell  or  alienate  such  sort  of  goods,  shall  be  duly 
punished  for  the  offence. 


ARTICLE    XVIIU 

The  two  contracting  parties  grant  to  each  other  the 
liberty  of  having,  ^ach  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  con- 
suls, vice  consuls  and  commissaries  of  their  own  ap- 
pointing, whose  functions  shall  be  regulated  by  parti- 
cular agreement  whenever  either  parly  chooses  to  make 
such  appointment. 

COMMISSION  TO  THE  HONOURABLE  B.  FRANKLIN,  ESQUIRE, 
FOR  NEGOTIATING  A  TREATY  OF  AMITT  AND  COMMERCE 
WITH  THE  KINO  OF  SWEDEN. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled — To  all  who 
shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

It  having  been  represented  to  Congress  by  their  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  that 
the  king  of  Sweden  has  signified  by  his  ambassador  at 
that  court  to  our  said  minister  his  desire  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled ; 
and  we  being  willing  to  promote  the  same  for  esta- 
blishing harmony  and. good  intercourse  between  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the 
said  king : — Know  ve,  therefore,  That  we,  confid- 
ing in  the  integrity,  prudence  and  ability  of  the  ho- 
nourable Benjamin  Franklin,  esquire,  have  nominated, 
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coDstUated  and  apfiouKed,  and  by  tbete  presents  do 
nominaUy  coastitute  aad  appoial  the  aaid  Benjamin 
Franklin,  our  minister  plenipoteniiai^,  giving  him  full 
powers,  general  and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to 
confer,  treat,  agree  and  conclude  with  the  person  or 
persons  vested  with  equal  powers  by  the  said  king,  of 
and  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  be- 
tween the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and 
the  king  of  Sweden  ;  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed 
and  concluded  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  sign  and 
,  thereupon  to  make  such  treaty,  conventions  and  agree- 
ments as  he  shall  judge  conformable  to  the  ends  we 
have  in  view,  hereby  promising  in  good  faith  that  we 
will  accept,  ratify  and  execute  whatever  shall  be 
agreed,  concluded  and  signed  by  our  said  minister. 
And  whereas  it  may  so  happen  that  our  aforesaid  minis- 
ter may  die,  or  be  otherways  incapacitated  to  execute 
this  commission  :  We  do,  in  that  case,  by  these  pre- 
sents constitute  and  appoint  the  honourable  John 
Adams  our  minister  plenipotentiary  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid ;  and  in  case  of  his  death  or  incapacity,  we 
appoint  the  honourable  John  Jay  our  minister  pleni- 
'  potentiary  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  in  case  of 
his  death  or  incapacity  also,  we  do  appoint  the  honour- 
able Henry  Laurens  our  minister  plenipotentiary  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  with  all  the  powers  herein)before 
delegated  to  the  honourable  Benjamin  Franklin. 
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In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents.  Witness  His  Excellency  John  Hanson, 
Esq.  President  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two,  and  of  our  sovereignty  and 
Independence  the  seventh. 


INSTRUCTIONS       TO      THE      HONOURABLE     B.    FRANKLIN, 

ksquiAe. 


SIR, 

You  are  to  negotiate  and  conclude  the  proposed  trea- 
ty of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  person  or  persons 
that  shall  be  appointed  by  his  Swedish  majesty  at  Paris, 
and  not  elsewhere,  unless  some  other  place  should  be 
fixed  upon  for  negotiating  a  general  peace ;  in  which 
case  you  may  negotiate  and  conclude  it  at  the  same 
place. 

As  we  shall  be  better  able  to  judge  by  experience 
what  commercial  regulations  will  be  most  beneficial 
for  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  contracting  powers, 
it  is  our  desire  that  the  treaty  be  made  for  twelve 
years  only. 

It  is  possible  that  the  fourth  article  in  the  plan  of  a 
treaty  may  be  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  king  of 
Sweden,  as  unequal,  he  having  more  ships  of  war  than 
the  United  States,  and  not  being  engaged  in  any  war 
which  may  render  protection  necessary  to  the  ships  of 
his  subjects.  He  may  also  apprehend,  that  the  giving 
protection  to  our  vessels  may  involve  him  in  a  war  with 
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Greftt  Britain.  To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  the 
fifteenth  article  is  as  unequally  in  favour  of  Sweden, 
giring  her  the  benefit  of  the  carrying  trade,  which  can- 
not be  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States : 
therefore,  the  one  article  may  be  set  against  the  other* 
Bot  as  Che  direct  and  essential  object  of  the  treaty  is 
to  obtain  the  recognition  of  our  independency  by  ano- 
ther  European  power,  you  are  instructed  not  to  ad- 
here to  the  fourth  article  so  as  to  prevent  the  conclu* 
sion  of  the  treaty.  Upon  the  same  principle  you  may 
also  use  your  discretion  in  extending  the  term  of  the 
treaty  to  twenty  years,  but  no  further. 

You  are  also  at  liberty,  in  case  it  be  found  necessa* 
ry,  to  recede  from  the  stipulation  proposed  in  the  ninth 
article,  that  whatever  shall  be  found  laden  by  the  sub- 
jects and  inhabitants  of  either  party,  ou  any  ship  be- 
longing to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  shall  be  subject  to 
confiscation. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and 
of  our  sovereignty  and  Independence,  the  seventh. 

OCTOBER  3,  1782. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Carroll, 
(see  page  226)  to  whom  were  referred  the  notes  of  the 
rommunication  made  by  the  minister  of  France  to  a 
committee  of  Congress,  on  the  24th  of  September, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  ^ 
VOL,  in.  31 
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That  the  miniater  plenipotentiary  of  bis  most  dim- 
tian  majesty  be  informed,  that  the  communication 
made  by  tbe  said  minister  on  the  34th  of  September 
last,  is  considered  by  Congress  as  an  additional  proof 
of  his  majesty's  magnanimity,  and  has  confirmed  thase 
.  sentiments  of  afiection  and  confidence  which  his  wise, 
steady  and  liberal  conduct  in  every  stage  of  tbe  war 
has  so  justly  inspired. 

That  his  most  christian  majesty's  declaration  to  the 
British  minister  at  Paris,  that  he  will  neither  treat  nor 
terminate  any  negotiation  unless  the  interests  of  his 
friends  and  allies  shall  be  considered  and  determined, 
is  entirely  correspondent  to  tbe  part  which  these  Unit- 
ed Stat€8  are  resolved  to  take  in  any  negotiation  for 
peace* 

That  Congress  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  embrace 
this  opportunity,  to  renew  their  assurances,  that  in 
•every  event  these  United  States  will  inviolably  ad- 
liere  to  their  alliance  with  his  most  christian  maj^sty^ 
which  they  consider  to  be  equally  essential  to  their 
interest  and  their  glory. 

That  they  will  hearken  to  no  propositions  for  peace 
which  shall  not  be  discussed  in  confidence  and  in 
<:onceri  with  hts  mfost  christian  majesty,  agreeably  to 
the  declaration  made  to  his  minister  plenipotentiary  on 
tbe  31  St  day  of  May  last*' 

^  That  upon  this  principle,  Congress  did  not  hesitate 
4  moment  to  reject  the  proposition  made  by  the  British 
general  and  admiral,  as  commissioners  of  peace,  for 
admitting  Mr.  Morgan  their  secretary  to  an  interview 
at  Philadelphia*  -^ 
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,  Aod,  that  tliey  are  fek>Ifedrta  prasecuti  the  war 
with  vigaor  until  a  geoeral  peace  shall  be  obtained^  in 
which  their  allies  shall  be  comprehended. 

That  Congress  place  the  utmost  confidenee  in  his^ 
majesty's  aesuranees,  that  he  will  readily  eitiploy  bia 
good  offices  in  support  of  the  United  Slates  in  all 
points  relatire  to  their  prosperity ;  and  considerio|;. 
the  territorial  claims  of  these  states  as  heretofore 
made,  their  participation  of  the  fisheriest  and  of  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  not  only  ^s  tCteir  in* 
dubitable  rights,  but  as  essential  to  .their  prosperity^ 
they  trust  that  his  majesty's  efforts  will  be  successfully 
employed  to  obtain  a  sufficient  provision  and  security 
for  those  rights.  Nor  can  they  refrain  from  making 
known  to  his  majesty,  that  any  claim  of  restitution  or 
compensation  for  property  confiscated  in  the  severah 
states  will  meet  with  insuperable  obstacles,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  individual  states^ 
by  which  such  confiscations  have  been  made,  biit  of 
the  wanton  devastations  which  the  citizens  of  these 
states  have  eiperienced  from  the  enemy,  and  in  many 
instances  from  the  very  persons  in  whose  favour  such 
claims  may  be  urged.  That  dongress  trust  that  the 
circomstantees  of  the  allies  at  the  hegotiatwii-  for  peace 
will  be  so  prosperous  as  to  render  these  expectations 
consistent  with  the  spirit  of  moderation  recommended, 
by  his  majesty.  ^ 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  foregoing  report  having 
ibeen  reported  by  the  committee  as  foMows  r 

**  That  Congress  place  the  utmost  confidence  in  bis- 
^majesty's  assurances^  that  he  will  readily  employ  his^ 
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<^  good  offices  in  support  of  the  United  States  in  all 
'*  points  relative  to  their  prosperity ;  and  considering 
^Uheir  participation  of  the  fisheries,  their  territorial 
^  claims,  and  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,^* 
&c.  as  above.     When  this  was  under  debate, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr*  Rutledge,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Lee,  after  \^  territorial  claims,"  to  insert  tbe 
words  ^^as  stated  in  the  iostmcttons  to  their  minister 
*^  on  the  13th  August,  1779;"  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  that  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re* 
quired  by  Mr.  Bland — 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Gilman, 
Mr.  Osgood, 


No.  J.X 
No. 


Mr.  Jackson,         No.^^^- 


Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Dyer, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Mr.  Duane,  Ay.  >  . 

lieu,  Ay.  5-*'' 


Mr.  L'Hommedieu, 


Mr.  Boudinot,  No. ) 

Mr.  Condict,  No.>  No» 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  No.) 

Mr.  Montgomery,  No.^ 

Mr.  Smith,  No.  I  ^ 

Mr.  Clymer,  No.  f  "^• 

Mr.  Atlee,  No.  j 


Maryland, 


Mr.  Hanson, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  Hemsiey, 


No. 
No. 


rat] 
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Virgihia, 

North  Carolina, 
Sooth  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Mr.  MadigoQ, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Blount, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Gervaif, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Few,     . 


Ay.  I 
Ay.  >Ay. 

Ay.  I 

Ay.J 


Ay.) 
Ay.] 


At. 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Witberspoon,  to  transpose  the  clause,  with  an 
amendment,  so  as  to  read,  *^  the  territorial  claims  of 
^  these  states,  their  participation  of  the  fisheries,  and 
'^  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.'^' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Coodict,  to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting 
the  word  ^*  united'^  before  the  word  **  states ;''  and  on 
tbe  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland- 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Gilman, 

Massachusetts,       Mr.  Osgood, 
Mr.  Jackson, 


Ay.  ^At. 

Ay 

Ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,     No. )  » 

Mr.  Dyer,  Wo.$^°- 


-y].,. 
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New  Yoiir, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mn  Dnani,     •       Ay.) 
Mr.  L'HomiBediea,  Ay. ) 


At. 


Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Condict, 
Mr.  Witherspoon, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  J 
Ay.S 


Ar. 


Mr.  Montgomery,  No.'*\ 
Mr.  Smith,  Ay.  I  A.- 
Mr. Clymer,  Ay.  p^* 
Mr.  Atiee,  Ay. J 


Mr.  Hanson, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  Hemsley, 

Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 


No.^ 
No.J 


Mr.  Williamson,  No.  ] 

Mr.  Blount,  No.  < 

Mr.  Rutledge,  No. 

Mr.  Ramsay,  No. 

Mr.  Izard,  No. 

Mr.  Gervais,  Ko. 

Mr.  Bfiddleton^  No.^ 


No. 


>No. 


Mr.  N.  W.  Jones,  No. )  j^^ 
Mr.  Few,  No.  \  ^^• 


So  the  question  was  loat^ 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Lee,  to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting 
after  the  word  ^i  states,'^  the  words  ^*  in  behalf  of  the 
*' United  States ;''  and  on  the  question  lo  agree  to 
this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland — 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachiuetts, 

Coonecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
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Mr.  Gilman, 

Mr.  Osgood," 
Mr.  JadcsoD, 

Mr.  HuDtiogtOD, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Daane, 

Mr.  L'Hommedieu,Nb 


ut 


:] 

Mr.  Boudinot,        No.  ^ 
Mr.  Coodict,  ^      No.>No. 
Mr.  WitberspooD,  No.) 

Pennsylvania,        Mr.  Montgomery,  No.^ 


.4y 


Divided. 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clvmer, 
Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Hanson, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  Hemsley, 

Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Blonnt, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Gervais, 
Mr.  Middleton, 


NoJ 
NoJ 


AyJ 


Ij:} 


At. 


Gewgia,' 


Ay.  I 

Ay.  >At. 


Mr.  N.  W.  Jon.8,  Ay.  >  », 
Mr.  Few,  Ay.  5  ^'* 
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So  the  question  was  lost* 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  amend  the  araendment^ 
by  inserting  the  words  ^^  as  heretoTore  made,''  after  the 
word  '^  states,''  which  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  amend- 
ment being  then  adopted,  on  the  question  to  agree  to 
the  whole  report  as  amended,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative  by  the  votes. of  nine  states. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  tbe  , 
report  communicate  to  the  honourable  the  minister  of 
France  tbe  above  answer  of  Congress  to  his  commu* 
nicationi. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs  trans- 
mit by  the  first  opportunity  a  copy  of  tbe  same  to  the 
ministers  of  these  states  at  foreign  courts. 

OCTOBER  4,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Slr« 
Duane,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Madison 
and  Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  were  referred  despatches 
from  tbe  honourable  J.  Jay,  of  the  35th  of  June,  and 
from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  of  the  35th  and  3Stb 
of  the  same  month,  Congress  agreed  to  the  following 
act: 

Whereas  by  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union,  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making 
peace  is  vested  in  the  United  States  in  Congress  as> 
sembled ;  and  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  bis 
most  christian  majesty  and  these  United  States  it  is  de- 
clared, thajt  neither  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  con- 
clude peace  or  truce  with  Great  Britain  without  the 
consent  of  the  other ;  and  the  ministers  plenipoten- 


(iai*y  of  these  Uhited  States  in  Europe  are  vested  with 
filill  power  and  authority  in  theilr  behalf,  and  in  concert 
with  their  allies,  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  general 
peace.  Nevertheless  it  appears,  that  the  British 
cburt  still  flatters  itself  with  the  vain  hope  of  prevait- 
idg  on  the  United  Stales  to  agree  to  some  terms  of 
dependence  upon  Great  Britain,  or  at  least  to  a  sepdi- 
rate  peace ;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  com- 
missioners may  be  sent  to  America  to  offer  propositions 
of  that  nature  to  the  United  States ;  or  that  secret 
emissaries  may  be  employed  to  delude  and  deceive. 
In  order  to  extinguish  ill  founded  hopes,  to  frustrate 
insidious  attempts,  and  to  manifest  to  the  whole  world 
the  purity  of  the  intentions  and  the  fixed  and  unaltera- 
ble determination  of  the  United  States  : 
.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  Congress  are  sincere- 
ly desirous  of  an  honourable  and  permanent  peace ; 
that  as  the  only  means  of  obtaining  it,  they  will  invio- 
lably adhere  to  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  his  most 
christian  majesty,  and  conclude  neither  a  separate 
peace  or  truce  with  Great  Britain  ;  that  they  will  pro- 
secute the  war  with  vigour,  until  by  the  blessing  of 
God  on  the  united  arms,  a  peace  shall  be  happily 
accomplished ;  by  which  the  full  and  absolute  sover- 
retgnty  and  independence  of  these  United  States  hav- 
ing been  duly  assured,  their  rights  and  interests,  a^ 
well  as  those  of  their  allies,  shall  be  eflfectually  provid- 
ed for  and  secured. 

That  Congress  will  not  enter  into  the  discussion  of 
any  overtures  for  pacification  but  in  confidence  and  in 
concert  with  his  most  christian  majesty. 
VOL.  III.  32 
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That  to  guard  againat  Uie  secret  artificet  and  macbi* 
nations  of  the  enemy,  it  be  and  hereby  is  recomiDeiid- 
ed  to  the  respectire  states,  to  be  vigilant  and  actire  ia 
detecting  and  seizing  all  British  emissaries  and  spies, 
that  they  may  be  brought  to  condign  punishment. 
That  it  be  enjoined  oo  all  officers  of  departments 
charged  with  persons  coming  from  the  enemy  under 
the  protection  of  flags  of  truce,  to  take  special  care 
that  such  persons  do  not  abuse  their  privileges,  but  be 
restrained  from  all  intercourse  with  the  country  and 
inhabitants,  which  is  not  necessary  for  transacting  Ihe 
publick  business  on  which  they  may  be  sent.  And 
lastly,  it  is  recommended  to  the  several  states,  tlmt  no 
subjects  of  his  Britannick  majesty,  coming  directly  or 
indirectly  from  any  part  of  the  British  dominions,  be 
admitted  into  any  of  the  United  States  during  the  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  honourable  the  minister  plenipo^ 
tentiary  of  France  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
above  act ;  and  that  copies  be  transmitted  to  the  mi- 
nisters of  these  statesi  at  foreign  courts ;  and  that  in 
the  mean  time  it  be  published. 

OCTOBER  17,  1782. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Duane, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  f<7reign  affairs  in- 
form the  several  mini9ters  of  the  United  States  in 
Europe,  that  it  is  the  desire  and  express  direction  of 
Congress,  that  they  transmit  full  and  frequent  commu- 
nications as  well  or  their  proceedings  with  the  courts 
at  which  they  respectively  reside,  as   of  those   which 
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relate  to  negotiatioM  for  peace,  and  also  of  all  soch 
other  tranBactioBS  and  events  as  nay  in  any  manner 
concern  tbe  United  State*. 


OCTOBER  22,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Ma- 
disoB,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Osgood,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  letter  ot  t8lh  August,  frooi  the  honourable 
J.  Adams,  with  several  other  papers. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Adams  be  infcnrmed,  that 
Congress  approve  of  the  reason  assigned  in  his  letter 
•f  the  9th  .day  of  June  last,  for  not  then  proposing  a 
treaty  of  alUance  with  the  United  Provinces  ;  but  that 
the  accomplishment  of  such  a  coalition  among  the  par* 
ties  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  as  will  extinguish  all 
possibilitj  and  hope  in  the  latter  of  disuniting  her 
•nenoies  by  negotiation,  being  viewed  by  Congress  as 
a  very  important  object,  it  is  their  wish,  that  no  oppor- 
tunity may  be  lost  of  accelerating  the  said  treaty 
whenever  the  concurrence  of  his  most  christian  majes- 
ty's minister  and  other  circumstances  shall  have  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  proposition. 

NOVEMBER  12,  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 
Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  Thomas  Jefier- 
son,  esquire,  as  a  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiat- 
ing fieace,  made  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  1781,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  renewed^  and  that  on  his 
acceptance  thereof  be  be  invested  with  all  the  powers, 
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and  be  subject  to  all  tbe  mstractioas,  which  have  been 
or  may  be  issued  by  Congress  to  the  miAistofs  pleni- 
potentiary  for  negotiating  peace,  in  the  saa^e  manoer 
as*if  his  original  appointment  had  taken  effect. 

NOVEMBER  18,  1782. 

On  a  report  from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  report  of  a  committee  on  a  me- 
morial of  Mr.  A.  Lee, 

Resolved.  That  Arthur  Lice,  esquire,  be  permitted 
to  deliver  up  to  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  sundry 
loan  office  certificates  in  bb  possession,  aroouating  to 
nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  fifty* 
five  ninetieths  of  a  dollar,  and  that  the  same  be,  on 
such  deUvery,  cancelled ;  and  that  the  superintendent 
of  finance  do  thereupon  pay  the  said  Arthur  Lee  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  nine  pence  sterling, 
with  interest  from  the  tenth  day  of  August,  1781,  at 
six  per  cent,  by  bills  of  exchange  in  his  favour,  in  livres^ 
at  the  rate  of  ten  pence  half  penny  sterling  each. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Rutledge  and  Mr.  Madison,  to  whom,  upon  a  re- 
consideration, the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  May  last 
was  referred. 

Resolved,  That  a  commissioner  be  appointed  by 
Congress,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  liquidate 
and  finally  to  settle  the  accounts  of  all  the  servants  of 
the  United  States,  who  have  been  intrusted  with  the 
expenditure  of  publick  money  in  Europe,  and  all  otbeft 
accounts  of  the  United  States  in  Europe  ;  and  to  com- 
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inence  and  proeecQte  soeh  siiks^  caui£&  and  actions  as 
may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose  ;  or  for  the  recove- 
ry of  any  property  of  the  said  United  States  in  the 
hands  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever. 

That  the  said  comnaissioner  be  authorised  to  appoint 
one  or  more  clerks,  with  such  allowance  as  he  may 
think  reasonable. 

That  the  said  commissioneF  and  elerk«  respectively 
take  an  oath  before  some  person  duly  authorized  to  ad- 
minister an  oath,  faithfully  to  execute  the  trust  reposed 
in  them  respectively. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  0/  a  coBmifaion- 
er;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Thomas  Barclay  was  elected,  having  been  pre- 
viously nominated  by  Mr.  Williamson. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  hereafter  make  ade- 
quate provision  for  tb^  ^^i^  comixiis^ioA^,  ac^ordV^g 
to  the  nature  and  extei^t  of  the  servu;cs  wbii^b  he 
shall  perform. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  finat^^fti^eport 
the  necessary  instructions  for  the  said  comn^issioner, 
pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  29th  of  May  last. 

NOVEMBER  20,  1782. 

The  report  of  the  corpmiUec,  consisting  of  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Izard  and  Mr.  Wharton,  to  whom  w^re  referred  a 
letter  of  24th  of  May  last  from  the  superintendent  of 
finance,  and  the  orders  given  to  captain  Harding,  being 
taken  into  consideration^  and  after  debate  postponed — 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Doaiie,  seconded  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son, 

Resolved,  That  tbe  sopertntendent  of  fioance  be 
directed  to  instroet  the  commissioner  for  settling  the 
publick  accounts  in  Em*ope  to  take  proper  measures 
for  adjusting,  without  delay,  the  accounts  of  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchais,  or  Roderique  Hortalcs  and  Co.  and  to 
report  such  settlement  to  Congress,  that  order  may  be 
taken  for  payment  of  the  balance,  if  any  shall  be  justly 
due;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  no  further  remit- 
tances or  payments  be  made  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  or 
Roderique  Hortales  and  Co.  by  virtue  of  any  former 
resolution  of  Congress. 

NOVEMBER  25,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consistingof  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson, Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Madison, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  aflfairs  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  communicate  to  the 
ministers  of  foreign  powers  who  may  reside  near  Con-, 
gress,  all  such  acts  and  resolutions  of  Congress,  and 
all  such  articles  of  intelligence  received  by  Congress, 
as  he  may  judge  proper,  those  only  excepted  which 
Congress  may  specially  require  to  be  kept  secret ;  in 
which  cases  he  shall  make  previous  application  to 
Congress. 
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The  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs  having  assigned  to 
Congress  satisfactory  reasons  for  relinquishing  his  of- 
fice, and  having  requested  permission  to'resign, 

Resolved,  That  Thursday  the  9th  inst.  be  assigned 
for  electing  another  person  to  fill  the  office  of  secre- 
tary for  foreign  affairs ;  and  that  Mr.  Livingston  be 
informed,  that  Congress  do  approve  of  his  proposal  of 
continuing  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  until  a 
person  shall  be  appointed  to  succeed  him* 

DECEMBER  10,  1782. 

Parsuant  to  the  order  of  the  18th  of  November  last, 
the  superintendent  of  finance  reported  the  draft  of  a 
letter  to  Thomas  Barclay,  esquire,  commbsioner  for 
settling  the  publick  accounts  in  Europe,  containing  in- 
structions to  the  said  commissioner ;  and  the  same  be- 
ing read, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  superintendent 
to  be  transmitted ;  the  letter  being  as  follows  : 

Office  of  Finance,  Decembers,  1782. 

SIR, 

On  the  28th  of  May  last  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled  resolved,  that  a  commissioner  be  ap- 
pointed to  liquidate  and  finally  settle  the  accounts  of 
all  the  servants  of  the  United  States  who  have  been 
intrusted  with  the  expenditure  of  publick  moneys  in 
Europe.     On  the  29th  of  July  last  it   was  resolved, 
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that  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  May  be  recoDsider- 
ed ;  and  on  motion  it  was  ordered,  that  the  said  re- 
solution be  committed.  On  (he  18ih  of  November 
last,  on  the  report  of  a  committee,  to  whom  upon  a  re- 
consideration the  resolution  of  the  28th  day  of  May 
last  was  referred,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  commissioner 
be  appointed  by  Congress  with  fall  powers  and  au- 
thority to  liquidate  and  finally  to  settle  the  accounts 
of  all  the  servants  of  the  United  States  in  Europe  j 
and  to  commence  and  prosecute  such  suits,  causes  and 
actions  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  or  for 
the  recovery  of  any  properly  of  the  said  United  States 
in  the  hands  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever* 
That  the  said  commissioner  be  authorized  to  appoint 
one  or  more  clerks,  with  such  allowance  as  he  may 
think  reasoaable  ;  and  that  the  said  comitiiMoner  and 
clerks  respectively  take  an  oath  before  some  person 
duly  authoriKed  to  administer  an  oath,  faithfully  t6 
execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them  respectively.  On 
the  same  day  you  was  elected  the  commissioner;  and 
it  was  resolved,  that  Congress  would  hereafter  make 
adequate  provision  for  the  fcaid  commissioner,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  services  which  h^ 
shall  perform.  And  on  the  20th  of  November  last  it 
was  resolved,  that  the  superintendent  of  finance  be 
directed  to  instruct  the  commissioner  for  settling  the 
publick  accounts  in  Europe  to  take  proper  measures 
for  adjusting,  without  delay,  the  accounts  of  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchais,  or  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.,  and  to 
repprt  such  Hetllemcnt  to  Congress,  that  order  may  be 
taken  for  payment  of  tlic  balance,  if  any  shall  be  justly 
<lue ;  and  that  in  the  moan  lime  no  further  remiltan- 
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ces  or  payroeott  be  made  to  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  or 
Roderique  Hortales  &  Co.  by  virtue  of  any  former 
resolutions  of  Congress. 

Enclosed  herein  you  will  find  a  commission  authorize 
ing  you  to  act  in  this  business ;  and  I  shall  now  en- 
deavour to  give  you  such  explanations  and  directions 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  it,  con- 
sistently with  the. views  and  intentions  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress. 

You  will  undoubtedly  remark,  that  no  sum  is  fixed 
upon  as  the  compensation  for  this  duty,  the  reason  of 
which  is  apparent,  namely,  that  until  the  completion 
of  it  neither  the  nature  nor  extent  can  be  perfectly 
known.  This  might  perhaps  have  induced  a  monthly 
or  annual  stipend  to  any  other  commissioner;  but  as 
your  other  duties  may  and  probably  will  occupy  a  part 
-  of  your  time  and  attention,  which  must  nevertheless 
be  indeterminate,  so  it  follows,  that  no  points  could 
properly  be  assumed  by  which  the  reasonable  extent  of 
such.a  stipend  could  be  known.  I  have  every  reason 
to  believe,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress  to  make 
a  generous  allowance  for  the  performance  of  this  ser- 
vice,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  by  attention,  assiduity 
and  the  faithful  exertion  of  your  talents  and  abilities, 
you  will  merit  their  regard. 

The  appointment  of  your  clerks,  las  well  as  the  as- 
certaining their  number  and  reward,  are  left  to  your 
discretion.  You  will  on  this  occasion  consult  the 
principles  of  true  economy,  which  dictate  the  employ, 
ing  as  many  persons  as  are  capable  of  performing  the 
service,  and  no  more ;  the  taking  care  that  those  em- 
ployed are  capable  of  performing  the  business  com- 
voL.  III.  33 
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mitted  to  them ;  and  the  obtaining  such  a  number  of 
such  persons  on  the  cheapest  terms  for  which  they  can 
be  procured.  But  the  worst  economy  in  the  world 
is  to  employ  improper  men.  That  yon  may  be  ena- 
bled to  form  a  judgment  of  the  talents  necessary  to  a 
clerk  you  will  observe,  that  Congress  in  their  ordi- 
nance  of  the  11th  September,  1781,  for  regulating  the 
treasury  and  adjusting  the  publick  accounts,  ordained 
and  declared,  that  the  clerks,  the  number  of  whom 
should  be  regulated  by  the  superintendent  of  finance, 
should  be  appointed  by  the  comptroller.  That  it 
should  be  their  duty  respectively  to  examine  all  ac- 
counts which  should  be  committed  to  them  by  the 
comptroller,  to  correct  all  errours,  and  to  note  in  writ- 
ing what  may  appear  exceptionable  either  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  charges,  or  the  validity  of  the  vou- 
chers ;  and  to  transmit  the  accounts,  with  bis  remarks, 
to  the  auditor  :  and  that  the  party  for  himself,  and  the 
clerk  on  behalf  of  the  publick,  should  be  heard  befort 
the  auditor.  From  tife  nature  of  (he  commission  in- 
trusted to  you  it  follows,  that  you  must  both  commit 
the  account  to  the  clerk,  and  afterwards  audit  it,  as 
well  as  finally  determine  on  and  adjust  it;  which  last 
is  done  here  by  the  comptroller,  except  in  cases  where 
the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  has  been  necessary, 
with  authorities  similar  to  yours.  It  is  to  be  appre- 
hended, that  the  accounts  will  in  many  instances  be 
exhibited  to  you  informally  ;  and  as  it  is  not  only 
useful  in  the  first  settling  of  complicated  accounts 
to  adhere  to  settled  forms,  but  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  clear  and  easy  understanding  of  them  after 
they  are    settled,   so  it  will  frequently  become  ne- 


Itet]  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS.  U» 

c«S6ar)iilo  bav6  the  accounts  rfestat^d,  and  all  thfc  vou'^ 
ehere  to  them  numbered  by  your  clerks.  And  ahhough 
your  own  care  and  attention  will  always  be  requisite 
to  detect  and  discover  errours  and  frauds^  yet  so  much 
will  depend  on  the  accuracy  and  abilities  of  the  clerks 
in  these  investigations,  that  I  cannot  too  strongly  re** 
commend  to  your  ettentibn  the  choice  of  able  ac^ 
comptants  for  that  purpose. 

With  respect  to  the  accounts  of  Mr.  deBeaumarchais, 
much  has  been  said^  and  therefore  I  might  dispense 
perhaps  with  saying  &t)y  thing ;  but  as  1  have  reason 
to  believe,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  charac- 
ters of  the  persons  concerned,  either  for  abilities  or  in» 
tegrity,  the  business  which  has  passed  through  their 
hands  has  not  been  wall  done,  I  must  desire  that  these 
accounts  undergo  your  strictest  scrutiny.  You  will 
probably  find  some  other  large  accounts,  which  merit 
a  like  attention.  In  every  such  case,  the  observa- 
tions made  here  will  be  equally  applicable*  You 
are  too  well  acquainted  wilh  mercantile  business  not 
to  know  when,  and  how,  and  what  commissions  are 
chargeable  on  a  transection.  I  believe  that  knowledge 
and  information  on  this  subject  will  be  found  very  ne» 
cessary^  They  will  be  indispensable  should  it  be  at- 
tempted to  charge  several  con^missions  on  the  same 
thing,  whether  it  be  done  openly  as  such,  or  covertly 
as  brokerage,  factorage  and  the  like,  or  still  more 
covertly  by  an  increase  of  original  price.  Hence, 
therefore,  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  consider  well 
the  original  prices  ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that 
samples  of  the  articles  cannot  be  laid  before  you  ;  be- 
cause many  have  been  received  of  a  quality  not  only 
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base,  but  despicable.  It  is  not  possible  at  tbts  dis* 
tance  of  time  and  place  to  ascertain  by  whom  such  ar* 
tidies  were  purchased ;  and  iudeed'  manjr  of  those 
which  have  been  shipped  nerer  arrived.  Under  such 
circumstances  it  becomes  your  duty  to  require  proof 
of  the  quality  of  such  articles  as  appear  charged  to  the 
United  States ;  and  the  idea  will  naturally  suggest 
itself,  that  the  character  of  the  party  making  the  charge 
will  influence  the  necessity  of  such  proof,  just  as  the 
validity  of  the  proof  itself  will  be  influenced  by  the 
character  of  the  witnesses.  Had  these  transactions 
been  merely  confined  to  the  purchase  and  delivery  of 
goods,  they  might  perhaps  easily  have  been  investigate 
ed ;  but  they  extend  themselves  to  many  other  things, 
among  which  is  the  transportation  and  expense  inci- 
dent to  it.  Under  this  head  two  objects  present  them- 
selves immediately  to  view  :  first,  whether  due  care 
was  taken  in  the  modes  of  transportation  adopted; 
and  secondly,  whether  the  expense  has  been  reasona- 
ble or  exorbitant.  With  respect  to  the  latter,  it  will 
certainly  be  your  duty  to  correct  improper  or  exorbi- 
tant charges.  But  in  the  former  case  your  conduct 
must  be  directed  by  circumstances  in  their  nature  so 
various  as  to  admit  of  no  prescribed  rule  ;  and  there- 
fore I  can  only  recommend  it  to  you  to  consult  the  in- 
terests of  the  United  States  as  far  as  the  principles  of 
justice  will  permit.  I  know  it  is  unnecessary  to  tell 
you  that  the  delivery  of  goods  purchased  and  trans- 
ported should  be  shown  before  the  charges  are  admit- 
ted ;  but  I  must  desire  that  the  evidence  on  this  sub- 
ject may  be  so  clear,  and  plain  as  to  enable  us  to  call 
the  receivers  of  them  to  account.    Cases  will  doubt- 
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less  occar  of  lots  by  the  accidents  of  the  sea,  and  by 
enemies  :  these  also  should  be  clearly  proved,  and  the 
causes  as  much  as  possible  investigated. 

Your  commission  will  entitle  you  to  aid  and  protec- 
tion in  the  execution  of  the  duties  committed  to  you  ; 
and  you  will  make  the  necessary  applications  on  that 
subject  to  the  proper  persons  whenever  circumstances 
shall  require.  A  primary  object  will  be,  to  discover 
what  sums  have  at  any  time  or  times  been  paid  to  the 
use  of  the  United  States.  These  can,  I  suppose,  be 
discovered,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom 
they  have  been  paid,  although  it  is  possible  that  in 
certain  cases  the  person  &y  whom  they  have  been  paid 
will  not  be  known  to  you.  The  first  account. you 
form  will  be  a  general  one,  under  the  title^f  loans  and 
subsidies  obtained  in  Europe  on  account  of  the  United 
States.  The  debit  of  this  account  you  may  leave  in 
blank,  but  the  credit  side  will  consist  of  the  sums  paid 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  persons  to 
whom  they  were  paid.  Every  of  these  persons  will, 
of  course,  be  debited  in  particular  accounts  for  the 
respective  sums  so  credited.  These  sums,  then,  they 
are  to  account  for ;  and  where  they  have  paid  them 
over  to  others,  such  payments  are  aga'in  to  be  account- 
ed for,  until  they  are  traced  to  a  final'  appropriation, 
which  will  be  of  articles  purchased  for,  or  services 
rendered  to,  the  United  States.  In  the  course  of  this 
investigation,  however,  it  may  happen,  that  in  some 
case  of  payment  by  one  to  another  the  receiver  shall 
not  account  properly,  on  which  the  question  will  arise, 
how  far  the  payment  is  4o  operate  a  discharge  to  the 
party  by  whom  it  was  made.     This  question  admits  of 
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SO  many  modifications,  according  to  the  varieties  of 
possible  circumstances,  that  no  provision  can  be  made 
which  will  be  applicable  to  all.  I  have  therefore 
thought  it  best  to  enclose  for  your  perusal  the  instruc- 
tions* on  this  subject  to  commissioners  appointed  for 
settling  the  old  accounts  of  the  civil  departments.  You 
will  govern  yourself  by  the  spirit  of  these  instructions 
according  to  circumstances  as  they  arise. 
-  I  have  already  obser?ed,  that  the  final  appropria- 
tion  of  moneys  must  be  traced  to  articles  purchased 
and  services  rendered  ;  but  such  a  general  distinction 
would  not  be  suflBciently  clear  in  the  stating  of  ac* 
counts  :  you  will  place  this  final  appropriation,  there- 

*  Office  of  Finanoe,  October  3, 1782* 

SIR, 

Id  the  course  of  the  business  committed  to  jour  care  a  doubt  wiD 
naturaOj  arise,  how  far  paymeuts  to  deputies  in  a  department  shall 
discharge  the  principal.  I  think  it  proper  therefore  to  give  jrou  my 
Mntiments. 

IVhen  of  two  officers  appointed  bj  Congress,  the  one  is  from  the  na- 
ture of  his  office  to  receive  money  from  the  other,  in  such  case,  the 
payment  oo  publick  account,  and  for  the  purposes  of  such  office, 
must  finally  discharge  tho  party  paying.  In  all  other  cases,  the  ad- 
vances made  should  be  carried  (in  the  first  instance)  to  the  credit  of 
the  person  who  made  them,  and  be  chained  to  the  receiver.  But  ii 
any  case  where  thcfte  shall  have  been  a  default,  the  amount  thei^of 
must  be  recharged  to  the  immediate  superiour  of  the  defaulter;  and^ 
it  be  still  unaccounted  for  and  unpaid  by  him,  then  it  must  be  recharged 
to  his  immediate  superiour  ;  and  so  on,  until  it  finally  stand  as  a  charge 
against  some  person  appointed  by  Congress ;  and  then  in  the  last  resort^ 
Congress  (who  are  alone  competent  to  it)  will  determine  upon  a  comide* 
ration  of  all  circumstances,  whether  the  principal  shall  be  held  to  pay  the 
United  States,  or  whether  he  shall  be  finally  dishargcd. 
I  am,  sir,  &c. 


fmJ\  FOREIGN  AFrAUta  til 

fpr€,  under  one  or  other  of  these  following  general 
heads. 

1  •  Salarits  end  Expenset  of  Publick  MinitUrSj  Com- 
fnUsioners  and  J} gents.  In  this  account  you  will  charge 
ail  moneys  advanced  to  any  publick  servants  of  the 
United  States  in  Europe,  on  account  of  their  salaries 
or  expenses. 

^.  Qlothier  GeneraPs  Department.  In  this  account 
you  will  charge  every  article  of  clothing  which  may 
have  been  purchased. 

3.  Commissary  of  Military  Stores  Department.  In 
this  account  you  will  charge  all  arms^  ammunition  and 
the  like. 

4.  Quarter  Master  GeneraPs  Department.  In  this  you 
wilt  charge  tents,  sheet  tin  for  camp  kettles,  and  other 
articles  properly  belonging  to  that  department. 

5.  Marine  Department.  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
moneys  expended  in  building  or  buying  ships  of  war 
and  fitting  them  out,  with  the  incidental  charges  ;  also 
naval  stores  purchased  for  the  United  States,  and  the 
like. 

6.  Hospital  Department.  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
instruments,  medicines,  &c.  &c.  appertaining  to  that 
department. 

7.  Merchandise  General.  In  this  you  will  charge 
such  articles  of  stores  as  do  not  fall  within  the  second, 
third,  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  heads,  if  any  such  there 
be,  and  also  any  articles  which  you  shall  be  doubtful 
as  to  the  account  th£y  ought  to  be  carried  to. 

8.  Transport  Service.  In  this  you  will  charge  the 
purchase,  freightment,  hire,  insurance  and  the  like, 
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of  ships  or  vessels  for  the  parpose  of  bringiog  any 
articles  to  America. 

9.  Contingent  Services.  In  this  you  will  charge  the 
expense  of  land  transportations,  expresses,  storages, 
wharfages,  and  other  like  articles ;  also  all  those  things 
which  do  not  fall  properly  under  some  general  head. 

10.  Prisonersand  Americans  in  Europe.  In  this  you 
will  charge  all  moneys  paid  for  or  to  American  prison- 
ers, or  other  Americans,  taking  care  so  to  designate 
and  specify  these  charges,  and  the  parties,  as  that  those 
who  are  able  may  be  called  on  for  repayment.  The 
names  and  usual  places  of  abode  will,  so  far  as  they 
are  attainable,  be  of  importance. 

11.  Foreign  Officers.  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
sums  paid  or  advanced  to  foreign  officers,  coming  to  or 
returning  from  America. 

12.  Interest  of  Debts s  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
sums  paid  on  the  interest  bills  of  exchange  issued  from 
the  several  loan  offices,  and  any  other  interest  moneys 
which  may  have  been  paid. 

13.  Bills  of  Exchange.  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
sums  paid  on  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  order  of 
Congress. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  in  the  course  of  your  busi- 
ness you  may  find  it  necessary  to  raise  some  other  such 
general  accounts;  and  if  so,  you  will  raise  them  ac- 
cordingly. You  will  take  care  to  attend  strictly  to 
the  propriety  of  all  charges  made,  and  to  the  validity 
of  the  vouchers  by  which  they  aVe  supported.  You 
will  examine  very  particularly  into  the  accounts  of 
armed  vessels  fitted  out  in  Europe  on  account  oftheUnit- 
ed  Stales,  especially  of  those  wherein  any  individuals 
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shall  appear  to  have  been  interested.  And  you  wili 
bring  those  persons  to  account  into  whose  hands  any 
prizes  or  moneys  for  the  sale  of  prizes  may  have  come  { 
so  (bat  justice  may  be  done  as  well  to  the  publick  at  to 
tbe  captors  concerned  therein. 

Whenever  you  finally  settle  an  account,  you  will  take 
care  to  be  possessed  of  the  several  vouchers,  which, 
together  with  the  account,  are  to  be  kept  in  your  con* 
sttlar  of&ce  until  farther  orders;  but  you  will  transmit 
quadruplicate  copies  of  the  several  general  accounts 
by  safe  conveyances  as  soon  a$  possible* 

DECEMBER  21,  1782. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
Rutledge  and  Mr.  Gilman,  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject  of  his 
department,  report, 

That  he  is  willing,  if  it  be  the  desire  of  Congress,  to 
remain  in  the  said  department  tntil  the  ensuing  spring; 
but  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  make  a  short 
visit  to  the  state  of  New  York  in  the  month  of  January, 
which  the  committee  think  will  not  probably  interfere 
with  the  publick  business  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  a  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
May  next ;  and  that  Mr.  Livingston  be  requested  to 
continue  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  department  un- 
til  such  election  shall  be  made ;  and  that  he  have  leave 
of  absence  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  visit  to  tbe 
slate  of  New  York.* 
VOL.  III.  34 
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I^ECEMBER  27,  1782. 

On  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  foreign  affiaiirs,  to 
whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from  doctor  Frank- 
lin and  Mr.  J.  Adams, 

Resolved,  That  doctor  Franklin  be  informed,  that 
the  allowance  he  has  heretofore  made  and  now  makes 
to  Mr.  William  Temple  Franklin,  acting  in  the  charac- 
ter of  his  secretary,  meets  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress; and  that  his  future  allowance  be  300  louis 
d'ors  per  annum,  until  the  farther  order  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Adams  be  informed,  that  Con- 
gress agree  to  the  purchase  he  has  made  of  a  house  at 
the  Hague  on  account  of  the  United  States ;  and  direct 
him  to  take  measures  for  transferring  to  them  the  title 
thereof.  That  on  his  furnishing  an  account  of  the 
balance  still  due  on  such  purchase,  the  superintendent 
of  finance  take  order  for  the  payment  thereof* 

DECEMBER  30,  1782. 

His  excellency  the  President  having  informed  Con- 
gress that  the  bonourable  T.  Jefferson  was  arrived  in 
town, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jefferson  have  access  to  the 
several  offices  of  Congress,  in  order  that  he  may  gain  a 
knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States,  and 
prepare  himself  for  the  execution  of  the  trust  reposed 
'm  bim. 
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DECEMBER  31,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr; 
Madison,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Hamilton  and 
Mr.  Osgood,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  14th 
October  last  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Versailles, 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  for 
negotiating  a  peace  be  instructed,  in  any  commercial 
stipulations  with  Great  Britain  which  may  be  com- 
prehended in  a  treaty  of  peace,  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
for  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  a 
direct  commerce  to  all  parts  of  the  British  dominions 
and  possessions,  in  like  manner  as  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  may  be  opened  to  a  direct  commerce  of 
British  subjects  ;  or  at  least  that  such  direct  commerce 
be  extended  to.  all  parts  of  the  British  dominions  and 
possessions  in  Europe  and  the  West  Indies ;  and  the 
said  ministers  are  informed,  that  this  stipulation  will 
be  particularly  expected  by  Congress,  in  case  the  citi- 
zens and  subjects  of  each  pafrty  are  to  be  admitted  ta 
an  equality  in  matters  of  commerce  with  natives  of  the 
other  party. 

JANUARY  1,  1783. 

On  a  report  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiain — 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian 

majesty  having  communicated  to  Congress,  through  the 

secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  on  the  7th  instant,  the  re- 

iiolution  taken  to  embark  tbe»army  under  the  coounand 
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of  the  count  de  Rochambeau,  and  on  the  29th  their 
having  actually  embarked  and  sailed,  together  with 
his  majesty's  intention  to  direct  them  to  return  when- 
ever an  object  should  offer  in  which  they  might  effec- 
tually co-operate  with  the  troops  of  the  United  States- 
Resolved,  That  the  secretacy  for  foreign  affairs  in^ 
form  the  minister  of  France,  that  though  Congress 
cannot  see  without  regret  the  departure  of  bu  army  to 
whose  bravery  and  good  conduct  they  are  so  greatly 
indebted  for  the  reduction  of  the  enemy's  force  in  this 
country,  yet  that  they  have  too  much  confidence  in  the 
attention  of  his  majesty  to  the  interests  of  the  alliance 
not  to  be  persuaded  that  the  order  for  their  departure 
was  dictated  by  a  conviction  that  they  could  elsewhere 
be  more  usefully  employed  against  the  common  enemy* 
That  th^y  wish  him  to  make  known  to  his  majesty  the 
grateful  sense  they  entertain  of  his  attention  to  their 
immediate  interest  manifested  in  the  important  aid  thus 
long  afforded  them,  and  in  his  generous  determination 
to  direct  his  troops  to  return  to  this  country  whenever 
circumstances  will  admit  of  an  advantageous  co-opera- 
tioB  with  the  arms  of  the  United  States.  That  they 
desire  through  him  to  recommend  in  a  particular  man- 
ner the  count  de  Rochambeau,  and  the  army  under  his 
command,  to  the  favour  of  his  majesty,  having  the  high- 
est reason  to  be  satisfied  with  their  bravery  and  good 
conduct,  and  with  that  strict  discipline  to  which  they 
are  indebted  for  the  perfect  harmony  which  has  so 
happily  subsisted  between  them  and  the  soldiers  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  make  the  acknow- 
ledgments of  Congress  in  a  particular  manner  to  his 
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excelleocy  the  count  de  Rocfaambeau,  and  signify  to 
hioa  the  high  sense  they  entertain  of  the  distinguished 
talents  displayed  by  him,  with  so  much  advantage  to 
these  states,  in  the  most  important  conjunctures,  as 
well  as  of  the  strict  and  exemplary  discipline  which 
bs^e  been  uniformly  conspicuous  in  the  troops  under 
his  command,  and  which  have  deservedly  acquired  the 
admiraUon  and  esteem  ot  the  citizens  of  these  states, 
by  whom  bis  signal  services,  and  the  delicate  attention 
at  all  times  paid  to  their  private  rights,  will  ever  be 
held  in  affectionate  rememberance. 

JANUARY  3,  1783. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  transmitted 
to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  a  note,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  translation. 

NOTE. 

Philadelphia,  December  31,  1782. 
The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Prance  underwril- 
ten,  has  had  the  honour  to  communicate  to  the  secre- 
tary for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  several  facts 
and^ircumstances  relative  to  the  negotiation  that  has 
been  opened  at  Paris,  between  the  belligerent  powers, 
in  order  to  effect  a  general  peace.  That  minister  will 
communicate  it  to  Congress ;  but  the  undersigned 
minister  plenipotentiary  has  likewise  received  orders 
to  express  himself  to  that  assembly  the  satisfaction 
which  the  king  his  master  has  felt  for  the  conduct  they 
have  held  on  the  overtures  that  were  made  at  different 
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periods,  by  the  British  commissioners  commanding  at 
New  York,  to  bring  about  a  partial  negotiation  with 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them.  The  king  has  seen 
with  pleasure  the  resolutions  taken  by  his  allies  in 
those  circumstances,  and  has  been  pleased  to  see  how 
much  they  agree  with  those  he  has  taken  himself.  He 
has  observed  with  an  equ.U  satisfaction  the  unanimity 
which  has  subsisted  among  the  diflferent  states  in  the 
union,  who  have  thought  proper  to  express  their  senti- 
ments on  the  subject  of  a  partial  peace.  The  deter- 
mination they  have  expressed  to  reject  with  abhor- 
rence every  proposition  of  that  kind,  has  fully  con- 
firmed his  majesty  in  the  opinion  he  had  formed  of 
their  fidelity  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  and  of  the 
wisdom  that  presides  over  their  councils.  The  com- 
munications made  to  the  secretary  for  the  department 
of  foreign  affairs  give  room  to  presume,  that  this  just 
and  wise  as  well  as  prudent  and  advantageous  conduct 
will  soon  bring  the  allies  to  a  happy  termination  of  the 
present  war.  The  undersigned  minister  believes, 
however,  that  it  is  his  duty  to  inform  Congress,  that  at. 
the  time  the  British  ministry  manifested  those  pacifick 
dispositions,  they  entertained  just  apprehensions  about 
the  fate  of  several  naval  operations,  which  hav^  on 
the  contrary,  had  a  much  more  favourable  issue  than 
the  court  of  London  seemed  to  expect.  It  is  possible 
that  those  unexpected  successes  may  alter  their  dispo- 
sitions ;  and  on  this  supposition  the  undersigned  minis- 
ter thinks  thnt  it  becomes  the  wisdom  of  the  United 
States  not  to  slacken  in  their  efforts  and  preparations 
for  an  {ensuing  campaign. 
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Congress  may  rest  persuaded  that  bis  majesty  will, 
00  his  side,  take  all  the  necessary  measures  to  carry  it 
on  with  vigour,  and  that  all  his  resources  will  be  appli- 
ed to  this  important  object. 

(Signed)        LE  CHR.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

On  report  of  Ihe  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  foregoing  note  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  in- 
form the  minister  of  France,  that  Congress  learn  with 
great  pleasure  that  the  steps  taken  by  Congress  and 
the  respective  states  their  constituents,  in  opposition  to 
the  attempts  of  the  British  court  to  bring  about  a  par- 
tial negotiation,  has  been  satisfactory  to  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty.  That  his  majesty's  conduct  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  negotiations  commenced  in  Europe,  as  it 
has  been  communicated  to  Congress,  is  sufficient  to  in- 
spire a  just  abhorrence  of  every  act  derogatory  to  the 
principles  of  the  alliance,  and  serves  to  fortify  the  re- 
solutions which  his  repeated  acts  of  friendship  and  a 
sense  of  their  own  honour  and  dignity  had  dictated  to 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  and  the 
Slates  they  represent. 

JANUARY  15,  1783. 

The  honourable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  bis 
most  christian  majesty  having  notified  to  Congress,  that 
the  term  allowed  to  thecapitulants  of  St.  Christopher's, 
Nevis  and  Montserat,  for  receiving  cargoes  from  Great 
Britain,  and  for  loading  back  the  vessels  under  neutral 
colours  for  that  kingdom,  is  expired ;  and   that  the 
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govemonr  general  of  those  Mandi  is  instradedl  to 
{rant  no  more  permiti  for  such  purposes—* 
Ordered,  That  the  notificatioii  be  pabiished. 


JANUARY  21,  1783. 

The  superintendent  of  finance  having  laid  before 
Congress  a  copy  of  a  contract  between  his  most  chris* 
tian  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  entered 
into  and  executed  on  the  16th  July,  1783,  by  the  count 
de  Yergennes  and  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  for  ascertaining 
the  sums  of  money  advanced  on  loan  by  his  majesty  to 
the  United  States,  and  settling  the  terms  of  payment; 
and  it  being  stipulated  in  the  said  contract  that  the 
ratifications  thereof  shall  be  exchanged  in  nine  months 
from  the  date,  or  sooner,  if  possible — 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  prepare  and  lay  before 
Congress  the  form  of  a  ratification. 

A  letter  of  8th  October,  1783,  from  the  honourable 
J.  Adams,  was  read,  accompanied  with  a  certified  copy 
of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of  a  con?en« 
tion  respecting  recaptured  vessels,  agreed  to  between 
their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the  Neth* 
eriands  and  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  said 
^th  day  of  October,  1782. 

JANUARY  22,  1783. 

The  form  of  a  ratification  being  brought  in  and 
agreed  (o,  the  contract  between  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty and  the  United  Slates  of  America,  entered  into 
on  the  16th  July,  1782,  was  ratified  as  follows  : 


lias.]  ItMtnON  APFAHUL  «A 

The  United  States  io  Coagrets  assembled—To  all 
who  shall  see  these  presents^  send  greeting* 

Whereas  Benjamin  Franklin,  our  minister  pleaipo* 
tentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  in  pursuance  of  the 
powers  in  him  vested,  did  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two,  with  Charles  Gravier  de  Vergennes, 
frc*  counsellor  of  the  king  in  all  his  councils,  com- 
mander of  his  orders,  minister  and  secretary  of  state, 
&c.  vested  with  full  powers  of  his  most  christian  ma* 
jesty  for  the  purpose,  enter  into,  conclude  and  sign  a 
contract  between  his  most  christian  majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  in  the  words  follow* 
ing,  to  wit : 

Du  16  Juillet,  1783« 

Contrat  entre  le  Roi,  et  les  treixe  Etats  Unis  de 
PAm^rique  Septentrionale* 

Le  roi  ayant  bien  voulu  avoir  <gard  aux  demandes 
qui  lui  ont  ^t^  faites,  au  nom,  et  de  la  part  des  Provin- 
ces Unies  de  I'Am^rique  Septentrionale,  de  les  assister 
dans  Petat  de  guerre  et  d'invasion,  oik  elles  g^missent 
depuis  plusieurs  ann^es,  et  sa  majesty  apris  avoir 
&it  avec  les  dites  provinces  conf^derees  un  traiti 
d'amiti^  et  de  commerce  en  date  du  6  F^vrier,  1778} 
ayant  eu  la  bont^  de  les  soutenir  non  seulement  par 
ses  forces  de  terre  et  de  mer,  mais  encore  par  des 
avances  des  secours  p^cuniaires  aussi  abondanta 
qu'efficaces  dans  la  crise  et  le  besoin  oii  elles  ^taient 
T^uites,  il  a  ^t^  jug6  convenable  et  necessaire  d^  ^ons« 
later  d'une  maniire  positive  le  montant  des  dites  ava»-  • 
voii.  IIS.  35 


ces;  let  conditions  sons  lesquelles  le  roi  s'est  port6  a 
les  faire  ;  les  ^poqties  ^atqlielfes  le  Congr^  des  dits 
Eiats  Untf ,  i'est  engag^  de  les  rembburser  an  tresor 
royal  de  »a  majeste,  et  d^clairer  tnfin  ceiobjcl  de 
maniire  il  pr^venir  daDS  Pavtsnir  iootes  diflkaltes  ca- 
pablet  d'all^rer  la  bonne  hartnooie  que  sa  majette  est 
resolve  de  maintentr  et  consenrer  entre  elle  et  let  dits 
Etats  Uofis.  •  Poar  retnpTir  on  dessein  aussi  louablei  et 
daoe  ia  vua  d'aflfertnir  les  liens  de  commerce  et  d'aini- 
ti^  qai  sobttetent  enire  sa  majesi^  et  les  dils  Etats 
Unit,  noas,  Charlea  Gravier  de  Vergeane^,  Iec*  coi- 
seiller  da  roi  en  toue  ses  conseils,  commaodeur  de 
■es  erdres,  ministre  et  secr^aire  d'etat  et  de  aes  cem- 
mandemenis  et  finances,  muni  des  pleins  pouroirs  de 
sa  majesty  a  nous  donnes  a  Peffet  des  pr^atea : 

Et  nous,  Benjamin  FrankliUi  ministre  pl^nipoteo- 
tiaire  des  Etats  Unis  de  PAm^rique  Septentrionale  pi- 
reHlement  muni  de  poovoir^  du  Congrte  des  dils  ^tats 
au  m^me  effet  des  pr^senies,  apr^  nous  #tre  duement 
communiques  nos  poavoirs  respcctifs,  avons  arr6t^  les 
articles  qui  suivent* 

ARTICLE    I. 

U  2^  Hi  cakole  et  verifie  que  les  soromes  avanc^es  a 
titre  de  pr^t  par  sa  majeste  au  Congr^s  des  dits  Etats 
Unis,  pendant  les  annees  1778,  1779, 1780,  1781,  et 
la  pr^sente,  1782,  montent  a  |a  somme  de  diz-huit 
millions  de  livres,  (argent  de  France,)  suivant  vingt  et 
une  reconnaissances  ci-dessous  mcntionnees  que  le 
ministre  soussign^  du  Coogr^s  en  a  foumi  en  vertu  de 
ses  pouvoirs« 


W3.} 
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6AYOIR  ; 

Ld  !*'•  dii  88  F6?rier  1778  49 
U    2«.dQl8aiai         Id. 
La    3<».     3  Aoat  Id. 

La   4*.     l^'NoTcmbreld. 

La  6S  10  Jain  1779 

La  6*.  16  Ssptembre  M« 

La  7^  4  06t*bro     Id. 

L»  8S  fil  D^erobre  Id« 


U   9*» 

Uio\ 

Lais*. 
Ll|13^. 

U  !*•. 
La  16% 
Lal7\ 
La  18-. 


39  Fevrier     1780 
Sd  Mai  Id. 

21  Juia  Id. 

5  OcU>brc       Id. 
37  Noyambr^  Id* 


]5  Fevrier 
15  Mai 
15  Aout 
1«'  Aout 


1781 
Id. 
Id. 
Id. 


15  Novembr^  Id. 


Ul9*.     lOAvril        1782 
La  30%     l^'Juillet      Id. 
Ld31%    5dudit|Qpis 


7&o/m 

7AO,090 
75Q,00Q 
750,000 

250,000 
850,000 
2^0,000 
S«0,00Q 

750,000 
750,0PP 
750,000 
750,000 
1,000,000 

750,000 
750,000 
750,000 
1,000.000 
750,000 

1,500,000 
l,50p,000 
3,000,000 


Soiniiie  ^gale  I  celle,  ct^^desstis 
dt  dix^hoit  milKotift  cr 


3,000,000 


i,090,ogf 


4,000,000 


4,000,000 


6,000,000 
18,000,000 


Par  leirqaelles  reeonmaissatices  fe  minbtre  tus  dtt  H 
pfomis  a«  nom  da  Congrts  et  toiidairement  notir  les 
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treise  Etftts  Udis,  faire  payer  et  remboarter  an  Iretor 
royal  de  aa  majesty  le  premier,  Janvier,  1 788,  aa  domi* 
cile  do  S\  Grand,  banquier,  i  Paris,  la  dite  aomme 
de  diz-buit  millions  (argent  de  France)  avec  les  int^ 
r*U  a  cinq  pour  cent^  Pan* 

ARTICLE   It. 

Consid^rant  que  le  remboariement  d^un  capital 
aussi  consid<^rable  en  un  seul  tenne  stipule  au  pre* 
mier  Janvier,  1788,  g^nerait  infioiment  les  operations 
de  la  finance  du  Congr^  des  dits  Etats  Unis,  et  serait 
m^me  peut-^tre  tmpraticable  sur  ce  pied,  sa  majesty  a 
bien  voulu  par  ce  motif  d^roger,  a  cet  ^gard,  i  la  teneur 
des  reconnaissances  que  le  minislre  du  Congris  a 
foumies,  de  dix-huit  millions  de  livres  toumois  6Bon« 
c^es  en  Particle  ci-dessus,  et  consemir  que  le  rem* 
boursement  de  ce  capital  soit  fait  en  argent  comptant 
i  son  tr^sor  royal  i  Paris,  en  douze  enn^es  seulement, 
i  commencer  de  la  trobiime  apr^s  Pepoque  de  la 
pail. 

AftTICtB    til* 

Quoique  les  reconnaissances  du  ministre  du  Con* 
gr^  des  dits  Etals  Unis,  portent  que  les  diz-huit 
millions  de  livres  dont  il  s'agit  seront  payes  et  rem* 
bours^  au  tri^sor  royal  avec  les  inter^ts  a  cioq  pour 
tent  PaO)  aa  majesty  voulant  donner  aus  Etats  Unis 
une  nouvelle  preuve  de  son  affection  et  de  son  amitie, 
tile  a  bien  voulu  Mre  don  et  remise  de  la  tofalite 
dea  trriragts  des  intertts  echus  jusqu^a  ce  jour,  et 
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4e  ceux  i  eebeoir  jutqaU  P^poque  dn  Ireit^  de  paix ; 
iaveur  que  le  ministre  du  Ckingria  recenDait  emaoer 
de  la  pure  oiqiiificence  du  roi  et  la  recevoir  au  Qom 
dee  dil8  Etata  Uoisy  avec  oae  profonde  et  vive  recon- 
Daissaoce* 


ARTICLE   It* 

Le  remboorsement  des  dix-buit  mtttioAS  de  livres 
lonrDoift  dont  il  a'agit,  aera  fait  en  ai^nt  comptant  au 
tresor  royal  de  ta  majeste  la  Paris  ea  douze  parlies 
%ales,  et  auz  termes  stipules  en  Parti<;Ie  2  qi-dessus* 
Las  int^r^ts  de  la  dite  aooime  a  cinq  pour  cent  Pan 
commenceront  seuleaient  tl  courir  de  I'epoque  du 
traite  de  pais;  seront  acquiti^s  i  cbaque  terme  de 
reoaboursement  partiel  du  capital,  et  diminueront  a 
nesure  et  en  proportion  des  payements.;  le  Congris  et 
les  dits  Etats  Unis  restant  au  surplus  libres  de  devan- 
cer  le  tera»e  de  leur  liberation  par  des  remboursements 
anticipes,  au  cas  que  la  situation  de  leurs  finances  leur 
en  donn&t  la  facilite. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Quoique  Pemprunt  de  <:ioq  millions  de  .florins  de 
Hollande  consenti  par  les  ^tats  g^rauz  des  Provin* 
ces  Unies  des  pays  bas,  ^px  termes  de  I'obligation 
passee  le^  Novembre^  1781,  entre  sa  majesty  et  les  dits 
i^tats  gen^rauz  a  ^le  stipule  sous  le  nom  de-sa  majesty,  et 
garanti  par  elle,  il  est  neanmoins  reconnu  par  ces  pr^- 
sentes  que  le  dit  emprunt  a  et^  fait  reellement  pour  le 
compte  et  le  service  des  Etats  Unis  de  PAm^rique 
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Septentriofiale  eC  que  le  capita),  montant  par  ^taloatioa 
mod^rte  ^  la  somme  de  dis  milKonfl  it  Hvrea  tonrnaia 
an  a  6le  pay^e  aos  dits  Ekati  Unia  taiTaot  la  recoa* 
naissance  du  solde  de  la  dite  tanme  que  le  minislpa 
aoussign^  do  Congr^  en  a  fourni  le  sept  Join  dernier. 

ARTIClit    ▼!• 

Par  la  conrention  da  dit  jour  0  Nerembrei  1781, 
le  roi  a  bien  vdohi  promettra  et  s'engager  de  foumir  el 
r^lkoer  ao  comptoir  g^n^ral  des  ^tats  gen^rauz  dea 
pays  bat,  le  capital  du  dit  etnprunt  avec  lee  int^r^ta 
i  qaaire  pour  cent  par  an,  sans  aucen  fiais  ou  dMue* 
tions  qoelconques  pour  les  pr^teurs,  de  maniire  que  le 
dit  capital  soit  enti^reflieot  rembours^  apr^  Pespace 
de  quhnce  annees ;  Les  remboursements  deVant  se  faire 
ea  diz  terraes  ^gauz,  dent  le  premier  echerra  dans  la 
sixt^me  aan^e  A  compter  de  la  date  du  dit  emprunt  et 
ainsi  de  suite  d'ann^e  en  ann^e  juaqu'au  rembourse- 
ment  final  de  la  susdite  somme  ;  mais  il  a  4ih  pareitle- 
ment  reconnu  par  le  present  acte,  que  cet  engagement 
n'a  et^  pris  par  le  roi  a  la  pri^re  du  ministre  soussign^ 
des  Etats  Unis,  que  sous  la  promesse  par  lui  faite  au . 
nom  du  Congr^s  et  solidairement  pour  les  treize  Etats 
Unis  de  faire  rembourser  et  restitoer  au  tr^or  royal 
de  sa  majesty  i  Paris,  le  capital,  les  mter^ts  et  frats  da 
dit  emprunt  suivant  les  conditions  et  aux  ^poques  Az^es 
par  la  conrentiott  susdite  do  5  Novembre,  1781* 
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ARTICLE    VII* 

It  a  ^t^  arr£t^  en  consequence  et  convenu  que  la 
sottraie  de  diz  millions  de  tivres  lournois  formant  par 
moderation  le  principal  de  I^emprunt  de  cinq  millions 
de  florins  de  Hollande,  ci-dessos  mcntionn^,  sera  rem- 
bouTste  et  restitute  en  argent  comptant  au  tr^tor  royal 
de  «a  majeste  a  Paris  avec  les  iift^rfits  i  quatre  pour 
cent  par  an,  en  diz  parties  ^gales  d^un  million  cha* 
cune  et  en  diz  terme  dont  le  premier  ^cberra  le  5  No* 
vembre  de  ^annee,  1 787 ;  le  second  au  5  Novembre, 
17M,  et  ainsi  de  suite  d^ann^e  en  ann6e  jusqu'au  retri- 
boursement  final  de  la  sus-dite  somme  de  diz  millfons, 
les  int^r^ts  dimitiuant  i  mesure  et  en  proportion  des 
remboursemens  partiels  du  capital ;  mais  par  one  suite 
des  sentimens  d'affection  du  roi,  pour  les  Etats  Unis 
de  PAm^rique,  sa  majeste  a  bien  voulu  prendre  i  sa 
cfanrge  les  frais  de  commission  et  de  banque  du  dit 
emprunt,  d^quek  frais  sa  majeste  a  fait  don  et  re- 
mise aux  diis  etfrts,  ce  que  leur  ministre  soussign^  a 
accept^  avec  reconnaissance  au  nom  du  Congr^s 
comme  une  nouvelle  marque  de  la  gen^rosile  et  de 
Pamitie  de  sa  majeste  pour  les  dils  Etats  Unis. 

ARTICLE  viii. 

A'  P^gard  des  inl^r^ts  du  dit  emprunt,  pendant  les 
cinq  ann^es  qui  pr€cederont  celle  du  premier  terme  de 
remboursement  du  capital,  comme  le  roi  s'est  engage 
i  les  payer  au  comptoir  general  des  etats  g^nerauz  des 
pays  bas  sur  le  pied  de  quatre  pour  cent  par  an  et 
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d'annle  en  ann^e  i  compter  du  cinq  Novembre,  1781, 
tuivant  la  convention  du  m^me  jour,  le  ministre  da 
Congr^s  reconnait  que  la  restitution  en  est  due  i  sa 
roajeste,  par  les  Ctats  Unis,  et  s'engage  au  nom  desdits 
^tats  a  les  faire  payer  et  rembourser  aux  m^mei 
^poques  et  sur  le  m^me  pied  au  tresor  royal  de  sa  ma- 
jeste  la  premise  ann6e  d'arrerages  d'int^r^t  devant 
^tre  acquitt^e  le  5  Novembre  procbain  etainsi  de  suite 
pendant  chacune  des  cinq  annees  qui  pr6c6deront  celle 
du  premier  terme  de  rembounement  du  capital  fixe  ci- 
dessus  au  5  Novembre,  1 787. 

Les  bautes  parties  contractantes  se  garantissent  r4« 
ciproquement  Pobservation  fiddle  du  present  contral, 
dont  les  ratifications  seront  echangees  dans  Pespace 
de  neuf  mois  i  compter  de  ce  Jour  ou  plus  t6t  s'il  est 
possible*  En  foi  de  quoi,  nous,  pl6nipotentiaires  sus«^ 
dits  de  sa  majeste  tr^  cbr^tienne  et  des  treize  Etats 
Unis  de  PAm^rique  Septentrionale,  en  vertu  de  nos 
pouvoirs  respectifs  avons  sign6  ces  pr^ent^  et  j 
avons  fait  apposer  le  cachet  de  nos  armes. 

Fait  a  Versailles  le  seiziime  jour  du  mois  de  Juillet, 
mil  sept  cent  quatre  vingt  deux. 

GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES.        [l.  s.J 
B.  FRANKLIN,  [l.  s-] 
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TRANSLATION* 

A  CoDtracI  between  the  King  aad  the  thirteen  Uni* 
ted  States  of  North  America^  entered  ifito  by  the 
CooRt  de  Vergennes  and  Mr.  Franklin,  16th  July,. 
1782. 

The  king  having  been  pleased  to  attend  to  the  re- 
quest made  to  him  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  North  America  for  assistance  in  the 
war  and  invasion  under  which  they  had  for  several  years 
groaned ;  and  his  majesty,  after  entering  into  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  said  confederated 
provinces,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  having  had 
the  goodneiss  to  support  them  not  only  with  his  forces 
by  land  and  sea,  but  also  with  advances  of  money  as 
abundant  as  they  were  effectual  in  the  critical  situation 
to  which  their  affairs  were  reduced  :  It  has  been  judg- 
ed proper  and  necessary  to  state  exactly  the  amount 
of  those  advances,  the  conditions  on  which  the  king 
made  them,  the  periods  at  which  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  have  engaged  to  repay  them  to  his  ma- 
jesty^s  royal  treasury ;  and  in  fine,  to  state  this  matter 
in  such  a  way  as  for  the  future  to  prevent  all  difficul- 
ties capable  of  interrupting  the  good  harmony  which 
his  majesty  is  resofved  to  maintain  and  preserve  be- 
tween him  and  the  said  United  States.  For  exe- 
cuting so  laudable  a  purpose,  and  with  a  view  to 
strengthen  the  bands  of  amity  and  commerce  which 
subsist  between  his  majesty  and  the  said  United 
States — We,  Charles  Gravier  de  Vergennes,  &c.  coun- 
sellor of  the  king  in  all  his  councils,  commander  of  his 
VOL.  III.  36 
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orders,  minister  and  secretary  of  state,  and  of  hb 
commands  and  finances,  vested  with  full  powers  of  his 
majesty  to  us  given  for  this  purpose :  and  we,  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  in  like  manner  vested  widi 
fall  powers  of  the  Congress  of  the  said  states  for  the 
present  purpose,  after  duly  communicating  our  respec- 
tive powers,  have  agreed  to  the  following  articles : 

ARTICLE  1. 

It  is  agreed  and  certified,  that  the  sums  advanced  by 
his  majesty  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  under 
the  title  pf  a  loan,  in  the  years  1778,  1779,  1780^ 
1781,  and  the  present  1782,  amount  to  the  sum  of 
eighteen  millions  of  livres,  money  of  France,  accord- 
ing to  the  following  twenty-on^  receipts  of  the  above- 
mentioned  underwritten  minister  of  Congress,  given  in 
virtue  of  his  full  powers,  to  wit : 


u 

28  February, 

1778, 

750,000 

2* 

19  May, 

do. 

750,000 

3. 

3  August, 

do* 

750,000 

4. 

1  November, 
10  June, 

do. 
1779, 

750,000 

5. 

250,000 

6. 

16  September, 

do. 

250,000 

7. 

4  October, 

do. 

250,000 

8. 

21  December, 
29  February, 

do. 
1780, 

250,000 

9. 

750,000 

0. 

23  May, 

do. 

750,000 

3,000,000 


1,000,000 
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11,  21  June,  1780,  750,000 

13.     5  October,         do.  750,000 

13.  27  November,     do.  1,000,000 


14. 

15  February, 

1781, 

750,000 

15. 

15  May, 

do. 

750,000 

J6. 

15  August, 

do. 

750,000 

17. 

1  August, 

do. 

1,000,000 

18. 

15  November, 
10  April, 

do. 
1782, 

750,000 

19. 

M00,000 

20. 

1  July, 

do. 

1,500,000 

21. 

5  Of  the  same 

month. 

3,000,000 

4,000,000 


4,000,000 


6,000,000 
Amounting  in  the  whole  to  — _. 

eighteen  millions,  viz.  18,000,000 

'  By  which  receipts  the  said  minister  has  promised, 
in  the  name  of  Congress  and  in  behalf  of  the  thirteen 
United  States,  to  cause  to  be  paid  and  reimbursed  to 
the  royal  treasury  of  his  majesty,  on  the  first  of  Janua> 
ry,  1788,  at  the  house  of  his  grand  [of  the  ^ieur  grand] 
banker  at  Paris,  the  said  sum  of  eighteen  millions 
money  of  France,  with  interest  at  five  per  cent,  per 
annum. 


ARTICLE    II. 

Considering  that  the  payment  of  so  large  a  capital 
at  the  one  stipulated  period,  the  first  of  January,  1788, 
may  greatly  injure  the  finances  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  even  impracti- 
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cable  on  that  fooling,  his  mtjealy  has  been  pleastd 
for  that  reason  to  recede  in  that  respect  from  the  tenor 
of  the  receipts  which  the  minister  of  Congress  has 
given  for  the  eighteen  millions  livres  toumois  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  article,  and  has  consented  that 
the  payment  of  the  capital  in  ready  money  at  the  royal 
treasury  be  in  twelve  equal  payments  of  1,500,000 
livres  each,  and  in  twelve  years  only,  to  commence 
from  the  third  year  after  a  peace. 

ARTICLE    III* 

Although  the  receipts  of  the  minister  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  specify  that  the  eighteen 
millions  of  livres  above  mentioned  are  to  be  paid  at 
the  royal  treasury,  with  interest  at  five  per  cent*  per 
annum,  his  majesty,  being  willing  to  give  the  said 
United  Slates  a  new  proof  of  his  affection  and  friend* 
ship,  has  been  pleased  to  make  a  present  of,  and  to 
forgive  the  whole  arrears  of  interest  to  this  day,  and 
from  thence  to  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  treaty  of 
peace ;  a  favour  which  the  minister  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  acknowledges  to  flow  from  the  pure 
bounty  of  the  king,  and  which  he  accepts  in  the  name 
of  the  said  United  States  with  profound  ^nd  lively 
acknowledgments. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

The  payment  of  the  said  eighteen  million  of  livres 
toumois  shall  be  in  ready  money  at  the  royal  treasury 
of  his  majesty  at  Paris,  in  twelve  equal  parts,  and  at 
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the  terms  stipulated  in  the  above  second  article.  The 
interest  of  the  said  sum,  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum, 
shall  commence  with  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
and  shall  be  paid  at  every  period  of  the  partial  pay* 
ments  of  the  capital,  and  shall  diminish  in  proportion 
with  the  payments*  The  Congress  of  the  said  United 
States  being  left,  however,  at  liberty  to  free  themselves 
sooner  from  this  obligation  by  anticipated  payments, 
in  case  the  state  of  their  finances  will  admit. 


ARTICLE   v. 

Although  the  loan  of  five  millions  of  florins  of  HoU 
land,  agreed  to  by  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  on  the  terms  of  the  ob* 
ligation  passed  on  the  5th  of  November,  1781,  be« 
tween  his  majesty  and  the  said  states  general,  has 
been  made  in  bis  majesty^s  name,  and  guarantied  by 
him,  it  is  nevertheless  acknowledged  by  these  pre- 
sents,  that  the  said  loan  was  made  in  reality  on  account 
and  for  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  and  that  the  capital,  amounting  at  a  moderate 
valuation  to  the  sum  of  ten  millions  livres  tournois,  has 
been  paid  to  the  said  United  States  agreeably  to  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  given  by  the 
undersigned  minister  of  Congress,  the  seventh  day  of 
June  last. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

By  the  convention  of  the  said  5th  of  November, 
1781,  the  king  has  been  pleased  to  promise  and  en* 
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gage  to  furnish  and  pay,  at  the  general  counter  of  the 
states  general  of  the  Netherlands,  the  capital  of  the 
said  loan  with  the  interest  at  4  per  cent*  per  annum, 
without  any  charge  or  deduction  whatever  to  the  len* 
ders,  so  that  the  said  capital  shall  be  wholly  repaid  af- 
ter the  space  of  five  years,  the  payments  to  be  made  in 
ten  equal  periods,  the  first  of  which  to  commence  the 
sixth  year  from  the  date  of  the  loan,  and  afterwards 
firom  year  to  year  to  the  final  payment  of  the  said  sum. 
But  it  is  in  like  manner  acknowledged  by  this  act,  that 
this  engagement  was  entered  into  by  the  king  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  undersigned  minister  of  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  promise  by  him  made  in  the  name  of  Con- 
gress, and  on  behalf  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  reimbursed  and  paid  at  the  royal  treasury 
of  his  majesty  at  Paris,  the  capital,  interest,  and  cost  of 
the  said  loan,  according  to  the  conditions  and  terms 
fixed  by  the  said  convention  of  the  5th  of  November, 
1781. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

It  is  accordingly  agreed  and  settled,  that  the  sum  of 
ten  millions  livres  tournois,  being  by  a  moderate  com- 
putation the  principal  of  the  loan  of  five  millions  of 
Holland  florins  abovementioned,  shall  be  reimbursed 
and  paid  in  ready  money  at  the  royal  treasury  of  his 
majesty  at  Paris,  with  the  interest  at  four  per  cent,  per 
annum,  in  ten  equal  payments  of  one  million  each,  and 
in  ten  terms,  the  first  of  which  shall  be  on  the  5th  of 
November,  1 787,  and  the  second  the  5th  November, 
1788,  and  so  from  year  to  year  till  the  final  payment  of 
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the  said  sam  of  ten  millions,  the  interest  lessening  in 
proportion  with  the  partial  payments  of  the  capital. 
But  in  consequence  of  the  king^s  affection  for  the  Unit- 
ed States,  his  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  charge 
himself  with  the  expense  of  commissions  aiid  bank  for 
the  said  loan,  of  which  expenses  his  majesty  has  made 
.a  present  to  the  United  States ;  and  this  their  under- 
signed minister  accepts,  with  thanks,  in  the  name  of 
Congress,  as  a  new  proof  of  his  majesty^s  generosity 
and  friendship  for  the  said  United  States. 


ARTICLE    VIII. 

With  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  said  loan  during  the 
five  years  preceding  the  first  term  of  payment  of  the 
capital,  as  ti^e  king  has  engaged  to  pay  it  at  the  gene- 
ral counter  of  the  states  general  of  the  Netherlands  at 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  yearly  and  every  year,  count- 
ing from  the  5th  November,  1781,  according  to  the 
convention  of  that  day,  the  minister  of  Congress  ac- 
knowledges that  the  repayment  of  that  is  due  to  his 
majesty  by  the  United  States  ;  and  he  engages  in  the 
name  of  the  said  United  States  to  cause  payment  there- 
of to  be  made,  at  the  same  time  and  at  the  same  rate, 
at  the  royal  treasury  of  his  majesty,  the  first  year's  in- 
terest to  be  paid  the  5th  of  November  next,  and  so 
yearly  during  the  five  years  preceding  the  first  term  for 
the  payment  of  the  capital,  fixed  as  above  on  the  5th  of 
November,  1787. 

The  high  contracting  parlies  reciprocally  bind  them- 
selves to  the  faithful  observance  of  this  contract,  the 
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ratificatioos  of  which  shall  be  exchanged  in  the  space 
of  nine  months  from  this  day>  or  sooner  if  posaiUe. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  said  plenipotentiaries 
of  his  most  christian  majesty,  and  the  thirteen 
United  States  of  North  America,  in  virtue  of  oar 
respective  powers,  have  signed  these  presents,  and 
thereunto  fixed  the  seal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Versailles,  the  sixteenth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two. 
(Signed,)    GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES.  [l.  s.] 

B.  FRANKLIN,  [l.s.] 

Now  KNOW  TB,  That  we  the  said  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  impressed  with  a  most  lively 
sense  of  the  generosity  and  affection  manifested  by  his 
most  christian  majesty  in  the  above  contract,  bare  rati* 
fied  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  ratify  and 
confirm  the  said  contract,  and  every  article  and  clause 
thereof.  And  we  do  hereby  empower  our  minniet 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles  to  deliver  this 
our  act  of  ratification  in  exchange  for  the  ratification 
of  the  said  contract  on  the  part  of  his  most  christian 
majesty. 

In  testimony  whereofj  we  have  caused  our  seal  to 
be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness  his  excellency 
Ellas  Boudinot,  President,  this  twenty-second 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  and  of  our  sovereignty  and  indepen- 
dence, the  seventh. 
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JANUARY  23,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  commUtee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Madison,  Mr*  Hamilton  and  Mr*  Ellsworth,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  letter  of  the  8lh  of  October,  1782, 
from  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  with 
copies  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of  a 
convention  concerning  vessels  recaptured. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, and  the  said  convention  concerning  vessels  re- 
captured, between  their  high  mightinesses  the  states 
general  of  the  Netherlands  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  dated  at  the  Hague,  Che  8th  day  of  October, 
1782,  be  accepted  and  ratified  in  the  forms  following : 

The  United  States-  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled— To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,.  Greeting. 

Whereas  by  our  commission  dated  at  Philadelphia, 
the  twemy-ninth  day  of  December,  1780^  Jobii  Adams^ 
formerly  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts,  &c.  was 
Aomiaaied  and  constiioted  our  minister^  with  fuU 
powers  oo  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  concert  and  conclude  with  persons  equally  em- 
powered on  the  part  of  their  high  mightinesses  the 
states  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  having  for  its  basis,  the  most 
perfect  equality,  and  for  its'  object,  the  mutual  advan- 
tage of  the  parties,  we  promising  in  good  faith  to  ratify 
whatever  should  be  transacted  by  virtue  of  the  said 
commission  :  And  whereas  our  said  minister,  in  pur- 
suance of  his  iuU  powers,  at  the  Hague,  on  the  8th  day 
VOL*  III*  37 
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of  October,  1782,  with  George  Van  Randwyck,  &c» 
&c.  plenipotentiaries,  named  for  that  purpose,  on  the 
part  of  their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  did  conclude  and  sign,  on  the  part 
of  their  said  high  mightinesses,  &c.  and  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  a  treatj  of  amity  and  commerce  m 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

A  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between  their 
High  Mightinesses  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  wit  i  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con- 
necticut, New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina  and  Geoi^ia*. 

Their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  wit,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
desiring  to  ascertain,  in  a  permanent  and  equitable 
manner,  the  rules  to  be  observed  relative  to  the  com* 
merce  and  correspondence  which  they  intend  to  es- 
tablish between  their  respective  states,  countries  and 
inhabitants,  have  judged  that  the  said  end  cannot  be 
better  obtained,  than  by  establishing  the  most  perfect 
equality  and  reciprocity  for  the  basis  of  their  agree- 
ment, and  by  avoiding  all  those  burdensome  preferen- 
ces, which  are  usually  the  sources  of  debate,  embar- 
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rassment  and  discontent ;  by  leaving  also  each  party 
at  liberty  to  make  respecting  commerce  and  navigation 
such  ulterior  regulations  as  it  shall  find  roost  conve- 
nient to  itself,  and  by  founding  the  advantages  of 
commerce  solely  upon  reciprocal  utility  and  the  just 
rules  of  free  intercourse,  reserving  withal  to  each 
party,  the  liberty  of  admitting  at  its  pleasure  other  na- 
tions to  a  participation  of  the  same  advantages. 

On  these  principles  their  said  high  mightinesses  the 
states  general  of  the  tTnited  Netherlands  have  named 
for  their  plenipotentiaries  from  the  midst  of  their  as- 
sembly, messieurs  their  deputies  for  the  foreign  af- 
fairs ;  and  the  said  United  States  of  America,  on  their 
part,  have  furnished  with  full  powers  Mr.  John  Adams, 
late  commissioner  of  the  United  States  of  America  at 
the  court  of  Versailles,  heretofore  delegate  in  Congress 
from  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  chief  justice 
of  the  said  state,  who  have  agreed  and  concluded  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

ARTICLE    I. 

There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  universal  peace 
and  sincere  friendship  between  their  high  mightinesses 
the  lords  the  states  general  of  the  United  Netherlands 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  between  the 
subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  parties,  and  be- 
tween the  countries,  islands,  cities  and  places  situated 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  United  Netherlands 
and  the  said  United  States  of  America,  their  subjects 
and  inhabitants  of  every  degree,  without  exception  of 
persons  or  places. 
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ARTICLE  IK 


The  Mibjeclfl  of  the  aaidAtatet  general  of  (he  United 
Nettieriands  shall  paj  in  the  ports,  havenfi,  roads, 
countries,  islands,  citiee  or  places  of  the  United  Stales 
of  America,  or  anj  of  them,  no  other  nor  greater  duties 
or  imposts,  of  whatever  nature  or  denomination  ibey 
nay  be,  than  those  which  the  nations  the  most  favoured 
are,  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they  shall  enjoy 
all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  ex* 
emptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  which 
the  said  nations  do  or  shall  enjoy,  whether  in  passing 
from  one  port  to  another  in  the  said  states,  or  in  going 
from  any  of  those  ports  to  any  foreign  port  of  the 
world,  or  frooi  any  foreign  port  of  the  world  tp  any  of 
those  ports. 


ARTICLE    III* 


The  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States  of  America  shall  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads, 
countries,  islands,  cities  or  places  of  the  said  United 
Netherlands,  or  any  of  them,  do  other  nor  greater  du- 
ties  or  imposts  of  whatever  nature  or  deaominatioo 
they  may  be,  than  those  which  the  nations  most  fa- 
voured are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and  they  shall 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immuoitiea 
and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce, 
which  the  said  nations  do  or  shall  enjoy,  woether  'm 
passing  from  one  port  to  another  in  the  said  states,  or 
from  any  one  towards  any  one  of  those  ports,  from  or  to 


1T«9.]  FOBJSIQJI  AFTAUM.  fin 

any  foreign  poK  of  the  wori4 ;  aod  the  Uoiied  SuUii 
of  America,  wiib  their  subjects  and  inhabilaotfy  sbaU 
leave  io  those  of  their  high  mightinessi^  the  peaceable 
eoj^yipent  of  their  rigjhu  io  (he  couiitriea«  jslaoda  and 
seas  ia  the  £a^t  a^d  West  ladies*  without  aoy  hio* 
drance  or  (nolestation. 


ARTICLE    IT. 

There  shall  be  an  entire  and  perfect  liberty  of  con- 
science allowed  to  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  each 
party,  and  to  their  families,  and  no  one  shall  be  mo* 
lested  in  regard  to  his  worship,  provided  he  submits, 
as  to  the  publickdemoostration  of  it,  to  (he  laws  of  the 
country.  There  shall  be  given  moreover,  liberty, 
when  any  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  either  party  shall 
die  in  the  territory  of  the  other,  to  bury  them  in  the 
usual  burying  places,  or  in  decent  and  convenient 
grounds  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose^  as  occasion 
may  require ;  and  the  dead  bodies  of  those  who  are 
buried  shall  not,  in  any  wise,  be  molested.  And  (be 
two  contracting  parties  shalKprovide,  each  one  in  his 
jurisdiction,  that  their  respective  subjects  and  inhabi- 
tants may  henceforward  obtain  the  requisite  certificates 
ia  ca#es  of  deaths  in  which  tbey  shall  be  interested. 


ARTICLE    V. 

Theiff  high  mightinesses  the  states  genera}  of  the 
UailAd  Netherlands*  and  the  United  States  of  Americaf 
shall  endeavour,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  to 
defend  and  protect  all  vesAshs  and  other  ^ecU  belong* 
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ing  to  their  subjects  and  iohabilants  respectively,  or  to 
any  of  tbem,  in  their  ports,  roads,  havens,  internal  seaa, 
passes,  rivers,  and  as  far  as  their  jurisdiction  extends  at 
sea ;  and  to  recover  and  cause  to  be  restored  to  the 
true  proprietors,  their  agents,  or  attorneys,  all  such 
vessels  and  effects,  which  shall  be  taken  under  their 
jurisdiction*  And  their  vessels  of  war  and  convoys, 
in  cases  when  they  may  have  a  common  enemy,  shall 
take  under  their  protection  all  the  vessels  belonging  to 
the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either  party  which  shall 
not  be  laden  with  contraband  goods,  according  to  the 
description  which  shall  be  made  of  them  hereafter,  for 
places  with  which  one  of  the  parties  is  in  peace  and 
the  other  at  war,  nor  destined  for  any  place  blocked, 
and  which  shall  hold  the  same  course,  or  follow  the 
same  route ;  and  they  shall  defend  such  vessels  as  long 
as  they  shall  hold  the  same  course  or  follow  the  same 
route,  against  all  attacks,  force  and  violence  of  the  com- 
mon enemy,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  ought  to  pro- 
tcct  and  defend  the  vessels  belonging  to  their  own 
respective  subjects. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

The  subjects  of  the  contracting  parties  may,  on  one 
side  and  on  the  other,  in  the  respective  countries  and 
states,  dispose  of  their  effects  by  testament,  donation  or 
otherwise  ;  and  their  heirs,  subjects  of  one  of  the  par- 
ties, and  residing  in  the  country  of  the  other,  or  else- 
where, shall  receive  such  successions,  even  ab  inUsiaiOf 
whether  in  person,  or  by  their  attorney  or  substitute, 
even  although  they  should  not  have  obtained  letters  of 
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naturalization,  without  having  the  effect  of  such  con- 
mission  contested  under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  pre- 
rogatives of  any  province,  city  or  private  person ;  and 
if  the  heirs,  to  whom  such  successions  may  have  fieil- 
len,  shall  be  minors,  the  tutors  or  curators,  established 
by  the  .judge  domiciliary  of  the  said  minors,  may  go- 
vern, direct,  administer,  sell  and  alienate  the  effects 
fallen  to  (he  said  minors  by  inheritance ;  and,  in  gene- 
ral, in  relation  to  the  said  successions  and  effects,  use 
all  the  rights  and  fulfil  all  the  functions,  which  belong, 
by  the  dispositions  of  the  laws,  to  guardians,  tutors 
and  curators  :  provided  nevertheless,  that  this  disposi- 
tion cannot  take  place,  but  in  cases  where  the  testator 
shall  not  have  named  guardians,  tutors,  curators,  by 
testament,  codicil,  or  other  legal  instrument. . 

ARTICLE   TII. 

It  shall  be  lawful  and  free  for  the  subjects  of  each 
party  to  employ  such  advocates,  attorneys,  notaries, 
solicitors  or  (actors,  as  they  shall  judge  proper. 


ARTICLE    VIII. 

Merchants,  masters  and  owners  of  ships,  mariners, 
men  of  all  kinds,  ships  'and  vessels  and  all  merchan- 
dises, and  goods  in  general,  and  effects  of  one  of  the 
confederates,  or  of  the  subjects  thereof,  shall  not  be 
seized  or  detained  in  any  of  the  countries,  lands, 
islands,  cities,  places,  ports,  shores  or  dominations  what- 
soever of  the  other  confederate,  for  any  military  expe^ 
ditioo,  publick  or  private  use  of  any  one,  by  arrests. 
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Tkrience,  or  any  colour  thereof;  bmicIi  leti  shall  it  bt 
permilted  to  tbe  lobjtcts  of  either  party  to  take  or 
extort  by  force,  any  thing  firom  the  sab^cts  of  the 
other  party  without  the  conseat  of  the  owner ;  whic^ 
however^  is  not  to  be  andersioad  of  seiaares^  detea^ 
tions  aod arrests,  which  shall  be  osade  by  the  coiMiaiid 
and  authority  of  jmtice,  and  by  the  ordinary  aiethods, 
o»  account  of  debts  or  ciiiiies,  in  respect  whereof  the 
proceeding  most  be  by  way  of  law  according  to  the 
forms  of  jaslke* 

ARTICLE    IX. 

It  is  farther  agreed  and  concluded,  that  it  shall  be 
wholly  free  for  all  merchants,  commanders  of  ships 
and  other  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  contracting 
parties,  in  every  place  subjected  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  two  powers  respectively,  to  manage  themselves 
their  own  business.  And  moreover  as  to  the  ase  of 
Interpreters  or  hrokei»|  as  also  in  relation  to  the  load- 
ing or  unloading  of  their  vessels,  and  every  thing 
which  has  relation  thereto,  they  shall  be,  on  one  side 
and  on  the  other,  considered  and  treated  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  natural  subjects,  or  at  least  upon  an  equality 
with  the  most  favoured  nation* 


ARTICLE  X. 

The  merchant  ships  of  either  of  the  parties  eoanng 
from  the  port  of  an  enemy^  or  from  their  own,  or  a 
neutral  port,  may  navigate  freely  towards  aay  port  of 
an  enemy  of  the  other  ally ;  they  shall  be,  oevertbe- 
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lets,  held,  whenever  it  shall  be  requtred^  to  exhibit,  as 
well  upon  the  high  seas  as  in  the  ports,  their  sea  let* 
ters  and  other  doeuoients,  described  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  article,  stating  expressly  that  their  effects  are  not 
of  the  number  of  those  which  are  prohibited  as  con- 
traband. And  not  ha?ing  any  contraband  goods  for 
an  ttieroy's  port,  they  may  freely  and  without  bin* 
cbance,  pursue  their  voyage  towards  the  poh  of  an 
enemy.  Nevertheless,  it  shall  not  be  required  to  exa- 
mine the  papers  of  vessels  convoyed  by  vessels  of 
war,  but  credence  shall  be  given  to  the  word  of  the 
officer,  who  shall  conduct  the  convoy. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

If  by  exhibiting  the  sea  letters  and  other  documents 
described  more  particularly  in  the  twenty-fifth  article 
of  this  treaty,  the  other  party  shall  discover  there  are 
any  of  those  sorts  of  goods  which  are  declared  pro- 
hibited and  contraband,  and  that  they  are  consigned 
for  a  port  under  the  obedience  of  his  enemy,  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of  such  ship,  nor 
to'  open  any  chest,  coffer,  packs,  casks,  or  other  vessels 
found  therein,  or  to  remove  the  smallest  parcel  of  her 
goods,  whether  the  said  vessel  belongs  to  the  subjects 
of  their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  or  to  the  subjects  or  inhabitants 
of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  unless  the  lading 
be  brought  on  shofe^  in  presence  of  the  officers  of  the 
court  of  admiralty,  and  an  inventory  thereof  made ; 
but  there  shall  be  no  allowance  to  sell,  exchange  or 
alienate  the  same  until  after  that  due  and  lawful  pro« 
VOL.  III.  38 


•Msg  shall  huf  e  heea  bad  agliost  ineh  proUbitdl  gotdb 
QfcoBtralieDd)  and  tfae  coart  ef admiililty,  by  ai  seDtaiict 
l^ronomcedt  sbaH  barie  conflscatad  the  aatnCi  taviag 
always  aa  well  the  ship  icsetf  aa  aay  odwr  gooda  tofud 
^reia^  wbich<  are  to  be  eataemed  free,  and  aiay  not 
be  detahied-oo  fwettnce  of  their  beiag  iafis6Ced  by  the 
l^rohibeted  goods,  much  less  shall  Chey  be  confiacteA 
aa  lawM  priie  ^  but  oo  the  eoDtrary,  wbcQ  by  tbe  Tiai** 
Nation  at  taad  it  efaall  be  fiaand  that  there  aee  no  oon- 
trabend  goods  ia  the  vesael^  and  it  shall  sol  appear  by 
the.  papers,  that  be  who  has  taken  and  canted  in  tha 
vessel  has  been  aMe  to  discover  any  there,  he  onght  U» 
be  condemned  in  all  tbe  charges,  damages  and  inte* 
rests  of  tbem,  which  he  shall  have  caused,  both  to  the 
owner  of  vessels,  and  to  the  owners  and  freighters  of 
xrargoes  with  which  ibey  shall  be  loaded,  by  his  teme- 
rity in  taking  and  carrying  them  in,  declaring  most 
expressty,  that  free  vessels  shall  assare  the  liberty  of 
the  eflfecfs  with  which  they  shall  be  loaded,  and  thai 
this  liberty  shall  extend  itself  equally  to  the  persons 
who  shall  be  found  in  a  free  vessel,  who  may  not  be 
taken  out  of  her,  unless  they  are  military  men  actually 
in  tbe  service  of  ^n  enemy* 

AUTICLE  xiu 

-*  On  tfae  contrary,  h  is  agreed,  that  idiateTer  sbaU  be 
fpund  to  be  laden  by  tbe  subjects  and  inhabitants  oi 
either  party,  on  any  ship  belonging  to  tbe  eneontes  of 
the  Oliver,  or  to  their  subjects,  although  it  be  not  com* 
prebended  under  the  sort  of  prohibited  goods,  the 
«rfaote  diajF  be  confiscated  in  the  same  manner  as  if  K 


Mooged  t6  the  «D«fliy;  ^xeepc,  nevferdieleMi  «uch 
effects  and  merebandKeft  at  were  put  on  board  siicb 
yessel  before  tbe  declaration  of  war,  or  in  ibe  space  of 
six  months  after  it,  which  effects  shall  not  be  in  anj 
manner  subject  to- confiscation,  but  shall  be  faithfully 
and  wttboat  deby  restored  in  nature  to  the  owoers, 
who  shaU  elaiiB  tbem,  or  cause  them  to  be  ctaimei 
before  the  coofiscatran  and  eale,  as  alsa  tkett  pro- 
ceeds, if  the  daim  couM  not  be  made  but  ia  tbe  space 
of  eight  months  after  the  sale,  whicb  oofht  to  be  pub* 
lick :  proWded,^  nevertheless,  that  if  the  said  mercbao- 
dises  are  contraband,  it  stoll  by  nia  naeans  be  lawful  to- 
transport  them  afterwaads  to  any  port  belonging  to 
enemies* 


ARTiCLB  xrir. 

And  that  more  effectual  care  may  be  taRen  for  the 
security  of  subjects  and  people  of  either  party,  that 
they  do  not  suffer  molestation  from  the  vessels  of  war 
or  privateer^  of  the  other  party,  it  shall  be  forbidden 
to  all  eommandera  of  vessels  of  war  and  other  armed 
vessels  of  the  said  states  general  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands,  and  the  said  United  States  of  America,  as  well 
as  to  all  their  officers,  subjects  and  people,  to  give 
any  offence  or  do  any  damage  to  those  of  the  other 
party  \  and  if  they  act  to  the  contrary,  they  shall  be, 
upon  the  first  complaint  which  shall  be  made  of  it, 
being  found  guilty  after  a  just  examination,  punished  by 
their  proper  judges;  and,  moreover,  obliged  to  make 
satisfaction  for  all  damages  and  interests  thereof  by 
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reparati^  imder  pain  and  obligation  of  their  persons 
and  goodsi 


ARTICLE    XlV« 

For  farther  determining  of  what  has  been  said,  aU 
captains  of  pri? ateers  or  fitters-out  of  vessels  armed  for 
war,  under  commission  and  6n  account  of  private  per- 
sons, shall  be  held  before  their  departure,  to  give  suf- 
ficient caution  before  competent  judges,  either  to  be 
entirely  responsible  for  the  malversations  which  they 
may  commit  in  their  cruises  or  voyages,  as  well  as  for 
the  contraventions  of  their  captains  andofficers,  against 
the  present  treaty  and  against  the  ordinances  and  edic^ 
which  shall  be  published  in  consequence  of  and  con- 
formity to  it,  under  pain  of  forfeiture  and  nullity  of  the 
said  commission. 

ARTICLE    XV. 

All  vessels  and  merchandises  of  whatsoever  nature, 
which  shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates 
or  robbers  navigating  the  high  seas  without  requisite 
commission,  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  one  of 
the  two  states,  and  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  offi- 
cers of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  restored  entire  to  the 
true  proprietor  as  soon  as  due  and  sufficient  proofs 
fhall  be  made  concerning  the  property  thereof* 

ARTICLR    XVI. 

ir  any  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  either  of  the 
parties,  their   subjects   or  people,  shall,  within  the 
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coasts  or  dominations  of  the  other,  stick  upon  the 
sands,  or  be  wrecked,  or  suffer  any  oAer  sea  damages, 
all  friendly  assistance  and  relief  shall  be  given  to  the 
persons  shipwrecked,  or  such  as  shall  be  in  danger 
thereof;  and  the  vessels,  effects  and  merchandises,  or  . 
the  part  of  them  which  shall  have  been  saved,  or  the 
proceeds  of  them  if,  being  perishable,  they  shall  have 
been  sold,  being  claimed,  within  a  year  and  a  day,  by 
the  masters  or  owners,  or  by  their  agents  or  attorneys^ 
shall  be  restored,  paying  only  the  reasonable  charges^ 
and  that  which  must  be  paid,  in  the  same  case,  for  the 
salvage  by  the  proper  subjects  of  the  country :  there 
shall  also  be  delivered  them  safe  conducts,  or  pass* 
ports,  for  their  free  and  safe  passage  from  thence,  and 
to  return  each  one  to  his  own  country. 

ABTICLE    XVII. 

In  case  the  subjects  or  people  of  eilher  party,  with 
their  shipping,  whether  publick  and  of  war,  or  private 
and  of  merchants,  be  forced  through  stress  of  weather, 
pursuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any  other  urgent  ne- 
cessity for  seeking  of  shelter  or  harbour,  to  retreat 
and  enter  into  any  of  the  rivers,  creeks,  bays,  ports, 
roads  or  shores  belonging  to  the  other  party,  they  shall 
be  received  with  all  humanity  and  kindness,  and  enjoy 
all  friendly  protection  and  help ;  and  they  shall  be 
permitted  to  refresh  and  provide  themselves,  at  rea- 
sonable rates,  with  victuals  and  all  things  needful  for 
the  sustenance  of  their  persons,  or  reparation  of  their 
ships ;  and  they  shall  no  ways  be  detained  or  hindered 
from  returning  out  of  the  said  ports  or  roads,  but  may 


f«Bi#ve  and  depart  wbea  and  wiiiiber  tbey  plca86i 
witbotti  aay  let  m  hiodraace. 


AATICLC  !tvin. 

For  the  better  promodog  of  cominerce  on  hoth  aidei, 
it  is  agreed,  that  if  a  war  fthould  break  out  between 
tbeir  higb  migbtioesses  the  states  general  of  the  Unitp 
ed  Netherlands  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
there  shall  always  be  granted  to  the  subjects  on  each 
side,  Ibe  term  of  nine  months  after  the  date  of  the  rop* 
turO)  or  the  proclamation  of  war,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  retire  with  their  effects,  end  transport  them  where 
they  please,  which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  do,  as 
well  as  to  sell  or  transport  tbeir  effects  and  goods  in 
all  freedom,  and  without  any  hindrance,  and  without 
being  able  to  proceed,  during  the  said  term  of  nine 
months,  to  any  arrest  of  their  effects,  much  less  of  tbeir 
persons :  on  the  contrary,  there  shall  be  girea  them 
for  their  vessels  and  their  effects,  which  they  would 
carry  away,  passports  and  safe  conducts  for  the  near- 
est ports  of  their  respective  countries,  and  for  the  time 
necessary  for  the  voyage;  and  no  prize  made  at  sea 
shall  be  adjudged  lawfiil,  at  least  if  the  declaratioa  of 
war  was  not  nor  could  not  be  known  in  the  last  port 
which  the  vessel  taken  has  quitted;  but  for  whatever 
may  have  been  taken  from  the  subjects  and  inhabitants 
of  either  party,  and  for  the  offences  which  may  have 
been  given  them  ia  the  interval  of  the  said  terms,  a 
complete  satisfaction  shall  be  given  them. 


tlt3L>  FOMMHAPfifllA 


AETICLS  XIX« 


No  subject  of  their  high  mightinesses  the  states 
general  of  the  United  Netherlands  shall  apply  for  or 
take  any  commission  or  letteis  of  marque  for  arming 
any  ship  or  ships,  to  act  as  prirateers  against  the  said 
United  States  of  America  or  any  of  them,  or  the  sub- 
jects and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States  o^  any 
of  them,  or  against  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of 
any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  state  w|th  which  the 
said  United  States  of  America  may  happen  to  be  at 
war;  nor  shall  any  subject  or  inhabitant  of  the  said 
United  States  of  America  or  any  of  them,  apply  for 
or  take  any  commission  or  letters  of  marque  for  arm- 
ing any  ship  or  ships  to  act  as  privateers  against  the 
high  and  mighty  lords  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  or  against  the  subjects  of  their  high  migh- 
tinesses or  any  of  them,  or  against  the  property  of  any 
one  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  state  with  which  their 
high  mightinesses  may  be  at  war;  and  if  any  person 
of  either  nation  shall  take  such  commission  or  letters' 
of  marque,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  pirate. 

ARTICLE   XX. 

If  the  vessels  of  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  oner 
of  the  parties  come  upon  any  coast  belonging  to  either 
of  the  said  allies,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into  port,  or 
being  entered  into  port  and  not  willing  to  unload  their 
cargoes  or  break  bulk,  or  take  in  any  cargo,  they 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  pay,  neither  for  the  vessels  nor 
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the  cti^oe«,  any  dutie«  of  entry  in  or  out,  nor  to  r»« 
der  any  account  of  their  cargoes,  at  least  if  there  is 
not  just  cause  to  presume  that  they  carry  to  an  enemy 
merchandises  of  contraband. 


ARTICLE    XXK 

The  two  contracting  parties  grant  to  each  other  mu- 
tually the  liberty  of  baying  each  in  the  ports  of  the 
other,  cpnsuls,  vice  consuls,  agents  and  commissaries  of 
their  own  appointing,  whose  functions  shall  be  regulat- 
ed by  particular  agreement  whenever  either  party 
chooses  to  make  such  appointments. 

ARTICLE   XXIf* 

This  treaty  shall  not  be  understood  in  any  manner 
to  derogate  from  the  ninth,  tenth,  nineteenth  and 
twenty-fourth  articles  of  the  treaty  with  France,  as 
they  were  numbered  in  the  said  treaty  concluded  the 
6th  of  February,  1778,  and  which  make  the  articles 
ninth,  tenth,  seventeenth  and  twenty-second  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce  now  subsisting  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America  and  the  crown  of  France ;  nor 
shall  it  hinder  his  catholick  majesty  from  acceding  to 
that  treaty,  and  enjoying  the  advantages  of  the  said 
four  articles. 

ARTICLE    XXUI. 

If  at  any  time  the  United  States  of  America  shall 
judge  necessary  to  commence  negotiations  with  the 


king  6r  tmptstor  6f  Ifordccd  aftd  Fez,  tod  witfa  ihe 
Ite^ttti^  6f  Algtef 69  Tunis  «r  Tripoli,  or  with  My  of 
dvettf,  tb  dbCdiA  parssporCrfoir  die  security  of  their  na-^ 
f igitiOTt  ift  the  Mefdllerfancfao  sea,  their  high  oiighti* 
oesset  promise^  (hat  dpon  the  requisitioo  whieh  the 
United  States  of  Adierfca  ihall  make  of  it,  th^y  wilt 
i€c6nA  iach  negotiations  in  the  most  ittvourable  man* 
Iter  by  oreans  of  their  eolisals  residing  near  the  said 
king,  emperor  and  regencies. 

CstttrsbsiMl. 
ARTICLE    XXIV. 

The  liberty  of  aa? igalion  and  coomerce  shall  extend 
to  aU  sorts  of  merchandises,  caceptingoaly  those  which 
are  distinguished  under  the  name  of  contraband^  or 
merchaadMses  prohibited ;  aod  ondier  this  denomination 
ofooalrabafidand  merphandiaes  prohibited,  shall  be 
comprehended  Miy  warlike  stores  aad  arms,  as  mor* 
im%j  aftniary  with  their  artifices  and  appurteoancea, 
fMVH  pistols^  bombs,  grenades,  gunpowder,  saltpetre, 
Sttlpbur,  ntatjcb,  bullets  aad  balls,  pikes,  sabres,  lances, 
bslberds,  casques,  cuirasses  and  other  sorts  of  arms  \ 
aaalaosoldiers,  horses,  saddles  and  furniture  for  horses. 
All  other  effects  atid  merchandises  not  before  specified 
evpressly,  and  even  all  sorts  of  naval  natters,  however 
proper  they  nay  be  for  the  construction  and  equipmeat 
of  vessels  of  war^  or  for  the  manu&cture  of  'Ona  or 
aoodher  sort  of  machines  of  war  by  lafid  or  sea,  shall 
not  be  judged  contraband ;  neither  by  the  letter,  nor 
acoordiog  to>  any  pretended  interpretation  whatever, 
ought  they  or  can  they  be  comprehended  under  the  no- 
vob*  III.  39 
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lion  of  effects  prohibited  or  contrabaDcli  to  that  all  ef- 
fects and  mercbandises  which  are  not  expressly  before 
named,  may,  without  any  exception  and  in  perfect 
liberty,  be  transported  by  the  subjects  and  inhabitants 
of  both  allies,  from  and  to  places  belonging  to  the  ene- 
my, excepting  only  the  places  which  at  the  same  time 
shall  be  besieged,  blocked  or  invested,  and  those  pla« 
ces  only  shall  be  held  for  ^uch  which  are  surrounded 
oearly  by  some  of  the  belligerent  powers.^ 

ARTtCbB   XXT* 

To  the  end  that  all  dissenlion  and  quarrel  may  be 
airoided  and  prevented,  it  has  been  agreed,  that  in 
case  that  one  of  the  two  parties  happens  to  be  at  war, 
the  Vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of 
the  other  ally  shall  be  provided  with  sea  letters,  or 
passports,  expressing  the  name,  the  property  and  the 
burden  ^of  the  vessd,  as  also  the  name  and  place  of 
abode  of  the  master  or  commander  of  the  said  vessel, 
to- the- end  that  thereby  it  may  appear  that  the  vessel 
reaily  and  truly  belongs  to  subjects  or  inhabitants  of 
one  of  the  parties-;  which  passports  shall  be  drawn  and 
distributed  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this  trea-* 
ty :  each'i^e  ihat  the  vessel  shall '  return,  she  should 
have  such  faer^assport  renewed,  or  at  least  they  ought 
not  to  be  of  more  ancient  date  than  4wo  years  before 
the  vessel  bas  been  returned  to  her  own  country* 

It  "has  'been  also  agreed,  that  such  vessels,  being 
loaded,  ou^ht'to  be  provided  not  only  with' the  said 
passports x)r  sea  letters, i)ut  also  wilh  3.  general  pass; 
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port,  or  witk  particalar  passports,  ^  or  manifests,  or 
other  pubtick  documents,  which  are  ordrnarify  grren  to- 
yesse'ls  outward-bound  in  the  ports  from  whence  the 
vessels  have  set  sail  io  the  hist  place^  containing  a> 
specification  of  the  cargo,  of  the  place  from  whence  the* 
vessel  departed,  and  of  that  of  her  destination' ;  or  in- 
stead of  all  these,  witb  certificates  from  the  magistrates,. 
or  governours  of  cities,,  places,  and  colonies  from^ 
whence  the  vessel  came,  given  in  the  usual  form,  to  the 
end  that  it  niay  Be  known  whether  there  are  any  effects 
prohibited  or'  contraband  on  board  the  vessels,  and 
whether  they  are  destined  to  be  carried  to  an  enemy's 
country^  or  not.  And  incase  any  one  judges  vproper 
to  eipress  in  the  said  documents  the  persons  to  whom 
the  effects  on  board'belong,  he  mray  do  it  freely,  with- 
out however  being  bound  to  do  it ;  and  the  omission  of 
such  expression  cannot  and  ought  not-  to  cause  a  con* 
fiscation» 


ARTICLE  xxviv 

Tf  the  vessefs  of  tbe  said  subjects  or  inhabitants  of 
either  of  the  parties  sailing  along  tbe  coasts^or  on  the 
high  .sea9,  are  met  by  a  vessehof  war  or  privateer,  or 
other  armed  vessel  of  tbe  other  party,  the  said  vessels- 
of  war,  privateers  or  armed  vessek,^  for  avoiding  all 
disorder,  shall  remain  without  the  reach  of  cannon,  bur 
may  send  their  boats  on  board  the  merchant  vessel 
wbieh  they  shall  meet  in  this  manner,  »pon  which  they 
may  not  paB»  more  than  two  or  three  men,  to  whom  the 
master  or  commander  shall  exhibit  his  passport,  con- 
taiaiiig  the  property  of  the  vessel  aceording.  to  the 


• 

iAg  MbibiMi  svb  a  pastporl,  sea  lelt^r  aad  oMwr 
doouaienU,  •b9U  be  free  to  pontuMie  bar  vayaga,  to 
t|»at  it  shall  oot  ba  lawful  to  moieBt  heff  or  ^earab  bar 
in  an;  maanari  aor  to  giv^  k^r  oba/ie,  nor  to  foroe  ber 
to  altar  her  coorse. 

ARTICLB   XXVII. 

It  iball  be  lawAil  for  qoercbantS)  captaioa  and  eom- 
aiapderj^  of  ^eiaels^  whether  publick  and  of  war«  or  pri- 
vate and  of  merchants,  belonging  to  tba  said  United 
Slates  of  America  or  any  of  tbenii  or  to  their  siibjects 
find  inhabitants,  to  take  freely  into  their  service  and 
receive  on  board  of  their  vessels,  in  any  port  or  place 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  their  high  mightinesses  aforesaid, 
seamen  or  othersi  natives  or  inhabitants  of  any  of  the 
said'  states,  upon  such  conditions  as  they  shall  agree 
on,  without  being  subject  for  this  to  any  fine,  penalty, 
punishment,  process  or  reprehension  whatsoever;  and 
reciprocally,  all  mer<:han(8,  captains  and  commanders, 
belonging  to  the  said  United  Netherlands,  abaU  enjdy, 
in  all  the  ports  and  places  under  the  obedience  of  the 
^ai^  United  States  of  America,  tbe  aame  priviloge  el 
engaging  and  receiving  teamen  of  others,  natives  or 
inhabitants  of  any  country  of  tbe  doflMaalion  of  the 
i«.iid  states  general;  provided  that  neiiber  en  one  aide 
;jor  the  other,  they  may  not  take  into  their  Seihrioa  sacb 
of  tbeir  countrymen  who  have  already  engaged  in  Iba 
serviee  of  4be  other  party  contracting,  whatbar  in  anir 
or  tradot  and  wbath^r  (boy  meet  them  by  land  ar  sea, 
;^t  least  if  the  captains  ar  oiaaters  under  (he  coaMaaod 


«f  wh9m  Mcb  p«i«oDs  ma/  W  foiiad,  wiU  m(,  «f  liit 
Mifi  cwtf it)  diftcbtfift  ibtm  fron  lh««r  tenriee,  opra 
pain  of  beiDg  otberwue  treated  and  pnaUliad  aa  de* 
aertera. 


ARTIC|«1  XXYIII. 

The  affaif  of  refiractiea  shall  be  regulated  ia  all 
eqmtjr  and  jyatkei  by  ibe  magistrate!  of  cities  re* 
spectively>  wbere  it  shall  be  judged  tliat  there  is  anj 
toeas  ta  oempiaitt  in  this  raapeet. 

AkTiCLl   XXiX. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  and  approved 
hy  their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the 
tTnited  Netherlands,  and  by  the  United  States  of  Ame* 
rica,  and  the  acts  of  ratification  shall  be  delivered  in 
good  and  due  form  on  one  side  and  on  the  other,  in 
the  space  of  six  months,  or  sooner  if  possible,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  signature. 

In  faith  of  which)  we  the  deputies  and  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  lords  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
t^  United  States  of  America,  in  virtue  of  our  re- 
spective authorities  and  full  powers,  have  signed 
the  present  treaty,  and  apposed  thereto  the  seals 
of  our  arms.  Done  at  the  Hague,  the  8th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1782* 


9W  8ECR&T  JOCRNAL.    '  [JmJtS^ 

The  form  df  the  passport  wfaich  shall  b^  given  to 
ships  and  vessels,  in  consequence  of  the  95th  ar- 
ticle of  this  treaty. 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting. 

Be  it  known,  that  leave  and  permission  are  hereby 
given  to  master  and  commander  of  the  ship 

or  vessel  called  of  the  burden  of  tons, 

or  thereabouts,  lying  at  present  in  the  port  or  hayen 
of  bound  for  and  laden  with 

to  depart  and  proceed  with  his  said  ship  or  vessel 
on  his  said  voyage ;  such  ship  or  vessel  having  been 
visited,  and  the  said  master  and  commander  having 
made  oath  before  the  proper  officer,  that  the  said  ship 
or  vessel  belongs  to  one  or  more  of  the  subjects,  peo- 
ple or  inhabitants  of  and  to  htm  or  them 
only. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  subscribed  our  name^ 
to  these  presents,  and  affixed  the  seal  oioxsr  arms 
thereto,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  countersigned 
by  at  this  day 

of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christy 

'  Form  of  the  certificate  which  shall  be  given  to 
ships  or  vesseh  in  consequence  of  the  2Sih  ar- 
ticle of  this  treaty. 

We  magistrates,  or  officers  of  the  cus" 

toms  of  the  city  or  port  of  do  certify  and 

attest,  that  on  the  day  of  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord,  C.  D.  of  personally 
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appeared  before  us,  and  dedarad  by.  solaoui  oath,  tb8t 
the  ship  or  yessel  called  of  tons,  or 

thereaboQU,  whereof  of       ^         ii  at 

present  master  orxofDmatider,  does  righifoUy  and -pro- 
perly beioog  to  him  or  them  only;  that  she  is  now 
bound  from  the  city  or  port  of  to  thf  port 

el  !  laden  with  goods  and  merchandiser 

hereunder  particularly  described  and  enumerated,  as 
follows  : 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  signed  this  certificate 
.    and  sealed  it  with  the  seal  of  our-oflSce,  this 
day  of  io  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ, 

Form  of  the  Sea  liCtter^ 

Most  serene,  serene,  most  puissant,  puissant,  high, 
illustrious,  noble,  honourable,  venerable,  wise  and  pru- 
dent lords,  emperors,  kings,  republicks,  princes,  dukes, 
earls,  barons,  lords,  burgomasters,  schepens,  counsel- 
lors, as  also  judges,  officers,  justiciaries  and  regents, 
of  all  the  good  cities  and  places,  whether  ecclesias- 
tital  or  secular,  who  shall  isee  these  patents  or  hear 
them  read : — f7e,  burgomasters  and  regents  of  the  city 
of  make  known,  that  the  master  of 

appearing  before  us,  has  declared  upon  oath,  that  the 
ressel  called  the  of  the  burden  of  about 

lasts,  which  he  at  present  navigates,  is  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  that  no  subjects  of  the  enemy 
have  any  part  or  portion  therein,  directly  nor  indirect- 
ly ;  so  may  God  Almighty  help  him.  And  as  we  wish 
to  see  the  s^id  master  prosper  in  his  lawful  affairs,  our 
prayer  is,  to  all  the  beforementioned,  and  to*  each  of 


thtfti  Hpumtltyf  wKert  ck»  said  oMlar  •llal^  mnhm 
wich  Mi  vessel  «id  cargo,  that  tbey  mtf  pleast  te  re- 
ttif e  the  said  matter  with  goodness,  aad  to  Irsac  Um 
ifi  fbeeocaiiig  manaer,  pemictnig  bioi  apea  the  nsaal 
lallt  and  exfitases,  ia  passlog  and  n^passisg,  fio  paai^ 
aavigpte  and  freqoent  the  |MHS,  passes  aad  territoriegf 
k>  the  end  to  traasaet  his  basintsa  where  and  in  what 
manner  ha  shall  jadge  prapar;  whereof  we -sImH  be 
willingly  indebted. 

In  witness  and  for  cause  whereof  we  affix  hereto 
the  seal  of  this  city.  [In  the  margio*]  By  or- 
dinance of  Ihe  high  and  mighty  lords  the  states 
general  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

Now  BE  IT  xvowv,  That  we,  the  said  Untied 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  have  accept* 
ed  and  approved,  and  do  by  these  presents  ratify  and 
confirm  the  said  treaty,  and  every  article  and  claose 
thereof:  and  we  do  aathorixe  and  direct  our  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  the  Hagne,  to  deliver  this  owr  act  of 
ratification  in  exchange  for  the  ratification  of  the  said 
treaty  by  their  high  mightinesses  tbe  stales  general  of 
the  United  Netherlands. 

Id  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  seal  to 
be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness  his  axcellency 
Elips  Boudinot,  President,  tbis  twenty-thiid  day  ^ 
January,  one  thousand  s^vm  hundred  and  aigbCgF* 
three,  and  of  our  sovereig*ty  aad  indepeftdaofe, 
tbe  seventh* 
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The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem* 
bled — To    ail  who    shall   see   these    presents, 
Greeting. 
l¥hereas  John  Adams,  our  minister  plenipotentiaify 
at  the  Hague,  on  the  8th  day  of  October^  1782,  with 
George  Van  Randwyck,  B.  V.  D.  Santheuvel,  P.  y« 
BleiswykfW.  C.  H.  Van  Lynden,  D.  J.  Van  Heeckeren, 
Joan  Van  Kuffeler,  F.  G.  Van  Dedem  tot  den  Oelder^ 
H.  Tjassens,  minister    plenipotentiary  of  the   lords 
Ibe  states  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  did  con- 
clude and  sign,  on  the  part  of  the  said  lords  the  states 
general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  a  convention  concerning  vessels 
recaptured,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Convention  between  the  Lords  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  the  United  Stettes 
^   of  America,  concerning  vessels  recaptured. 

The  lohls  the  states  general  of  the  United  {Nether- 
lands, and  the  United  States  of  America,  being  inclined 
to  estahlish  some  uniform  principles  with  relation  to 
prizes  made  by  vessels  of  war,  and  commissioned  by 
the  two  coritracting  poWers,  upon  their  c6mmoh  ene* 
ttkitSj  and  to  vessels  of  the  subjects  of  either  paKjr  ckp* 
ttired  b^  the  enemy  and  recaptured  by  vessels  of  lirar, 
^omdiissioiied  by  either  party,  have  agreed  upon,  the 
fSHowing  articles : 

tofi.  III.  40 
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ARTICLE    I. 

The  vessels  of  eitber  of  (he  two  natioos,  recaptured 
by  the  privateers  of  the  other,  shall  be  restored  to  the 
first  proprietor,  if  such  vessels  have  not  been  four  and 
twenty  hours  in  the  power  of  the  enemy ;  provided  the 
owner  of  the  vessel  recaptured  pay  therefor  one  third 
of  the  value  of  the  vessel,  as  also  that  of  the  cargo,  the 
cannons  and  apparel,  which  third  shall  be  valued  by 
agreement  between  the  parties  interested,  or,  if  they 
cannot  agree  thereon  among  themselves,  they  shall 
address  themselves  to  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  of 
the  place  where  the  privateer  who  has  retaken  the 
vessel  shall  have  conducted  her. 

ARTICLE   II. 

.■  /\ 
'   If  the  vessel  recaptured  has  been  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours  jn  the  power  of  the  enemy,  she  shall  belong 
entirely  to  the  privateer  who  has  retaken  her. 


ARTICLE    III. 

In  case  a  vessel  shall  have  been  recaptured  by  a 
vessel  of  war  belonging  to  the  states  general  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  or  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
she  shall  be  restored  to  the  first  owner,  he  paying  a 
thirtieth  part  of  the  value  of  the  ship,  her  cargo,  .can- 
nons and  apparel,  if  she  has  been  recaptured  in  (he 
interval  of  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  tenth  part,  if 
^e  has  been  recaptured  after  the  twenty-four  hours; 
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which  sums  shall  be  distributed,  in  form  of  gratifica- 
tions, to  the  crews  of  the  vessels  which  shall  have  re- 
taken her.  The  valuation  of  the  said  thirtieth  parts 
and  tenth  parts  shall  be  regulated  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  first  article  of  the  present  cenvention. 


ARTICLE    TV. 

The  restitution  of  prizes,  whether  thej  may  have 
been  retaken  by  vessels  of  war  or  by  privateers,  in  the 
meantime  and  until  requisite  and  sufficient  proofs  can 
be  given  of  the  property  of  vessels  recaptured,  shall 
be  admitted  in  a  reasonabfe  time,  under  sufficient  sure- 
ties for  the  observation  of  the  aforesaid  articles. 


ARTICLE   V. 

The  vessels  of  war  and  privateers  of  one  and  of  the 
other  of  the  two  nations,  shall  be  reciprocally,  both  in 
Europe  and  in  the  other  parts  of  the  world,  admitted 
in  the  respective  ports  of  each  with  their  prizes,  which 
may  be  unloaded  and  sold  according  to  the  formalities 
used  in  the  state  where  the  prize  shall  have  been  con* 
ducted,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  twenty- 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce :  provided  al- 
ways, that  the  legality  of  prizes  by  the  vessels  of  the 
low  countries  shall  be  decided  conformably  to  the 
laws  and  regulations  established  in  the  United  Nether- 
lands ;  as  likewise,  that  of  prizes  made  by  American 
vessels  shall  be  judged  according  to  the  laws  and 
regulations  determined  by  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. 
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ARTicti  rt. 

Moreover,  it  shall  he  free  for  th#  stftM  geaeral  of 
fhe  Untied  Netherlaiidst  as  w^II  a$  for  the  UBite^ 
States  of  America,  to  make  such  regulations  as  they 
shall  judge  necessary  relative  to  the  conduct  which 
their  respective  vessels  and  privateers  ought  to  hold, 
in  relation  to  the  vessels  which  they  shall  have  tauten 
tad  conducted  into  the  ports  of  the  two  powers* 

}t\  hfii\^  of  which,  we,  tl^e  deputies  find  plenipotenr 
ti^ie^  of  the  lords  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  ounister  plenipotentiary  of  the  pnit- 
ed  States  of  America,  have,  in  virtue  of  our  respective 
authorities  and  full  powers,  signed  these  presents,  and' 
confirmed  the  same  with  the  seal  of  our  arms. 

Bone  at  the  Hagoe,  the  8ih  of  Qctpber,  1789* 

j^ow  BE  IT  f  NovfTN,  That  WO,  the  said  United  States 
f  f  America  ^n  Congress  assen(ibled,  have  accepted  and 
approved,  and  by  these  presents  ratify  and  confirm  the 
saqe^  and  do  i^uthorize  and  direct  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  Hagjue  to  delivei^ 
Ibis,  our  act  of  ratification,  in  exchange  for  the  ratifi- 
patipq  of  t^e  said  convention  by  the  lords  thi?  sUtes 
general  of  the  United  Netherlands* 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  Qtur  seal  to  be 
he^untq  a%edf 
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Witn^ssi  bis  eseeUeooy  Elias  Bopdiooti  PreAideiit« 
Ihit  tweoty-lbird  day  of  JsQuary,  one  thoimD^ 
sevm  hoBdred  aod  eigbty-tbree,  %ad  of  soyereig^o 
tj  tnd  indepeiidencQ  tbe  Mventb* 

The  committee  baying  reported  tbe  draft  of  a  pro^ 
elamation  to  be  is8ue(|  by  CoogreM,  tbe  samt  was 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Wbereas  io  pursuance  of  a  plenipotentiary  comipis- 
lipOi  giveii  on  ibe  twenty-nintb  d^y  of  December,  ow 
Ibousand  sefen  hundred  and  eighty,  to  the  honourable 
John  Adams,  e9C|uire,  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commercQ 
between  their  high  migbMiiesses  the  states  general  of 
tbe  United  Netherlands  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, was  on  the  eighth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty- two,  coacKuied  by  the  aaid 
John  Adams,  with  plenipotentiaries  named  for  that 
purpose  by  their  said  high  migbiioesses  tbe  states  ge- 
neral of  the  United  Netherlands :  And  whereas  tbe  said 
treaty  hath  this  day  been  approved  and  ratified  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  as  the  same  is 
contained  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

[Here  insert  the  treaty.]* 

And  whereas  a  convention  coaceming  vessels  recap* 
tured,  was,  at  the  phice  and  on  the  day  abovemention- 
ed,  concluded  by  tbe  said  minister  plenipotentiary  on 

•See  page  290. 
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the  part  of  these  United  States,  with  the'  said  plenipo- 
teotiiiries  on  the  part  of  the  said  lords  the  states  gene- 
ral of  the  United  Netherlands ;  and  the  same  hath  been 
this  day  approved  and  ratified  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  as  it  is  contained  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

[Here  insert  the  convention.]* 

Now  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  said  treaty  and 
convention  may,  with  all  good  faith  be  performed  and 
observed  on  the  part  of  these  United  States,  all  the 
citizens  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  more  especially 
all  captains  and  other  officers  and  seamen  belonging 
to  any  vessels  of  war  of  these  United  States,  or  any 
of  them,  or  of  any  private  armed  vessels  commissioned 
by  Congress,  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  to  go- 
vern themselves  strictly  in  all  things  according  to  the 
stipulations  above  recited. 

Done  in  Congress,  this  twenty-third  day  of  Janua^ 
ry,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord^  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty- three,  and  of  our  soverei^ty 
and  independence,  the  seventh. 

FEBRUARY  14,  178S. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge  and  Mr.  Wilson,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
of  the  7th  from  the  honourable  Thomas  Jefferson,  re- 
ported thereon :  Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gor- 
ham,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wolcott, 
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Ordered,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affiiin  in* 
form  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  it  is  the  pleasure  of  Congress, 
considering  the  advices  lately  received  in  America, 
and  the  probable  situation  of  a&irs  in  Europe,  that  he 
do  not  proceed  on  bis  intended  voyage  until  he  shall 
receive  their  further  instructions. 

MARCH  7,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Rutledge,  Mr.  Gorham  and  Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  letter  of  the  14th  of  October  last, 
from  Dr.  Franklin,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  mode  of 
paying  the  salaries  of  the  ministers  and  other  officers 
of  the  United  States  in  Europe, 

Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  the  ministers  and 
other  officers  of  the  United  States  in  Europe  be  esti- 
mated in  future  in  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  four  -ihillings 
and  six  pence  sterling  per  dollar. 

That  they  be  paid  in  bills  of  exchange  upon  France, 
or  Holland,  at  the  rate  of  five  livres  five  sous  tournois, 
per  dollar,  without  regard  to  the  variations  which  may 
be  occasioned  by  the  course  of  exchange. 

That  these  resolutions  retrospect  to  the  first  day  of 
January,  1782,  when  the  salaries  of  the  said  officers 
were  made  payable  in  America ;  and  that  the  excess 
beyond  the  said  sums  in  bills  of  exchange,  which  has 
accrued,  or  which  shall  accrue,  upon  the  quarter  due 
on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  be  carried  to  the 
credit  of  the  United  States,  and  accounted  for  by  the 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs  in  the  adjustment  of  the 
accounts  of. his  department  on  the  first  day  of  April  next. 


»CR£T  JOURNAL.  [A^  U 


HAtlCtl  24,  1783. 

A  ktiar  of  Pebroary  5,  fVool  the  ttiarquU  de  la 
Payetle,  annoudcing  a  general  peace,  and  a  copy  of  or* 
ders  given  by  the  count  d'Estaiag,  vice  admiral  ef 
France  to  the  chev.  du  Quesne,  commander  of  the  cor- 
vette Triumph,  despatched  from  Cadiz  the  6tb  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  stop  to  all  hos- 
tilities by  sea,  being  laid  before  Congress  and  read; 

Resolved,  That  the  agent  of  marine  be  and  be  it 
hereby  directed  immediately  to  recall  all  armed  fes^ 
sets  cruising  under  commissions  from  the  United  Stated 
of  America. 

APRIL  1,  1763. 

On  i^&  report  of  a  committee,  conaisting  of  Mr.  Oa* 
good,  Mr.  Izard,  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr* 
Gervais,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  thd  15th  of 
December,  from  the  honourable  H.  Laurens,  one  of  tha 
13th  of  March,  from  the  honourable  T.  Jeffersooj  and 
one  of  the  28th  of  September,  from  the  honourable  P% 
Dana, 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens  bava 
leave  to  return  to  America,  agreeably  to  his  request. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiSairs"  in- 
form the  honourable  T«  Jefierson,  in  answer  i^  his  let- 
ter of  the  13th  of  March,  that  Congress  consider  Uie 
object  of  his  appointment  so  far  advanced  as  to  render 
it  unnecessary  for  him  to  pursue  his  vdyage ;  and  that 
Congras&an  wall  satfaified  whh  the  readto^ss  he  bei 


•bowD  iQ  uAdertakiiig  a  stnriee  wbkb,  from  Iht  preaeni 
tUiiatioft  of  aBbirsi  tbey  appreb^ikd  can  be  ditpeftsad 
witlu 

RefolTedi  Tbat  Mr«  Dana^  bavtng  itaimaied  bi«  ia^ 
teotion  of  retarniDg  to  America,  Congreaa  do  approTe 
of  tbe  same ;  profkkd  he  sbould  act  be  engaged  ia  a 
MgoUatioa  wilb  ibe  court  of  St.  Petersburg  ai  ibe 
liaie  of  receiving  this  resolotion ;  in  wbicb  case  it  is 
the  desire  of  Congress  tbat  he  should  finish  such  ne^ 
gotiatioQ  before  be  retaros* 

APRIL  4,  17SS. 

On  tbe  report  of  the  agent  of  osarine,  to  whom  were 
referred  a  letter  of  tbe  5tb  December,  1783,  froas  the 
govemoor  of  New  Orleans,  and  a  letter  of  the  2d  of 
March  hst,  from  the  governour  of  Havanna,  respect^ 
ing  a  criminal  contempt  of  pablicfc  fbith,  and  a  tiolation 
of  the  law  of  nations,  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  Messrs.  Church  and  Haydon,  tnbabitants  of  Boston, 
in  tbe  capture  of  a  Spanish  brig,  the  property  of  don 
Antonio  Argote,  and  in  firing  upon  a  boat  carrying  the 
flag  of  his  catholiek  majesty — 

Resolved,  Tbat  tbe  proper  mode  for  don  Antonio 
Argote  to  obtain  redress  of  any  injuries  he  nay  have 
sustained  from  Messrs.  Church  and  Haydon  h  by  pro- 
secution in  due  course  of  law ;  and  that  a  letter  be 
written-'by  the  President  to  tbe  supreme  executive  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
said  letters,  and  recommending  to  the  said  executive 
to  give  all  such  countenance,  protection  and  assistance 
no  the  said  don  Antonio  Argote,  in  bis  attempts  to  ob- 
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tain  legal  satisfaction  for  the  injories  alleged  to  have 
been  done  to  him  by  the  said  Messrs.  Church  and 
Hajdon,  as  becomes  the  United  States  to  give  to  the 
snbjects  of  powers  in  amity,  who  shall  complain  of  a 
violation  of  their  rights. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  foregoing  letters  as 
relates  to  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  and 
rights  of  neotrality,  together  with  a  note  from  the 
honourable  the  minister  of  France  accompanied  with 
the  copy  of  a  letter  of  5th  December  from  the  gover- 
nour  of  New  Orleans,  and  a  letter  of  35th  March  from 
don  Antonio  Argote,  stating  the  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nations  and  rights  of  neutrality  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  by  Church  and  Hay  don  aforesaid,  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

APRIL  II,  1783. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to  whom^was  re- 
ferred a  letter  of  2l8t  January,  from  the  honourable 
B.  Franklin,  with  an  agreement  between  the  ministers 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  and 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Briiannick  majesty, 
on  the  SOth  January  last,  relative  to  a  cessation 
of  hostilities,  reported  the  draft  of  a  proclamation  as 
follows : 
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By  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. 


A  PROCLAMATION, 

Declaring  the  Cessation  of  Arms,  as  well  by  Sea  as 
by  Land,  agreed  upon  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  his  Britannick  Majesty,  and  en* 
joining  the  observance  thereof. 

Whereas  provisional  articles  were  signed  at  Paris,  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  November  last,  between  the  minis- 
ters plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  treating  of  peace,  and  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  his  Britannick  majesty,  to  be  inserted  in  and  to  con- 
stitute the  treaty  of  peace  proposed  to  be  concluded ' 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Britan- 
nick majesty,  when  terms  of  peace  should  be  agreed 
upon  between  their  most  christian  and  Britannick  ma- 
jesties :  And  whereas  preliminaries  for  restoring  peace 
between  their  most  christian  and  Britannick  majesties 
were  signed  at  yersailles,  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
January  last,  by  the  ministers  of  their  most  christian 
and  Britannick  majesties  :  And  whereas  preliminaries 
for  restoring  peace  between  the  said  king  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  king  of  Spain  were  also  signed  at  Ver- 
sailles, on  the  same  twentieth  day  of  January  last ;  by 
which  said  preliminary  articles  it  hath  been  agreed, 
that  as  soon  as  the  same  were  ratified,  hostilities  be- 
tween the  said  kings,  their  kingdoms,  states  and  sub- 
jects, should  cease  in  all  parts  of  the  world;  and  it 
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was  further  agreed,  that  all  vessels  and  efiects  that 
might  be  taken  in  the  channel  and  ia  the  north  aeas 
after  the  space  of  twelve  days  from  the  ratification  of 
the  said  preliminary  articles,  should  be  restored  ;  that 
the  term  should  be  one  month,  from  the  channel  and 
north  seas  as  far  as  the  Canary  islands,  inclusively, 
whether  ia  the  ocean  or  the  Mediterranean  ata ;  two 
months,  from  the  said  Canary  tslattdt  as  far  as  the 
equinoctial  line,  or  equator;  and  lastly^  five  moDths, 
in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  without  any  exception, 
or  more  particular  description  of  time  or  place  :  And 
whereas  it  was  declared  by  the  minister  plenipotentia- 
ry of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  express  order  o(  the  king  his  master,  on  the  said 
twentieth  day  of  January  last,  that  the  said  United 
States  of  America,  their  subjects  and  their  possessions, 
shall  be  comprised  in  the  abovementioned  suspension 
of  arms  at  the  same  epochs  and  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  three  crowns  abovementioned,  their  subjects 
and  possessions  respectively,  upon  condition,  that  on 
the  part  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, a  similar  declaration  shall  be  delivered,  expressly 
declaring  their  assent  to  the  said  suspension  of  arms, 
and  containing  an  assurance  of  the  most  perfect  reci- 
procity on  their  part :  And  whereas  the  ministers  ple- 
nipotentiary of  these  United  States  did,  on  the  same 
twentieth  day  of  January,  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  said  United  States,  accept  the  said  decla- 
ration, and  declare  that  the  said  states  should  cause  all 
hostilities  to  cease  against  his  Britannick  majesty,  his 
§ulgects  and  his  possessions,  at  the  terms  and  epochs 
agreed  upon  between  his  said  majesty  the  king  of  Great 
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agreed  upon  between  those  three  crowns,  and  to  pre« 
duoe  the  same  effects :  And  whereas  the  ratifications  of 
the  said  preliminary  articles  between  their  most  chris* 
tian  and  Britannick  majesties  were  exchanged  by  their 
ministers  on  the  third  day  of  January  last,  and  between 
his  Britannick  aaajesty  aad  tbe  king  of  Spain  on  the  9th 
day  of  February  last :  And  whereas  it  is  our  will  and 
pleasure,  that  the  cessation  of  hostilities  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  his  Britannick  majesty 
should  be  conformable  to  the  epochs  fixed  between 
their  most  christian  and  Britannick  majesties — We 
have  thought  fit  to  make  known  the  same  to  the  citi- 
zens of  these  states ;  and  we  hereby  strictly  charge 
and  command  all  our  oflScers,  both  by  sea  and  land, 
and  other  subjects  of  these  United  States,  to  forbear 
all  acts  of  hostility,  either  by  sea  or  by  land,  against 
his  Britannick  majesty  or  his  subjects,  from  and  after 
the  respective  times  agreed  upon  between  their  most 
christian  and  Britannick  majesties  as  aforesaid.  And 
we  do  further  require  all  governours  and  others,  the 
executive  powers  of  these  United  States  respectively, 
to  cause  this  our  proclamation  to  be  made  publick,  to 
the  end  that  the  same  be  duly  observed  within  their 
several  jurisdictions. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  this  eleventh 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  of  our 
sovereignty  and  independence  the  seventh. 


oW 
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[Apol  ii; 


Oa  the  quettioo  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  proclaiM- 
tioD,  the  yeas  and  naya  being  required  by  Mr*  Mar* 
cer — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  White, 

JPIassachusettt,      Mr*  Holten, 
Mr.  Osgood, 
Mr.  Gorbam, 
Mr.  HigginsoD, 


Ay.  >X 


Ay.^ 

Ay. 

Ay. 

Ay.  J 


>At. 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Wolcott, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Hamilton, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark, 


Ay.) 

Ay.V  Ar. 
Ay.S 


Mr.  Mifflin,  ^7*) 

Mr.  Fitssimmons,    Ay.S  At. 
Mr.  Wilson,  Ay*) 


Mr.  T.  S.  Lee, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
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Soath Carolioa,      Mr,  Rutledge,         Ay«  }  a^ 
Mr.  Izard,  Ay.  5  ^^• 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

APRIL  15,  1783. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  articles  agreed 
upon  at  Paris,  on  the  30th  November  last,  entitled 
**  Articles  agreed  opon  by  and  between  Richard  Os* 
*<  wald,  esquire,  the  commissiooer  of  his  Britannick 
^^  majesty  for  treating  of  peace  with  the  commissioners 
^  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  behalf  of  his  said 
^^  majesty  on  the  one  part,  and  John  Adams,  Benjamin 
*^  Franklin,  John  Jay  and  Henry  Laurens,  four  of  the 
<<  commissioners  of  the  said  states,  for  treating  of 
*^  peace  with  the  commissioner  of  his  said  majesty, 
^*  on  their  behalf  on  the  other  part,  to  be  inserted  in 
^*  and  to  constitute  the  treaty  of  peace  proposed  to  be 
*'  concluded  between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and 
*^  the  said  United  States ;  but  which  treaty  is  not  to 
'^  be  concluded  until  terms  of  a  peace  shall  be  agreed 
*<upon  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  his 
**  Britannick  majesty  shall  be  ready  to  conclude  such 
^*  treaty  accordingly  :"  And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  said  articles  be 
ratified ;  and  that  a  ratification  in  due  form  be  sept  to 
our  ministers  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  df  Versailles, 
to  be  exchanged,  if  an  exchange  shall  be  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  the  agent  of  marine  cause  all  the 
naval  prisoners  to  be  set  at  liberty. 
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ResolTed,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  and  be 
is  hereby  instructed  to  make  the  proper  arrangeasen^ 
with  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  British  forces,  for 
receiving  possessioo  of  the  posts  in  the  Unilad  States 
occupied  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannick  majesty,  and 
for  obtaining  the  delivery  of  all  negroes  and  other  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
possesskm  of  the  British  forces  or  any  subjects  of  or 
adherents  to  his  said  Briuooick  majesty ;  and  that  the 
secretary  at  war,  in  coqjuDCiioo  with  the  commander  in 
chief,  take  (voper  arrangemeiits  for  setting  at  liberty 
all  land  prtsoners. 

When  the  foregoing  resolution  was  ander  debate, 
a  BM>tion  was  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Dyer,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^  in  conjomtioa  with  the 
(^comman^r  ia  chief;''  and  or  the  qaeaiioB,  Shall 
these  words  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requited 
by  Mr.  Williamson — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  White,  No.  ^x 

Massachusetts,        Mr.  Holten,  Ay.  >  . 

Mr.  Gorham,  Ay.S^^' 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Arnold,  Ay.  ^X 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Ellswertht        No. )  „ 

Mr.  Dyer,  No.}^^* 

New  York,  *  Mr.  Floyd,  Ay. )  .  ^ 

Mr.  Hamilton,        Ay.  $  ^^* 

New  Jersey^  Mr.  Boudinot,         Ay.  )  p.  „ 

Mr.  Clark,  Nb.}^'"*"- 
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PenosylFaiiiaf         Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  Ay. )  4  ^ 
Mr.  Peters,  Ay.  J  ^^* 

Delaware,  Mr.  Bedferdi 

Maryland,  Mr.  T.  S.  Lee, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Virgioia,  Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 

North  Carolina,     Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Sooth  Carolina,      Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Gervais, 

So  it  was  resolred  in  the  affirmative. 
Resolved,  That  the  forai  of  the  ratification  be  as 
follows. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled — To  all 
who  shall  see  these  presenu,  Greeting. 

Whereas  in  and  by  our  commission,  dated  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  fifteenth  day  of  Jane,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  the 
honourable  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay, 
Henry  Laurens  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  or  such  of  them  as  might  assemble,  or  in  case  of 
the  death,  absence,  indisposition  or  other  impediment 
of  the  others,  any  one  of  them,  were  constituted  and 
appointed  our  ministers  with  full  power  and  authority, 
general  and  special,  to  confer,  treat,  agree  and  con* 
elude  with  the  ambassadors,  commissioners  and  pleni* 
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potentiariedi  of'the'-pviocm  Md  states  wboiait 
concern,  vested  with  equal  pomrers  relating  to  the 
establishpient  pf  peace,  and  whatsoever  should  ba 
agreed  and  concluded  for  os,  and  in  our  name  to  sign^ 
and  theveupon  make  a  treaty  or  treaties,  and  to  trans- 
act every  thing  that  might  be  necessary  for  complete 
ing,  securing'  and  strengtbentng  (be  great  work  of  pa« 
cification  in  ds  ample  form  and  with  the  same  effect 
as  if  we  were  personally  present  and  acted  therein,  we 
promising  at  the  same  time  in  good  faith  that  w«  woold 
accept,  ratify,  fulfil  and  execute  what  should  be  agreed, 
concluded  ind  aigned  by  our  said  aiinistef  s  pleolpoUn- 
tiary,  of  a  majority  of  them,  or  of  such  of  them  as 
might  asseihble,  or  in  case  of  the  death,  absence,  in- 
disposition, or  other  impedimeat  of  the  others,  by  any 
one  of  them  ;  And  whereas  John  Adams,  Benjaaiin 
Franklin,  John  Jay  and  Henry  Laurens,  four  of  wi 
said  commissioners,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  afore- 
said^  o»  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aftd  eighly-two, 
with  Richard  08.wald«  esquire,  commissioner  of  bis 
Britannick  m^esty  for  treating  of  peace  with  the  com* 
missiQnera  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  virtue 
of  powers  to  htm  granted  by  his  aaid  Brkannick  ma-* 
jesty,  did  conclude  and  sign,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  ar- 
ticles in  the  words  following : 

Articles  agreed  upon  by  and  between  Richard  Os- 
wald, esquire,  the  commissioaer  of  his  Britannick  ma- 
jesty for  treating  of  peace  with  the  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  behalf  of  his  said 


majesty  on  ihe  oae  part,  and  Jobn  <A4aiiiS|  BenJMun 
FranUioy  John  Jay  and  Heary  LauneAS,  four  9f  the 
-commissioDers  of  tbe  said  atatea  for  t^ea^iagaf  jp^aoa 
witb  the  comniasioiker  of  hit  said  viajoatyi  'Oa  thair 
babali*,*0D  due  <>tber  part — to  be  jnserfad  io*  4tnd  i^ 
ooDstitute  the  treaty  of  peace,  pr/oposed  U>  be  'GOO- 
eluded  between  the  crown  of  Great  JBrilainaad  th^ 
said  United  States;  but  ivbich  (realty  is  nal  to  fbe  cea^ 
clodcd  until  terms  of  a  peace  shall  be  agreed  upon 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  his  Britannick 
majesty  shall  be  ready  to  conclude  such  treaty  accord- 
ingly- 

Wbtfcas  reccprooal  advantages  and  nnutuai  coB^e* 
Biettca  ai«  found  by  experience  to  form  tlie  only  per- 
maoent  fauadation  of  pieaoc  and  Mendship  betweetii 
statM,  it  b  agreed  to  form  the  articles  of  the  proposed 
Iraaiy  on  aocdi  prioctples  me  liberal  equity  and  veci«- 
pracity,  as  that  partial  advantages  (those  seeds  of  dts^ 
oord)  being  excluded,  such  a  beneficial  smd  satisfao* 
poTf  mtccooarw  between  tihe  two  countries  may  be 
estabCshed,  as  to  proraiae  and  secure  to  both  perpetual 
peace  and  harmany. 


AaTieLK  <i. 

&ts  Britannrck  majesty  acknowledges  the  said 'Unit- 
ed States,  vfz.  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay, 
Abode  fchnd  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connetni- 
cut,  Wew  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virgmia,  Kordi  Carolina,  South  <!!aroIina 
and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  sovereign  and  independent 
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fltates ;  that  be  treats  with  them  as  such,  and  for  him- 
ielf,  hjs  heirs  aod  saccessors,  relinquishes  all  claims 
to  the  government^  propriety  and  territorial  rights  of 
the  same,  and  every  part  thereof;  and  that  all  dis- 
putes which  might  arise  in  future  on  the  subject  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  said  United  States  may  be  prevented^ 
it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  following 
are  and  shall  be  their  boundaries,  viz. 

AETICLt    II. 

From  the  north-west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz. 
that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north 
from  the  source  of  St.  Croix  river  to  the  highlands, 
along  the  said  highlands,  which  divide  those  rivers 
that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantick  ocean,  to  the 
north-westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river ;  thence 
down  along  the  middle  of  that  river,  to  the  forty-fifdi 
degree  of  north  latitude ;  from  thence  by  a  line  doe 
west  on  said  latitude,  until  it  strikes  the  river  Iroquois, 
or  Cataraquy  ;  thence  ak>ng  the  middle  of  said  river 
into  lake  Ontario,  through  the  middle  of  said  lake  until 
it  strikes  the  communication  by  water  between  that 
lake  and  lake  Erie ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said 
communication  into  lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of 
said  lake  until  it  arrives  at  the  water  communication 
between  that  lake  and  lake  Huron ;  thence  along  the 
middle  of  said  water  communication  into  the  lake  Ho* 
ron ;  thence  through  the  middle  of  said  lake  to  the  water 
communication  between  that  lake  and  lake  Soperiour ; 
thence  through  lake  Superiour  northward  of  the  isles 
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Royal  and  Pbilipeaux  to  the  Long  Jake  ^  thence 
through  the  middle  of  said  Long  lake,  and  the  water 
cominuQication  between  it  and  the  lake  of  the  Woods, 
to  the  said  lake  of  the  Woods';  thence  through  the  said 
lake  to  the  most  north-western  point  thereof,  and  from 
thence  in  a  due  west  course  to  the  river  Mississippi ; 
thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  said 
river  Mississippi  until  it  shall  intersect  the  northernr 
most  part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude; 
South,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  deter- 
mioation  of  the  line  last  mentioned,  in  the  latitude  of 
thirty-one  degrees  north  of  (he  equator  to  thp  middle  of 
the  river  Apalachicola  or  Catahouche ;  thence  along  the 
middle  thereof  lo  its  junction  witti  the  Flint  river ; 
thence  straight  to  the  head  of  St,  Mary's  riv.er$  and 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary's  river  to  the 
Atlantick  ocean*  East,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its  mot^th  in  the 
bay  of  Fundy  to  its  source,  and  from  its  source  directly 
north  to  the  aforesaid  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers 
that  fall  into  the  Atlantick  ocean  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  river  St.  Lawrence ;  comprehending  all  islands 
within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the 
United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due 
east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries 
between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  East  Florida 
on  the  other,  shall  respectively  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy 
and  the  Atlantick  ocean,  excepting  such  islands  as  now 
are,  or  heretofore  have  been  wit])in  the  limits  of  the 
said  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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ARTICLE   11I« 

It  IB  •gPMd,  tkrt  the  people  of  tlie  United  Statei 
tbail  coDtiime  toefijoy  unmoiented  the  rigtit  to  lalDefisfa 
of  every  kind  oti  the  Grand  bank,  and  on  bH  die  other 
banks  of  Newfoundland ;  also  in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lair* 
rence,  and  at  all  other  places  ia  the  sea,  where  the  m« 
habitanis  of  both  countries  used  at  aay  tkne  beretofore 
to  fish;  and  also  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  shall  bare  liberty  to  take  fish  ef  «very  kind  on 
sach  part#f  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  ai  British  fish* 
ermen  shall  ase  (bot  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  same  upon 
that  island ;)  and  also  on  the  coasts,  bays  and  creeks  of 
all  other  of  his  Britannick  majesty's  dominions  in 
America ;  and  that  the  American  fishermen  shall  hare 
liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unsettled 
bays,  harbours  and  creeks  of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen 
islands  and  Labrador,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  remain 
unsettled ;  but  so  soon  as  the  same  or  either  of  them 
shall  be  settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  fish- 
ermen (o  dry  or  cure  fish  at  such  settlement,  without  a 
previous  agreement  for  that  purpose  with  the  inhabit 
tants,  proprietors  or  possessors  of  the  ground. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

It  is  agreed,  that  creditors  on  either  side  shell  meet 
with  no  lawful  impedhnent  to  the  recoA'Wy  of  the  fiiH 
value  in  sterling  money,  of  aU  bona  fide  detes  hereto- 
fore contracted. 
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AUTICLB   y. 

It  ii  agreed)  that  tbe  Congress  shall  taniefltfy  re- 
commend it  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states, 
to  provide  for  the  restitution  of  all  estates,  rights  and 
properties,  which  have  been  confiscated,  belonging  to 
rca)  British  subjects,  and  also  of  the  estates,  rights 
and  properties  of  persons  resident  in  districts  in  the 
ptossesiion  of  his  mrajcsty's  arms,  and  who  have  not 
bone  arms  against  the  said  United  States ;  and  that 
persons  of  any  other  description  shall  have  free  liber- 
ty to  go  to  any  part  or  parts  of  the  thirteen  United 
States,  and  therein  to  remain  twelve  months  unmolest- 
ed ia  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  such 
of  their  estates,  rights  and  properties  as  may  have  been 
confiscated ;  and  that  Congress  shall  also  earnestly  re- 
commend to  the  several  states  a  reconsideration  and 
revision  of  all  acts  or  laws  regarding  the  premises,  so 
as  to  render  the  said  laws  or  acts  perfectly  consistent 
hot  only  with  justice  and  equity^  but  with  that  spirit  of 
conciliation,  which,  on  the  return  of  the  blessings  of 
peace,  should  universally  prevail.  And  that  Congress 
shall  also  earnestly  recommend  to  the  several  states, 
tlhai  the  estates,  rights  and  properties  of  such  last  men- 
tioned persons  shall  be  restored  to  them,  they  refund- 
kig  to  any  person  who  may  be  now  in  possession,  the 
bona  fide  price  (where  any  has  been  given)  which  such 
penoBs  may  have  paid  on  purchasing  any  of  the  said 
)and9,  rights  or  properties  since  the  confiscation. 
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And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  persons  who  bate  any  in* 
terest  in  confiscated  lands,  either  by  debts,  marriage 
settlements  or  otherwise,  shall  meet  with  no  lawful 
impediment  in  the  prosecution  of  their  just  rights. 


'  AETICLI  TI. 

That  there  shall  be  no  future  confiscations  made, 
nor  prosecutions  commenced  against  any  person  or 
persons  for  or  by  reason  of  the  part  which  he  or  they 
may  have  taken  in  the  present  war ;  and  that  no  per- 
son shall,  on  that  account,  suffer  any  future  loss  or 
daottge  either  in  his  person,  liberty  or  property,  and 
that  those  who  may  be  in  confinement  on  such  chai^^es, 
at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  America^ 
•hall  be  immediately  set  at  liberty,  and  the  prosecu- 
tions so  commenced  be  discontinued. 

ARTICLC  viu 

There  shall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between 
bis  Britannick  majesty  and  the  said  states,  and  be- 
tween the  subjects  of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the 
other ;  wherefore  all  hostilities  both  by  sea  and  land 
shall  then  immediately  cease :  all  prisoners  on  both 
sides  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and  his  Britannick  majesty 
shall,  with  all  convenient  speed,  and  without  causing 
any  destruction,  or  carrying  away  any  negroes  or 
other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw 
all  his  armies,  garrisons  and  fleets  from  the  said  Unit- 
ed States,  and  from  every  port,  place  and  harbour 
within  the  same ;  leaving  in  all  fortifications  the  Ame- 
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rican  artillery  that  may  be  therein ;  and  shall  also 
order  and  cause  all  archives,  records,  deeds  and  pa* 
pers  belonging  to  any  of  said  states,  or  their  citizens, 
which  in  the  course  of  the  war  may  have  felten  into  (he 
fandff  of  bia  offcers,  to  be  forthwith  restored  ami  de^ 
li^ered  to  the  proper  states  aad  fersooa  to  wkcoi  tliey 
beiong. 

AR^ictc  vnr. 

The  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  firoor  its 
•ource  to  the  ocean,  shall  forever  remain  free  and  open 
lo  the  subjects  of  Great  BritMn,  and  the  cittaens  of  the 
United  States. 


iftTICLt   IX. 

In  ca^e  it  shoufd  so  happen,  that  any  place  or  terri- 
tory belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  to  the  United  States 
should  be  conquered  by  the  arm*  of  either  from*  the 
other,  before  the  arrival  of  these  articles  in  America, 
it  is  agreed,  tliat  the  same  shall  be  restored  without 
difficulty,  and'  without  requiring  any  compensatiort. 
Done  at  Parts,  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  oti 
tivowsand  seven  hundred  and  etghfy-twow 

(Signed)  RicvjiirD  Oswald,  [l.  itJ] 

JoBM  Adams,  [l«  8«] 

B.   FRAMKLIir,  [l«  8.] 

JoHir  Jat,  [l.  b.] 

HkNAV   LAVEElfSy       [|*«  8.] 
WitneiMt. 
(Sigiied)    Caleb  Whiteford,  Secretary  to  the  Britiih  CommiMioo. 
W.  T.  Frankfin,  Secretary  to  the  AmtiAtUi  CMnimkn, 
VOL.  III.         43 
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SEPARATE    ARTICLE* 

It  18  hereby  onderstood  and  agreed,  that  in  case  - 
Great  Britain,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war, 
shall  recover,  or  be  put  in  possession  of  West  Florida^ 
the  line  of  north  boundary  between  the  said  province 
and  the  United  Sutes  shall  be  a  line  drawn  from  the 
roouth  of  the  river  Yassous,  where  it  unites  with  the 
Mississippi,  due  east  to  the  river  Apalachicola* 
Done  at  Paris,  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

(Signed)  Richard  Oswald,  [l.  s.] 

JoHn  Adams,  [l.  s.] 

B.  Franklin,  [l.  s.] 

John  Jat,  [l.  s.] 

Henry  Laurens,     [l*  s.j 

Attest 
C&leb  WfaHeford,  Secretary  to  the  British  CommiMioa. 
W.  T.  FfankfiD,  Secfetaij  to  the  Aaiencao  ComioiMioii. 

Now  KNOW  T£,  That  we,  the  United  States  in  Con« 
gress  assembled,  have  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  ratify  and  confirm,*  the  said  articles, 
and  every  part,  article  and  clause  thereof,  on  om 
part.    Concluded  and  signed  as  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  seal  to 
be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness  his  excellency 
EUias  Boudinot,  President,  this  fifteenth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  and  of  our  sovereignty  and  independence 
the  seventh. 
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MAY  1,  1783. 

A  letter  hdving  been  read  from  the  minister  of  France 
to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs^  re()ue8ting  him  to 
inform  Congress  of  the  proposed  departure  of  the 
doke  de  Lauzun's  legion  and  other  detachments  of 
count  Rocbambeau's  army  for  France,  and  -expressing, 
with  the  duke  de  Lauzun,  the  sense  that  he  and  the 
other  officers  and  men  of  this  army  entertain  of  th« 
harmony  which  has  subsisted  between  them  and  the 
inhabitants  of  theso  states,  and  of  the  hospitality  with 
which  they  have  been  treated  by  them — 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  in* 
form  the  minister  of  France,  that  Congress  learn  with 
pleasure  the  satisfaction  which  the  duke  de  Lauzun 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  French  army  in 
America  express  in  the  harmony  which  has  subsisted 
between  them  and  the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  since 
it  exhibits  at  the  same  time  a  strong  proof  of  the  good 
disposition  and  discipline  of  the  commanders,  officers 
and  men,  and  the  just  sense  the  people  of  this  country 
entertain  of  the  important  services  they  have  rendered. 

As  a  further  testimony  of  which. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  in* 
form  the  duke  de  Lauzun,  and  the  officers  and  men  un* 
der  his  command,  that  the  United  ^States  in  Congress 
assembled  are  highly  sensible  of  their  successful  ex* 
ertions  in  the  cause  of  America,  and  of  the  strict  atten* 
tion  which  they  have  at  all  times  paid  to  the  rights  of  its 
citizens.     And  while  they  rejoice  at  the  events  which 


have  broagbt  tranquillity  to  these  states,  it  adds  to 
their  pleasure  to  reflect,  that  it  restores  those  who 
have  been  active  in  procuring  it  to  their  friends  and 
their  c#ipDtiyt 

On  jibe  refort  of  a  coflumtt^e^  consisting  of  Mr. 
GorbaiDi  Mr.  FiiBsinMBOM  and  Hn  HoUen,  to  wboai 
was  refeared  a  meoioriai  btom  Mr.  Hawkins  aad  M^ 
WitliaiMOii, 

Ordered,  Thiat  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs  for* 
Wtrd  lo  the  British  general  and  admiral  cemisaBdiiig 
at  New  York5  a  copy  of  the  papers  laid  before  Cea« 
gn^s  by  Mr*  Hawkins  and  Mr«  Williamsoo,  delegate 
from  the  state  of  North  Caroliaa,  respecting  the  cap? 
tare  fff  a  flag,  th^t  justice  n^y  be  done* 

Oo  ib<  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  pf  Mr. 
Hufoiltpn,  Mr.  Kllswortb  and  Mr.  Rqtledge,  (o  whom 
was  referred  a  letter  of  February  5,  fron  the  honour- 
l^ble  J.  Adams, 

Ordered,  That  a  commissioa  be  prepared  to  Messrs. 
S.  Adams,  &  Franklin  and  J.  Jay,  authoriaing  tbeiai 
or  either  of  theas  in  the  absence  of  the  others,  to  ea« 
ter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  United 
$tatas  of  Aiserica  and  Great  Briuio,  subject  to  the 
revisal  of  the  contnicting  parties  previous  to  its  final 
conclusion  ^  and  in  the  meao  time  to  enter  into  a  com- 
mercigl  conveation  to  continue  in  force  one  year. 

That  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs  lay  before 
Congress^  without  delay,  9  plan  of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  instructions  relative  to  the  same,  to  be 
tvfiiamittedta  the  aaid  c^tmrnssioQere* 
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MAY  2,  1783. 

Oa  motion  o(  Mr*  Hamilioo,  tecomled  by  Mr*  WiU 
son— 

Whereat  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress,  when  the  re- 
dsetimi  of  the  army  shall  take  place,  to  enable  the 
ofieers  and  soldiers  to  retnrn  to  their  respective  homes 
with  convenience  and  satisfaction,  for  which  purpose  it 
wiH  be  iodispensabte  to  advance  them  a  part  of  their 
pay  before  they  leave  the  field :  And  whereas,  at  the 
present  jnncture,  there  are  many  other  engagements 
for  which  the  pubiick  finilb  is  pledged,  and  the  punctual 
perlbmance  of  which  is  essential  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  neither  of  which  important  ol:jects  can 
be  effected  without  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  seve* 
ral  states  in  the. collection  of  taxes :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  respective  states  be  called  upon, 
in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to  make  every  effort  in 
their  power  to  forward  the  collection  of  taxes,  that 
Mch  a  sum  may  without  delay  be  paid  Into  the  com* 
mon  treasury  as  will  be  adequate  to  the  puUiek  exi* 
gences ;  and  that  Congress  confidently  rely,  for  an 
immediate  and  efficacious  attention  to  the  present  re- 
quisition, upon  the  disposition  of  their  constituents, 
and  [not]  only  to  do  justice  to  those  brave  men,  who 
haVe  suffered  and  sacrificed  so  much  in  the  caose  of 
their  coimtry,  and  whose  distresses  must  be  extreme 
should  they  be  sent  from  the  field  without  the  payment 
of  a  part  of  their  well-earned  dues,  but  also  to  enable 
CongreM  to  maintain  the  feith  and  reputation  of  the 
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United  States,  both  which  are  seriously  concerned  in 
relieving  the  necessities  of  a  meritorious  army,  and 
fulfilling  the  publick  stipulations* 

Resolved,  That  as  an  additional  mean  of  accom- 
plishing the  same  end,  a  further  application  be  im- 
mediately made  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  to  in- 
duce him  to  add  three  millions  of  livres  to  the  six  mil- 
lions already  granted,  in  part  of  the  loan  of  four  millions 
of  dollars  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  1 4th  day 
of  September,  1782:  and  that  his  said  majesty  be  in- 
formed, that  Congress  will  consider  his  compliance,  in 
this  instance,  as  a  new  and  valuable  proof  of  his  friend- 
ship peculiarly  interesting,  in  the  present  conjuncture 
of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States ;  and  will  apply  a 
part  of  the  requisitions  now  subsisting  upon  the  several 
states  to  the  repayment  of  the  said  three  millions. 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  di- 
rected to  take  the  necessary  arrangements  for  carrying 
the  views  of  Congress  into  execution  ;  and  that  he  be 
assured  of  their  firm  support  towards  ^fulfilling  the  en- 
gagements ha  has  already  taken  or  may  take  on  the 
publick  account  during  hts  continuance  in  office. 

MAY  5,  1783. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Mercer,  as  follows : 

Whereas  nine  states  did  not  assent  to  the  resolution 
passed  on  Friday  last  in  the  following  words,  to  wit : 
*'  Resolved,  That  as  an  additional  mean  of  accomplish- 
*^  ing  the  same  end,  a  further  application  be  immediate- 
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^  ly  mtde  to  bis  most  christian  majesty  to  induce  bith 
<<  to  add  tbree  millions  of  livres  to  tbe  six  millions  al- 
^<  ready  granted,  in  part  of  tbe  loan  of  four  millions  of 
^'dollars  requested  by  tbe  resolution  of  tbe  14tb  day  of 
^^  September,  1782  ;  and  tbat  bis  majesty  be  informed, 
**  tbat  Congress  will  consider  bis  compliance  in  tbis  in- 
^*  stance  as  a  new  and  valuable  proof  of  bis  friendship, 
*^  peculiarly  interesting  in  the  present  conjuncture  of 
^*  tbe  affiiirs  of  tbe  United  States ;  and  will  apply  a 
*^  part  of  the  requisitions  now  subsisting  upon  the  seve- 
>^  ral  states,  to  tbe  repayment  of  tbe  said  tbree  millions'' 
— be  erased  from  tbe  journal  as  unconstitutional. 

On  tbe  question  to  agree  to  tbis  motion,  tbe  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  Mercer — 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Whit^, 

Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Gorham, 
Mr«^iggenson, 

Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Dyer, 


No.yx 


No.  )\r 
No.SN^' 


No. 
No 


:\ 


No. 


Mr.  Hamilton,        No.  ^X 


Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Peters,     . 


Marylaiid, 
VirgiDiAy 

North  Carolina, 
South  p^^olioa^ 


flBCRCr  JOfTRHAL. 
Mr*  Heanleyy 

Mr*  Madison, 
Mr*  Blantiy 
Mu  A«  Ijc^i 
Mu  Mercer, 

Mr«  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr*  Ruiledge^ 
Mr*  Izard, 
Mr*  Gervats, 


No.>-x 
No.^ 

Ay.J 

No.> 
No.>  No* 
No.V 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative* 

MAY  16,  1783* 

• 

On  the  report  of  a  cotofniifee^  e6nsis4iog  of  Bfr.  WO- 
liamson,  Mr*  Carroll  and  Mr*  Osgood,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  a  letter  of  llth  June,  1781/ from 
the  honourable  do9tor  Frankliq,  tad  of  a  letter  of  4th 
October,  1781,  from  the  honourable  J*  Adams,  as 
respects  allowances  to  be  made  to  the  ministers  df  the 
United  States  at  foreign  courts,  *  ^ 

'^esolted,  That^be  payment  of  couril^rs  arsd  t^ 
postage  of  letters  shall  be  charged  to  the  United  States, 
by  their  ministers  at  foreign  courts,  as  contingent  eir- 
penses,  and  shall  be  allowed  as  such,  exclusive  of  their 
aalaries. 

* 

MAY  21,  1783. 

The  comiBfttee,  consisCfng  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr*  Gor- 
ham  and  Mr*  Pitzsiromons,  to  whom  was  referred  a  let- 
ter of  31st  April,  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs, 
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together  witE  ktten  of  16th  and  Idth  December,  1782, 
o.  fr.  from  Mr.  Dana,  having  reported  thereon,  and  the 
report  being  postponed^  a  motion  wasnnade  by  Mr. 
Hamilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Madison,,  in  the  words  (oU 
lowing: 

That  Mr*  Dana  be  bformed,  that  the  treaties  lately 
entered  into  for  restoring  peace  have  caused  such  an 
atteration  in  the  affairs  of  these  states,  as  to  Jiave  re« 
moved  the  primary  object  of  hifr  mission  tath%  court 
of  Russia,  the  acquisition  of  new  supports  to  their  in- 
dependence.  That  with  respect  to  a  commercial 
treaty  with  Russia,  ihey  eonsider  the  benefits  of  it  to 
this  coimtry  ia  an  extensive  degree  as  rather  remote,^ 
and  have  therefore  little  present  inducement  io  enter 
into  it,  besides  a  desire  of  cultivating  tfalfc  friendship  of 
that  court,  and  preserving  a  consistency  with  the  dis- 
position already  manifested  towai;ds  forming  a  con«> 
nezion  therewith,  and  also  of  laying  a  foundation  of  a 
future  intercourse;  when  the  tircumstances  of  the  two 
countries  may  be  more  favourable  to  the  saiiK.  Thai 
as  experieivce  will  enable  both  nations  to  form  a  better 
judgment  hereafter  of  th*e  principle  a))on  which  thdt 
intercourse  may  be  most  advantageously  conddcted, 
Congress  wobld  wish  any  treaty  now  formed  to  be  of 
ten^porary  duration,  and  limited  to  a  fixed  period.. 
That  in  this  view,  unless  Mr.  Dana  shall  have  already 
formed  ei^gagements  or  made  proposals,  from  which 
he  cannot  easily  recede,  of  a  more  indefinite  and  ex- 
tensive nature,  before  this  reaches  him,  he  be  instruct*^ 
ed  to  confine  the  duration  of  the  proposed  treaty  of 
commerce  to  fifteen  years,  agreeable  to  the  term  limit- 
ed  for  a  similar  treaty  with  the  court  of  Sweden ;  and 
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to  Stipulate  exprestl J, -that  the  same  thall  be  anlject 
lo  the  revisal  of  Congress  prerious  to  its  final  conclu* 
sion,  and  that  in  all  matters  be  iostsC  opon  exact  re- 
ciprocity. 

That  so  soon  as  this  object  shall  be  accomplisfaed, 
or  if  he  discovers  any  repugnancy  on  the  part  of  the 
<*ourt  of  Russia  to  entering  into  a  treaty  with  these 
states  on  liberal  principles,  he  be  permitted  to  retufb* 

That  with  respect  to  the  mbney  mentioned  in  fail 
letter  of  25th  August,  November  10th,  and  19th  Be* 
cember,  1789,  and  20th  January,  17&3,  to  be  empl^y^ 
ed  in  presents  to  the  ministers  of  that  court,  he  be  in- 
formed, as  that  by  the  confederation  no  persons  hold- 
ing offices  under  the  United  States  are  permitted  to 
receive  presents  from  foreign  powers,  so  it  is  not  con- 
sistent with  the  situation  or  policy  of  these  states  td 
adopt  that  practice  in  their  transactions  with  c^er 
nations. 

This  being  under  debate,  it  was  moved  and  agreed 
to  amend  it,  by  inserting  the  following  clause  after  the 
words  '^  new  supports  (o  their  independence  :^^ 

^That  though  Congress  approve  the  principles  of  tlie 
armed  neutrality,  founded  oto  the  liberal  basis  of  a 
maintenance  of  the  rights  df  neutral  nations  and  of  the 
privileges  of  commerce,  yet  they  are  unwilling,  at  this 
juncture,  to  become  a  party  to  a  confederacy  which 
may  hereafter  too  far  complicate  the  interesu  of  the 
United  States  with  the  politicks  of  Europe,  and  there- 
fore, if  such  a  progress  is  not  yet  made  in  this  business 
as  may  make  it  dishonourable  to  recede,  it  is  their 
desire,    that  no  further   measures  may  be  taken  at 
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ptwent  (owwdt  the  admission  of  the  United  States 
into  ths^  .CMfidenicjr. 
^AjBOtioo  was  made  by  Mn  Rutlec^e,  seconded  by 
Mn  Holteo,  tp^  strike  out  the  last  clause  respecting 
moliey ;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  that  clause  stand, 
the  yeas  and  nayk  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer— 


WassachusettSy 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

Kew  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylrania, 

Ularyland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Gorham, 
Mr.  Higgenson, 

Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 

Mr.  Boudinof, 
Mr.  Clark, 


Mr.  Fitzshnmons,    No.  ] 
Mr.  Montgomery,    Ay. 


No. 


Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Hemsley, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard, 


No.> 
Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

Ay 
Ay 
Ay 


i 


At. 


At. 


ij:]- 


No. 
No 


:| 


No. 


So  the  question  was  lost ;  and  the  clause  was  struck 
out. 
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A  motioQ  was  then  made  by  Mr*  WilliaoMOD,  second* 
ed  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  lieu  of  what  was  struck  out  to 
insert  as  follows  :  That  with  respect  to  the  money 
mentioned,  &e.  (in  the  words  of  the  original  motion  to 
the  end,  with  this  addition)  and  that  he  be  instructed 
to  decline  paying  the  same,  unless  the  steps  already 
taken  by  him  towards  forming  a  treaty  or  treaties,  shall, 
in  his  judgment,  imply  an  engagement  to  make  suck 
payment. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Williamson — 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia^ 
North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Gorham, 
Mr.  Higgenson, 

Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Hamihon, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clait, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Hemsley, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 


No.; 
No. 
No.  I, 

Ay.) 
Ay.} 


No. 


Ar. 


Ay.  ^x 

i!:!'- 


i 

Ay.) 
Ay.  J 


Ay 
Ay 
Ay 


At. 


At. 


lj:|- 


il:l 


At. 


1983.] 

South  Carolioi, 
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Mr.  Rotledge,        No. 
Mr.  Izard,    • 


9# 


No.) 
No.  5 


No. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  original  motion  as 
amended,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  byMrr 
Hawkins — 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


No. 
No. 
No 


Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Gorham, 
Mr.  HiggensoD, 

Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons,    Ay* 
Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Peters, 


Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr*  Hemsley, 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
So  the  question  was  lost. 


Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr*  Izard, 


!vNo. 
5J;|Divideb. 

Ay.  >.X 

Ay.) 

Ay.VAr. 
Ay.) 


ij:| 


No. 
No. 


:l 


Ar. 


At. 


No. 
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MAY  22,  1783. 

CoQgreis  refume<l  the  coosideratioQ  of  the  subject 
under  debate  yetterdaj;  aod  the  report  of  the  comr 
mittee  being  again  postponed, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr*  Madison,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Carroll,  that  Mr.  Dana- be  informed,  that  the  trea^^ 
ties  lately  ototered  into  for  restoring  peace  have  caused 
such  an  alteration  in  the  affairs  of  these  states,  as  to 
have  refldof  ed  the  primary  ob^ct  of  his  mission  to  the 
court  of  Rusda,  the  acquisition  of  new  supports  to  their 
independence  ;  that  he  be  instructed,  in  case  he  shall 
have  made  no  propositions  to  the  court  of  Russia  on 
the  subject  ,of  a  treaty  of  commerce!  to  declipe  making 
such  until  he  shall  receive  further  instructions  from 
Congress ;  that  in  case  he  shall  haire  made  such  propOt 
sitions,  he  be  informed,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress, 
that  as  far  as  it  will  consist, with- the  honour  of  the 
United  States  lie  insist  on  a  limittlion  of  the  treaty  to 
the  period  of  fifteen  years ;  and  that  the  same  be  sub- 
ject to  the  revisal  and  approbation  of  Congress,  before 
they  shall  ^e  obliged  to  accept  or  ratify  it.  That  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  fhe  plan 
'Of  a  treaty  pr9per  to  be  .transmitted  to  Mr.  Dana. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellsworth,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Gorliaib,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  fore- 
going motion,  in  order  to  consider  the  following : 

That  Mi'f  Dana  be  instructed,  in  case  he  has  not  %U 
cready  proceeded  too  fisr  in  the  commercial  treaty  be- 
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tween  the  (Jiriled  Sta^r  ud/dbe  court  of  Russia^  to 
stipulate,  that  the  treaty  be  limrted  to  the  term  of  fif- 
teen years ;  and  that  the  same  be  subject  to  the  revisal 
and  approbation  of  Congress,  before  thej  shall  be  an- 
der  obligations  to  accept  or  ratify  iL 

And  on  the  qoestioofor  postf^ooing  for  the  purpose 
abovementioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  HoUeiH-  . 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Islandi 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Hotten, 
Mr.  Gorham, 
Mr*  Higgenson, 

Mr*  Collins, 
Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Ellsworth) 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 

Mr.  Boodinot, 
^c.^  Clark, 


Ay.; 
Ay. 

Ay.] 


At. 


Ar. 


Ay.) 
Ay.  J 

Ay.yx 

No.)  V 
No.}  No. 


No.^ 


Mr.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons,   No. 
Mr.  Montgomery,   No. 
Mr.  Peters, 


>No. 


Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Hemsley, 

Mr*  Madison, 
Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 


No.j 
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South  Carolina, 
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Mr.  Rutledge,  Ay 

Mr.  Izard,  Ko 

Mr.  Genraisi  No< 


;! 


No. 


So  it  was  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Carroll — 


Massachusetts, 

0 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 


Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Gorham, 
Mr.  Higgenson, 

Mr.  CoHins, 
Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 

Mr.  Bou^ioot, 
Mr.  Clark,    . 


t 


No.: 

No.  5.  No. 
No. 
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Pennsylvania,         Mr.  Mifflin, 


No. 

No.5N<». 
No.  >«x 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons,    Ay.  I  ^ 
Mr.  Montgomery,   Ay.  i 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Hemsley, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Mercer, 


North  Carolina,     Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Gervais, 


Ay.J 


No. 


rwL] 
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So  the  qoeition  was  lost. 

Tbe  motioD  proposed  by  Mr.  Ellsworth  was  then 
made ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  the  jeai 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gorham*- 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Islandi 
Cooneo^ut, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
Sovth  Carolina, 


Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Gorham, 
Mr.  Higgenson, 

Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  Pitzsimitions, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Hemsley, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Gervais, 


Av. 


At. 


At. 


Ay.j 

Zi 

Ay.) 
Ay.  I 

Ay.) 
Aj.J 

aJ:P- 

Ay.J^'- 

Ay.  5  At. 


Ay.j 

Ay. 

No.< 


At. 


SoHrs* 

Reacired,  That  Mr.  Dana  be  instructed,  in  case  he 
iws  not  already  proceeded  too  far  in  the  commercial 
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treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  aind  the 
cotirt  ofRCtftsia,  to 'stipulate,  that  the  treaty  be  iiottited 
to  the  term  of  fifteen  years  ;  and  that  the  same  be  sub- 
ject to  the  revtsal  and  af^robation  of  Cohgreas,  be- 
fore they  shall  be  under  obligations  to  accept  or 
ratify  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Higgenson, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  report  a  ^lan  of  a  Commercial  treaty  proper  to  be 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Dana. 

The  members  chosen— Mr.  Fitssimmons,  Mr.  Hig^ 
genson  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

MAY  26,  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  seconded  by  Mr* 
Izard— 

Whereas  by  the  articles  agreed  upon  on  the  30th  of 
Nofefmber  last,  by  and  between  the  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  of  America  for  making  peace,  and 
the  commissioner  on  the  part  of  his  Britannick  majes- 
ty, it  is  stipulated,  that  his  Britannick  majesty  shall 
with  all  convenient  speed,  and  without  causing  any 
destruction  or  carrying  away  any  negroes  or  other 
property  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his 
armies,  garrisons  .and  flciets  from  the  said  Upited 
States,  aod  from  every  port,  place  and  harbour  within 
the  same:  And  whereas  a  considerable  number  of  ne- 
groes belongint^  to  the  citizens  of  these  states  have 
been  carried  off  therefrom,  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  said  articles : 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  letters  between  (he 
commander  in  chief  and  sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  other 
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papers  an  this  Bubject,  be  tranBtnitled  to  the  minitlers 
plcDipoteDtiary  of  these  stales  for  negotiatiDg  a  peace 
in  Europe;  and  that  they  be  directed  to  reiDODStrate 
thereon  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  take  proper 
flseasures  for  obtaining  such  reparation  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  will  admit. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolve  be 
transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief;  and  that  he 
be  directed  to  continue  his  remonstrances  to  sir  Guy 
Carleton  respecting  the  pcrmitUng  negroes  belonging 
to  the  citisens  of  these  states  to  leave  New  York,  and 
to  insist  on  the  disconunuance  of  that  measure* 

MAY  30,  1783. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Ellsworth,  Mr.  Izard,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Hawkins, 
appoipted  to  take  into  consideration  and  report  to 
Confreis  wbat  further  steps  are  proper  to  be  tkken  by 
thjsmf  or  carrying  into  eiect  the  stipulations  contained 
in  the  articles  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  dated  the  30tk  day  of  November  last,  having 
reported  as  fo^Hows :     . 

Whereas  by  the  treaty  entered  into  at  Parts,  on  the 
30th  day  of  November  last,  between  the  commissioners 
for  making  peace  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
tbe  eommisaioner  for  making  peace  on  the  part  of  his 
Britannick  majesty,  it  is  stipulated,  among  other  things, 
in  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  articles  as  follows  : 

Article  4th.  It  is  agreed,  that  creditors  on  either  side 
shall  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery 
ofth^  full  value  in  sterling  money  of  all  bona  fide  debts 
heretofore  contracted. 
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Article  «h.  It  h  agreed,  that  the  Congrets  shaH 
earnaatly  recommend  it  to  the  legislaturet  of  the  re^ 
spective  states  to  provide  for  the  restitetion  of  aU  ea- 
fates,  rights  and  properties,  which  have  been  confiseah 
ad  bdonging  to  real  British  subjects,  and  also  of  the 
estates,  rights  and  properties  of  persons  resideiit  us 
districts  in  the  possession  of  his  majesty^s  arms,  and 
who  have  not  borne  arms  against  the  said  United 
States }  and  that  persona  of  any  other  description  ahaH 
have  free  liberty  to  go  to  any  part  or  pwrts  of  any  of 
the  thirteen  United  Stales,  and  therein  to  remato 
twelve  jnonths  unmolested  in  their  endeavours  to  ob- 
tain  the  restitution  of  such  of  their  estates,  rights  and 
properties  as  may  have  been  confiscated;  and  that 
Congress  shall  also  earnestly  recommend  to  the  scFeral 
states  a  reconsideration  and  revision  of  all  acts  or  laws 
regarding  the  premises,  so  as  to  render  the  said  laws 
<v  acu  perfectly  conshtent,  not  only  with  justice  and 
equity,  but  with  that  spirit  of  conciliation,  wMeM^  on 
the  return  of  the  blessings  of'peace,  should  universally* 
prevail.  And  that  Congress  shall  also  earnestly  re« 
commend  to  the  several  states,  that  the  estates^  righta 
and  properties  of  such  last  mentioned  persons  shall  be 
i^tored  t#  them,  they  reAinding  U)  any  persons  who 
may  be  now  in  possession,  the  bona  fide  price  (wbef^ 
any  has  been  given)  which  suofa  persons  osay  bave 
paid  on  purchasing  any  of  the  said  lands,  rights  or 
properties  since  the  confiscation* 

And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  persons  who  may  have  any 
inierest  in  confiscated  lands,  either  by  debts,  marriage 
settlements  or  otherwise,  shall  meet  with  no  lawfcl 
iaipedimeat  in  the  proaecution  of  their  just  rights* 
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Article  dtb.  That  there  shall  be  no  future  coufiaca- 
tioDS  uiadei  nor  any  prosecutions  commenced,  against 
any  person  or  persons,  for  or  by  reason  of  the  part 
9rhieh  be  or  tbey^may  have  taken  in  the  present  war  ; 
and  that  no  person  shall,  on  that  account,  suffer  any 
future  loss  or  damage,  either  in  his  person,  liberty  or 
property ;  and  that  those  who  amy  be  in  confineoMcit 
on  such  charges  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  trea* 
ty  in  America,  Shall  be  immediately  set  at  liberty,  and 
the  prosecutions  so  commenced  be  discontinued* 

And  whereas  Congress  «re  desirous  of  giving  speedy 
and  full  effect  to  all  the  stipulations  in  the  said  treaty 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  of  accelerating 
thereby  the  blessings  of  peace,  in  confidence  that  the 
conduct  of  his  Britannick  majesty  will  be  governed  by 
a  like  disposition :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  states  be  required,  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  to  remove  all  obstructiona 
which  may  interpose  in  the  way  of  the  entire  and  faiths 
ful  execution  of  the  fourth  and  sixth  articles  above  ve* 
cited ;  and  that  it  be  at  the  tame  time  earnestly  recom« 
mended  to  them  to  take  into  serious  consideration,  the 
fifth  article  alio  above  recited :  and  to  conform  to  the 
several  matters  therein  contained  with  that  spirit  of 
moderation  and  liberality  which  ought  ever  to  charac- 
terize the  deliberations  and  measures  ot  a  free  and  en* 
lightened  nation. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr*  Peters,  seconded  by  Mr*> 
Izard,  that  the  said  report  be  committed ;  and  on  the 
question  for  commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Hamilton — 


Rhode  Island, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Petmsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Vvginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Holteo, 
Mr.  Gorham, 

Mr*  Collins, 
Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Condict, 


tMV»t 


Ay.> 


At. 


^y-  i  At 

No.  >^X 


Ay. 

Ay 
Ay 


I 


At. 


Mr.  MifBift,  Ay.") 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons,    Ay.  f 
Mr.  Wilson,  Ay.  ^At. 


Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr«  Peters, 

Mr.  M'Comb, 
Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  BereajTord, 


Ay.  I 
Ay.j 


Ay 
Ay 

Ay 


:! 


Ar. 


t':l- 


Ay.j 

Ay. 

Ay.] 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hawkins, 
Resolved,  That  no  commercial  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  foreign  ports  shall  be  entitled  to  a  salary, 
unless  such  salary  is  expressed  in  the  resolution  ap- 
pointing the  agent. 
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CpDgreu  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commercial 
agent  of  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  HavaoDa; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Olirer  Pollock  was 
elected,  be  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr. 
Clark. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Fitz* 
Simmons  and  Mr.  Bland;  to  whom  were  referred  the 
resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  passed 
on  the  17th  of  December,  1782,  and  a  letter  of  the 
Idtfa  March,  1783,  from  the  supreme  executive  council 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  report, 

That  by  the  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of 
Virginia,  the  delegates  of  that  state  are  instructed  to 
move  Congress,  that  they  may  direct  their  deputies 
who  shall  represent  these  states  in  the  general  Con- 
gress for  adjusting  a  peace  or  truce,  neither  to  agree  to 
any  restitution  of  property  confiscated  by  the  state, 
nor  submit  that  the  laws  made  by  any  independent 
state  of  this  union  be  subjected  to  the  adjudication  of' 
any  power  or  powers  on  earth. 

Upon  these  resolutions  the  committee  remark,  that 
by  the  fourth  article  of  the  provisional  treaty,  conclude 
ed  between  the  ministers  of  these  United  States  and 
the  commissioner  of  his  Britannick  majesty,  it  is  ex- 
pressly stipulated,  ^*  that  creditors  on  either  side  shall 
*'  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of 
^  the  full  value  in  sterling  monsy  of  all  bona  fide  debts 
*^  heretofore  contracted.^'  From  which  stipulation  the 
conbmittee  conceive  the  commissioners  of  these  states 
caimot  retract  without  a  violation  of  the  national  faith ; ' 
and  that  the  honour  and  the  interest  of  these  United 


HI  sBoarr  jouRif  AL.  tJ^^j^f 

(States  reqniri  tbat  it  ikould  be  subfttantiallj  eompKed 

Resolirei,  That  Cxmgress  agree  to  tbe  said  reports 

Tli6CoaiBiitiee,coiiti8(iQg  of  Mr.  WiUoni  Mr.  Bed* 
ford  and  Mr.  Mercer,  to  whom  was  referred  so  moclr 
of  liie  report  of  the  foregoing  committee  as  related  to 
the  letter  from  the  executive  coancil  of  PeaiisjrWaMai 
together  mtb  sundry  motions  made  ia  Congress,  report^ 

That  tbe  letter  from  the  executive  council  of  Pernio 
sylvania,  stating  the  hardships  which  wiH  arise  t6  the 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  if  tbe  fourth  article  in  the 
treaty  afov^said  is  tsken  strictly,  brings  to  view  the 
sitqalion  of  numbers  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  every  state 
who  are  debtors  to  people  residing  in  Great  Britaiii. 
Tbat  several  states  in  the  union  have  fouod  it  neeessa* 
ry  to  restrict  the  recovery  of  debts  due  among  their 
own  citizens,  beA>re  the  present  war^  upon  principles 
of  justice  and  convenience ;  nor  ban  foreigners  con- 
plain  of  being  put  upon  the  same  footing:  Where* 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  tbe  ministers  of  these  United  States 
for  making  peace  with  Great  Britain  be  instructed  td 
represent  to  the  ministers  of  that  kingdom  the  hard# 
ship  which  would  result  to  the  citisens  of  these  United 
States  if  their  creditors  in  Great  Britain  were  permit* 
led  to  press  them  for  the  immediate  payment  of  the 
liebts  contracted  before  the  war ;  asd  to  endeavour  to 
procure  such  an  amendment  as  that  no  execution  shall 
issue  for  any  debt  contracted  before  the  war,  in  less 
than  three  years  after  the  signing  of  the  definitive 
treaty.    And  that  the  said  ministers  be  informed,  thai 
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Congress  are  of  opinion,  that  all  demands  for  interest 
accruing  during  the  war  would  be  highly  inequitable 
and  unjust.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States,  sub- 
jected by  the  war  commenced  by  Great  Britain,  to 
continual  depredations  of  private  property  peculiarly 
distressing  to  individuals,  have  been  excluded  in  a 
great  measure  from  a  commercial  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  and  consequently  deprived  of  all  mart 
for  their  produce.  They  cannot,  therefore,  consistent- 
ly with  the  plain  principles  of  justice  be  said' to  have 
enjoyed  the  use  of  the  capital  sums  due  from  them  pre- 
vious to  the  war,  the  only  equitable  foundation  of  a 
claim  to  interest ;  but  have  stood  the  involuntary  in- 
surers of  their  original  debts  under  circumstances 
manifestly  prejudicial,  and  attended  with  certain  loss. 
And  if  the  said  ministers  shall  find  it  necessary  or  ex- 
pedient, it  is  the  desire  of  Congress,  that  they  endea« 
vour  to  obtain  a  precise  definition  of  that  article  of 
the  preliminary  treaty  which  stipulates  payment  of 
debts,  expressly  excluding  all  demand  for  interest,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  disputes  which  may  hereafter 
arise  from  the  unexplicit  terms  of  that  article. 

That  the  said  ministers  be  farther  instructed,  to  con- 
tend for  an  express  stipulation  in  the  definitive  treaty 
of  peace,  providing  for  a  fair  liquidation  of  all  charges 
for  subsistence  of  prisoners  of  war,  and  other  reasona- 
ble demands,  and  for  a  proper  provision  for  the  dis- 
charge, in  a  reasonable  period,  of  whatever  balances 
may  appear  to  be  justly  due. 
VOL  III.  46 
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Ordered,  That  a  coniinission  issue  to  OHve?  Pol« 
lock,  as  commercial  a^g^ent  of  the  Uoked  States  at  th^ 
Havanna. 

The  form  of  a  commission  bein|^  prepared  at  the 
table,  was  agreed  to,  aa  follows  : 

The  United  States  io  Congress  assembled — To  0U-> 
¥<tr  Pollock,  Enquire,  Greeting. 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
abilities  and  integritj,  have  constituted  and  appointed, 
and  by  these  presents  do  constitute  und  appoint  you 
our  commercial  agent,  during  our  pleasure^  at  the  city 
and  port  of  Havanna,  to  manage  the  occasional  con- 
cerns of  Congress,  to  assist  the  American  traders  witb 
your  advice,  and  to  solicit  their  affairs  with  the  Spa- 
nish gofemment,  and  to  govern  yourself  according  to 
tho  orders  you  may  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled.  And  that  you 
oay  effectually  execute  the  oflSce  to  which  you  are 
appointed,  we  request  the  govemour,  judges  and  all 
other  officers  of  his  catholick  majesty  to  afford  you  all 
cosnienance  and  assistance. 
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lo  tettimofey  whereof,  we  have  caoeed  the  eeal  «f  the 
United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Wttoest^ 
1m  excellency  Elias  Boodinot,  President  of  the 
Uohed  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  second 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou* 
sand  seren  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  of  our 
soTeretgnty  and  independence,  the  seventh.. 

JUNE  4,  1753, 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Hamilton,  seconded  by  Mr*. 
Clark- 
Mr.  Livingston  having  signified  to  Cbi^ress  his  de- 
sire of  relinciuishing  the  exercise  of  the  office  of  foreign 
aiairs,  and  bis  intention  of  returning  to  the  state  of 
New  York, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretarv  of  Congress  be  direct- 
ed to  receive  the  papers  of  the  said  office  into  bis  care 
till  a  successor  to  Mr.  Livingston  can  be  appointed ;. 
and  that  next  Wednesday  be  aesigned  for  the  election 
of  a  secretary  for  the  department  of  foreign  aflbirs. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  Con*> 
gross  be  presented  to  Mr.  Livingston  for  hh  servicer 
during  his  continuance  in  office ;  and  that  he  be  as- 
sured, Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  ability,. 
seal  and  fidelity,  with  whicb  he  bath  discharged  the 
important  trust  reposed  in  hinw 

JUNE  10,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mrw. 
Rutledge,    Mr.  Fitzsimmons   and   Mr.   Bfadison^  ta^ 
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whom  wai  referred  so  much  of  the  letter  of  5th  De- 
cember, from  the  goverDOur  of  New  Orleans,  and  a 
letter  of  2d  March,  from  the  governour  of  Havanna,  as 
relates  to  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 
rights  of  neutrality  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  Church  and  Heydon,  together  with  a. note  from  the 
honourable  the  minister  of  France,  accompanied  with 
a  letter  of  25th  March,  from  don  Anton.  Argote — 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  papers  abovemention- 
ed,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  court  of 
appeals  in  the  case  of  the  brig  San  Antonio,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  governour  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  ; 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  cause  proper  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  criminal  charge  against  messieurs  Church 
and  Heydon,  and  such  measures  taken  as  may  be  most 
effectual  for  procuring  satisfaction  for  the  injury  done, 
as  is  alleged,  to  the  flag  of  his  catholick  majesty ;  and 
that  copies  of  this  resolution,  and  of  the  decree  of  the 
court  of  appeals  aforesaid,  be  transmitted  to  the  ho- 
nourable the  minister  of  France,  and  to  the  governour 
of  New  Orleans. 

JUNE  11,  1788. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peters,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
Ordered,  That  the  election  of  a  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs  be  postponed  till  Tuesday  next. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  A. 
Lee,  Mr.  Izard  and  Mr.  Williamson,  to  whom  was  re- 
committed their  report  on  the  ceremonial  of  foreign 
ministers. 
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Res^lired,  That  every  foreign  minister^  od  his  being 
admitted  to  his  first  audience,  shall  be  introduced  by 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  a  seat  provided  for 
him  facing  the  President  of  Congress,  the  President 
and  members  being  seated,  and  the  President  covered, 
the  minister  being  uncovered,  and  so  to  remain,  unless 
he  be  of  the  rank  of  an  ambassador^ 

The  minister  being  seated,  shall  deliver  his  letter  of 
credence  to  the  secretary  of  Congress  by  his  own  sec- 
retary, who  shall  stand  by  him  during  his  audience. 
If  the  minister  chooses  to  address  Congress,  he  shall 
rise  when  he  speaks* 

The  letter  of  credence  being  delivered  by  the  secre- 
tary of  Congress  to  the  interpreter,  when  such  officer 
shall  be  necessary,  he  shall  read  it  in  its  own  original 
language,  and  then  present  a  translation  of  it  to  the 
secretary  of  Congress,  who  shall  read  the  same  ;  upon 
which  the  President,  after  reading  his  answer  uncover- 
ed, shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  secretary  of  Congress, 
who  shall  present  it  to  the  minister,  who  shall  rise  to 
receive  it. 

The  minister  then  shall  be  reconducted  to  his  car- 
riage by  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 

If  the  minister  is  of  the  rank  of  an  ambassador,  or- 
dinary or  extraordinary,  he  shall  be  covered  when  he 
takes  bis  seat.  In  that  case  too  the  President  shall 
rise  when  the  ambassador  is  introduced,  and  also  when 
he  reads  his  answer. 

In  any  subsequent  publick  audience  of  a  foreign 
minister,  the  same  ceremonial  shall  be  observed,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  delivery  and  reading  of 
the  credentials. 
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Everjr  foreign  mioister,  after  hb  fiist  audieoct,  rfiall 
pay  the  first  ?isk  to  the  Presideat  and  other  nramlMSi 
of  CongresB. 

JUNE  12,  1783. 

The  committee,  coosittiog  of  Mr*  Maditon,  Mr» 
ElUworth  and  Mr*  Hamihon,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
report  of  the  secretary  for  foreigpi  affiiirs  oo  a  letter  of 
20th  March  last,  from  Mr.  Dumasi  and  sundry  papers 
leoelosed,  report, 

That  it  appears  from  the  said  letter  and  the  papers 
enclosed,  that  propositions  have  been  made  on  the  part 
of  the  states  general  to  the  ministers  of  the  United 
States  of  America  at  Pariit  in  order  to  render  ao  ex^ 
press  stipulation  in  favour  of  the  freedom  of  oaviga- 
tion  less  necessary  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands, either  to  accede  to  the  treaty  of  the  armed  neu- 
trality already  concluded  between  some  powers  of 
Europe,  or  to  enter  into  similar  engagements  with 
France,  Spain  and  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands ;  or  in  case  France  and  Spain  should  rcfese  to 
enter  into  a  convention  founded  on  the  principles  of 
the  armed  neutrality,  or  wish  to  delay  it  till  after  the 
general  peace,  to  form  a  separate  convention  for  si- 
milar purposes  between  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands  and  the  United  States  of  America. 
'  That  the  answers  to  these  propositions  do  not  ap- 
pear from  the  papers  transmitted,  though  there  is  room 
to  infer  from  Mr.  Dumas^s  letters  of  the  4th  and  18th 
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of  Febrdtryi  thAt  the  l#0  first  9t  ihest^  propMiCions 
wtce  eicouraged  by  oat  miBiileniy  and  that  the  tlalei 
general  pNpoaed  td.  att  ta  cdntequeii^te  thereof,  asd 
bad  ODiade  the  hutl  proposition,  in  order  to  bo' prepare^ 
10  case  either  or  both  of  the  two  first  should  foil. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  ihe  secretary  for 
foreign  aflairs,  that  no  powers;  are  at  present  vested  in 
any  person  in  Europe  to  agree  to  any  treaty  similair 
So  tfaaC  entered  iato  by  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmarii  and 
the  United  Proriacea  of  the  Netherlands,  after  the 
peace  shall  be  concluded.  The  iesolotioo  of  the  5th 
of  October,  1780,  enpowers  the  ministers  of  these 
stales,  if  invited  thereto,  to  accede  to  such  regulations 
conformable  to  the  spif  ii  of  the  declaration  of  the  em*' 
press  of  Russia  as  may  bo  agreed  upon  by  the  Con* 
gress  expected  to  assemble  in  pursuance  of  the  invita- 
ttoo  of  her  imperial  majesty.  Our  ministers  received 
no  invitation';  and  special*  powers  were  afterwards 
given  to  Mr.  Dana,  which  in  their  nature  superseded 
that  resolution.  Mr.  Dana  was,  by  his  commission 
and  instructioM,  empowered  to  sign  the  treaty  or  con- 
vention for  the  protection  of  commerce  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  either  'with  her  imperial  majesty 
in  conjunction  with  the  other  neutral  powers,  or,  if 
that  shall  be  inadmissible,  separately,  with  her  impe- 
rial majesty,  or  any  of  those,  that  is,  those  neutral 
powers.  The  treaty  being  only  made  to  continue  dur- 
ing the  war,  his  powers  terminated  with  the  war,  or 
at  most  extended  only  to  signing  it  with  the  neutral 
powers,  and  not  to  form  a  new  and  separate  treaty. 

Whereupon  Congress  came  to  the  following  reso^ 
lution  7 
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Whereas  the  primary  object  of  the  resolution  of 
October  5,  1780,  and  of  the  commission  and  instruc- 
tions to  Mr.  Dana,  relative  to  the  accession  of  the 
United  Sfates  to  the  neutral  confederacy,  no  longer 
can  operate ;  and  as  the  true  interest  of  these  states 
requires  that  they  should  be  as  little  as  possible  en- 
tangled  in  the  politicks  and  controversies  of  European 
nations,  it  is  inexpedient  to  renew  the  said  powers 
either  to  Mr.  Dana,  or  to  the  other  ministers  of  these 
United  States  in  Europe ;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  libe- 
ral  principles,  on  whi4h  the  said  confederacy  was  es- 
tablished, are  conceived  to  be  in  general  favourable 
to  the  interests  of  nations,  and  particularly  to  those 
of  the  United  States,  and  ought  in  that  view  to  be  pro- 
moted by  the  latter  as  far  as  will  consist  with  their 
fundamental  policy: 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of 
these  United  States  for  negotiating  a  peace  be  and 
they  are  hereby  instructed,  in  case  they  should  com- 
prise in  the  definitive  treaty  any  stipulations  amount- 
ing to  a  recognition  of  the  rights  of  neutral  nations, 
to  avoid  accompanying  them  by  any  engagements 
which  shall  oblige  the  coiltracting  parties  to  support 
those  stipulations  by  arms. 

JULY  29,  1783. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  concluded  between  the  king  of  Sweden 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  signed  at  Paris  on 
the  third  day  of  April  last ;  and  the  same  was  accepted 
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$nd  ratified,  dim  stales  batng  prestDt,  in  the  maaner 
follewing:  ' 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem* 
bled-— Te  all  who  shall  see  these  presents.  Greeting* 

Whereas  by  onr  comtAission  dated  at  Philadelphia, 
,M  the  tweaty^eighth  day  of  September,  1782,  the 
honourable  Benjamin  Franklin  irai  invested  with  full 
powers,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  concert  and  cenclnde  with  a>  person  or  persons 
e(|«aily  empowered  on  the  part  of  his  majesty  the  king 
of  Sweden,  a  treaty  of  amity  and  cdfainierce,  having 
for  its  basis  the  most  perfect  equality,  and  for  its  ob^ 
jectthemotaal  advantage  of  the  parties,  we  promising 
in  good  faith  to  ratify  whatever  should  be  transacted 
by  virtue  of  the  said  commission  :  And  whereas  our 
said  minister,  in  pursuance  of  bis  full  powers^  did,  aS 
Paris,  OR  the  third  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eigbty-ihnee,  with 
count  Gufltavas  Philip  de  Croats,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary named  for  that  purpose,  on  the  part  of  his  BM)esty 
the  king  of  Sweden,  condade  and  sign  a  treaty  «f  amity 
and  commerce  in  the  words  foUowiog,  to  wit : 

*  A  Treaty  of  Anvity  and  Comaierce,  oencluded  be* 
Iween  bis  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  the 
United  States  of  North  America* 

The  king  of  Sweden,  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals^, 
tic.  Sic.  iic.  and  the  thirteen  United  Siates  of  North 

*  Tbe  French  ride  of  this  tieatj  omitfed.    See  U.  8.  Laws,  Bioren^a 
edStioo,  VoLI.  p.  176. 
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America,  to  wit :  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Baj, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and 
Sussex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  desiring  to  estate 
lish,  in  a  stable  and  permanent  manner,  the  rules  which 
ought  to  be  observed  relative  to  the  correspondence 
and  commerce  which  th#  two  parties  have  judged  ne- 
cessary to  establish  between  their  respective  coun- 
tries, states  and  subjects ;  his  majesty  and  the  United 
States  have  thought  that  they  could  not  better  accom- 
plish that  end,  than  by  taking  for  a  basts  of  their  ar» 
rangements  the  mutual  interests  and  advantage  of  both 
nations,  thereby  avoiding  all  those  burdtosome  prefe- 
rences, which  are  usually  sources  of  debate,  embar- 
rassment and  discontent,  and  by  leaving  each  party  at 
liberty  to  make,  respecting  navigation  and  commerce, 
those  interiour  regulations  which  shall  be  most  conve- 
nient to  itself. 

With  this  view,  his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden  has 
nominated  and  appointed  for  bis  plenipotentiary  count 
Gustavtts  Philip  de  Creutz,  his  ambassador  estniordi- 
nary  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  and  knight  com-^ 
mander  of  his  orders ;  and  the  United  States,  on  their 
part,  have  fully  empowered  Benjamin  Franklin,  their 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  his  most  christian  majesty : 
the  said  plenipotentiaries,  after  exchanging  their  fiili 
powders,  and  after  mature  deliberation  in  consequence 
thereof,  have  agreed  upon,  concluded  and  signed  the 
following  articles : 
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ARTICLE    I. 


There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolabfe  and  universal 
peace,  and  a  true  and  sincere  friendship  between  the 
king  of  Sweden,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America,  and  the  subjects  of  his  majesty, 
and  those  of  the  said  stales,  and  between  the  countries, 
islands,  cities  and  towns,  situated  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  king  and  of  the  said  United  States,  without 
any  exception  of  persons  or  places ;  and  the  conditions 
agreed  to  in  this  present  treaty,  shall  be  perpetual  and 
permanent  between  the  king,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
and  the  said  United  States. 


ARTICLE  II. 


The  king  and  the  United  Stales  engage  mutually, 
not  to  grant  hereafter  any  particular  favour  to  other 
nations  in  respect  to  commerce  and  navigation,  which 
shall  not  immediately  become  common  to  the  other 
party,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  favour  freely,  if  the 
concession  was  freely  made,  or  on  allowing  the  same 
compensation,  if  the  concession  was  conditional. 


ARTICLE    III. 


The  subjects  of  the  king  of  Sweden  shall  not  pay 
in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  islands,  cities 
and  towns  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  any 
other  nor  greater  duties  or  imposts,  of  what  nature 
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soever  they  may  be,  than  those  which  the  moat  fo- 
Toured  nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and 
they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges, 
immunities  and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigatioa.  and 
commerce,  which  the  said  nations  do  or  shall  enjoy, 
whether  in  passing  from  one  port  to  another  of  tho 
United  States,  or  in  going  to  or  from  the  samt|  from 
or  to  any  part  of  the  world  whatever* 

ARTICLE   IV. 

The  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  tho  said  United 
States  shall  not  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  islands, 
cities  and  towns  under  the  dominion  of  the  king  of 
Sweden,  any  other  or  greater  duties  or  imposts  of 
what  nature  soever  they  may  be,  or  by  what  name 
soever  called,  than  those  which  the  most  favoured  na- 
tions are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay;  and  they  shall  en- 
joy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and 
exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  which 
the  said  nations  do  or  shall  enjoy,  whether  in  paasbg 
fr<Mii  one  port  to  another  of  the  dominion  of  bis  said 
majesty,  or  in  going  to  or  from  the  same,  from  or  to 
any  paH  of  the  world  whatever* 

▲RTICLK   V« 

There  shall  bt  granted  a  full,  perfect  and  entire 
liberty  of  conscience  ta  the  inhabitants  and  subjects 
of  each  party,  and  no  person  shall  be  molested  on  ac* 
count  of  hia  worship ;  provided  he  sobmits  ao  far  as 
regards  the  publick  demonstration  of  it  to  the  laws  of 


the  country.  Moreover,  liberty  shall  be  granted, 
when  any  of  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  either  party 
die  in  the  territory  of  the  other,  to  bury  them  in  con- 
venient and  decent  places,  which  shall  be  assigned 
for  the  purpose ;  and  the  two  contracting  parties  will 
provide  each  in  its  jurisdiction,  that  the  subjects  and 
inhabitants  respectively  may  obtain  certificates  of  the 
death,  in  case  the  delivery  of  them  is  required^ 


ARTICLE  VI, 

The  subjects  of  the  contracting  parties  in  the  re- 
spective slates  may  freely  dispose  of  their  goods  and 
effects,  either  by  testament,  donation  or  otherwise,  in 
favour  of  such  persons  as  they  may  think  proper ;  and 
theif  heirs,  in  whatever  place  they  shall  reside,  shall 
receive  the  succession  eyen  ub  tnieitato^  either  in 
person  or  by  their  attorney,  without  having  occasion 
to  take  out  letters  of  naturalisation.  These  inheri- 
tances, as  well  as  the  capital  and  effects  which  the 
subjects  of  the  two  parties,  in  changing  their  abode, 
shall  be  desirous  of  removing  from  the  place  of  their 
abode,  shall  be  exempted  from  all  duty  called  ^'  droU 
**  de  d^traction^^^  on  the  part  of  (he  government  of 
the  two  states  respectively.  But  it  is  at  the  same  time 
agreed,  that  nothing  contained  in  this  article  shall  in 
any  manner  derogate  from  the  ordinances  published 
in  Sweden  against  emigrations,  or  which  may  hereaf- 
ter be  published,  which  shall  remain  in  full  force  and 
vigour*  The  United  States  on  their  part,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  make  respecting  this  mat- 
ter, such  laws  as  they  think  proper* 
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ARTICLE  VII* 

All  and  every  the  subjects  and  iobabitaots  of  the 
kingdom  of  Sweden,  as  well  as  those  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  permitted  to  navigate  with  their  vessels 
in  all  safety  and  freedom,  and  without  any  regard  to 
those  to  whom  the  merchandises  and  cargoes  may  be* 
long,  from  any  port  whatever ;  and  the  subjects  and 
inhabitants  of  the  two  states  shall  likewise  be  permit- 
ted to  sail  and  trade  with  their  vessels,  and  with  the 
same  liberty  and  safety  to  frequent  the  places,  ports 
and  havens  of  powers,  enemies  to  both  or  either  of 
the  contracting  parties,  without  being  in  any  wise  mo- 
lested or  troubled,  and  to  carry  on  a  commerce  not 
only  directly  from  the  ports  of  an  enemy  to  a  neutral 
port,  but  even  from  one  port  of  an  enemy  to  another 
port  of  an  enemy,  whether  it  be  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  same  or  of  difibrent  princes.  And  as  it  is 
acknowledged  by  this  treaty,  with  respect  to  ships 
and  merchandises,  that  free  ships  shall  make  their 
merchandises  free,  and  that  every  thing  which  shall  be 
on  board  of  ships  belonging  to  subjects  of  the  one  or 
the  other  of  the  contracting  parties,  shall  be  consider- 
ed  as  free,  even  though  the  cargo  or  a  part  of  it  should 
belong  to  the  enemies  of  one  or  both  ;  it  is  neverthe- 
less provided,  that  contraband  goods  shall  always  be 
excepted ;  which  being  intercepted,  shall  be  proceed- 
ed against  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  following  ar* 
tides.  It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  the  same  liberty  be 
extended  to  persons  who  may  be  on  board  a  free  ship, 
with  this  effect,  that  although  they  be  enemies  to  both 
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or  either  of  the  contractiDg  parties,  they  shall  not  be 
taken  out  of  the  free  ship,  unless  they  are  soldiers  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  said  enemies. 


ARTICLE    VIII, 

This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  shall  extend 
to  all  kinds  of  merchandises,  except  those  only  which 
are  expressed  in  the  following  article,  and  are  distin- 
guished by  the  name  of  contraband  goods  : 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Under  the  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited  goods, 
shall  be  comprehended  arms,  great  guns,  cannon  balls, 
arquebuses,  muskets,  [mortars,]  bombs,  petards,  gre- 
oadoes,  saucisses,  pitch  balls,  carriages  for  ordnance^ 
musket  rests,  bandoliers,  cannon  powder,  matches, 
saltpetre,  sulphur,  bullets,  pikes,  sabres,  swords,  mo* 
rions,  helmets,  cuirasses,  halberds,  javelins,  pistols, 
holsters,  belts,  bayonets,  horses  with  their  harness,  and 
all  other  like  kinds  of  arms  and  instruments  of  war  for 
the  use  of  troops. 

ARTICLE   X. 

These  which  follow  shall  not  be  reckoned  in  the 
number  of  prohibited  goods,  that  is  to  say  ;  all  sorts  of 
cloths,  and  all  other  manufactures  of  wool,  flax,  silk, 
cotton  or  any  other  materials,  all  kinds  of  wearing  ap- 
parel, together  with  the  things  of  which  they  are  com- 
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mumlj  made,  gold,  silrer,  coined  or  uncoioedt  lm«t 
iron,  lead,  copper,  latten,  coals,  wheat,  barley,  and  <dl 
torts  of  corn  or  pnlse^  tobacco,  all  kind  of  spkes,  salt- 
ed and  smoked  flesh,  salted  fish,  cheese,  batter,  be^, 
oil,  wines,  sugar,  all  sorts  of  salt  and  provisions,  which 
senre  for  the  nourishment  and  sustenance  of  man  ;  all 
kinds  of  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  cables, 
sails,  sail  cloth,  anchors  and  any  parts  of  anchors,  ship 
masts,  planks,  boards,  beams,  and  all  sorts  of  trees  and 
other  things  proper  for  building  or  repairing  ships ;  nor 
shall  any  goods  be  considered  as  contraband,  which 
have  not  been  worked  into  the  form  of  any  instrument 
or  thing  for  the  purpose  of  war,  by  land  or  by  sea, 
much  less  such  as  have  been  prepared  or  wrought  up 
for  any  other  use :  all  which  shall  be  reckoned  free 
goods,  as  likewise  all  others  which  are  not  comprehend- 
ed  and  particularly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article ; 
so  that  they  shall  not,  by  any  pretended  interpretation,be 
comprehended  among  prohibited  or  contraband  goods; 
on  the  contrary,  they  may  be  freely  transported  by  the 
subjects  of  the  king  and  of  the  United  States,  even  to 
places  belonging  to  an  enemy,  such  places  only  ex- 
cepted as  are  besieged,  blocked  or  invested;  and  those 
places  only  shall  be  considered  as  such,  which  are 
nearly  surrounded  by  one  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

ARTICLK   XI. 

In  order  to  aroid  and  prevent  on  both  sides,  ail  dis- 
putes and  discord,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  case  one  of  the 
parties  shall  be  engaged  in  a  war,  the  ships  and  ressets 
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MMgMigtatlip  Hibgecl*  or-  ialiaihi&Mts  of  lhe«  othtr 
aMl  bo  finiiBlicd  with  tea  laClers  ot  pastpotte,  #«-. 
fnming  Ibo  nuiie,  property  aoidi  por^  of  the  vestelv 
and  also  the  aame  and  place  of  abode  oFlbomaslier  or 
commander  of  the  said  vessel,  in  order  that  it  may 
thereby  appear  that  the  said  vessel  really  and  truly 
belongs  to  the  subjects  of  one  or  the  other  party. 
These  passports^  which  shall  b»  dranFtt  op  in  good  and 
ckio  fomrii  shaH-  bo  renewed  every  tinie  ^  Vtessel  re^ 
iwrns  hmde  in  the  coarse  of  the  jif  av.  It  is.  ala6 
^Feed^  that  the  said  vesseb  when  loaded  shail  b* 
provided  pot  onty  witb  sea^  letters,  bui  also  with  oertin 
ieales  coalaniiiig  a  particoiar  acoountof  the  car  go,  the 
pbcO'  horn  which  the  vessel  sailed^  and  thai  of  hea 
dostiaalioR,  in  orckr  that  if  may  be  known  whether 
they  carry  aay  of  th^  pnohibited  or  coatrabaad  mer« 
obaadises  aseationed  in  ihe  ninth  article  of  the  present 
treaty ;  which  certificates  shall  be  made  oat  by  the 
officeys  of  the  place  from  wfaick  the  vesael  shall  de- 
parts 

ARTICLE   XII. 

.  Akhoii^  ^he  v^^^l^k  of  the  qne  and  of  the  other 
P^ty  may  navigate  ke^\f  a^d  with  all  safety,  as  is 
-  explained  in  the  seventh  ar^de,  they  ^luU  neverthe- 
less be  bw^  ft^  ^H  timesi  when  requij^edi  to  e^iiiibit  a^ 
well  oa  the  big^  s^ea  as  in  port,  their  p^sspqrts  9^i\d 
certificates  s^bov-eaieation^  Aod  net  having  contra- 
band mefchandi<>e  on  b|Oiard  Cor  an  enemy^  poj^,,  tbej 
m^  freely  imd  without  hindrance  pursue  their  voyag!^ 
tQ  tim  place  ^f  the^  destinatiom  (T^verthel^i),  tbf 
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exhibition  of  papers  shall  not  be  demanded  of 
chant  ships  under  the  convoy  of  vessels  of  war,  but 
credit  «baU  be  given  to  the  word  of  the  officer  com- 
manding the  convoy. 

ARTICLE    XIIK 

df  on  producing  the  said  certificates,  it  be  discover- 
ed  that  the  vessel  carries  some  of  the  goods  which  are 
declared  to  be  prohibited  or  contraband,  and  which 
are  consigned  to  an  enemy's  port,  it  shall  not  however 
be  lawfui  to  break  up  the  hatches  of  such  ships,  nor  to 
open  any  chest, xofTers,  packs,  casks  or  vessels,  nor  to 
remove  or  displace  the  smallest  part  of  the  merchan- 
dises, until  the  cargo  has  been  landed  in  the  presence 
of  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  until  an  in- 
irentory  thereof  has  been  taken ;  nor  shall  it  be  lawful 
to  sell,  exchange  or  alienate  the  cargo  or  any  part 
thereof,  until  legal  process  shall  have  been  had  against 
the  prohibited  merchandises,  and  sentence  shall  have 
passed  declaring  them  liable  to  confiscation,  saving 
aevertbeless  as  well  the  ships  themselves,  as  the.  other 
merchandises  which  shall  have  been  found  therein, 
which,  by  virtue  of  this|>resent  treaty,  are  to  be  es- 
teemed free,  and  which  are  not  to  be  detained  on  pre- 
tence of  their  having  been  loaded  with  prohibited  mer- 
chandise, and  much  less  confiscated  as  lawful  prize.* 
And  in  case  the  contraband  merchandise  be  only  a  part 
of  the  cargo,  and  the  roaster  of  the  yessel  agrees,  con- 
sents and  oflers  to  deliver  them  to  the  vessel  that  has 
discovered  them,  in  that  case  the  latter,  after  receiving 
the  merchandises  which  are  good  prise,  shall  imme* 
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diately  let  the  vessel  go,  and  shall  not  bjr  any  means 
hinder  her  from  pursuing  her  voyage  to  the  place  of 
her  destination.  When  a  vessel  is  taken  and  brought 
into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  contracting  parties,  if  upoa 
examination  she  be  found  to  be  loaded  only  with  mer<^ 
chandisea  declared  to  be  free,  the  owner^  or  he  who 
has  made  the  prize,  shall  be  boiyid  to  pay  all  cosis 
and  damages  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  unjustly  de-- 
tained. 


/  ARTICLE    XIV. 

It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  whatever  shall  be  found  U> 
be  laden  by  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  two.  con- 
tracting parties,  on  a  ship  belonging  to  the  enemies  of 
the  other  party,  the  whole  effects^  although  not  of  ther 
number  of  those  declared  contraband,  shall  be  confis* 
cated  as  if  they  belonged  to  the  enemy,  excepting 
nevertheless  such  goods  and  merchandises  as-  were  put 
on  board  before  the  deeiaratton -of  war»  and  even  sis 
months  after  the  declar^iion,. after  which  term  none 
shall  be  presumed  to  be  ignorant  of  it;,  whichjoercha  a*- 
dises  shall  not  in  any  manner  be  subject  to  oonBsca- 
tion,  but  shall  be  faithfully  and  specifically  delivered 
to  the  owners,  who  shall  claim  or  cause  them  to  be 
claimed  before  confiscation  andsale,  asialso  their  pro-^^ 
ceeds,  if  the  claim  be  made  wiU^io  eight  months,  and 
could  not  be  made  sooner  after  the,  sale,  which  is  to  be 
publick :  provided  nevertheless,  that  if  the  said  mer«> 
chandises  be  contraband,  it  shall  not  in  any  wise  be 
lawful  to  carry  them  afterward  to  a  port  belonging  to» 
the  enemy •^ 
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ARTICI^i   3LV. 


And'tbftl  mbre  effectod  4eoiie  may  b«  taken  fertile 
YecQi4ty  'of  the  two  comr^ptf^  p&ities^'tliat  ^Am^  Mfier 
no  prcjiNKce  by  the  meik^dir^irar  'of  tbe  Mberparty^  or 
"by  prrvttteers,  afll  cftptains  and  •oommatidera  of^iirips^tf 
'bU  Snredisli  majesty,  and  of  *fhe  United  Stales,  and  all 
their  subjects,  shall  be  forbidden  to  do  any  injury  or 
damage  to  those  of  the  other  party  ;  and  if  they  act  to 
the  contrary,  having  been  found  guilty  on  examination 
by  their  proper  judges,  they  shall  be  bound  to  make 
satisfaction  for  aill  damages  and  fhe*iritereM  ^thereof^ 
and  to  make  them  good  under  pain  and  obligattoo  tf 
iheir  persons  and  goods. 


ARTICLE   XVU 


For  tliis  ccrase,  vrery  individual  fv4e  is  deairoiw  of 
fitting  out  B  pri^afteer,  shall,  bsAire  be  receivss  letters 
patent^  or  st>ecial  commission,  te  obHged  lo  givt  bond 
ivhh  soflloiefift  sureties,  before  m  compefteot.^uilge,  for 
a  sufficient  sum,  to  answer  aH  damaigctt  aod  vraop 
ivfaich  the  owner  <of  the  >priiralcer,  Jiiswffleans  or  lolkcvs 
In  hfs  employ,  mayoopioMt  during  <&•  craise,  cottfirary 
to  Che  tenor  of  ttfis  treaty,  and  4»HMirary  «o  the  edicts 
published  by  either  f>arty,  whether  by  4be  kingofSwt* 
den  or  by  the  Dinted  States,  in  'virtue  >of '  this  Moie 
treaty,  and  also  under  the  penalty  of  b»vii»g  the  eakl 
letters^  paient  and  special  cooHmssioii  revoked  and 
made  v^id. 
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ARTIGLC   XVII. 

Om  of  tbe  coolraciing  parti^f  being  at  war  and  ihie 
other  ffeawning'nettttr,  if  it  tboald  happen  that  t  mer* 
chant  abip  of  the  netttratpoirer  be  taken  by  the  enemy 
of  the  other  party,  and  be  afterwards  retaken  by  a  shi^ 
of  w<ar  or  privoieer  of  (be  power  at  war,  alio  abips  and 
merchaadkes  of  what  Aature  soever  they  may  be, 
when  recovered  from  a  pirate  or  sea  rover,  shall  be 
hrooghi  into  a  port  of  one  of  the  two  powers,  and 
shAll  be  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  oflkers  of  the 
said  port)  that  they  aioy  be  restored  entire  to  the  true 
pro^ietor  as  soon  as  be  shall  have  produced  full  proof 
of  the  property.    Merchants,  masteni  and  owners  of 
ships,  seamen,  people  of  all  sorts,  ships  and  vessels, 
and  m  general,  all  merchandises  and  effects  of  one  of 
the  allies  or  their  subjects,  shall  not  be  subject  to  any 
embargo,  oor  detained  in  any  of*  the  countries,  territo- 
ries, islands,  cities,  towns,  ports,  rivers  or  domains 
whatever  of  the  other  ally,  on  account  of  any  military 
expedition,  or  any  publick  or  private  purpose  what- 
ever, by  seizure,  by  force,  or  by  any  such  manner  i 
much  less  shall  it  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  of  one  of 
the  parties  to  seise  or  take  any  thing  by  force  from  the 
subjects  of  the  other  party,  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner.    This,  however,  is  not  to  be  understood  to 
comprehend  seizures,  detentions  and  arrests  made  by 
order  and  by  the  Authority  of  justice,  and  according  to 
the  ordinary  course  for  debts  or  faults  of  the  subject, 
for  which  process  shall  be  had  ia  the  way  of  right  ac* 
cording  to  the  forms  of  justice. 
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ARTICLK    XVIII* 

If  it  shoald  happea  that  the  two  contracting  parties 
should  be  engaged  in  a  war  at  the  same  time  with  a 
common  enemy,  the  following  points  shall  be  observed 
on  both  sides :      '  *  - 

1.  If  the  ships  of  one  of  the  two  nations,  retaken, 
by  the  privateers  of  the  other,  have  not  been  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  they 
shall  be  restored  to  the  original  owner,  on  payment 
of  one  third  of  the  value  of  the  ship  and  cargo.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  the  vessel  retaken  has  been  more 
than  twenty-four  hours  in  the  power  of  the  eneogr,  it 
shall  belong  wholly  to  him  who  has  retaken  it. 

3.  In  case,  during  the  interval  of  twenty- four  hours, 
a  vessel  be  retaken  by  a  man  of  war  of  either  of  the 
two  parties,  it  shall  be  restored  to  the  original  owner, 
on  payment  of  a  thirtieth  part  of  the  value  of  the  ves- 
sel and  cargo,  and  a  tenth  part  if  it  has  been  retaken 
after  the  twenty-four  hours  ;  which  sums  shall  be  dis- 
tributed as  a  gratification  among  the  crew  of  the  men 
of  war  that  shall  have  made  the  recapture. 

3.  The  prizes  made  in  manner  abovementioned 
•hall  be  restored  to  the  owners,  after  proof  made  of  the 
property,  upon  giving  security  for  the  part  coming  to 
him  who  has  recovered  the  vessel  from  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

4.  The  men  of  war  and  privateers  of  the  two  na* 
tions  shall  reciprocally  be  admitted  with  their  prizes 
into  each  others  ports  ;  but  the  prizes  shall  not  be  un- 
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loaded  or  sold  there  until  the  legality  of  a  prise  made 
by  Swedish  ships  shall  have  been  determined  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  and  regulations  established  in  Sweden) 
as  also  that  of  the  prizes  made  by  American  vessels 
shall  have  been  determined  according  to  the  laws  and 
regulations  established  by  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. 

5*  Moreover,  the  king  of  Sweden  and  the  United 
States  of  America  shall  be  at  liberty  to  make  •such 
regulations  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  respecting 
the  conduct  which  their  men  of  war  and  privateers 
vespectively  shall  be  bound  to  observe,  with  regard  to 
vessels  which  they  shall  take  ai^d  carry  into  the  ports 
of  the  two  powers. 

ARTICLE   XIX. 

The  ships  of  war  of  his  Swedish  majesty  and  those 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  those  which  their  sub- 
jects shall  have  armed  for  war,  may,  with  all  freedom, 
condect  the  prizes  which  they  shall  have  made  from 
their  enemies  into  the  ports  which  are  open  in  time 
of  War  to  other  friendly  nations ;  and  the  said  prizes, 
upon  entering  the  said  ports,  shall  not  be  subject  to 
arrest  or  seizure,  nor  shall  the  officers  of  the  places 
take  cognizance  of  the  validity  of  the  said  prizes, 
which  may  depart  and  be  conducted  freely  and  with 
all  liberty  to  the  places  pointed  out  in  their  commis- 
sions, which  the  captains  of  the  said  vessels  shall  be 
obliged  to  show. 


suQHRT  wutuMu  y^sfm 


ARTICLK   liX. 

la  etM  aay  vesni  httatguig  to  tthh^r  of  tbit  tw« 
tUtet^  M*  to  Ibetr  MbjocUf  9kM  be  atrMded^  q|jf>« 
wrecked,  or  mffiir  any  otbt r  daauige  qq  the  coeitlft  cir 
under  the  dominion  of  either  of  the  parties,  all  aid  aod 
tMtttanofl  shall  be  girea  to  the  pctsoos  shiiMrrf  eked, 
or  who  oMiy  be  in  danger  thereof;  aad  paitporta  sbatt 
be  graoied  to  theai  to  toMte  tketr  rotera  to  their  owor 
eoantrjr.  Tbe  diips  and  nerohandisea  wrecked,  ar 
their  proceede,  if  the  effects  iunre  been  sold,  beii^ 
claiiaod  ia  a  jear  and  a  day^  by  the  ownera  or  tfaetr 
attorney,  shall  be  restored,  on  their  pasriog  Ike  costs 
of  salvage,  conformable  to  the  laws  and  customs  of 
>the  two  nations. 


AUTICLE    XXI. 

When  the  subjects  aad  iebabitaats  of  tk^  two  i^ar- 
(ies,  with  their  veasels,  whether  they  be  pnbUck  wi 
equipped  for  war,  or  pri?ate,  or  employed  ia  eotaa^erce, 
shall  be  forced  by  t^pest,  by  pursuit  of  pfivatoer* 
and  of  eaemiea^  or  by  any  other  urgent  aeoaesity,  to 
retire  and  enter  any  of  the  rtyer^  b^ys^  road^  or  porti 
of  either  of  the  two  parties,  they  shall  be  r^eived  and 
treated  with  all  humanity  and  poUteae^,  and  tboy 
ehall  enjoy  eH  fneadship,  protectioa  and  assistance, 
and  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  supply  themselves  with 
refreshments,  provisions,  and  every  thing  necessary 
for  iheir  sustenance,  for  the  repair  of  their  vessels, 


1989.]  FOREIGN  AFFAIRa  Mi 

and  for  coDtinuing  their  voyage ;  provided  always,  that 
they  pay  a  reasonable  price  :  and  they  shall  not  in  any 
manner  be  detained  or  hindered  from  sailing  out  of 
the  said  ports  or  roads,  but  they  may  retire  and  depart 
when  and  as  they  please,  without  any  obstacle  or  hin- 
drance. 


.    ARTICLE   XXII* 

In  order  to  favour  commerce  on  both  sides  as  much 
as  possible,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  case  a  war  should 
break  out  between  the  said  two  nations,  which  God 
forbid,  the  term  of  nine  months,  after  the  declaration  of 
war,  shall  be  allowed  to  the  merchants  and  subjects 
respectively  on  one  side  and  the  other,  in  order  that 
they  may  withdraw  with  their  effects  and  moveables, 
which  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  off  or  to  sell 
where  they  please,  without  the  least  obstacle ;  nor  shall 
any  seize  their  effects,  and  much  less  their  persons, 
during  the  said  nine  months ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
passports,  which  shall  be  valid  for  a  time  necessary  for 
their  return,  shall  be  given  them  for  their  vessels,  and 
the  effects  which  they  shall  he  willing  tcr  carry  with 
them*  And  if  any  thing  is  taken  from  them,  or  if  any 
injury  is  done  to  them  by  one  of  the  parties,  their 
people  and  subjects,  during  the  term  above  prescribed, 
full  and  entire  satisfaction  shall  be  made  to  them  on 
that  account.  The  abovementioned  passports  shall 
also  serve  as  a  safe  conduct  against  all  insults  or 
prises  which  privateers  may  attempt  against  their  per- 
sons and  effects* 
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ARTICLE   XXIII. 

No  subject  of  the  king  of  Sweden  sfiall  take  a  com- 
mission or  letters  of  marqoe  for  arming  any  vessel  to 
act  as  a  privateer  against  the  United  States  of  Ameri* 
ca,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the  subjects,  people  or 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them^ 
or  against  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
states,  from  any  prince  or  state  whatever,  with  whom 
the  said  United  States  shall  be  at  war.  Nor  shall  aay 
citizen,  subject  or  inhabitant  of  the  said  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  apply  for  or  take  any  commission 
or  letters  of  marque,  for  arming  any  vessel  to  cruise 
against  the  subjects  of  his  Swedish  majesty,  or  any  of 
them,  or  their  property,  from  any  prince  or  state  what- 
ever with  whom  his  said  majesty  shall  be  at  war.  And 
if  any  person  of  either  nation  shall  take  such  commis- 
sions or  letters  of  marque,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a 
pirate. 

»  ARTICLE   XXIV. 

The  vessels  of  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  parties 
coming  upon  any  of  the  coasts  belonging  to  the  other, 
but  not  willing  to  enter  into  port,  or  being  entered  into 
port,  and  not  willing  to  unload  their  cargoes  or  to 
break  bulk,  shall  not  be  obliged  to  do  it,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  shall  enjoy  all  the  franchises  and  exemp- 
tions which  are  granted  by  the  rules  subsisting  with 
respect  to  that  object. 
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ARTICLE   XXV. 

When  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  subjects  and  inhabi- 
tants of  either  of  the  parties,  sailing  on  the  high  sea, 
shall  be  met  by  a  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  the  other, 
the  said  ship  of  war  or  privateer,  to  avoid  all  disorder, 
shall  remain  out  of  cannon  shot,  but  may  always  send 
their  boat  to  the  merchant  ship,  and  cause  two  or  three 
men  to  go  on  board  of  her,  to  whom  the  master  or 
commander  of  the  said  vessel  shall  exhibit  his  pass- 
port, stating  the  property  of  the  vessel ;  and  when  the 
said  vessel  shall  have  exhibited  her  passport,  she 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  continue  her  voyage ;  and  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  molest  or  search  her  in  any  manner, 
or  to  give  her  chase,  or  force  her  to  quit  her  intended 
course. 

ARTICLE   XXVU 

The  two  contracting  parties  grant  mutually  the 
liberty  of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  con- 
suls, vice  consuls,  agents  and  commissaries,  whose 
functions  shall  be  r^ulated  by  a  particular  agree- 
ment. 

ARTICLE   XXVII. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sides, 
and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  the  space 
of  eight  months,  or  sooner  if  possible,  counting  from 
the  day  of  the  signature. 
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In  faith  whereof,  the  respectire  pleDipotentiaries 
have  signed  the  above  articles,  and  have  thereunto 
affixed  their  seek. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  third  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three. 

(Signed) 

GUSTAV :  PHILIP,  Ctwils  dt  Cnuti.  [l.s.] 
B.  FRANKLIN.  [l.s.] 

SEPARATE  ARTICLE. 

The  king  of  Ssreden  and  ike  United  States  of  North 
America  agree^  that  the  present  treaty  shall  have  its 
fiiU  effect  for  the  space  of  fifteen  years,  counting  from 
the  day  of  tlie  ratification ;  and  the  two  contracting 
parties  reserve  to  themselves  the  liberty  of  renewing 
it  at  the  end  of  that  term. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  third  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three. 

(Signed) 

GUSTAV :  PHILIP,  Comic  dt  Creuiz.  [l.8.] 
B.  FRANKLIN.  [l.s.] 

SEPARATE  ARTICLES. 
ARTICLE    I. 

His  Swedish  'majesty  shall  use  all  the  means  in  his 
power  to  protect  and  defend  the  vessels  and  effects 
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beloDgiQg  to  citizeiM  or  iobftbitaDU  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  and  every  of  then,  which 
shall  be  in  the  ports,  ha?ens,  roads,  or  on  the  seas 
near  the  countries,  islands,  cities  and  towns  of  his  said 
majesty,  and  shall  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  reco- 
ver and  restore  to  the  right  owners,  all  such  vessels 
and  effects  which  shall  be  taken  from  them  within  his 
jurisdiction* 

ARTICLE    II. 

In  like  manner  the  United  States  of  NoKh  America 
shall  protect  and  defend  the  vessels  and  effects  belong- 
ing to  the  subjects  of  his  Swcdiih  majesty,  which  shall 
be  in  the  ports,  havens  or  roads,  or  on  the  seas  near 
to  the  countries,  islands,  cities  and  towns  of  the  said 
states,  and  shall  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  recover  and 
restore  to  the  right  owners,  all  such  vessels  and  effects 
which  shall  be  taken  from  them  within  their  jarisdic- 
tion. 

ARTICLE    III. 

If  in  any  future  war  at  sea,  the  contracting  powers 
resolve  to  remain  neuter,  and  as  such,  to  observe  the 
strictest,  neutrality,  then  it  is  agreed,  that  if  the  mer« 
chant  ships  of  either  party  should  happen  to  be  in  a 
part  of  the  sea  where  the  ships  of  war  of  the  same  na- 
tion are  not  stationed,  or  if  they  are  met  on  the  high 
sea,  without  being  able  to  have  recourse  to  their  own 
convoys,  in  that  case,  Uie  commander  of  the  ships  of 
war  of  the  other  party,  if  required,  shall,  in  good  faith 
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and  sincerity,  give  them  all  necessary  assistance ;  and 
in  such  case,  the  ships  of  war  and  firigates  of  either  of 
the  powers  shall  protect  and  support  the  merchant 
ships  of  the  other;  provided  nevertheless,  that  the 
ships  claiming  assistance  are  not  engaged  in  any  illicit 
commerce  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  neutrality* 

ARTICLK   IV. 

It  is  agreed  and  concluded  that  all  merchants,  cap- 
tains of  merchant  ships,  or  other  subjects  of  his  Swe- 
dish majesty,  shall  have  full  liberty  in  all  places  under 
the  dominion  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  manage  their  own  afiairs,  and  to  employ 
in  the  management  of  them  whomsoever  they  please ; 
and  they  shall  not  be  obliged  to  make  use  of  any 
interpreter  or  broker,  nor  to  pay  them  any  reward  un- 
less they  make  use  of  them.  Moreover,  the  masters 
of  ships  shall  not  be  obliged,  in  loading  or  unloading 
their  vessels,  to  employ  labourers  appointed  by  pub- 
lick  authority  for  that  purpose ;  but  they  shall  be  at 
full  liberty  themselves  to  load  or  unload  (heir  vessels, 
or  to  employ  in  loading  or  unloading  them  whomsoever 
they  think  proper,  without  paying  reward  under  the 
title  of  salary  to  any  other  person  whatever ;  and  they 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  turn  over  any  kind  of  merchan- 
dises to  other  vessels,  nor  to  receive  them  on  board 
their  own,  nor  to  wait  for  their  lading  longer  than  they 
please ;  and  all  and  every  of  the  citizens,  people  and 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  re- 
ciprocally have  and  enjoy  the  same  privileges   and 
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liberties  iD  all  places  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
realm* 

ARTICLE  y* 

It  is  agreed,  that  when  merchandises  shall  have  been 
put  on  board  the  ships  or  vessels  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  they  shall  not  be  subjected  to  any 
examination ;  but  all  examination  and  search  must  be 
before  lading,  and  the  prohibited  merchandises  must 
be  stopped  on  the  spot  before  they  are  embarked,  un- 
less there  is  full  evidence  or  proof  of  fraudulent  prac- 
tice on  the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  ship,  or  of  him 
who  has  the  command  of  her;  in  which  case  only,  he 
shall  be  responsible  and  subject  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  in  which  he  may  be.  In  all  other  cases,  neither 
the  subjects  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  who 
shall  be  with  their  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  other, 
Dor  their  merchandises,  «hall  be  seised  or  molested  on 
account  of  contraband  goods,  which  they  shall  have 
wanted  to  take  on  board,  nor  shall  any  kind  of  em- 
bargo be  laid  on  their  ships,  subjects  or  citizens  of 
the  state  whose  merchandises  are  declared  contraband, 
or  the  exportation  of  which  is  forbidden ;  those  only 
who  shall  have  sold  or  intended  to  sell  or  alienate  such 
merchandise  being  liable  to  punishment  for  such  con- 
travention. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  third  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three. 
(Signed) 

GUSTAV:  PHILIP,  C^mte  de  Creutz.    [l.  s.] 
B.  FRANKLIN.  [l.  s.] 
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Now  BB  IT  KNOWN,  That  we,  the  said  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  have  accepted  and 
approved,  and  do  by  these  presents  ratify  and  confirm 
the  said  treaty,  and  every  article  and  clause  thereof. 
And  we  do  authorize  and  direct  otir  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary aforesaid  to  deliver  this  our  act  of  ratificaiioa 
in  exchange  for  the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty  by 
his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be 
hereunto  affixed.  Witness  his  excellency  Elias 
Boudinot,  President,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
and  of  our  sovereignty  and  independence,  the 
eighth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin,  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  these  United  States  for  concluding  a  treafy 
with  the  king  of  Sweden,  be  and  he  hereby  is  instruct- 
ed and  fully  empowered,  to  obtain  amendments  of  the 
following  inaccuracies  in  the  commercial  treaty  with 
his  said  majesty  this  day  ratified,  namely  ^  United 
**  States  of  North  America,''  for  •*  United  States  of 
**  America'' — "  the  counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and 
*'  Sussex  on  Delaware,"  for  **  Delaware ;"  and  to  en- 
ter into  the  necessary  instruments  and  stipulations  for 
that  purpose. 
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AUGUST  21,  1783, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bland — 

Whereas  it  is  stipulated  in  the  seventh  article  of  the 
preliminaries  agreed  upon  the  30th  day  of  November, 
1783,  between  the  plenipotentiaries  of  bis  Britannick 
majesty  and  of  the  United  States,  ^^  that  the  king  of 
^'  Great  Britain  shall  order  and  cause  all  archives, 
^  records,  deeds  and  papers,  belonging  to  any  of  the 
<<  said  states  or  their  citizens,  which  in  the  course  of 
^^  the  war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  offi- 
^^  cers,  to  be  forthwith  restored  and  delivered  (o  the 
'^  proper  states  and  persons  to  whom  they  belong,'' 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed 
to  make  application  to  his  Britannick  majesty's  gene- 
rals commanding  at  New  York  and  Quebec,  for  the  im- 
mediate  delivery,  to  persons  authorized  to  receive  them, 
of  all  archives,  records,  deeds  and  papers  ^belonging  to 
any  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  of  their  citizens, 
which  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  Britannick 
majesty's  oflBcers  during  the  course  of  the  war. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  several  states. 

SEPTEMBER  13,  1783. 

A  memorial  from  the  honourable  the  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary of  France  was  read,  enclosing  a  commis- 
sion of  chevalier  D'Annemours,   consul   general  of 
VOL.  III.  50 
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France  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  the  commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  and  the  states  of  North  Carolina,  Sooth 
Carolina  and  Georgia  :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  commission  be  registered ;  and  that 
It  be  recognised  ^  and  an  exequatur  issued  in  due  (arm. 

SEPTEMBER  25,  1783. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
Higgenson  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  of  the  15th  of  April  last, 
reported  the  draft  of  a  proclamation,  which  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  pursuance  of  a  plenipotentiary  commis- 
^ion,  given  on  the  twentj-eigbtb  day  of  September^ 
^ne  thousand  «even  hundred  and  eighty*two,  to  the 
honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  bis  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden 
and  the  United  States  of  America  was,  on  the  third 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty* 
three,  concluded  by  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin,  with 
a  minister  plenipotentiary  named  for  that  purpose  by 
.the  said  king:  And  whereas  the  said  treaty  hath  been 
duly  approved  and  ratified  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  and  a  translation  thereof  made  in 
the  words  following : 

[Here  insert  the  treaty,  in  English,  vide  page  369.] 
^ow  THKRSf  ORi,  to  tbeoud  that  the  said  treaty  may 


with  »ll  good  faith  be  performed  and  observed  on  the 
part  of  ihese  states,  all  the  citizens  and  inhabitant^ 
thereof,  and  moi^  especially  att  officers  and  others  ii^ 
the  service  of  the  United  States^  are  hereby  enjoined 
^nd  reqaired,  to  govern  themselves  strictly  in  all  things^ 
according  to  the  stipulations  above  recited. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Princeton,  this  twenty-fifth  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou*- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  of  our 
sovereignty  and  independence,  the  eighth. 

SEPTEMBER  S?6,  1783; 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a^ 
committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Rutledge,, 
Mr.  Fitsssimmons,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Higgenson,  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  late  despatches  from  the  mi- 
nisters of  these  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  and  to 
report  what  measures  are  necessary  to  be  taken* 
thereon  r  and  the  following  paragraph  being  under 
debate,  viz.  ^  Your  coomiittec  beg  leave  further  to  ob- 
*'  serve,  that  in  those  despatches,  and  particularly  in 
*<  Mr.  Adams^  letter  of  the  1  ftth  July,  a  sentiment  is 
*^  earnestly  inculcated,  which  is  indeed  obvious  in- 
^  itself,  that  the  union  requires  additional  support  from 
^^  its  members ;  and  that,  if  the  United  States  become 
^  respectable,  it  must  be  by  means  of  more  energy  in 
"  government!  for  as  some  of  the  nations  in  Europe 
^  do  not  yet  perceive  this  important  truth,  that  the 
^  sphere  of  thetr  own  commerce  will  be  eventually  en- 
<^  larged  by  the  growth  of  America,  but  on  the  con» 
^  trary,  manifest  a  jealousy  of  our  future  prosperity^. 
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*'  it  becomes  the  United  States  seriously  to  consider 
*^  their  own  interests,  and  to  devise  such  general  sys- 
*'  terns  and  arrangements,  commercial  or  political,  as 
^  our  own  peculiar  circumstances  may,  from  time  to 
^'  time,  require :  your  committee  therefore  propose, 
'*  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  take  this 
*'  important  subject  under  deliberation,  and  to  report 
"  the  result  to  Congress." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  para- 
graph, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Howell— 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 

* 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 


No.  >^X 
No.  >x 


Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Ay.  )  a 
Mr.  B.  Huntington,  Ay.  > 

I  Ay.  5 


Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L^Hommedieu, 

Mr.  Boudipot, 
Mr.  Clark, 


il:\ 


Ar. 


Ay. 


Mr.  Fitzsimmons,    Ay.  ^ 
Mr.  Montgomery,    Ay.  >  Ar. 


Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Tilton, 
Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 


Ay. 

Ay.  >-x 


No. 
No, 


:| 


No. 
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North  Carolina,     Mr*  Hawkins,  Ay*  \  . 

Mr.  Williamson,     Ay.  ]  ^^* 

Sooth  Carolina,      Mr.  Read,  Ay.  )  . 

Mr*  Beresford,        Ay.  ]  ^^' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

SEPTEMBER  29,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carroll,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  in  the  lale 
despatches  be  taken  off,  excepting  on  such  parts  as 
have  relation  to  subjects  heretofore  under  an  injunction 
of  secrecy,  or  desired  to  be  kept  secret  by  any  of  our 
ministers. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ger- 
ry, Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  or  ministers  for  nego- 
tiating peace  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  be  and 
they  are  hereby  instructed,  to  negotiate  an  explana- 
tion of  the  following  paragraph  of  the  declaration  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States,  the  20th  of  January,  1783,  relative  to  captures, 
viz.  That  the  term  should  be  one  month  from  the  chan- ' 
nel  and  North  sea,  as  far  as  the  Canary  islands,  in- 
clusively, whether  in  the  ocean  or  the  Mediterranean. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  instructions  be 
sent  to  the  court  of  appeals,  and  to  the  executives  of 
the  several  states  respectively. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Higgen 
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son,  appointed  to  consider  the  late  desptidies  from 
the  mioisters  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts, 
and  to  report  what  measures  are  necessary  to  be  taken 
thereon,  reported  as  follows : 

Whereas  it  appears  from  Mr.  Adamses  letters  of  the 
33d  of  June,  and  14th  and  18th  of  July,  from  the  mi- 
nisters' joint  letter  of  the  37th,  and  Dr.  Franklin's  of 
the  33d  July,  that  the  court  of  Great  Britain  has  dis- 
covered great  jealousy  upon  the  subject  of  American 
commerce;  and  the  truth  of  this  fact  seems  to  be 
clearly  evinced  by  two  proclamations  of  his  Britan- 
nick  majesty  of  the  and  the 

the  first  of  which  restrains  the  importation  of  the  pro- 
duce of  any  of  the  United  States  to  vessels  belonging 
to  Great  Britain,  and  navigated  according  to  her  laws, 
or  to  vessels  belonging  to  the  state  of  which  the  cargo 
is  the  produce  ;  and  the  latter,  when  taken  in  conjunc- 
tion with  her  subsisting  trade  laws,  absolutely  prohi- 
bits American  vessels  or  subjects  from  trading  to  the 
British  islands  or  colonies : 

And  whereas  these  regulations  are  highly  injurious 
to  the  welfare  and  commerce  of  these  United  States, 
and  peculiarly  so  to  the  eastern  states,  as  the  article  of 
fish  is  excluded  from  those  which  are  to  be  admitted  on 
.  any  condition :  for  if  these  restrictions  are  continued, 
and  the  x'essels  of  each  of  the  American  states  are  con- 
fined in  the  importation  into  Great  Britain  to  the  pro- 
ducts of  that  state  only,  the  intercourse  between  the 
states  will  not  only  be  straitened,  but  a  great  part 
of  the  carrying  trade,  which  arises  from  the  exporta- 
tion of  American  produce  to  England,  will  be  engross^ 
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•d  kj  Ibe  aiitytcts  of  lh»l  UBgdom,  and  n  very  im^ 
porltnt  bmnck  oC  cmr  coiMMrcft  cbereby  btt.  iind 
mkbotfli  ikkct  court  of  Prance  hath  qqI  yei  empUeiUy 
diacloiwcl  her  inientioDe  with  reipect  tm  ovr  fbtvrc  ift« 
tercourse  with  her  colonies^  there  if  too  much  reason 
to  apprehend  that  she  will  restrain  it  to  those  articles 
of  iaifKMrt  and  export  which  do  not  interfere  wtlh  her 
own  exports  or  consumption,  and  which  arc  in  fact  of 
very  inconsiderable  value  : 

And  whereas  it  is  of  importance  to  counteract  these 
systems  so  injurious  to  the  United  States;  and  this  can 
only  be  done  by  delegating  a  general  power  for  regu- 
lating tbek  cemoifffcial  interests :  Wher^p on^ 

Resolved,  That  a  cofn«ittee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
aa  address  to  the  states  upon  the  subject  of  com- 
meroe,  stating  to  them  the  regulations  which  are  pre* 
Tailing  in  Europe,  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  there- 
from^ and  the  steps  proper  to  be  taken  to  guard 
against  and  to  counteract  them. 

The  members— Mr*  Fitzsimmons^  Mr.  Duane  and 
Mr.  Lee. 
*  The  committee  having  further  reported  as  follows  : 

Whereas  it  appears  tfcat  in  those  despatches,  and 
pertioularly  in  Mr.  Adams's  letter  of  the  18th  of  July, 
a  sentiment  is  eannestly  inculcated,  which  is  indeed 
obvious  in  itself,  that  the  union  requires  additional 
support  from  its  members ;  and  that  if  the  United 
fitates  become  respectable  it  must  be  by  means  of 
more  energy  in  government:  for  as  some  of  (he  nations 
of  Europe  do  not  yet  perceive  this  important  truth, 
that  the  sphere  of  their  own  commerce  will  be  even- 
tually enlarged  by  the  growth  of  America,  but  on  the 
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contrary,  manifest  a  jealousy  of  our  future  proiperity^ 
it  becomes  the  United  States  seriously  to  consider 
tbeir  own  interests,  and  to  devise  such  general  systems 
and  arraBgements,  commercial  or  political,  as  our  owrt 
peculiar  circumstances  may  from  time  to  time  require: 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed 
to  take  this  important  subject  under  deliberation,  and 
report  the  result  to  Congress. 

The  members — Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  Mr.  Duane  and 
Mr.  Lee. 

The  committee  having  farther  reported, 

And  whereas  it  appears  from  Mr.  Adamses  des- 
patches of  and  doctor  Franklin's  of  the  23d 
July,  that  propositions .  for  entering  into  treaties  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  these  United  States  have 
been  made  to  our  ministers  by  the  king  of  Denmark, 
the  court  of  Portugal,  the  emperor  of  Germany,  the 
king  of  Prussia,  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany,  and  the 
court  of  Spain ;  and  that  many  of  the  other  powers  of 
Europe  discover  a  like  disposition :  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con^ 
sider  this  subject ;  and  whether  the  transmission  of 
general  outlines  of  treaties  with  those  several  powers, 
or  instructions  to  our  ministers  as  to  the  principleis  of 
such  treaties,  be  most  expedient ;  and  to  devise  and 
report  such  outlines  or  instructions  accordingly. 

The  members — Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Mr.  Duane  and 
Mr.  Lee. 

The  committee  further  reported,  that  instructions  be 
transmitted  to  the  ministers  whom  it  concerns,  imme- 
diately to  stop  all  further  loans  in  Europe. 


Tfaat  represeotatioas  he  pade  to  tbe  court  of  Den* 
mark  for  okaiaiaf  covp^nsatioa  for  th^  prizes  ient 
into  Bergen  hy  the  AlUaoce  frigate 

Tbat  iiu)«urjr  be  made  why  the  eypeditioii  of  t^  AU 
JiMce  and  Boa  Hoinpie  Richard,  &^.  wbb  carried  on 
at  the  ezpease  and  on  account  of  tbe  qoart  of  France  $ 
and  whether  any  part  of  the  profit  arising  tberefrott 
accrued  to  the  United  States ;  or  any  of  tbe  expense 
thereof  placed  to  (heir  account ;  and  whether  the  pro* 
ceeds  of  any  of  the  prizes  taken  in  that  expedition,  and 
which  b  due  to  4he  Amerkan  officers  and  seamen  em- 
ployed therein,  is  deposited  in  Europe,  aod  in  whost 
hands,  and  to  what  amount. 

That  tbe  ministers  of  these  United  StaCes  be  inslrict* 
ed  to  'encourage  overtures  for  treeties  of  amity  and 
commerce  from  the  respectable  aod  commercial  powers 
of  Europe,  upon  terms  of  the  moat  perfect  recifMrocity, 
aod  aobject  to  the  revieal  of  Congress  prerious  to  their 
ratification :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  these  several  subjects  be  referred  to 
a  special  coounittee  to  report  thereon  proper  instruc- 
tions to  the  ministers  of  these  United  States. 

Tbe  tnembers — Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr. 
Doane. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  instructions  last  given  by  Con- 
gress to  Mr.  Dana,  with  respect  to  tbe  armed  neutrali- 
ty, be  transmitted  to  the  rest  of  our  ministers  in  Europe 
for  their  information  and  government. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  do  approve  tbe  intentions 
of  the  ministers  for  negotiating  a  peace  to  adopt  the 
provisional  treaty  as  the  substance  of  the  definitive 
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treaty,  if  no  additional  articles  or  explanations  bene- 
ficial to  the  United  States  are  likely  to  be  soon  obtained. 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to 
the  reverend  doctor  Wren,  for  bis  humane  and  benevo- 
lent attention  to  the  citizens  of  these  United  States  who 
were  prisoners  at  Portsmouth  in  Great  Britain  during 
the  wan 
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Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  before- 
mentioned  report :  And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay.be  authorized  to  direct  Mr. 
Carmichael  to  repair  to  Paris,  should  Mr.  Jay  be  of 
opinion  that  the  interest  of  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of.  Madrid  may  not  be  injured  by  Mr.  Carmi- 
chaePs  absence ;  and  that  he  bring  with  him  the  books 
and  vouchers  necessary  to  make  a  final  and  complete 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  publick  money  which 
have  passed  through  the.  hands  of  Mr.  Jay  and  him- 
self; and  that  Mr.  Barclay  attend  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr. 
Carmichael  to  adjust  those  accounts. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay  have  leave  to  go  to  Bath, 
should  he  find  it  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 

The  following  paragraph  being  under  debate,  viz. 

That  the  ministers  be  informed  that  Congress  do  not 
intend  to  appoint  any  other  than  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  the  office  of  consuls  or  vice  consuls  : 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  (his,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 

•  Massachusetts,        Mr.  Grerry,  ^Y*}  a 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay.  5^^* 


ins.] 
Rhode  Island^ 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
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Mr.  EUery, 
Mr.  Howell, 
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Ay. 


Ay.) 

Ay.5 

Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Ay. )  n.™«— 
Mr.  B.  Huntington,  Ni.  5  ^'"''"' 

Mr.  Duane,  Ay.  )  * 

Mr.L'Hommedieu,  Ay.  5  ^^* 


Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Condict, 


Ay.; 

No. 

Ay.! 


Ay. 


Mr.  Montgomery,   Ay.)  p^^^^^^^ 


Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  iSedford, 
Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  M'Henry, 

Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee. 
Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


^y;}  Divided. 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
instructions  to  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  pre- 
pare  drafts  of  letters  to  the  several  ministers,  to  be 
signed  by  the  President,  on  the  respective  subjects  be- 
forementioned. 
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The  commiUeey  consisting  of  Mr.  S.  Huntingtoni 
Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
letters  from  general  du  Portail,  relating  to  himself  and 
the  other  engineers  of  the  royal  corps  in  the  service  of 
his  most  christian  majesty,  report, 

That  major  general  du  Portail^  brigadier  general 
Launoy  and  colonel  Gouvion  were  permitted  by  his 
most  christian  majesty  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  ;  and  for  this  purpose  furloughs  were  granted 
to  them  by  the  king  of  France  from  time  to  time ;  and 
it  appears  that  from  a  desire  to  give  a  repeated  mani- 
festation of  his  attachment  to  the  United  States  the  ser- 
vices of  these  engineers  were  considered  equally  en- 
titling them  to  the  favour  of  the  sovereign  as  if  they 
bad  been  performed  in  the  armies  of  France. 

That  these  gentlemen  have  distinguished  themselves 
in  their  profession  during  their  service  in  America  as 
active,  intelligent  and  useful  officers ;  and  considering 
that  they  entered  our  service  with  the  particular  ap- 
probation and  consent  of  their  sovereign^  it  appears  to 
your  committee  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  grant  them 
some  peculiar  testimonies  of  the  sense  Congress  enter- 
tain of  their  services,  as  well  as  to  expedite  their  return 
to  the  corps  to  which  they  are  attached  in  France : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major  general  du  Portail,  brigadi^ 
general  Launoy  and  colonel  Gouvion,  who  have  served 
with  distinguished  merit  in  the  department  of  engineers, 
have  leave  to  retire  firom  the  service  of  the  United 
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States,  tbeir  afiiirs  requirtog  tbeir  presence  in  Europe, 
and  no  arraogements  having  yet  been  made  by  wbick 
Congress  migbl  employ  the  abilities  of  those  gentle- 
men/bowe?er  desiroos  they  might  be  of  their  services* 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  at  war  express  to  tho 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  majesty 
in  America  tbe  high  sense  Congress  entertain  of  the 
zeal,  abilities  and  good  conduct  of  these  officers,  dur- 
ing tbeir  service  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to 
tbe  end  that  the  said  minister  may  convey  to  his  court 
the  approbation  of  Congress  of  their  distinguished 
merit. 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  cause 
the  accounts  of  major  general  du  Portail,  brigadier 
general  Launoy  and  colonel  Gouvion  to  be  imme- 
diately adjusted,  and  advance  to  them  respectively 
such  sums  as  tbe  state  of  tbe  publick  finances  will  in 
his  opinion  admit,  giving  tbem  certificates  on  interest 
for  tbe  balances  which  may  be  found  due  to  them. 

OCTOBER  18,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Bland,  Mr.  B.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Howell,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  from  major  Jackson, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  actually  expended  by  Mr. 
Jackson  for  defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  his 
journeys  to  and  from  Paris  and  Amsterdam,  on  tbe  - 
business  committed  to  bis  charge  by  the  honoura- 
ble John  Laureus,  special  minister  to  the  court  of 
France,  and  charged  to  (he  said  Jackson,  be  passed  to 
bis  crediL 
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Resolved,  That  fourteen  hundred  and  fiAy-five  dol- 
lars be  allowed  to  Mr.  Jackson  as  a  full  compensation 
for  his  services  while  acting  as  secretary  to  the  ho* 
nourable  John  Laurens,  on  his  mission  to  the  court  of 
France,  his  pay  and  emoluments  in  the  army  to  cease 
during  that  period. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  S. 
Huntington,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  letter  of  the  19lh  of  September,  from  (he 
commander  in  chief,  Congress  passed  the  following 
proclamation  t 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  the  progress  of  an  arduous  and  diiBcult 
war,  the  armies  of  the  United  States  of  America  have 
eminently  displayed  every  military  and  patriotick  vir- 
tue, and  are  not  less  to  be  applauded  for  their  fortitude 
and  magnanimity  in  the  most  trying  scenes  of  distress, 
than  for  a  series  of  heroick  and  illustrious  achieve- 
ments, which  exalt  them  to  a  high  rank  among  the  most 
zealous  and  successful  defenders  of  the  rights  'and 
liberties  of  mankind:  And  whereas  by  the  blessing  of 
divine  Providence  on  our  cause  and  our  arms,  the 
glorious  period  is  arrived  when  our  national  indepen- 
dence and  sovereignty  are  established,  and  we  enjoy 
the  prospect  of  a  permanent  and  honourable  peace  : 

We,  therefore,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, thus  impressed  with  a  lively  sense  of  the  distin- 
guished merit  and  good  conduct  of  the  said  armies, 
do  give  them  the  thanks  of  their  country  for  their  long, 
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eminent  and  faithful  services.  And  it  it  our  will  and 
pleasure,  that  such  part  of  the  federal  armies,  as  stands 
engaged  to  serve  during  the  war,  and  as  by  our  acts  of 
the  26th  day  of  May,  the  1 1th  day  of  June,  the  9th  day 
of  August,  and  the  26th  day  of  September  last,  were 
furloughed,  shall,  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  No- 
vember next,  be  absolutely  discharged,  by  virtue  of 
this  our  proclamation,  from  the  said  service.  And  we 
do  also  declare,  that  the  further  services  in  the  field  of 
the  officers  who  are  deranged  and  on  furlough,  in  con- 
sequence of  our  aforesaid  acts,  can  now  be  dispensed 
with;  and  they  have  bur  full  permission  to  retire  from 
service  without  being  longer  liable,  from  their  present 
engagements,  to  be  called  into  command.  ,  And  of  such 
discharge  and  permission  to  retire  from  service  respec- 
tively, all  our  officers  civil  and  military,  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  are  required  to  take  notice,  and 
to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Given  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  Witness  his  excellency  Elias 
Boudinot,  our  President,  in  Congress,  this  18th 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou« 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  of 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  eighth. 

OCTOBER  22,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr» 
Duane,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  S.  Hohtington,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  motion  for  transmitting  copies  of  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  to  the  respective  states^ 
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Resolvedy  That  »njexeiBplificaiioo  of  the  provkioiial 
(MTtideB  for  restoring  peace  betureen  the  United  States 
of  America  and  Great  Briiaiiij  and  of  the  oct  of  ratlfi« 
cation  thereof  by  the  United  States,  be  transmitted  le 
each  of  the  respectire  states. 

OCTOBER  24,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Huntington,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Madison,  to  whom 
were  referred  commnmcations  made  to  Congress  by 
the  honourable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
on  the'19th  of  September  last, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France  be  informed,  that  Congress  receive  muc^  plea- 
sore  from  his  communication  of  the  resolution  of  the 
belligerent  parties  not  to  sign  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain  but  in  concert  with  the 
United  States.  That  it  gives  them  equal  satisfaction 
to  learn,  that  his  most  christian  majesty  had  in  view 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  it  is 
their  earnest  wish  that  such  a  spirit  of  liberality  may 
pervade  commercial  regulations,  on  both  sides,  as 
will  extend  the  intercourse  and  mutual  interests  of  the 
two  nations,  and  preserve  and  increase  the  reciprocal 
confidence  and  affection  which  have  so  eminently  dis- 
tinguished their  alliance. 

OCTOBER  25,  1783. 

The  President  having  this  day  laid  before  Congress 
a  letter  from  the  honourable  P.  J«  Van  Berckel,  en- 
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doftiig  ft  t&fj  of  ft  letter  of  credeoce,  bjr  vfhkk  h  ap* 
peftrs  that  he  is  af>palB(ed  miniater  pleoif  atenliary  ifroia 
their  high  migbtinesset  Ibe  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands  to  the  United  States  of  Aa>erica ;  and  the 
said  miniater  having  requested  to  be  informed  when 
and  where  Congress  wiH  admit  him  to  ttrt  audieoce, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  honourable  P«  J.  Van 
Betckel  be  received  as  minister  plenipoteoliary  from 
their  high  mightinesses  (be  atatea  genopal  of  the  United 
Netheriands;  and  that,  agreeably  to  his  request,  be  be 
admitted  to  a  publick  audience  in  Coagress. 

That  the  Congress  room  ift  Pnoceton,  o»  TborsdajT 
next  at  noon,  be  appointed  as  the  tioie  and  place  for 
such  audience* 

That  the  superintendenl  of  finance  and  secretarjr 
at  war,  or  either  of  them,  per fonn  oa  this  occaaioo  the 
duties  assigned  to  the  seetetary  for  foreign  affiurs  ia 
the  (^reooaial  respecting  foreign  ministers  y  and  thai 
they  inform  the  supreme  executives  of  New  Jeisey 
and  Pennsylvania,  bis  esceHency  the  coamander  in 
chief,  the  hoaeurable  ihe  minister  plettipoeeatiary  of 
France^  and  such  civil  and  military  gentiemeA  as  are 
in  or  near  Princeton,  of  the  publick  aodteoce  lo  ba 
given  to  the  honourable  themittisier  plenipotentiary  of 
their  high  sMghtinessea  the  atatea  geaesal  of  the  United 
Netberlaads* 

Ordered,  That  the  superintende»t  of  Btamce  and 
secretary  at  war,  or  either  of  them,  takta  order  for  ai^ 
etttefftaiameRt  to  be  given  at  the  pttblidc  eapenae  to^ 
the  boMuraUs  P«  J.  Van  Berobei,.  mioisler  pknipa^ 
teatiaiy  feom  their  high  migbtioessas  the  sMeageae-^ 
▼ou  tij»  5E  .  ' 
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ral  of  the  UDited  Netherlands  to  the  Uoited  States  of 
America,  on  Thursday  next,  the  day  assigned  for  the 
publick  audience  of  the  said  minister. 

A  Copy  of  the  Ceremonial  on  the  reception  of 
Foreign  Ministers,  with  which  Mr.  Van  Berckel 
was  furnished  by  order  of  Congress. 

When  a  minister  plenipotentiary  or  envoy  extraor- 
dinary shall  arrive  within  any  of  the  United  States,  he 
shall  receive  at  all  places  where  there  are  guards,  sen- 
tries and  the  like,  such  military  honours  as  are  paid  to 
a  general  officer  of  the  second  rank  in  the  armies  of 
the  United  States. 

When  he  shall  arrive  at  the  place  in  which  Congress 
ahall  be,  he  shall  wait  upon  the  President,  and  deliver 
his  credentials,  or  a  copy  of  them. 

Every  minister,  on  his  being  admitted  to  his  first  au- 
dience, shall  be  introduced  by  the  secretary  for  foreign 
afiairs  to  a  seat  provided  for  him  facing  the  President 
of  Congress,  the  President  and  members  being  seated, 
imd  the  President  covered,  the  minister  being  uncover- 
ed, and  so  to  remain,  unless  he  be  of  the  rank  of  an 
ambassador. 

The  minister  being  seated,  shall  deliver  his  letter  of 
credence  to  the  secretary  of  Congress  by  his  own 
secretary,  who  shall  stand  by  him  during  his  audience. 
If  the  minister  chooses  to  address  Congress,  he  shall 
rise  when  he  speaks. 

The  letter  of  credence  being  delivered  lay  the  secre- 
tary of  Congress  to  the  interpreter,  when  such  officer 
shaH  be  necessary,  he  shall  read  it  in  its  own  original 
language^,  and  then  present  a  translation  of  it  to  the 
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secretary  of  Congresst  who  shall  read  the  same :  upon 
which,  the  Presideot,  after  reading  his  answer  unco- 
vered, shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  secretary  of  Con* 
^ress,  who  shall  present  it  to  the  ininiater,  who  shall 
rise  to  receive  it* 

The  minister  then  shall  be  reconducted  to  his  car- 
riage by  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 
.  If  the  minister  is  of  the  rank  of  an  ambassador,  or- 
dinary or  extraordinary,  he  shall  be  covered  when  he 
takes  his  seat.  In  that  case  too,  the  President  shall 
rise  when  the  ambassador  is  introduced,  and  also  when 
he  reads  his  answer. 

In  any  subsequent  publick  audience  of  a  foreign 
minister,  the  same  ceremonial  shall  be  observed,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  relates  to  the  delivery  and  reading  the 
credentials; 

Every  minister,  after  his  first  audience,  shall  pay 
the  first  visit  to  the  President  and  other  members  of 
Congress. 

A  foreign  minister,  on  his  arrival  at  the  place  where 
Congress  shall  reside,  shall  be  informed  by  the  secre* 
tary  for  foreign  affairs,  that  if  in  any  audience  he  shall 
choose  to  speak,  it  will  be  necessary  previously  to  deli- 
ver in  writing  to  the  President  what  he  intends  to  say 
at  the  audience ;  and  if  he  shall  not  incline  thereto,  it 
will,  from  the  constitution  of  Congress,  be  impractica- 
ble for  him  to  receive  an  ipimediate  answer. 

All  speeches  or  communications  in  writing  may,  if 
the  publick  minister  choose  it,  be  in  the  language  of 
their  respective  countries  ;  and  all  replies  or  answers 
shall  be  in  the  language  of  the  United  States. 


4ii  mBOKn  nmuMU  vm^m, 


OCTOBER  29,  1783. 

A  letter  of  i6th  fniiii  the  Imiimii«U«  P.  J.  Vflo 
Berckel  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Re0o(ved5  That  the  audfence  to  be  gttM  totbe  said 
tninister  be  postponed  till  PrMay  tKiHU 

The  commitite,  eonaistifig  of  Mr.  S.  HiMiogtw,  Mr. 
A.  Lee  and  Mr.  Daane,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry 
resolutions  paesed  m  the  99th  of  September  and  tU 
October^  iaetant,  reported  a  draft  of  instructions^  wbidl 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assenbled. 
To  theministersplenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
of  America  at  the  court  of  Versailles  empowered 
to  negotiate  a  peace,  or  to  any  one  or  more  of 
them: 

First.  Yoa^  are  instructed  and  authorized  to  an* 
nouiK>e  io  his  imperial  majesty  the  emi^ror  of  €krma- 
oy,  or  to  his  ministers,  the  high  sense  which  the  Unit-' 
^d  States  in  Congress  assembled  entertain  of  bus  ezr 
^Ited  character  and  eouaenl  virlnes,  and  tbeir  earnest 
desire  to  cultivate  his  friendship,  and  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  for  the  mutual  advan*^ 
tage  of  the  subjects  of  bis  imperial  majesty,  and  the 
citizens  of  these  United  States. 

Secondly.  You  are  instructed  to  meet  the  advances 
and  eocourage  the  disposition  of  the  other  commercial 
powers  in  Europe  fi|K*  entering  into  treaties  of  amity 
and  commerce  with  th#se  United  States.  In  negotia* 
tions  on  this  subject,  you  will  lay  it  down  as  a  princi- 
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fikittn&  e^at  t6  he  ifo¥imed  frotoi  t&at  tfc«7  rii&It  ife« 
petttt^hf  faave  for  their  bi^is  the  mtit«al  advantage 
«f  the  contracCfog  parties  cm  terms  of  the  lno«t  perfect 
eqvalify  atkl  reciprocity,  and  not  fa  be  repugnant  t6 
toy  of  the  treaties  already  entered  into  by  the  United 
flkatev  triih  France  and  other  foreign  powers.  That 
such  treaties  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  proposed 
for  a  tenn  not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  and  shall  not 
be  finally  conctosiTe  until  they  shall  respectively  hav^ 
been  transmitted  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, for  thehr  examination  and  final  direction ;  and 
that,  with  the  drafts  or  propositions  for  such  treaties, 
shall  be  transmitted  all  the  information  which  shall 
come  within  the  knowledge  of  the  said  ministers  re- 
specting the  same;  and  their  observations  after  the 
most  mature  inquiry  on  the  probable  advantages  or 
disadvantages  and  elBTects  of  such  treaties  respectively. 
Thirdly.  You  are  instructed  to  continue  to  press 
upon  the  ministers  of  his  Danish  majesty  the  justice  of 
caosing  satis&ction  to  be  made  for  the  value  of  the 
ships  and  goods  captured  by  the  Alliance  frigate  and 
sent  into  Bergen,  and  bow  essentially  it  concerns  the 
honour  of  the  United  States  that  their  gallant  citizens 
should  not  be  deprived  of  any  part  of  those  prizes, 
which  they  had  so  justly  acquired  by  their  valour. 
That  us  far  as  Congress  have  been,  informed,  the  es- 
timate of  those  prizes  at  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling 
is  not  immoderate ;  that  no  more  however  is  desired 
than  their  true  value,  after  every  deduction  which 
shall  be  thought  equitable.  That  Congress  have  a 
sincere  disposition  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  his 
Danish  majesty,  and  to  promote  a  commercial  inter- 
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course  between  bit  subjects  and  tbe  citizens  of  tb« 
United  States,  on  terms  which  shall  promise  mutual 
advantage  to  both  nations*  That  it  is  therefore  tbt 
wish  of  Congress,  that  this  claim  should  still  be  refer- 
red to  tbe  equitable  disposition  of  his  Danish  majesty) 
jn  full  confidence  that  the  reasonable  expectations  of 
the  parties  interested  will  be  fully  answered  ;  accor- 
dingly you  are  fuTly  authorized  and  directed,,  after 
exerting  your  best  endeavours  to  enforce  the. said 
claim  to  the  extent  it  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  well 
founded,  to  make  abatements  if  necessary,  and  ulti- 
mately to  accept  such  compensation  as  his  Danish  ma- 
jesty can  be  prevailed  upon  to  grant. 

Fourthly.  You  are  further  instructed,  to  inquire 
and  report  to  Congress  tbe  reasons  why  the  expedition 
of  the  Alliance  and  Bon  Homme  Richard,  and  the  squa- 
dron which  accompanied  them,  was  carried  on  at  the 
expense  and  on  account  of  the  court  of  France  :  whe- 
ther any  part  of  the  profit  arising  therefrom  accrued 
to  the  United  States ;  or  any  of  the  expense  thereof 
hath  been  placed  to  their  account:  whether, the, pro- 
ceeds of  any  of  the  prizes  taken  in  that  expedition, 
and  which  is  due  to  the  American  officers  and  seamen 
employed  therein,  is  deposited  in  Europe ;  and  what 
amount ;  where ;  and  in  whose  hands. 

Fifthly.  The  acquisition  of  support  to  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  having  been  the  primary 
object  of  the  instructions  to  our  ministers  respecting 
the  convention  of  the  neutral  maritime  powers  for 
maintaining  the  freedom  of  commerce,  you  will  ob- 
serve, that  the  necessity  of  such  support  is  superceded 
by  the  treaties  lately  entered  into  for  restoribg  peace. 
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And  although  Congress  approve  of  the  principles  of 
that  convention,  as  it  was  founded  on  the  liberal  basis 
of  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  neutral  nations, 
and  of  the  privileges  of  commerce,  yet  they  are  un-^ 
willing,  at  this  juncture,  to  become  a  party  to  a  confe- 
deracy which  may  hereafter  too  far  complicate  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  with  the  politicks  of  Eu- 
rope; and  therefore,  if  such  a  progress  is  not  already 
made  in  this  business  as  may  render  it  dishonourable 
to  recede,  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  and  their  in- 
struction to  each  of  the  ministers  of  the  United  States 
at  the  respective  courts  in  Europe,  that  no  further 
measures  be  taken  at  present  towards  the  admission  of 
the  United  States  into  that  confederacy. 

Sixthly.  The  ministers  of  these  states  for  negotiat«> 
ing  a  peace  with  Great  Britain  are  hereby  instructed^ 
authorized  and  directed,  to  urge  forward  the  definitive 
treaty  to  a  speedy  conclusion  ;  and  unless  there  shall 
be  an  immediate  prospect  of  obtaining  articles  or  ex- 
planations beneficial  to  the  United  States,  in  addition 
to  the  provisional  articles,  that  they  shall  agree  to 
adopt  the  provisional  articles  as  the  substance  of  a 
definitive  treaty  of  peace. 

Seventhly.  The  minister  or  ministers  of  these 
United  States  for  negotiating  a  peace  are  hereby  in- 
structed, to  negotiate  an  explanation  of  the  following 
paragraph  of  the  declaration  acceded  to  by  them  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1783,  relative  to  captures,  viz.  "  that 
*^  the  term  should  be  one  month  from  the  channel  and 
*' North  sea  as  far  as  the  Canary  islands,  inclusively, 
'^  Whether  in  the  ocean  or  the  Mediterranean.^' 
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Eighthly.  Mr.  Jay  is  hereby  attihorized  to  direct 
Mr.  Carmichael  to  repair  to  Paris,  thovld  Mr.  Jay  be 
of  opinion  that  the  interest  of  tha  United  Statea  al 
the  court  of  Madrid  may  not  be  injured  by  Mr.  Car<* 
michaePs  absence;  and  that  Mr.  Carmiehaei  carry 
with  him  the  books  and  vouchers  necessary  te  make  a 
final  and  complete  settlement  of  the  acconnts  of  pub- 
lick  moneys  which  have  pasted  through  the  bends  of 
Mr.  Jay  and  himself;  and  that  Mr.  Barclay  aitead  Mr* 
Jay  and  Mr.  Carmiehaei  to  adjust  those  accoiinta. 

Ninthly.  Mr.  Jay  has  leave  to  go  to  Bath,  should 
he  find  it  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 

Ordered,  That  the  fifth  instraetion  be  also  directed 
to  Mr.  Dana,  and  that  with  it  be  sent  him  a  copy  of 
the  other  instructions  for  his  information. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mk.  S. 
Huntington,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  I>uaRe,to  whom  was  re* 
ferred  a  letter  from  the  burgomaster^  and  senate  of  the 
imperial  free  city  Hamburg, 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  terms  expressive 
of  the  most  sincere  regard,  coramunieale  to  the  bur- 
gomasters and  senate  of  the  imperial  free  city  Haoi- 
burg  the  high  satisfaction  with  which  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  are  iaipretsed  by  the  annuncia* 
tion  of  their  friendship  and  attachment,  and  their  affile* 
tionate  congratulations  on  the  estahlishmeat  of  the 
liberty  and  independence  of  the  Onited  States  of  Ame- 
rica. That  having  founded  the  commercial  system  of 
these  states  eo  the  basis  of  equality  and  reeiprecity, 
Congress  will  cheerfully  meet  the  wishes  of  the  ber- 
gomasters  and  senate  of  Hamburg,  and  unite  with  themf 
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in  encouraging  the  most  friendly  intercourse  between 
the  citizens  of  the  respective  countries  on  such  liberal 
principles  as  will  best  promote  their  mutual  advantage 
dnd  prosperity ;  and  that  it  is  the  earnest  prayer  Of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  im- 
perial free  city  Hamburg  may  continue  to  increase  in 
commerce  and  splendour,  and  be  blessed  with  uninter- 
rupted tranquillity. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  Mr.  John  Abraham  de  Boor,  charged  by  the  said 
burgomasters  and  senate  with  their  said  letter  to  Con- 
gress, on  the  subject  matter  thereof;  and  that  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  Mr.  de  Boor. 

The  committee — Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr. 
Williamson. 

OCTOBER  31,  1783. 

A  contract  between  his  most  christian  majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  entered  into  on  the  25th 
day  of  February,  1783,  being  laid  before  Congress, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  ratified  in  the  terms 
Allowing : 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled — To  all 
who  shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

,  Whereas  Benjamin  Franklin,  our  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  court  of  Versailles,  in  pursuance  of  the 
powers  in  him  vested,  did,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and « 
eighty-three,  with  Charles  Gravier  de  Vergennes,  &c. 
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counsellor  of  the  king  in  all  his  councils,  commander 
of  his  orders,  minister  and  secretary  of  state,  &c« 
vested  with  full  powers  of  his  most  christian  majesty 
for  the  purpose,  enter  into,  conclude  and  sign  a  con* 
tract  between  his  most  christian  majesty  and  the  Unit* 
ed  States  of  North  America,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

Contract  between  the  King  and  the  thirteen  United 
States  of  North  America,  passed  at  Versailles, 
the  21st  February,  1783. 

The  re-established  peace  between  the  belligerent 
powers,  the  advantages  of  a  free  commerce  to  all  parts 
of  the  globe,  and  the  independence  of  the  thirteen 
United  States  of  North  America,  acknowledged  and 
founded  on  a  solid  and  honourable  basis,  rendered  it 
probable  that  the  said  states  would  be  in  a  condition 
to  provide  hereafter  for  their  necessities,  by  means  of 
the  resources  within  themselves,  without  being  com- 
pelled to  implore  the  continuation  of  the  succours 
which  the  king  has  so  liberally  granted  during  the 
war:  But  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  said 
United  States  to  his  majesty,  having  represented  to 
him  the  exhausted  state  to  which  they  have  been  re- 
duced by  a  long  and  disastrous  war,  his  majesty  has 
condescended  to  take  into  consideration  (he  request 
made  by  the  aforesaid  minister,  in  the  name  of  the 
Congress  of  the  said  states,  for  a  new  advance  of  mo- 
ney to  answer  numerous  purposes  of  urgent  and  indis- 
pensable expenses  in  the  course  of  the  present  year ; 
his  majesty  has  in  consequence  determined,  notwith- 
standing the  no  less  pressing  necessities  of  his  own 
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service,  to  grant  to  Congress. a  new  pecuniary  assis- 
tance, which  he  has  fixed  at  the  sum  of  nix  millions 
livrti  toumois^  under  the  title  of  loan,  and  under  the 
guaranty  of  the  whole  thirteen  United  States,  which 
the  minister  of  Congress  has  declared  his  acceptance 
of,  with  the  liveliest  acknowledgments,  in  the  name  of 
the  said  states. 

And  as  it  is  necessary  to  the  good  order  of  his  ma- 
jesty^s  finances,  and  also  useful  to  the  operations  of 
the  finances  of  the  United  States,  to  assign  periods  for 
payment  of  the  six  millions  livres  in  question,  and  to 
regulate  the  conditions  and  terms  of  reimbursement 
which  should  be  made  at  his  majesty's  royal  treasury 
at  Paris,  after  the  manner  of  what  has  been  stipulated 
for  the  preceding  advances,  by  a  formed  contract  of  the 
16th  July,  1782— 

We,  Charles  Gravier  count  do  Vergennes,  &:c.  coun- 
sellor of  the  king  in  his  councils,  commander  of  his 
orders,  chief  of  the  royal  council  of  finances,  counsel- 
lor of  state,  &c«  minister  and  secretary  of  state,  and 
of  his  commands  and  finances,  invested  with  full  powers 
by  his  majesty,  given  to  os  for  the  purpose  of  these 
presents : 

And  we«  Benjamin  Franklin,  minister  and  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  like- 
wise invested  with  full  powers  by  the  Congress  of  said 
states  for  the  same  purpose  of  these  presents,  after 
having  compared  and  duly  communicated  to  each  other 
our  respective  povrers,  have  agreed  on  the  following 
articles : 
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ARTICLE    I. 


The  payment  of  (he  six  millions  livres,  French  mo- 
ney abovementioned,  shall  be  made  from  the  fuiids  of 
the  royal  treasury,  in  proportions  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand livres  during  each  of  the  twelve  months  of  the 
present  year,  under  the  acknowledgments  of  the  mi- 
nister of  the  said  United  States,  promising  in  the  liame 
of  Congress,  and  in  behalf  of  the  thirteen  United  States, 
to  reimburse  and  refund  the  said  six  millions  livres,  in 
ready  money,  at  his  majesty's  royal  treasury,  at  the 
house  of  the  sieur  grand  banker  at  Paris,  with  interest 
at  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  at  periods  hereafter  stipu- 
lated in  the  third  and  fourth  articles.  The  advances 
which  his  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  allow  to  be  made 
on  account  of  the  six  millions  in  question  shall  be  de- 
ducted in  the  payments  of  the  first  month  of  this  year. 


ARTICLE    II. 


For  better  understanding  the  fixing  of  periods  for 
the  reimbursement  of  the  six  millions  at  the  royal 
treasury,  and  to  prevent  all  ambiguity  on  this  head,  it 
has  been  found  proper  to  recapitulate  here  the  amount 
of  the  preceding  aids  granted  by  the  king  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  to  distinguish  them  according  to  their 
difierent  classes.  The  first  is  composed  of  funds  lent 
successively  by  his  majesty,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  the  sum  of  eighteen  millions  livres,  reimbur^-fible  in 
specie  at  the  royal  treasury  in  twelve  equal  "j^ortions 
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of  a  million  five  hundred  thousand  livres  each,  besides 
the  interest,  and  ia  twelve  years,  to  commence  from 
the  third  year  after  the  date  of  the  peace,  the  interest, 
beginning  to  reckon  at  the  date  of  the  peace,  to  be  dis- 
charged annually»  shall  diminish  in  proportion  to  the 
reimbursement  of  the  capital,  the  last  payment  of  which 
shall  expire  in  the  year  1798. 

The  second  class  comprehends  the  loan  of  five  mil- 
lions Dutch  florins,  amounting,  by  a  moderate  valua- 
tion, to  ten  millions  livres  tournois,  the  said  loan  made 
in  Holland,  in  1781,  for  the  service  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  under  the  engagement  of  the  king 
to  refund  the  capital  with  interest,  at  fogr  per  cent, 
per  annum,  at  the  general  counter  of  the  states  gene- 
ral of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  in  ten 
equal  portions,  reckoning  from  the  sixth  year  of  the 
date  of  the  said  loan,  and  under  the  like  engagement 
on  the  part  of  the  minister  of  Congress,  and  in  behalf 
of  the  thirteen  United  States,  to  reimburse  the  ten 
millions  of  said  loan  in  i*eady  money  at  the  royal 
treasury,  with  interest,  at  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  in 
ten  equal  portions  of  a  million  each,  and  in  ten  periods 
from  year  to  year,  the  first  of  which  shall  take  place  in 
the  month  of  November,  1787,  and  the  last  in  the  same 
month,  1796  :  The  whole  conformable  to  the  conditions 
expressed  in  the  contract  of  the  16th  July,  1782. 

In  the  third  class  are  comprehended  the  aids  and 
subsidies  furnished  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  title  of  gratuitous  assistance,  from 
the  pure  generosity  of  the  king,  three  millions  of  wly'ch 
were  granted  before  the  treaty  of  February,  1778,  and 
six  millions  in  1781  ;  which  aids  and  subsidies  amount 
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in  the  whole  to  nine  millions  livret  touraois*  His  ma- 
jesty here  confirms,  in  case  of  need,  the  gratuitous  gift 
to  the  Congress  of  the  said  thirteen  United  States. 


ARTICLE    IIK 

The  new  loan  of  six  millions  livres  tournois,  the 
subject  of  the  present  contract,  shall  be  refunded  and 
reimbursed  in  ready  money  at  his  majesty's  royal 
treasury,  in  six  equal  portions  of  a  million  each,  with 
interest  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  in  six  periods, 
the  first  of  which  shall  take  place  in  the  year  1797,  and 
so  on,  from  year  to  year,'until  1803,  when  the  last  re- 
imbursement shall  be  completed* 

ARTICLE    IV. 

The  interest  of  five  per  cent*  per  annum,  of  the  capi- 
tal of  the  six  millions  mentioned  in  the  preceding  ar- 
ticle, shall  begin  to  be  reckoned  from  the  first  of  Ja- 
nuary, of  the  year  1784,  and  shall  be  paid  in  ready 
money  at  his  majesty's  royal  treasury  at  Paris  on  the 
same  day  of  each  year,  the  first  of  which  shall  take 
place  the  first  of  January,  1785,  and  so  on,  from  year 
to  year,  until  the  definitive  reimbursement  of  the  capi- 
tal ;  his  majesty  being  pleased,  by  a  new  act  of  gene- 
rosity, to  present  and  remit  to  the  thirteen  United 
States  the  partial  interest  of  the  present  year,  which 
the  underwritten  minister  of  Congress  has  declared  (o 
accept  with  acknowledgment  in  the  name  of  the  said 
United  States. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

'  The  interest  of  the  capital  of  the  six  millioiM  shall 
diminish  in  proportion  to  the  reimbursements  at  the 
periods  fixed  in  the  preceding  article ;  Congress  and  ' 
the  United  States  reserving,  however,  the  liberty  of 
freeing  themsejves  by  anticipated  payments,  should 
the  state  of  their  finances  admit* 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  contracting  parties  will  reciprocally  guaranty 
the  faithful  observation  of  the  foregoing  articles,  the 
ratifications  of  which  shall  be  exchanged  in  the  space 
of  nine  months  from  the  date  of  this  present  contract, 
or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  ministers  plenipotentiaries 
of  his  majesty  and  the  Congress  of  the  thirteen 
United  States  of  North  America,  in  virtue  of  our 
respective  full  powers,  have  signed  the  present 
contract,  and  thereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  our 
arms.  Done  at  Versailles,  the  twenty-fifth  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three. 

(Signed) 

GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES.  [l.s.] 
B.  FRANKLIN.  [l.  s.] 

Now  KNOW  YE,  That  we,  the  said  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  impressed  with  a  lively  sense  of 
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(be  assistance  and  affection  manifested  by  bis  most 
christian  majesty  in  the  above  contract,  have  ratified 
and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  ratify  and  con- 
firm the  said  contract  and  every  arlfcle  thereof ;  and 
we  do  hereby  empower  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at 
the  court  of  Versailles  to  deliver  this  our  own  ratifica- 
tiouj  in  exchange  for  the  ratification  of  the  said  contract 
on  the  part  of  bis  most  christian  majesty* 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be 
hereunto  affixed.  Witness  his  excellency  Elias 
Boudinot,  President,  this  thirty-first  day  of  Octo* 
ber,  1783,  and  of  our  sovereignty  and  indepen- 
dence, the  eighth. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Duane,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  report  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  respecting 
an  agent  or  consul  at  Madeira, 

Resolved,  That  a  commercial  agent  be  appointed 
to  assist  the  merchants  and  other  citizens  of  these 
United  States  trading  to  the  island  of  Madeira  and 
Porto  Santo.     The  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  John  Marsden  Pintard  was  elected. 

According  to  order,  the  honourable  P«  J.  Van 
Berckel,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  their  high 
mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, was  admitted  to  an  audience. 

And  upon  being  introduced,  he  addressed  Congress 
in  a  speech,  in  French,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
translation  : 
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GINTLEMEV  OF   THK   COVORESS, 

PrtrkHii  to  mj  bying  before  jroo  the  cooamifsion 
Urith  which  their  high  migbtineeses  the  states  general 
of  the  Uniied  Netherlands  have  honoured  me,  permit 
me  to  expresa  tfa^  joy  I  feel  on  fiodiog  myself  this  day 
in  this  assembly,  and  meeting  those  illustrious  men 
whom  the  present  age  admirea,  and  whom  posterity 
will  always  point  to  as  models  of  patriotism,  and  whose 
merits  eteraity  itself  can  alone  recompense. 

While  all  Esrope  kept  its  eyes  fixed  on  yont  ex- 
ploits, their  high  mightinesses  could  not  refrain  from 
very  seriously  iniereiting  themselves  therein,  recol^ 
lectiog,  as  they  always  did,  the  dangers  and  dificuhies 
to  which  their  forefathers  were  subjected  before  they 
could  free  themselves  from  the  yoke  in  which  they 
#ere  iiltbraUed.  They  knew  better  than  any  other 
the  worth  of  independence ;  and  they  knew  how  to  set 
a  jest  value  on  the  greatness  of  yoar  designs*  They 
applauded  jonr  geaerons  enterprise,  which  was  in- 
spired  by  a  love  of  yoar  country,  conducted  with  pru- 
dence, and  supported  with  beroick  courage;  and  they 
rejoiced  at  the  happy  success  which  crowned  your  la* 
boors. 

In  order  to  convince  you  of  their  affection,  and  the 
part  tbey  take  in  whatever  regards  your  repubUck^ 
my  masters  have  charged  me  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  accomplishment  of  your  desire,  which  bad  for  its 
object  the  power  of  your  own  absolute  will,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  that  inestimable  and  natural  treasure 
which  places  you  in  tbe  rank  of  sovereign  and  jnde- 
pendent  powers* 

VOL.  III.  54 


m  SiX;RET  JOUANAU  [Oct.  Uf 

How  flattering  is  it  to  me  to  find  myself  ibis  day  the 
organ  and  interpreter  of  the  sentiments  and  disposi- 
tions of  my  masters,  and  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  as- 
sure you  on  their  behalf,  that  there  is  nothing  which 
they  more  ardently  wish  than  the  happiness  of  your 
republick  and  the  establishment  of  the  union  of  your 
states!.  May  this  union,  founded  on  the  principles  of 
true  patriotism  and  a  love  for  the  publick  good,  be  ce* 
mented  in  such  a  manner  that  neither  fake  ambitioo, 
jealousy  or  private  interest  may  ever  be  able  to  do  it 
the  least  injury !  May  the  administration  of  a  wise 
and  prudent  government  dispense  happiness  and  plen- 
ty among  the  people,  and  give  them  a  glory  extended 
from  pole  to  pole,  and  lasting  as  ages. 

GENTLEMKN, 

Their  high  mightinesses  are  not  content  with  send- 
ing compliments  of  congratulation,  which  are  in  them- 
selves unfruitful,  but  being  convinced  that  an  inter- 
course of  commerce  and  mutual  good  will  are  the 
surest  means  of  binding  closer  the  sacred  bands  of 
friendship,  which  already  unite  you  together,  they  have 
commanded  me  to  assure  you,  that  they  have  nothing 
nearer  at  heart  than  to  labour  effectually  to  render 
this  friendship  fruitful  and  profitable ;  and  to  contri- 
bute as  far  as  possible  to  the  aggrandisement  of  an 
ally,  from  whom  they  promise  themselves  the  same 
efforts. 

This  is  a  sketch,  but  a  very  feeble  and  imperfect 
sketch,  of  the  sentiments  of  my  masters,  whose  sin- 
cerity surpasses  expression,  but  which  is  however 
manifested  in  the  letter  which  I  shall  have  the  honour 


I7W.]  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS.  ^  AST 

to  deliver  to  you.  This,  gentlemen,  this  is  the  purpose 
of  the  mission  with  which  they  have  honoured  me.- 
May  it  be  in  my  power  worthily  to  answer  their  ex- 
pectations, and  at  the  same  time  to  gain  your  affection 
and  confidence,  which  are  so  necessary  for  the  success 
of  my  undertaking !  As  to  myself,  without  guile  and 
without  artifice,  I  shall  always  conduct  myself  with 
that  rectitude,  candour  and  cordiality  which  form  the 
distinguishing  character  of  a  true  republican,  and 
which  is  at  the  same  time  the  best  security  for  my  at* 
tainiog  the  point  of  my  ambition,  which  is  that  of  gain- 
ing the  approbation  of  Congress,  the  friendship  of  its- 
members,  and  the  esteem  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. 

He  then  delivered  the  letter  from  their  high  mighti- 
nesses the  states  general,  of  which  the  following  is  » 
translation : 

To    the  United  States  of  America,    in  Congress- 
assembled. 

OUR  FRIBNDS  AND  ALLIES, 

With  very  great  satisfaction  did  we,  by  the  recep* 
lion  of  the  honourable  Mr.  Adams,  your  minister  with 
our  state,  acknowledge  the  independence  of  your  re- 
.  puUick ;  and  with  equal  and  much  greater  delight 
have  we  received  the  pleasing  tidings  of  the  conclu^ 
sion  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace,  by  which  the 
court  of  Great  Britain  has  dechared  you  free  and  inde-  , 
pendent  states.  We  have  long  ardently  wished  for 
this  happy  period,  having  for  several  years  past  witk 


sorrow  seen  the  troublflt  and  diflkukiea  wiUi  ubicb 
you  were  obliged  to  struggle.  Aod  we  da  labst  oor- 
dially  copgratulate  you  oa  this  happy  event,  sincerely 
taking  a  share  in  yonr  present  agreeable  situation. 

To  give  a  testimooy  of  our  sentiments  in  this  re- 
spect, and  to  convince  you  ofeur  unfeigped  esteem, 
we  have  thought  it  proper  to  s^d  you  an  envoy  ex- 
traordinary :  we  have  for  that  purpose  chosen  a  gen<* 
Ueman  of  distinction,  whose  personal  qualifications  are 
in  great  repute  among  us,  the  honourable  Mr*  Peter 
John  Van  Berckel,  burgomaster  of  the  city  of  Rotter- 
dam, and  a  deputy  in  our  assembly^  We  hope  and 
trust  that  you  wiU  graciously  receive  this  gentleman 
in  quality  of  our  minister  plenipotentiary ;  and  when 
he  shall  have  the  honour  to  deliver  you  these  presents, 
and  to  enter  into  farther  negotiations  with  you,  that 
you  will  give  full  dith  unto  him  as  unto  ourselves,  be- 
ing assured  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  express  in 
terms  too  strong  the  sentiments  of  esteem  and  reve- 
rence which  we  have  for  a  long  time  possessed  for 
that  wisdom,  courage  and  perseverance  by  which  you 
have  rendered  yourselves  famous  ,  throughout  the 
world. 

May  God  grant  that  your  riaing  repubUck  may  be- 
come more  and  more  prosperous,  thai  ii  may  increeee 
in  lustre  and  glory,  and  subsist  to  the  end  o|  time. 

We  shall  at  aU  times  rejoice  in  yeuf  intmasisg  feli* 
city ;  ^nd  we  desire  oothiof  mere  ardently  than  that 
we  may  maintaia  th^  s^rjetesl  friemiehtp  and 
pondence  with  you,  for  the  good  of  the  aubjecta 
inhabitants  eif  both  countries* 
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Tkh  leitef  Wing  read^  the  President  reComed  the 
following  answer  to  the  minister : 

SIR) 

In  a  contest  for  the  rights  of  human  nature,  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  of  America  could  not  but  be 
impressed  with  the  glorious  example  of  those  illustrious 
patriots,  who,  triumphing  over  eyery  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger, established  the  liberties  of  the  United  Netherlands 
on  the  most  honourable  and  permanent  basis.  Con- 
gress at  an  early  period  of  the  war  sought  the  friend* 
ship  of  their  high  mightinesses,  convinced  that  the  same 
inviolable  regard  for  liberty,  and  tbeaame  wisdom,  jus- 
tice and  magnanimity,  which  led  tbeur  forefotbers  to 
glory,  was  banded  down  unimpaired  to  their  posterity ; 
and  our  satisfaction  was  great  in  accomplishing  with 
them  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  on  terms  so  ac- 
ceptable to  both  nations. 

With  the  sincereet  pleasure,  sir,  we  receive  the  ho- 
nourable testimonials  ofconddence  and  esteem  of  their 
high  Biightinesaes,  and  their  affectionate  congratula* 
tions  on  the  success  of  our  efforts  in  the  sacred  cause 
of  liberty. 

We  assure  you,  sir,  thai  it  is  our  earnest  desire  to 
unite  with  their  hij^  mightinesses  in  every  measure, 
which,  can  promote  the  most  unreserved  confidence,  and 
the  mett  friendly  intercourse  between  two  nations,¥rliich 
bsve  vindicated  their  freedom  amidst  the  most  trying 
eeenea  of  danger  and  distress,  and  have  been  equally 
blessed  by  the  gracious  interposition  of  divine  Provi* 
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dcnce  with  that  sovereigoty  aod  independenee  so  essen* 
tial  to  their  safety  and  happiness. 

Governed  by  the  same  ardent  love  of  freedom,  and 
the  aame  maxims  of  policy,  cemented  by  a  liberal  sys* 
tem  of  commerce,  and  earnestly  disposed  to  advance 
our  mutual  prosperity  by  a  reciprocity  of  good  offices, 
we  persuade  ourselves  that  themost  friendly  and  be- 
neficial  connexion  between  the  two  republicks  will  be 
preserved  inviolate  to  the  latest  ages. 

It  adds,  sir,  greatly  to  our  pleasure  on  this  interesting 
occasion,  that  their  high  mightinesses  have  employed  as 
their  minister  a  gentleman  so  highly  celebrated  for  rec- 
titude and  patriotism,  and  from  whose  illustrious  family 
these  United  States  have  received  the  mostdistiDgutsh- 
ed  proofs  of  regard  and  friendship. 

NOVEMBER  1,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  S. 
Huntington,  Mr.  A.  Lee  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  were 
referred  a  letter  from  captain  J.  P.  Jones  to  the  agent 
of  marine,  of  the  13th  of  October,  and  a  letter  from  hini 
to  Congress,  of  the  18th  of  the  same  month, 

Resolved,  That  captain  John  Paul  Jones  be  and  he 
hereby  is  recommended  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  as  agent 
to  solicit,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  minbter,  for 
payment  and  satisfaction  to  the  officers  and  crews  for 
all  prizes  taken  in  E^urope  under  his  command,  and  to 
which  they  are  any  wise  entitled ;  and  that  the  said 
captain  Jones  shall  receive, the  commission  usually  al- 
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lowed  in  such  cases,  out  of  the  money  which  he  shall 
recover,  as  agent  for  the  said  prizes,  in  full  compensa- 
tion for  his  services  and  expenses :  provided  always, 
that  the  said  captain  J.  P.  Jones,  previous  to  his  enter- 
ing upon  the  execution  of  the  said  trust,  shall  give  t6 
the  superintendent  of  finance,  for  the  benefit  of  all  com* 
cemed,  sufficient  bonds  with  good  security,  for  the 
fiiithful  discharge  thereof^  and  for  the  just  payment  of 
the  same  to  the  said  superintendent  of  finance,  to  be  by 
him  distributed  to  those  persons  who  may  be  entitled 
thejqjBto. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Blr.  S« 
Huntington,  Mr.  Duane  and  -Mr.  Madison,  to  whom 
were  referred,  among  other  things,  a  letter  from  the  su- 
perintendent of  finance,  of  the  15th  of  September  last, 
and  sundry  papers  therein  enclosed, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  finance,  to  inform  the  farmers  general  of 
France,  that  Congress  are  sensible  of  their  generous 
attention  to  the  circumstances  of  the  war  in  which 
these  United  States  haVe  been  so  long  engaged,  and 
which,  interrupting  their  commerce,  deprived  them  of 
the  means  of  seasonable  remittances  to  satisfy  the  ba- 
lance so  justly  due  on  the  loan  made  by  them.  That 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  in  provid- 
ing for  the  national  debt,  by  their  act  of  the  1 8tb  day 
of  April,  1783,  were  not  unmindful  of  the  demands  of 
the  said  farmers  general ;  and  when  the  system  thereby 
adopted  for  the  relief  of  the  publick  creditors  shall 
have  taken  efiect,  the  interest  accruing  on  the  balance 
due  to  the  said  farmers  general  will  be  punctually  re- 
mitted ;  and  that  if  this  arrangement  shall  not  prove 
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taUtfactorjr  !•  theftnMn  geMrai,  tbeysbaH  be  m* 
sorad  in  dit  DMHe  of  the  United  Slatei,  tkat  #U  Hm 
metnt  in  ik&k  power  ahaH  be  emfdoyed  to  diflcbarge 
tlie  principnl  mm  due  to  tlie  anid  fenners  general  ai 
soon  as  the  condition  of  the  publick  finances  will 
admit. 


DECEMBER  13,  1783. 

The  President  laid  before  Congress  a  joint  letter 
from  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  at  Parts,  dated 
at  Passy,  September  10,  1783,  accompanied  with  th^ 
definitive  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Sutes  of  America,  signed  at  Paris^  September  3, 17S3, 
which  were  read. 

DECEMBER  18,  1783. 

• 

Sundry  letters  and  memorials  were  read^  among 
which  a  letter  of  the  23d  November,  Crom  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Netherlands^  and  a  note 
respecting  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  the  sloop 
Chester,  and  a  letter  of  the  28th  October,  from  go- 
vemour  Hancock,  in  behalf  of  the  government  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  which  were  com* 
mitted.  ^ 


JANUARY  3,  1784. 

A  letter  of  the  17tb  December  last,  from  Bfr.  F. 
Dana,  was  read,  informing  Congress  of  bis  arrival  at 
Boston,  after  a  passage  of  ninety-five  days  from  Pe- 


tei^sbuk-g,  tfnd  flesrring  t6  KhbWVlifether  it  b'the'eipec'- 
tatiob'orCongr^s  thai  be  slibuld  cbmb  on  to  tUe  phefe 
^r  tb^ir^eslsionfs,  and  #itbdat  loss'of  tftfais  to  rebderU 
Itaoiis  particalaraccoudt  of  h!s  lat(s  mhdibo:  Where- 
tipon, 
'On  mdtion  bf  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  ftfr.  Rcfad, 
Resolved,  Tbat  the  President  inrorm  Mr.  Dana  it 
is  the  desire  of  Congress  to  recdve'hfs  cdmmunicration 
Irelativie  to'hfs  mission  to  the  court  of  Russia,  and  t6 
the  disposition  of  that  court  towards  the  UnitH  States, 
las  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  his  affaire  and  the  sea- 
Isbo  shall  adoniit  of  his  attdnding  Cong^e^s. 

JANUARY  14,  1784. 

On'tlie^i%t)ortof  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, Mr.  'Gerry,  Mr.  Ellcry,  Mp.  Read  and  Mr. 
bawkins,  to  whom  were  referred  the  definitive  treaty 
bf  peade  between  the  United  States  6f  America  and 
ihb  Britannick 'majesty,  and  the  jbint  letter  of  the  lOth 
September,  from  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr* 
Jay, 

'Resolved  nnahimbusly,  nine  'states  being  present^ 
Thait 'the  said  definitive  treaty  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
Cy  (ratified  by  (he  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, in*  the  form  following : 

The  Unked  States  in  Congress  assembled — To  aN 
persons  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  Greeting* 

Whereias  definitive  articles  of  peace  and  friendship 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Britan- 
iiick  majesty  were  concladed  and  signed  at  Paris,  on 

VOL*  III.  55 
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the  third  day  of  September,  178.%  by  the  pleoipotei^ 
tiaries  of  che  said  United  States  and  of  his  said  Britan^ 
nick  mc^esty,  duly  and  respectively  authoriEej  for  that 
purpose,  which  defioitive  articles  are  in  the  ^ords  fol- 
lowing : 

In  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  undirided  Triaity. 

It  having  pleased  the  divine  Providence  to  dispose 
the  hearts  of  the  most  serene  and  most  potent  prince^ 
George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God  (un&of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  me  &ith, 
duke  of  Brunswick  and  Lunenburg,  arch-treasurer  and 
prince  elector  of  the  holy  Roman  empire,  &c«  and  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  forget  all  past  mison- 
derstandings  and  differences  that  have  unhappily  in- 
terrupted the  good  correspondence  and  friendship 
wbicb  they  mutoally  wish  to  restore,  and  to  establish 
such  a  beneficial  and  satisfactory  intercourse  hjetweei 
the  two  countries,  upon  the  ground  of  reciprocid 
advantages  and  mutual  convenience,  as  may. promote 
and  secure  to  both  perpetual  peace  and  harmony;  and 
having  for  this  desirable  end  already  laid  the  foimda- 
tion  of  peace  and  reconciliation,  by  the  provisional 
articles  signed  at  Paris,  on  the  30th  of  November, 
1783,  by  the  commissioners  empowered  on  each  part, 
which  articles  were  agreed  to  be  inserted  in  and  te 
constitute  the  treaty  of  peace  proposed  to  be  conclu^ 
ed  between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  said 
United  States,  bnl  which  treaty  was  not  to  be  conclud- 
ed until  terms  of  peace  should  be  agreed  upon  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  his  Britannick  majesty 
ehould  be  ready  to  conclude  such  treaty  accordingly  ; 
and  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  France  hav- 
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log  since  been  concladed,  his  Britannick  majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  cwder  lo  carry  into 
full  effect  the  provisional  articles  abovementioned  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  thereof,  have  constituted  and 
appointed,  that  is  to  say,  his  Britannick  majesty  on 
his  part,  David  Hartley^  esquire,  member  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  and  the  said  United  States  on 
their  part,  John  Adams,  esquire,  late  a  commissioner 
of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles, late  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  and  chief  justice  of  the  said  state,  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  said  United  States  to 
their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  pf  the  Unit- 
ed Netherlands,  Benjamin  Franklin,  esquire,  late  dele- 
gate in  Congress  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
president  of  the  convention  of  the  said  state,  and  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica at  the  court  of  Versailles,  John  Jay,  ef^quire,  late 
President  of  Congress,  and  chief  justice  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the 
said  United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  to  be  the 
plenipotentiaries  for  the  concluding  and  signing  the 
present  definitive  treaty  ;  who,  aft^r  having  recipro- 
cally communicated  their  respective  full  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  and  confirmed  the  following  articles  : 

*^  ARTICLE   I. 

His  Britannick  majesty  acknowledges  the  said  United  ' 
States,  viz.  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 


l^nd,  Virgioiai  North  Carolin,s^,  South  Qtyiplioa:  aq^* 
Georgia,  to  be  free,  sovereign  and  independent. sta(e^  9^ 
thai  I^e  treats  with  them  as  lucb,  and  for  himself,  hi») 
heirs  i^nd  8ncces8o.r3i  relinquishes  all  clatim^'to  the:, 
governmepti  prppriay,  and.  territorial  rjgjitsi  of  the^ 
samcif  and,  eye^j  part  thereof* 

ARTICLB    II* 

And  that  all  disputes  which  might  ari^e  in  future,  on 
t^e  subject  of  the  l^oundaries,  of  the  United  States^, 
may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared, 
that  t^e  following  are  and  sh^ll  be  their  bou^idaries,^^ 
vizt  From.th^  north-west  anj^le  of  Nov^,  Sc^otia,  viz.  tliat 
angle  f^liich  {^.formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  i\orth  from 
the  S9urce  of  Saint  Croix.river.to  the  highlands  ;  along 
the  s^id  hig^hlands  which  divide  those  rivers  that  emp- 
ty tl^emselves  into  the  river  St.  I^awrence  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  Atlantick  ocean,  to  the  north:wes-, 
ternmost  head  of  Connecticut  river ;  thence  down  along 
the,mi(^dle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
north  latitude ;  from  thence  by  a.  line  due  we^^t  on  said 
latitude,  until  it  strikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Catara- 
quy  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  s^id  river  into  la|(e 
Ontario,,  through  the  middle  of  said  lakp  until  it  strikes 
the  communication  by  water  between  that  lake  and 
lake  Erie ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  communi- 
cation into  lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of  said  [lake] 
until  itiarrives.at  the  water  copmaunicatiop  between 
that  l^kre  and  lak^e  Huron  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of . 
siljidwa^er  communication  intqthe  lake  Huron, ;  th^ncf . 
thrQ,i|g)i  tb^^middl^  of;th^  .sajd  lake  to  thf  water  com-> 
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np^^caMon,  t^etw^n  that.  Ifilia  a^d  lake  Superior ;; 
thence  through  lake  Superiour,  northward  of  the,  i$le$* 
Royal  and  Pbilipeaux,  to  the  Long  lake;  thence 
through  tlie  nxiddle  of  said  Long  lake,  and  the  water 
communication  between  it  and  the  lake  of  the  Woods, 
to  tbe^8aid*lakjB  of  the  Wt>ods$  tb€»noe  throughnbe  anid 
lake  to  the  most  novth>  western  poibi  tbercMol'!;  a^d  fhutt^ 

tb«nce»on  a  due  we^  courso  to;  the^rjver  Mmissippi^. . 

thence  by  a  line  to <  bedraw^i  aloi^  the  middle  of<tbe^ 
said  river  Mississippi,  until  it  shall  intersect' the  nofr- 
thornmost  part  of  the  thirty 'first  degree  ol^  nonb  lati*'. 
tide*    South,  by  a  line  tp  be  drawn  due  ea^t  fjtom  the; 
determinaMoi>  of  ihe  line  last  m^niioned^  in  the  latitude 
of; thirty ron^  degrees  north  of  tbeeq^iator^  to  th&oldb 
die  of'  the  river  ApalacbiCola  on  Csrfahocichle ;  theme 
along  the  middle  thereof  tp. its  tjiia«tion  witih  the  Flint, 
riy^r ;  thence  straight  t^i  the  b^ad  lof  St«  Hafy^Sfdvo' ^ 
apd  tbence  down  alopg  thfe  w^leof  9l«  .AfaryU^HTec 
tQ-  tbei  Atlantick  o^jeap*    Ej^^u  byva>  li^'  tpibe.  drajwa 
along  the  middle,  of  the  river  Saii^  CroiXi.  froi»  ittt. 
mputh  in  the  bayof  Fuudy to  its  sptirce^  andftoca  itst 
source  directly  noMh  tp  the  aforeiaid^bAgkbndsiwliich' 
dtvi4e  the  rivers  that  fail  into  tht  AtlaolicdL  oeeanfrem^' 
those  wb^h  fall  intP  the  river  Saint  Lairrenee;  comv 
prehendipg  all  isl^9- wiihio:  tweMyleagueaiol',  aiqr 
part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  Staies^.aftd  lyings  ben 
tween  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where 
the  aforesaid  boundaries  between  Nova  Scotja  on  the 
one  part,  and  East  Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respec- 
tively! tpucb  the  bay;  of  )Fuodycandthe)Mla»iipikfOoeaii, 
e|qppting:6uqh  isUods  as  npw  aroi  or  heretofore  have- 
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been  within  the  limits  of  the  said  province  of  Nora 
Scotia. 


ARTICLK    III. 

It  it  agreed  that  the  people  of  the  United  Statef 
shall  continue  to  enjoj  unmolested  the  right  to  take 
fish  of  ertfj  kind  on  the  Grand  bank,  and  on  all  the 
other  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;'  also  in  the  gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the  sea,  where  the 
inhabitants  of  both  countries  used  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore to  fish  ;  and  also  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  shaU  have  liberty  to  take  fish  ef  every  kind  on 
such  part  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  as  British'fish- 
ennen  shall  use  (but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  same  on 
that  island ;)  and  also  on  the  coasts,  bays  and  creeks 
of  all  other  of  his  Britannick  majesty's  dominions  in 
America  ;  and  that  the  American  fishermen  shall  hav« 
liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unsettled  bays^ 
harbours  and  creeks  of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  islands 
and  Labrador  so  long  as  the  same  shall  remain  unset* 
tied,  but  so  soon  as  the  same  or  either  of  them  shall  be 
settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  fishermen  tb 
dry  or  cure  fish  at  such  settlement  Irithout  a  previous 
agreement  for  that  purpose  of  the  inhabitants,  proprie- 
tors  or  possessors  of  the  ground* 

ARTICLE    IV. 

It  is  agreed  <hat  creditors  on  either  side  shall  meet 
with  no  UwM  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  fiiU 
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Talae,  in  sterling  money,  of  all  bona  fide  debti  hereto- 
fore contracted. 


ARTICLE  ▼• 

*  It  is  agreed  that  the  Congress  shall  earnestly  recom- 
mend it  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states,  to 
provide  for  the  restitution  of  all  estates,  rights  and 
properties  which  have  been  confiscated,  belonging  to 
real  British  subjects,  and  also  of  the  estates,  rights  and 
properties  of  persons  resident  in  districts  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  majesty^  arms,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms 
against  the  said  United  States ;  and  that  persons  of  any 
other  description  shall  have  free  liberty  to  go  to  any 
part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  and 
therein  to  remain  twelve  months,  unmolested,  in  their 
endeavours  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  such  of  their 
estates,  rights  and  properties  as  may  have  been  confis- 
cated ;  and  that  Congress  shall  also  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  the  several  states  a  reconsideration  and  revision 
of  all  acts  or  laws  regarding  the  premises,  so  as  to  ren- 
der the  said  laws  or  acts  perfectly  consistent  not  only 
with  justice  and  equity,  but  with  that  spirit  of  concilia^ 
.tion,  which,  on  the  return  of  the  blessings  of  peace, 
should  universally  prevail.  And  that  Congress  shall  also 
recommend  to  the  several  states  that  the  estates,  rights 
and  properties  of  such  last  mentioned  persons  shall  be 
restored  to  them,  they  refunding  to  any  persons  who  may 
be  now  in  possession,  the  bona  fide  price  (where  any  has 
been  given)  which  such  persons  may  have  paid  on  pur- 
chasing any  of  the  said  lands,  rights  or  properties,  since 


th^  t'onfid^atioti.  At\Q  it  n  agi'eed  (hat  all  pers<>tii 
who  have  any  interest  in  confiscated  lands;  either  by 
debts,  marriage  settlements  or  otherwise,  shall  meet 
with  no  lawful  impediment  id  ihe  prosecation  of  their 
just  rights. 

ARTICLl  VI. 

I'hat  thei^  i^hall  be  no  further  confiscations  made, 
nor  any  prosecutions  commenced  against  any  person 
or  personiB,  for  or  by  reason  of  the  part  which  he  of 
they  may  have  taken  in  the  present  War;  and  that  no 
person  shall  on  (hat  account  sufier  any  future  loss  oi 
damage,  either  in  his  person,  liberty  or  property ;  and 
(hat 'those  who  may  be  In  confinement  on  such  charges, 
at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  America, 
shall  be  immediately  scft  at  liberty,  and  the  prosecution 
so  commenced  be  discontinued. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

There  shall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  betweeik 
his  Britannick  majesty  and  the  said  states,  and  betweed 
4he  subjects  of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  other: 
iVherefore^^II  hoistilities,  both  by  sea  and  land,  shall 
from  henceforth  cease ;  all  prisoners  on  both  sides  shall 
be  set  at  liberty ;  and  his  Britannick  majesty  shall,  with 
all  convenient  speed,  and  withotit  causing  any  destruc- 
tioh,  or  carrying  away  tiny  negroes  or  o^her  property 
of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies, 
garrisons  and  fleets  from  the*  said  United  States,  and 
from  every  post,  place  and  harbour  within  the  same ; 
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kaviDg  in  all  foitifkiaUons  tbe  American  artillery  that 
may  be  therein ;  and  shall  also  order  and  cause  all  ar- 
chives, records,  deeds  and  papers,  belonging  to  any  of 
the  said  stales  or  their  citizens,  which  in  tbe  course  of 
the  war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers, 
to  be  forthwith  restored  and  delivered  to  the  proper 
states  and  persons  to  whom  they  belong. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  from  its 
source  to  the  ocean,  shall  for  ever  remain  free  and  open 
to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

ARTICLB    IX. 

In  case  it  should  so  happen  that  any  place  or  terrK 
tory  belonging  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  the  United  States, 
should  have  been  conquered  by  the  arms  of  either  from 
the  other  before  the  arrival  of  the  said  provisional  ar- 
ticles in  America,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  same  shall  be 
restored  without  difficulty,  and  without  requiring  any 
compensation. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  solemn  ratifications  of  the  present  treaty  expe*- 
dited  in  good  and  due  form,  shall  be  exchanged  be- 
tween the  contracting  parties  in  the  space  of  six 
months,  or  sooner  if  possible,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  signature  of  the  present  treaty, 
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In  witneM  whereof,  we  (be  uHdeitrigtied,  tbeir  miiii*- 
ien  plenipotentiBry)  have  iki  their  name,  and  m 
virtue  of  oar  full  poweri,  sigaed  with  our  haodi 
the  preheat  definitive  treaty,  aad  caaied  the  seab 
of  oar  arms  to  be  affixed  thet^to. 

Doae  at  Piirift,  this  third  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  oar  Lord,  oae  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three. 


[L.8.] 

DAVID  HARTLEY. 

[LtS.] 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

[!,.».] 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

{t.».] 

JOHN  JAY. 

Now 'know  tb,  That  we  the  Unitecl  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  having  seen  and  considered  the  de- 
finitive articles  aforeeaid,  have  approved,  ratified  and- 
confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  approve,  ratify 
and  -confirm  the  said  articles  and  every  part  and  clause 
thereof,  engaging  and  promising  that  we  will  sincerely 
and  faithfully  perform  and  observe  the  same,  and 
never  sufi*er  them  to  be  violated  by  any  one,  or  trans- 
gressed in  any  manner,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness, 
his  excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  President,  this 
fourteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and 
in  the  eighth  year  of  the  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Howell — 


New  Hamptlirey    Mr.  FoAter, 


#1 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island^ 

CoDDecticuV 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania^ 

Delaware,. 
Maryland,^ 
Virginia, 

North  CiBirolina^ 
Soath  Carolina, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge^ 
Mr.  Osgooc^ 

Mr.  Eiiery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworlh, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  Hand, 
Mr.  Morris,. 

Mr.  Tihon, 
Mr.  M'Comb,. 

Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Lloyd, 

Mr.  Jefibrson, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson,. 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


Ay.  >X 


Ay.y 
Ay.S 

Ay.  yx 


Ay. 


Ay. 

Ay.* 
Ay.S 

Ay.X 


At.. 


A«. 


Ay. 

Ay.V 
Ay.  >  Ay- 

Ay.\ 
Ay.y 

Ay.) 

Ay.i 


At.. 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSrmatire.. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  ratification  be  transmitted*' 
with  all  possible  despatch,  under  the  care  of  a  faithfob 
person,  to  our  ministers  in  France,  who  have  nego* 
tiated  the  treaty,  to  be  exchanged. 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Josiah  Harmar  be  appoint* - 
cd  to  carry  the  said  ratification*. 
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Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  furnish 
colonel  Harmar  with  money  to  defray  his  necessary 
expenses. 

Resolved,  That  a  proclamation  be  immediately  is- 
sued, notifying  the  said  definitive  treaty  and  ratification 
to  the  several  states  of  the  union,  and  requiring  their 
observance  thereof,  in  the  form  following : 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled* 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  definitive  articles  of  peace  and  friendship 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Britan- 
nick  majesty  were  concluded  and  signed  at  Paris,  on 
the  third  day  of  September,  1783,  by  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  said  United  States  and  of  his  said  Britan- 
nick  majesty  duly  and  respectively  authorized  for  that 
purpose,  which  definitive  articles  are  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

[Here  insert  the  treaty.]* 

And  we  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
having  seen  and  duly  considered  the  definitive  articles 
aforesaid,  did  by  a  certain  act  under  the  seal  of  the 
United  States,  bearing  date  this.  14th  day  of  January, 
1784,  approve,  ratify  and  confirm  the  same,  and  every 
part  and  clause  thereof,  engaging  and  promising  that 
we  would  sincerely  and  faithfully  perform  and  observe 
the  same,  and  never  sufier  them  to  be  violated  by  any 
one,  or  transgressed  in  any  manner  as  far  as  should  be 
in  our  power ;  and  being  sincerely  disposed  to  carry 

•See  page  434. 
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the  said  articles  into  execution,  truly,  honestly  and 
i^ith  good  faith,  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning 
thereof,  we  have  thought  proper  by  these  presents  to 
notify  the  premises  to  all  the  good  citizens  of  these 
United  States,  hereby  requiring  and  enjoining  all  bo- 
dies of  magistracy,  legislative,  executive  and  judiciary, 
all  persons  bearing  office,  civil  or  military,  of  whatever 
rank,  degree  or  powers,  and  all  others  the  good  citi« 
zens  of  these  states  of  every  vocation  and  condition, 
that  reverencing  those  stipulations  entered  into  on 
their  behalf  under  the  authority  of  that  federal  bond  by 
which  their  existence  as  an  independent  people  is 
bound  up  together,  and  is  known  and  acknowledged  by 
the  nations  of  the  world,  and  with  that  good  faith  which 
is  every  man's  surest  guide,  within  their  several  offices, 
jurisdictions  and  vocations,  they  carry  into  effect  the 
said  definitive  articles,  and  every  clause  and  sentence 
thereof,  sincerely,  strictly  and  completely*. 

Given  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States.  Witness, 
his  excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  our  President,  at 
Annapolis,  this  14th  day  of  January,,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  and  of  the  sovereignty  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  of  America,  the 
eighth. 

Resolved  unanimously,  nine  states  being  present, 
that  it  be  and  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
legislatures  of  the  respective  states  to  provide  for  the 
restitution  of  all  estates,  rights  and  properties  which 
have  been  confiscated  belonging  to  real  British  sub- 
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jects,  and  also  of  the  estates,  riglits  and  properties  of 
persons  resident  in  districts  which  were  in  the  posses* 
sion  of  his  Britannick  majesty's  arms  at  any  time  be- 
tween  the  SOth  day  of  November,  1782,  and  the  Mtk 
day  of  January,  1784,  and  who  have  Bot  borne  arma 
ajgainst  the  said  United  States ;  and  that  persons  of 
any  other  description  shall  have  ff^e  liberty  to  go  to  any 
part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  thirteen  Uni^d  States,  and 
therein  to  remain  twelve  months,  unmolested,  in  their 
endeavours  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  such  of  their 
estates,  rights  and  properties  as  may  have  been  con* 
fiscated.    And  it  is  also  hereby  earnestly  recommend* 
ed  to  th6  several  states  to  reconsider  and  revise  alt 
t)ieir  acts  or  laws  regarding  the  premises,  so  as  ta 
rcfnder  the  said  laws  or  acts  perfectly  consistent  not  on*, 
ly  with  justice  and  equity,  but  with  that  spirit  of  con* 
ciiiation  which,  on  the  return  of  the  blessings  of  peace^ 
should  universally  prevail.    And  it  is  hereby  also  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  the  several   states,  that  the^ 
estates,  rights  and  properties  of  such  last  mentioDed 
persons  ahall  be  restored  to  them,  they  refuodiBg  to 
any  persons  who  may  be  now  in  possession  the  bona 
fide  price  (where  any  has  been  given)  which  such  per- 
sons may  have  paid  on  purchasing  any  of  the  said 
lands.,  rights  or  properties  since  the  con&catioQ. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  proclamatioa  of  tlri»- 
date,  together  with  the  recommendation,  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  several  states  by  the  secretary. 
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JANUARY  15,  1784. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geity,  seconded  by  Mr.  Re&d, 
Resolved,  That  a  triplicate  of  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty  be  sent  to  our  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary by  lieutenant  colonel  David  8.  Franks,  who  is 
authorited  and  directed  to  take  passage  in  the  first 
Vessel  which  shall  sail  from  any  port  eastward  of 
Philadelphia,  for  France,  or  any  port  in  the  channel,  in 
which  neither  of  the  instruments  of  the  ratification  aN 
teady  forwarded  may  be  sent ;  provided  such  vessel 
shall  «ail  before  the  third  day  of  February  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  furnisk 
lieutenant  colonel  D.  Franks  with  money  to  defray  his 
^lecessary  expenses  in  going  and  returning. 

JANUARY  22,  1784. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr. 
Osgood  and  Mr.  Eilery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
of  ^th  October,  178S,  from  major  general  du  Portail, 
requesting  some  immediate  payment  for  himself  and 
other  oflScers  belonging  to  the  late  corps  of  engineers ; 
also  a  leU$r  from  brigadier  general  Armand,  of  the 
15tb  instant,  as  well  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other 
officers  belonging  to  the  legionary  corps  late  under  his 
command,  as  of  the  said  corps  of  engineers,  report, 

That  the  foreign  officers  lately  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  who  were  not  attached  to  the  line  of 
any  particular  state,  complain  of  great  and  singular 
hardships  under  which  they  have  laboured  during  the 
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hte  war.  The  pay  which  they  received  ,for  a  consi- 
derable time  in  depreciated  money,  was  very  unequal 
to  their  actual  expenses,  nor  could  they  be  profited  by 
the  recommendations  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
depreciation^  which  afforded  immediate  relief  to  the 
rest  of  the  army,  because  there  was  no  state  to  which 
they  could  look  for  the  balance  of  their  pay  ;  hence  it 
followed,  that  some  of  them  have  depended  in  a  great 
measure  for  their  support  on  remittances  from  their 
friends  in  France,  while  others,  less  fortunate,  have 
contracted  considerable  debts  in  America.  That  in 
their  present  situation  they  neither  have  the  means  of 
subsisting  in  America,  nor  of  returning  to  their  native 
country,  unless  some  part  of  the  money  due  them  by 
the  publick  shall  be  paid  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  take 
order  for  paying  to  the  foreign  officers  of  the  late  corps 
of  engineers,  and  to  the  foreign  officers  lately  belong- 
ing to  the  legionary  corps,  commanded  by  brigadier 
general  Armand,  also  to  major  Seconde,  captain  Beau* 
lieu,  late  of  general  Pulaski's  corps,  and  to  captain  Pon- 
thiere,  late  aid  to  the  baron  Steuben,  such  sums,  on  ac- 
count of  their  pay,  as  may  be  necessary  to  relieve  them 
from  their  present  embarrassments,  and  enable  those 
in  America  to  return  to  their  native  country. 

FEBRUARY  3,  1784. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Hand,  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Williamson,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  letter  from    brigadier  general  Armand,  in 


t7»k]  JHUtSKEK  AFmBSL  441 

behalf  of  the  foreign  officen  of  the  eorpe  of  eogioeerd, 
the  legionary  corpi,  &c* 

Reiolred,  That  the  suptriniendent  of  finance  be  and 
he  is  hereby  directed,  to  Cake  measurei,  as  far  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
for  remitting  annoally  to  the  foreign  officers  of  the  corps 
of  engineers,  the  legionary  corps  lately  commanded  by 
brigadier  general  Armand,  to  major  Seconde  and  cap- 
Uin  Beanlieti,  late  of  general  Pulaski's  corps^  and  to 
captain  PontUere,  late  aid-de«camp  to  baron  Steuben, 
die  interest  of  such  sums  as  may  remain  due  to  them 
respectively  after  the  paymenu  which  shall  hare  beea 
made  to  them  in  consequence  of  the  resolntion  of  the 
33dof  January  last. 

FEBRUARY  11,  1784. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Jef^- 
fersoo  and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  note  from 
the  honourable  tbe  minister  of  France,  dated  the  3j(Hh 
January,  informing  that  ^  his  most  christian  majesty, 
^^  from  a  desire  to  favour  the  progress  of  commerce 
^*  between  his  realm  and  these  United  States,  has  no- 
^^  minated  four  consols  and  five  vice  consuls  to  reside 
^^  in  the  towns  of  this  continent  where  he  has  judged 
<^  their  presence  to  be  necessary ;  and  that  he  has  ap- 
^  pointed  Mr.  de  Marbois  consul  general  of  the  thir^ 
**  teen  United  States,''  report, 

That  they  have  conferred  with  Mr.  de  Marbois, 

who  produced  to  them  four  commissions  fo^  the  said 

consuls,  and  6»e  brevets  for  the  vice  consuls,  whereby 

it  appears  that  the  said  sieur  de  Marbois  is  appointed 
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consul  general  of  France  for  the  thirteen  United  States 
of  America*  The  sieur  de  L'etombe,  consul  of  France 
for  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island ;  the  sieur  de  Su  Jean  de  CreyecoeuTi 
consul  of  France  for  the  states  of  Connecticut,  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  ;  the  said  sieur  de  Marbois,  con- 
sul  of  France  for  the  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Dela- 
ware ;  and  the  chevalier  D' AnnemourSyConsul  of  France 
for  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Also  that  the  sieur  Toscan 
is  appointed  vice  consul  at  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  sieur  de  Marbois  vice  consul  at  Rhode  Island, 
jthe  sieur  Oster  vice  consul  at  Richmond,  in  Virginia, 
the  sieur  Petry  vice  consul  at  Wilmington,  in  North 
Carolina,  and  the  sieur  de  la  For^t  vice  consul  at  Sa- 
vannah, in  Georgia :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissions  and  brevets  of  the 
said  officers  be  registered  in  the  secretary's  office ;  and 
that  thereupon  acts  of  recognition,  in  due  form,  be  im- 
mediately issued  to  the  states  concerned,  in  order  that 
they  may  furnish  them  respectively  with  their  exequa- 
tur or  notification  of  their^uality,  that  the  same  may  be 
made  known  and  published. 


MARCH  2,  1784. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  an  under  secretary  in  the 
office  for  foreign  affairs,  to  take  charge  of  the  papers 
in  that  office  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Henry  Remsen,  junior,  was  elected,  having  been 
previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Gerry. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  H.  Remsen,  junior,  under  secre- 
tary in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed,  to  take  a  list  of  all  tne  papers 
in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  and  lay  the  same  before 
Congress;  and  that  the  members  of  Congress  have 
access  to  the  said  papers  under  the  regulations  of  the 
office. 


MARCH  16,  1784. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Gerry,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Read  and  Mr. 
Williamson,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  Novem- 
ber. 1st,  and  one  of  December  25th,  from  doctor  Frank- 
lin, with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  together  with  a  letter 
of  SOth  October,  and  one  of  1 4th  November,  from  Tho- 
mas Barclay, 

Resolved,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  appoint  any  person,  not  a  citizen' 
thereof,  to  the  office  of  minister,  change  d'affaires,  con- 
sul, vice  consul,  or  to  any  other  civil  department  in  a 
foreign  country ;  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolve  be 
transmitted  to  Messrs.  Adams,  I^anklin  and  Jay,  minis- 
ters of  the  said  states  in  Europe. 

That  the  said  ministers  be  instructed  to  inform  Mr. 
William  Hodgden,  merchant,  of  London,  that  Congress 
have  a  grateful  sense  of  his  benevolent  and  humane 
attention  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  were 
prisoners  in  Great  Britain  during  the  late  war. 

That  a  copy  of  the  application  of  the  Danish  minis- 
ter to  doctor  Franklin,  and  of  a  paragraph  of  his  letter 
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to  Coogrest  od  the  aulsect  of  tbe  captiR«  of  the  OaaUi 
ship  Providenlia,  be  wnt  to  tha  $iqpreoie  eMeotive  of 
MassacboBetls,  who  are  reqgaeited  to  oidtr  duplicate 
a^  authenlick  copies  of  the  proceoditiga  of  their  cmiI 
of  admiralty  reipectiag  the  said  ship  and  cargo  to  be 
seot  to  Coogreas* 

.  That  a  copy  of  al(  the  letters  froa  Mr.  Roherl  Moat- 
gomery,  of  Alicant,  with  their  eoclosures  to  Congress 
and  the  secretary  for  foreign  a&irs,  be  transmitted  to 
the  said  ministers,  who  are  instructed  to  inquire  on 
what  grounds  Mr.  Montgomery  has  undertaken  to 
vrite  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  to  the  empefor 
of  Morocco  a  letter,  by  which  their  character  and  in- 
terest  may  be  so  materiaUy  affiseted ;  and  to  take  s«ch 
measunes  therein  ai  may  he  proper  and  consistei^t  with 
the  interest  of  the  said  states. 

That  a  eopy  of  a  letter  frrni  Thomas  Barclay,  con* 
sul  of  the  United  Slates  in  France,  of  the  20th  of  Octo- 
ber last,  to  C<u)gress,  be  transmitted  td  the  said  minis* 
ters^  who  are  instructed  to  take  the  necessary  measures 
for  obtaining  free  ports  m  that  kingdom,  one  or  more 
on  the  Atlaattckt  and  one  on  the  Mediterranean* 


MARCH  26,  1784. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Gerry  and 
Mr.  WiHiamson,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  tetters 
from  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  in  Europe. 
And  sundry  instructions  to  the  ministers  relative  to  the 
formation  of  commercial  treaties  with  sundry  Eluropean 
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Mtions  heivg  wader  debate,  and  the  tkird  article  of 
iDStniction  being  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

^^That  theso  United  States  be  considered  in  aU 
<&  such  treaties^  and  in  eTerjr  case  arising  under  thenn, 
^^  as  one  nation,  upon  the  principles  of  the  federal  con- 
«  stitution''— 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Eilery,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Howell,  to  strike  oat  that  instruction  ;  and  on  the 
question,  Shall  it  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re* 
quired  by  Mr.  Read — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  BlancbArd, 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylyania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery^ 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 


I  No. 
Ay.  >X 


No. 
No. 

Now 
No. 


Mr.  Miffliii^  Ajr. ) 

Mr.  Montgomery,  Ay.  y 

Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Cbace, 


Z:\ 


At. 


At. 


Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee,  ' 
Mr.  Monroe, 


il: 

No. 
Ay.J 


>A»' 
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North  Cardinal     Mr.  Williamion,     Ay. )  ^ 
Mr.  Spaight,  Aj.  5  ^^* 

South  Caroh'na,      Mr.  Read,  Ay.  >  . 

Mr.  Bcreiford,       Ay.  5  ^^* 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

APRIL  1,  1784. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  so  far  as  relates  to  the  formation  of  com- 
mercial treaties  with  sundry  European  nations ;  and  the 
following  paragraph  being  under  debate,  viz« 

^*  That  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to  carry  their 
^<  own  produce,  manufactures  and  merchandise  in  their 
^<  own  bottoms  to  the  ports  of  the  other,  and  thence  to 
'^  take  the  produce  and  merchandise  of  the  other,  pay- 
'^  ing  in  both  cases  such  duties  only  as  are  paid  by  the 
<^  most  favoured  nation,  freely  where  it  is  freely  grant- 
^  ed  to  such  nation,  and  paying  the  compensation  where 
<<  such  nation  does  the  same^' — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Henry,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Grerry,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  said 
paragraph,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following : 

That  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to  carry  their  own 
produce,  manufactures  and  merchandise  in  their  own 
bottoms  Jo  the  ports  of  the  other,  and  thence  to  take 
the  produce,  manufactures  and  merchandise  of  the 
other,  paying  in  both  cases  such  duties  as  are  paid  by 
their  subjects  or  citizens  respectively ;  but  if  this  can- 
not  be  obtained,  then  such  duties  as  are  paid  by  the 
most  favoured  nation. 
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And  on  the  question  to  postpone  fop  the  purpose 
abovementioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  M'Henry— 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  M'Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase; 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

South  Carolina,      Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 
So  the  question  was  lost. 


jjJ;|Ditidbiu 

Ay.  I  ^^' 

N J;  I  Divided. 


No. 


',  No.>At. 

Ay.S 

Ay.^ 
Ay.  V  Ay. 
Ay.  5 

No.> 
Ay. 

Ay.  VAt. 
Ay. 
No.J 

nJ!  5  Divided. 

A*;}  Divided. 
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APRIL  2,  1784. 

Congress  resumed  the  conflrtderation  of  the  report  to 
far  as  relates  lo  the  formatioti  of  treaties  of  amity  and 
commerce ;  and  it  being  determined. 

That  it  will  be  advantageooa  t»  these  United  States 
to  conclude  such  treaties  with  Russia,  the  emperor  of 
Germany  for  his  Austrian  possessions,  with  Prussia, 
Denmark,  Hamburg,  Great  Britain,  Spain,  Portugal, 
Genoa,  Tuscaily,  Rome,  the  two  Sicilies,  Venice,  Sar< 
dinia  and  the  Ottoman  Porte — 

And  the  instructions  relative  to  the  makii^  the 
treaties  being  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

That  in  the  formation  of  these  treaties  the  following 
points  be  carefully  stipulated  : 

That  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to  carry  their  own 
produce,  manuractures  and  merchandise  in  their  own 
bottoms  to  the  ports  of  the  other^-and  thence  to  take 
the  produce  and  merchandise  of  the  other,  paying,  in 
both  cases,  such  duties  only  a«  are  paid  by  the  most 
favoured  nation,  freely  where  it  is  freely  granled  to 
such  nation,  or  paying  the  compensation  where  such 
nation  does  the  same* 

That  with  the  nations  holding  territorial  possessions 
in  America  a  direct  and  similar  intercourse  be  admit- 
ted between  the  United  Statet  and  such  possessions ; 
or  if  this  cannot  be  obtained,  then  a  direct  and  similar 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  certain  free 
ports  within  such  possessions ;  that  if  this  neither  can 
be  obtained,  permission  be  stipulated  to  jbring  from 
such  possessions  in  their  own  bottoms  the  produce  and 
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merchandise  thereof  to  these  states  directly,  and  for 
these  states  to  carry  in  their  own  bottoms  their  produce 
and  merchandise  to  such  possessions  directly ;  or  last- 
ly, a  permission  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  possessions 
to  carry  their  produce  and  merchandise  in  their  own 
bottoms  to  the  free  ports  of  other  nations;  and  thence 
to  take  back  directly  the  produce  and  merchandise  of 
these  states. 

That  these  United  States  be  considered  in  all  such 
treaties,  and  in  every  case  arising  under  them,  as  one 
nation  under  the  principles  of  the  federal  constitution. 

That  it  be  proposed,  though  not  indispensably  re- 
quired, that  if  war  should  hereafter  arise  between  the 
two  contracting  parties,  the  merchants  of  either  coun- 
try then  residing  in  the  other  shall  be  allowed  to  re- 
main nine  months  to  collect  their  debts  and  settle 
their  affairs,  and  may  depart  freely,  carrying  off  all 
theijr,  effects  without  molestation  or  hindrance ;  and 
all  fishermen,  ail  cultivators  of  the  earth,  and  all  arti- 
sans or  manufacturers,  unarmed,  and  inhabiting  unfor- 
tified towns,  villages  or  places,  who  labour  for  the 
common  subsistence  and  benefit  of  mankind,  and 
peaceably  following  their  respective  employments, 
shall  be  allowed  to  continue  the  same,  and  shall  not 
be  molested  by  the  armed  force  of  the  enemy  in  whose 
power,  by  the  events  of  war,  they  may  happen  to  fall ; 
but  if  any  thing  is  necftsary  to  be  taken  from  them 
for  the  use  of  sugh  armed  force,  the  same  shall  bt 
paid  for  at  a  reasonable  price  ;  and  all  merchants  and 
traders  exchanging  the  products  of  different  places, 
and  thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  conveniences 
and  comforts  of  human  life  more  easy  to  obtain,  and 
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mare  general,  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  free  and  ttn«' 
molested ;  and  neither  of  the  contracting  powers  shall 
grant  or  issue  any  commission  to  any  private  armed 
vessel  empowering  them  to  take  or  destroy  soch  trad* 
ing  ships,  or  interrupt  such  commerce. 

And  in  case  either  of  the  contracting  parties  shall 
happen  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  nation^ 
it  is  further  agreed,  in  order  to  prevent  all  the  di£<- 
eulties  and  misunderstandings  that  usually  arise  re- 
specting the  merchandise  heretofore  called  contraband, 
such  as  arms,  ammunition  and  military  stores  of  all 
kinds,  that  no  such  articles,  carrying  by  the  ships  or 
subjects  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the  enemies  of  the 
other,  shall  on  any  account  be  deemed  contraband,  so 
as  to  induce  confiscation  and  a  loss  of  property  to  in- 
dividuals :  nevertheless,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  stop  such 
ships,  and  detain  them  for  such  length  of  time  as  the 
captors  may  think  necessary,  to  prevent  the  inconve- 
nience or  damage  that  might  ensue  from  their  proceed* 
ing  on  their  voyage,  paying  however  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  the  loss  such  arrest  shall. occasion  to 
the  proprietors  ;  and  it  shall  farther  be  allowed  to  use, 
in  the  service  of  the  captors,  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
Ihe  military  stores  so  detainedi  paying  the  owners  the 
full  value  of  the  same,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  current 
price  at  the  place  of  its  destination.  But  if  the  other 
contracting  party  will  not  content  to  discontinue  the 
confiscation  of  contraband  goods,  then  that  it  be  stipu- 
lated, ihat  if  the  master  of  the  vessel  stopped  will 
deliver  out  the  goods  charged  to  be  contraband,  he 
shall  be  admitted  to  do  it ;  and  the  vessel  shall  not  in 
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that  case  be  carried  into  tiny  port,  but  shall  be  allowed 
to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

That  in  the  same  case,  where  either  of  the  contract^ 
ing  parlies  shall  happen  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  any 
other  power,  all  goods  not  contraband  belonging  to  the 
subjects  of  that  other  power,  and  shipped  hi  the  bottoms 
x>f  the  party  hereto,  who  is  not  engaged  in  the  war,  shall- 
be  entirely  free.  And  that  to  ascertain  what  shall 
constitute  the  blockade  of  any  place  or  port,  it  shaU 
be  understood  to  be  in  such  predicament,  when  the 
assailing  power  shall  have  taken  such  a  station  as  to^ 
expose  to  imminent  danger  anyship  or  ships  that  would 
attempt  to  sail  in  or  out  of  the  said  ports^  And  that 
1)0  vessel  of  the  party  who  is  not  engaged  m  the  said 
war  shall  be  stopped  without  a  material  and  welt 
grounded  cause :  and  in  such  cases,  justice  shall  be 
done,  and  an  indemnification  given  without  loss  of  time 
to  the  persons  aggrieved,  and  thus  stopped  without 
sufficient  cause. 

That  no  rights  be  stipulated  for  aliens  to  hold  reaF 
estates  within  these  states,  this  being  utterly  inadmis^ 
sible  by  their  several  laws  and  policy  ^  but  wherr,  en 
the  death  of  any  person  holding  real  estate  within  the 
territories  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,,  such  reat 
estate  would  by  their  laws  descend  on  a  subject  or  ci« 
tizen  of  the  other,  were  he  not  disqualified  by  alienage, 
there  he  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  dispose 
of  the  same,  and  withdraw  the  proceeds  without  mo* 
lestation. 

And  that  such  treaties  be  made  for  a  term  not  exp~ 
ceeding  teo^  years  from  the  exchange  of  ratificatioof .- 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Spaight,  to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof,  in 
order  to  take  up  the  following  proposition  : 

Whereas  the  harmony  of  the  anion  will  be  best 
promoted  by  consulting  the  disposition  and  obtaining 
the  concurrence  of  the  respective  parts  in  its  most  im- 
portant interests  :  And  whereas  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  renders  such  concurrence  of  the  diffe- 
rent legislatures  highly  prudent,  if  not  indispensably 
necessary,  in  forming  commercial  treaties  : 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  of  the  United  States 
in  Europe  be  directed  to  inform  the  powers,  who  have 
made  or  shall  make  oilers  of  commercial  treaties  with 
the  United  States,  that  the  United  States  are  desirous 
of  forming  such  treaties  upon  terms  of  perfect  reci- 
procity and  equality;  and  for  that  purpose  are  ready 
to  enter  into  negotiations  in  America  with  their  minis- 
ters properly  authorized. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  instructions,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer — 


New  Hampshire, 

Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Blanchard, 

i^:l- 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

l?.l- 

Rhode  Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

%-.v- 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Sherman^ 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 

^;:|Dm.«,. 

New  York, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

nJ:!  ">"•■>»• 
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New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
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Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  M'Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jcfierson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  >  At. 

Ay-S 


AyO 
Ay. 

No. 

Ay. 

Ay.  J 


>-At. 


r 

401 


At 


:\ 


Divided. 


Ay. 

Ay. 


At. 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  he  recommitted. 


APRIL  16,  1784. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  having  on 
the  6th  transmitted  to  Congress  a  letter,  dated  13th 
August,^  1783,  from  his  roost  christian  majesty,  in  an- 
swer to  their  letter  of  the  14th  June,  1779,  and  ac- 
companied the  same  with  a  memorial  informing  Con- 
gress, that  the  portraits  of  the  king  and  queen  are 
arrived  at  Philadelphia  ;  that  he  has  orders  to  present 
them  to  this  assembly,  and  has  taken  the  measures 
necessary  for  their  safe  keeping  until  Congress  shall 
be  ready  to  re<;eive  them  ;  the  said  letter  and  memo- 
rial were  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  committee. 
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On  the  report  or  a  committee,  cojisistiiig  of  Mr* 
Genyi  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  letter  of  the  13tb  of  August,  from  his  most 
christian  majesty,  and  the  memorial  from  the  honoura« 
ble  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  signed  by 
the  President  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  and  transmitted  to  his  most  christian 
majesty,  in  answer  to  his  letter  accompanying  the  por- 
traits of  his  majesty  and  of  his  royal  consort,  which 
he  has  been  pleased  to  present  to  Congress. 


GREAT,  FAITHFUL  AND  BCLOVBD  F&IBND  AND  ALLY, 

Your  majesty's  letter  of  the  13th  of  August  last  has 
been  received  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled with  a  degree  of  satisfaction  and  pleasure 
which  those  only  can  conceive,  who,  to  the  highest 
sentiments  of  respect,  unite  feelings  of  the  most  affec- 
tionate friendship. 

The  portraits  of  your  majesty  and  of  your  royal 
consort  having  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  have  been 
carefully  preserved  by  your  faithful  minister,  the  che- 
valier de  la  Luzerne,  whose  attention  on  this,  as  on 
all  other  occasions,  merits  the  acknowledgments  of 
Congress. 

These  lively  representations  of  our  august  and  most 
beloved  friends  will  be  placed  io  our  council  chamber ; 
and  can  never  fail  of  exciting  in  the  mind  of  every 
American,  an  admiration  of  the  distinguished  virtues 
and  accomplishments  of  the  royal  originals. 


1^^]  foubion  aftaimw^  4$$ 

We  beseech  the  Supreme  Roler  of  the  Unit ene 
eoDstantly  to  keep  your  majesty  ^ucl  y^ur  royal  con- 
sort in  bis  holy  protection,  and  to  render  the  blessinge 
of  your  administration  as  ieztensive  as  the  objects  of 
your  majesty's  benevolent  principles* 

Done  at  Anni^poUs,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  thii 
16th  day  of  April,  1784,  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled* 

Your  faithful  friends  and  allies* 

Resolved,  That  the  President  inform  the  honoura- 
able  the  minister  of  France,  that  Congress  have  a  due 
sense  of  the  care  which  he  has  taken  for  preserving  the 
portraits ;  and  are  desirous  they  may  continue  in  his 
possession  until  proper  places  can  be  provided  for 
them* 

That  a  letter  be  addressed  by  the  President  to  the 
supreme  executives  of  the  several  states,  informing 
them  of  the  intelligence  communicated  by  the  minister 
of  France,  to  wit:  ^^Tbat  his  most  christian  majesty 
**  has  determined  that  L'Orient  shall  be  a  free  port ; 
*^  and  although  the  edict  ia  Hot  published,  may  be  so 
^<  considered  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States*  And 
*^  that  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  likewise  en- 
'*  joy  the  liberty  of  frequenting  the  ports  of  Marseilles 
'^  and  Dunkirk ;  and  participate,  as  other  nations,  the 
''  franchises  and  privileges  of  these  two  places.'' 

That  the  minister  of  France,  in  answer  to  his  letter 
of  the  9th  instan|t,  requesting  to  know^what  measures 
had  been  taken  by  the  United  States  relative  to  the 
payment  of  the  portions  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
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the  loan  of  eighteen  millions  livres  furnished  by  his 
most  christian  majesty,  and  also  of  five  millions  florins 
supplied  in  Holland,  and  guarantied  by  his  majesty, 
be  informed,  that  as  all  the  legislatures  have  not  yet 
passed  on  the  recommendations  of  Congress,  of  the 
18th  April,  1783,  for  establishing  permanent  funds, 
supplementary  requisitions  on  the  states  will  be  adopt- 
ed to  provide  forlhe  interest  of  the  loans  aforesaid  for 
the  present  year  \  and  that  the  greatest  care  will  be 
taken  by  subsequent  measures  for  the  pwictual  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest,  as  they  may  re- 
spectively become  due,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
several  contracts. 

MAY  3,  1784. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Spaight, 

Ordered,  That  all  letters  from  the  ministers  of  these 
United  States  in  Europe  be  considered  at  all  times  as 
under  an  injunction  of  secrecy,  except  as  to  such  parts 
of  them  as  Congress  shall,  by  special  permission,  al- 
low to  bo  published  or  communicated. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  order,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Spaight—* 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster,  Ay.  ?  . 

Mr.  Blanchard,       Ay.  5      * 

Massachusetts,        Mr.  Gerry,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Partridge,        Ay.  5  ^^* 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Ellery,  Ay. )  ^^ 

Mr.  Howell,  nJ.  }  ^'*«'"' 
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Neir  York, 

New  Jertey, 
PennsylvaDia, 

Maryland, 
"Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
.Sooth  Carolina, 
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Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworlb, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jeflferson, 
Mr.  Hafdy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


iOS 


Ay.J 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  ot  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  South 
Carolina,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  their  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
the  court  of  Madrid  be  and  he  is  hereby  instructed,  to 
use  hi«  best  endeavours,  by  a  proper  application  in  be- 
half  of  the  state  of  Sooth  Carolina  to  hiscatholick  ma- 
jesty, to  obtain  an  adequate  compensation  to  that  state 
for  the  service  performed  by  the  South  Carolina  frigate, 
in  co-operating  with  the  Spanish  general  and  forces, 
in  the  expedition  against  and  reduction  of  Providence 
and  the  Bahama  Islands,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
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seven  bui\dred  and  eighty-two ;  and  the  said  minister 
be  further  directed,  to  place  such  money  as  he  shall 
obtain  from  (he  king  of  Spain  in  proper  hands^  subject 
to  the  draft  6f  the  governour  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  said  stale,,  for  the  use  thereof;  and  to  give  to  bit 
said  eicellency  the  earliest  intelligence  of  the  success 
of  his  application. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Gerry,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Williamson,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  letter  of  16th  April  last,  from  the  su* 
perintendebt  of  finance,  enclo^ihg  a  letter  of  26lh 
December,  and!  one  of  tbc  lOth  Jaauary,  from  the  mar* 
quis  de  la  Fayette,  with,  sundry  papers  enclosed, 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  President 
to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayeiie,  expressing  the  high  sense 
which  Congreai  entertain  al  his  idlportaot  services  re* 
lative  to  the  eommercd  of  France  and  these  United 
States,  and  particularly  to  free  ports  j  that  there  is 
every  reason  to  expect  mutual  and  permanent  advan* 
tages  from  these  liberal  measures  adopted  by  bis  most 
christian  majesty  ;  and  that  an  extension  thereof  to  his 
West  India  colonies  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress, 
increase  those  advantages,  and  produce  the  most  salth 
lary  effects. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  29th  of 
June  last,  from  the  count  de  Vergennes,  and  one  of 
the  9th  of  January  last,  from  monsieur  de  Calonne  to 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  respecting  free  ports  in 
France,  be  entered  on  the  journal ;  and,  when  publish- 
led,  transmitted  to  the  supreme  executives  of  the  seve- 
ral states. 
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The  letters  being  translated  are  as  follows: 

Yersaillea,  29tb  June,  1783. 

SIR, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  roe  the 
honour  to  write  on  the  17th  of  this  month*  You  desire 
to  know  what  is  meant  hy  fret  port. 

By  thi%  term,  sir,  we  mean  a  place  to  which  all 
merchandises,  as  well  foreign  as  domestick,  may  be 
imported,  and  from  which  they  may  be  freely  exported* 
You  will  judge,  sir,  by  this  definition,  that  all  the  mer* 
chandises  of  the  north,  without  eiception,  may  be  im- 
ported  into  L'Orient,  and  exported  from  it,  by  the 
Americans.  In  a  word,  L'Orient  will  be  reputed  foreign 
with  regard  to  France,  as  far  as  it  respects  commerce. 
The  prohibitions  and  duties  upon  foreign  merchandises 
will  take  effect  only  in  case  any  person  desires  to  in- 
troduce into  the  interiour  parts  of  the  realm  the  mer- 
chandises subjected  to  the  one  or  the  other. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  he. 

DE  VERGENNES. 
Mr.  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

Yersaille8,9ih  January,  1784. 

SIR, 

I  have  communicated  to  the  king  the  observations 
contained  in  the  memoir  which  you  transmitted  to  me 
relative  to  the  commerce  of  America,  and  those  which 
you  made  at  our  last  conference. 

I  am  authorized  to  announce  to  you,  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  his  majesty  to  grant  to  the  United  Stales 
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the  ports  of  L'Orient  and  Bayonne  as  free  ports ;  and 
besides  these,  that  of  Dunkirk,  and  that  of  Marseilles, 
the  first  of  which  enjoys  absolute  freedom,  and  the- 
other  is  restrained  in  the  exercise  of  that  freedom  only 
with  regard  to  tobacco,  which  is  there  subjected  to  a 
duty.  The  Amoricans  may  from  this  moment  send 
their  vessels  to  those  four  ports,  where  they  will  not 
meet  with  any  kind  of  difficulty.  You  may,  if  neces- 
sary, explain  what  is  meant  by  free  porti^  agreeably 
to  the  signification  thereof  given  by  monsieur  de  Ver- 
gennes,  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  June  last.  The 
Americans  will  find,  above  all,  at  Dunkirk,  all  the 
facilities  they  can  desire  for  the  sale  of  their  leaf  tobac- 
co, their  rice,  their  timber,  and  other  merchandise,  as 
well  as  for  the  purchase  of  what  they  want;  such  as 
linens,  woollens,  brandy,  &c.  It  is  proposed  to  estab- 
lish stores  and  magazines  there,  which  shall  be  well 
supplied,  on  terms  very  advantageous  for  their  com- 
merce. I  have  given  orders  to  the  farmers  general  to 
treat  in  preference,  and  at  a  reasonable  price,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  tobaccoes  of  North  America.  And 
moreover,  the  United  States  will  be  as  much  favoured 
in  France  in  matters  of  commerce  as  any  other  nation. 
The  complaints  which  they  may  make  to  you,  or  which 
Mr.  Franklin  and  the  other  American  ministers,  which 
I  would  be  very  glad  to  see,  may  transmit  to  me  on 
their  behalf,  shall  be  examined  with  great  attention  ; 
and  government  will  not  suffer  them  to  experience  any 
kind  of  vexations.  Every  possible  precaution  will 
also  be  taken  to  prevent  the  sending  out  bad  merchaii* 
dise,  which,  if  it  has  hitherto  taken  place,  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  avarice  of  some  roerchaots  of  the  low- 
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tst  order.  1  am  going  immediately  to  examine  what 
relates  to  the  customs  and  duties  which  hurt  com- 
merce.  This  is  an  important  subject^  and  requires 
great  attention.  In  fine,  sir,  you  may  rely,  that  1  shall 
be  always  disposed,  as  well  as  monsieur  the  marshal 
de  Castries  and  monsieur  the  count  de  Vergennes,  to 
receive  and  listen  with  attention  to  the  demands  and 
further  representations  which  you  shall  think  proper 
to  make  in  favour  of  the  commerce  of  America. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

DE  CALONNE. 

P.  S.  The  ports  of  Bayonne  and  L'Orient  will  be 
made  similar  to  that  of  Dunkirk  with  regard  to  entire 
freedom. 

Mr.  tlie  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

MAY  5,  1784. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hardy,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Spaight, 

That  two  commissioners  be  appointed  for  negotiat- 
ing treaties  of  commerce,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay,  now  in  Europe,  to  be 
chosen  in  such  manner  that  the  commercial  interest 
of  the  different  parts  of  the  union  may  be  equally  at-, 
tended  to. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Ellery,  to  postpone  that  motion,  in  order  to  take 
into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
reduction  of  the  civil  list,  which  is  as  follows : 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr. 
Gerry,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  M^Henry,. 
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appointed  to  consider  what  reductions  may  be  mad* 
ID  the  civil  list,  have  agreed  to  the  following  reioltt^ 
tions  : 

That  the  following  oflSces  be  discontinued,  to  wit ; 
The  charge  des  affaires  al  the  court  of  Madrid,  whose 
salary  is  4444  dollars ;  agent  at  the  Hague,  930  dol- 
lars ;  second  under  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  700 
dollars  ;  the  secretary  of  the  war  office,  1000  dollars; 
commissary  of  prisoners,  1300  dollars;  agent  of  ma* 
rine,  1500  dollars ;  pay  master,  1000  dollars ;  the  assis- 
tant to  the   superintendent  of  finance,  1850  dollars; 
three  clerks  in  ihe  office  of  finance,  meaning  that  three 
shall  remain,  1500  dollars;  one  clerk  to  the  comptrol- 
ler, 500  dollars  ;  two  auditors,  2000  dollars  ;  one  chap- 
lain, 400  dollars ;  the  establishment  of  a  jail,  1 338y  dol- 
lars ;  door  keeper  to  Congress,  400  dollars : — Whereby 
an  annual  saving  will  accrue   to  the  United   Slates  of 
18,753^    dollars.     That  the   following  salaries  may 
be  reduced,  by  taking  from  the  allowances  heretofore 
established  the  following  sums.     The  superintendent 
of  finance,  2000  dollars ;  the  three  foreign  ministers 
each    mil  dollars,   3333^  dollars;  that,  instead  of 
the  annual  salary  heretofore  allowed  to  the  judges  of 
the  court  of  appeals,  they  be  allowed  on  every  special 
occasion  wherein  they  shSill  be  called  on,  the  sum  of 
fourteen  dollars  each  for  every  day  they  shall  sit  in 
court,  and  (be  same  for  every  day  necessarily  employ- 
ed in  travelling  to  pud  from  court. 

On  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  above 
mentioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Howell— 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster,  Ay.  >  / 

Mr.  Blanchard,        Ay.  I  ^^" 
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MastacbflsettSy 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticuti 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell,  ^ 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 

Ay. 
Ay. 


Ay. 


^^:i- 


.ti- 


No. 
Ay 


:| 


Divided* 


^y-?AY 

Ay.p^- 
No.) 


Mr.  Montgomery,   No.>  No. 
Mr.  Hand, 


Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


No.^ 


So  the  question  was  lost* 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Ellery,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^^  two  commis* 
•*  sioners,''  and  insert  "one  commissioner;'^  and  on 
the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Spaight — 
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New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Poster, 

Mr.  Blanchardi 


At. 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
CoDnecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvaoia, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

^rth  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifl9in, 

Mr.  Montgomery,   No.  ^  No# 

Mr.  Hand, 


Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr*  Beresford, 


^y;  I  Divided. 

Ay.  J 

No.) 

No.> 
No.) 


DlVIDBD. 


So  the  qaestioD  was  lost. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hardy — 
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New  Hampsbirey    Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blancbardi 


No. 

No. 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Coonecticat, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvaaia, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr«  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr«  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


;:}no.  . 

:;|np. 


No. 
No. 


No. 
No. 


No. 
No 


;|no. 


Ay.) 

»  Aj.5 


At. 


Ay.^ 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

Ay. 
Ay. 


Ay.) 


At. 


At. 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hardy,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Stone, 
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That  one  commissioner  be  appointed  in  addition  to 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay,  for  the  purpose 
of  negotiating  treaties  of  commerce. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Beatty,  to  postpone  that  motion  in  order  to  take 
up  the  foHowing : 

That  the  interests  of  the  United  States  do  not  re- 
•quire  that  more  than  three  ministers  plenipotentiary 
should  be  supported  in  Europe  to  negotiate  treaties  of 
^commerce. 

On  this  question  the  previous  question  was  moved 
hy  the  state  of  Virginia,  seconded  by  the  state  of  North 
Carolina; 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  (he  previous  ques- 
tion, the  yeas  and  nays  beingrequlred  [by]Mr.Beatty — 


}few  Hampehirt, 


Massachusetts, 


iRhode  Island, 


'Connecticut, 


New  York, 


Wcw  Jersey, 


Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Blanchard^ 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mt.  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr,  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick^ 


At. 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

^    *  >  DlVJDM). 


No. 
No 

No. 
No, 
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Pennsylvania, 

Maryland^ 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Ay.> 

Ay.S 


Ay.> 
Ay.  5 
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Mr.  Mifflin,  Ay 

Mr.  Montgomery,   Ay 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaigbt, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford,. 


47& 


Ar. 


Ar. 


At. 


Ar. 


Ij:?*- 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  i  and  the  mo^ 
tion  was  set  aside. 

On  the  question  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  the- 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Beatty— 


Mew  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster,. 

Mr.  Blan«hard,. 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  P)atrtridge,. 

Mr.  Ellery^ 
Mr.  Howell, 


No.) 
No.$ 


Ne^ 


Mr.  Sherman,.        No.  ?  ^^ . 
Mr.  Wadsworth,     No.i^"^^ 


Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 


nJ:|i>'"-»' 


^l"'^ 
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Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
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Mr.  Miffip,  Ay. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  Ay. 

Mr.  Hand,  Ay 


[Mtytf, 


Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Monroe, 


North  Carolina,      Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr,  Spaight, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


So  the  question  was  lost. 


i 


At. 


Ij:}*- 


Ay 

Ay 
Ay 


.SAY. 

No:}  i^'"""'*- 
:} 


No. 
Ay 


Divided. 


MAY  6,  1784. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williamson,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Howell, 

That  from  the  first  day  of  August  next,  the  salary  of 
a  minister  of  the  United  States  at  a  foreign  court  shall 
not  exceed- nine  thousand  dollars  per  annom. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Beatty,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Sherman,  to  strike  out  nine  thousand,  and  insert 
eight  thousand ; 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Beatty — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster,  Ay.  1  * 

Mr.  Blanchard,       Ay.J^^* 

Massachusetts,        Mr.  Gerry^  Ay.  1  ^ 

Mr.  Partridge,        Ay.J^^* 
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Rhode  Island, 

Mn  EHery, 

Ay.) 
Ay.  5 

Mr.  Howell, 

Connecticut^ 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Ay.) 
Ay.  5 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

New  York, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

Ay.) 
Ay.  5 

Mr.  Paine, 

New  Jersey, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Ay.: 

Ay.  J 

Mr.  Dick, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  MifiBin, 

Ay.) 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Ay.S 

Mr.  Hand, 

Ay.S 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Stone, 

No.) 
No.;; 

Mr.  Chase, 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

No.^ 

Mr.  Mercer, 

No.  1 

Mr.  Lee, 

No.  r 

Mr.  Monroe, 

No.j 

North  Carolina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

No.) 
No.  S 

Mr.  Spaight, 

South  Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

No.) 

Mr.  Beresford, 

No.;; 

4T7 


Ar. 
At. 
At. 
At. 

At. 

No. 

No. 

No. 
No. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Spaight — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 


'':Ur. 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 


Ay, 

Ay 

Ay 

Ay 
Ay. 


Ay.) 
•5 


At. 


^y-  i  At 
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Connecticut} 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

PennsylraDia, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
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Mr*  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadswortb, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


P^J^ 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 

Ay.? 
Ay.S 

Ay.) 
Ay.  5 

Ay.; 
Ay. 
Ay.  I 

No.) 
No.  5 


At. 


At. 


At. 


At. 


No. 


There  being  only  seren  states  in  the  affirmative, 
.  A  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Mercer,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Spaight — 

Is  the  proposition,  on  which  the  question  was  just 
taken  for  reducing  the  salaries  of  our  foreign  ministers 
from  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  eleven,  to  eight 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  each  minister,  a  pro- 
position which  requires  the  assent  of  nine  states  ? 

When  this  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Spaight,  the  determi- 
nation thereof  was  postponed  till  to-morrow  by  tho 
state  of  New  York. 
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MAY  7,  1784. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  question  which  wu 
yesterday  postponed  by  the  state  of  New  York — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchardy 

Massachusetts,        Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

New  York,  Mr.  De  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine, 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Pennsylvania,        Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Hand, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

North  Carolina,     Mr.  Spaight, 

South  Carolina,      Mr.  Beresford, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


t.\«- 


No. 
No. 


:| 


No. 


No.) 
Ay.  I 

S::1no. 


No.) 

,  N0.SN0. 

Ay.S 

:! 


DiVIDBD. 


No. 
No 


No. 


nJ:  f^*^''"*"- 

No.j 


Aj.  >-At.x 
No.  J^No.X 
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A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded 
by  Mr*  Williamson,  to  reconsider  the  resolution  passed 
yesterday  for  restricting  the  salary  of  a  foreign  minis- 
ter to  Ihe  sum  of  eight  thousand  dolUu^;  and  on  the 
question  to  reconsider  for  the  purpose  aboven^entioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blancbard, 


'^.\ 


At. 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 


Ay 

Ay.  5^^- 


No. 
No 


:\ 


ij:! 


No. 


At. 


S::|"«- 


Mr.  Montgomery,   Ay.> 
Mr.  Hand,  Ay.) 


Ay. 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 


Mr.  Williamson^ 

Mr.  Spaight,  Ay, 


Ay. 

Ay. 
Ay. 

^y-«AT. 


Ay.} 
•5 


Ar. 


South  Carolina, 
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Mr.  Beresford, 
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Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


Ar. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative*    . 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Williamson,  to  strike  out  the  word  **'  eight," 
and  insert  the  word  '^  nine;"  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re* 
quired  by  Mr.  Wadsworth — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 


Ay.) 


At. 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

VOL.  III. 


Ay 

:.iNo. 


No. 
No. 


t.\^- 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  De  Wilt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery,    Ay.  ^  At. 

Mr.  Hand, 


No.^ 
No.  5 

Ay. 


At. 


No. 


Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercerj 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 
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Ay. 
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North  Carolina,      Mr*  WiUiamsoii,      Ay*  7  a^ 
Mr.  Spaight,  Ay.S 

South  Carolioai      Mr.  Read,  Ay.>  ^^ 

Mr.  Beregford,         Ay.J^^* 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  atfirtnative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amend- 
ed, 

Resolred,  That  from  the  first  day  of  August  next, 
the  salary  of  a  minister  of  the  United  States  at  a 
foreign  court  shall  not  exQeed  nine  thousand  doHars 
per  annum. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Hardy,  That  Congress  proceed  in  the  order 
of  the  day  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Ellery,  to  postpone  that  business,  in  order  to  take 
up  the  following : 

That  from  the  first  day  of  August  next,  the  salary 
of  a  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  shall  not  exceed  three 
thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

And  on  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose 
abovementioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Howell— 

New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Foster,  No.  7  ^ 

Mr.  Blancbard,       No.S^^* 

Massachusetts,        Mr.  Gerry,  No. )  ^ 

Mr.  Partridge,         No.  \  ^^ 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Ellery,  Ay.  >  ^ 

Mr.  Howell,  Ay.  5^^* 


rm.) 
Cotinecticiit, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

PennsyWania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
Soath  Carolina, 
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Mr*  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadswortfa, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr*  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  MiflOiin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  BeretCord, 


No.) 

No.>No. 

No.S 


No. 
No, 


No. 


No. 
No, 


:l 


::?•"- 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Whereupon  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  ; 
and  being  this  day  informed,  by  a  letter  of  the  9th  of 
March  last,  from  doctor  Franklin,  that  Mr.  J.  Jay 
proposed  to  embark  for  America  in  the  month  of 
April,  and  this  information  corresponding  with  the 
intelligence  communicated  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Jay 
himself,  in  bis  letters  of  last  year,  Mr.  Jay  was  put  in 
nomination ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  John  Jay  was  elected  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs,  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr. 
Gerry. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  a  minister  plenipotentiary  be  ap« 
pointed,  in  addition  to  Mr«  John  Adams  and  Mr*  Ben** 
jamin  Franklin,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  treaties 
of  commerce. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election ;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Mr.  Thomas  Jefferson  was  elected,  haying  been 
previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Hardy. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
committied  their  report  on  sundry  letters  from  the  minis- 
ters of  the  United  States  in  Europe,  Congress  came  to 
the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas  instructions,  bearing  date  the  29th  day  of 
October,  1783,  were  sent  to  the  ministers  plenipoten* 
tiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  court  of 
Versailles  empowered  to  negotiate  a  peace,  or  to  any 
one  or  more  of  them,  for  concerting  drafts  or  proposi- 
tions for  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  com- 
mercial powers  of  Europe : 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  advantageous  to  these 
United  States  to  conclude  such  treaties  with  Russia, 
the  court  of  Vienna,  Prussia,  Denmark,  Saxony,  Ham- 
burg, Great  Britain,  Spain,  Portugal;  Genoa,  Tuscany, 
Rome,  Naples,  Venice,  Sardinia  and  the  Ottoman 
Porte. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  formation  of  these  treaties 
the  following  points  be  carefully  stipulated : 

1.  That  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to  carry  their 
own  produce,  manufactures  and  merchandise,  in  their 
own  bottoms  to  the  ports  of  the  other ;  and  *thence  to 
take  the  produce  and  merchandise  of  the  other,  paying, 
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in  both  cases,  such  duties  only  as  are  paid  by  the  most 
AiYOured  nation,  freely  where  it  is  freely  granted  to 
tuch  nation,  or  paying  the  compensation,  where  such 
nation  does  the  same* 

3.  That  with  the  nations  holding  territorial  posses- 
sions in  America,  a  direct  and  similar  intercourse  be 
admitted  between  the  United  States  and  such  posses- 
sions ;  or  if  this  cannot  be  obtained,  then  a  direct  and 
a  similar  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
certain  free  ports  within  such  possessions ;  that  if  this 
neither  can  be  obtained,  permission  be  stipulated  to 
bring  from  such  possessions,  in  their  own^bottoms,  the 
produce  and  merchandise  thereof  to  these  states  direct- 
ly ;  and  for  these  states  to  carry  in  their  own  bottoms 
their  produce  and  merchandise  to  such  possessions 
directly* 

3*  That  these  United  Slates  be  considered  in  all 
such  treaties,  and  in  every  case  arising  under  them,  as 
one  nation  upon  the  principles  of  the  federal  consti- 
tution* 

4.  That  it  be  proposed,  though  not  indispensably 
required,  that  if  war  should  hereafter  arise  between 
the  two  contracting  parties,  the  merchants  of  either 
country,  then  residing  in  the  other,  shall  be  allowed  to 
remain  nine  months  to  collect  their  debts  and  settle 
their  affairs,  and  may  depart  freely,  carrying  off*  alt 
their  effects  without  molestation  or  hindrance;  and 
all  fishermen,  all  cultivators  of  the  earth,  and  all 
artisans  or  manufacturers,  unarmed  and  inhabiting 
unfortified  towns,  villages  or  places,  who  labour  for 
the  common  subsistence  and  benefit  of  mankind,  and 
peaceably  following   their  respective  employments,. 
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shall  be  allowed  to  continue  the  seme^  and  sbaU  nel 
be  molested  by  the  armed  Ibrce  of  the  eiMm j,  io  wboae 
power,  hj  the  eyents  of  war,  they  may  happen  !•  &U  ; 
but  if  any  thing  is  necessary  to  be  taken  from  them  for 
the  use  of  such  armed  force,  the  saase  ahaU  be  paid  for 
at  a  reasonable  price;  and  all  merchaats  and  traders 
exchaogiog  the  products  of  different  places,  and  ther«*> 
by  rendering  the  necessaries,  conveniences  and  coa»- 
forts  of  human  life  more  easy  to  obtain  and  more  gene- 
ral, shall  be  allowed  to  pass  free  and  unmolested ;  and 
neither  of  the  contracting  powers  shall  grant  or  issue 
any  commission  to  any  private  armed  vessels  empow 
ering  them  to  take  or  desuoy  such  trading  ships,  or  in- 
terrupt such  commerce. 

5«  And  in  case  either  of  the  contracting  parties  shall 
hai^n  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  nation,  it 
be  further  agreed,  in  order  to  prevent  all  the  diScutties 
and  misunderstandings  that  usually  arise  respecting  the 
merchandise  heretofore  called  conHmband,  rach  as 
arms,  ammunition  and  military  stores  of  all  kinds,  tlmt 
no  such  articles  carrying  by  the  ships  or  subjects  of 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  shall  on 
any  account,  be  deemed  contraband,  soas  toinduee  con- 
fiscation and  a  loss  of  property  to  individuals.  Never- 
theless, it  shall  be  lawful  to  stop  such  ships,  and  detain 
them  for  such  length  of  time  as  the  captors  may  think 
necessary  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  or  daosage  that 
might  ensue  from  their  proceeding  on  their  voyage, 
paying,  however,  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the 
loss  such  arrest  shall  occasion  to  the  proprietors ;  and 
it  shall  further  be  allowed  to  use,  in  the  service  of  the 
captors,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  military  stores  so 
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dftttifwd,  paying  the  owners  the  fall  value  of  the  same 
to  be  ascertaioed  by  the  current  price  at  the  place  of  ' 
ha  deatioation.  But  if  the  other  contracting  party  wiH 
not  consent  to  discontinoe  the  confiscation  of  contra- 
band goods,  then  that  it  be  stipulated,  that  if  the  master 
of  the  vessel  stopped  will  deliver  out  the  goods  charg- 
ed to  be  contraband,  he  shall  be  admitted  to  do  it,  and 
the  vessel  shall  not  in  that  case  be  carried  into  any 
port,  but  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

6.  That  in  the  same  case,  where  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  shall  happen  to  be  engaged  in  war  with 
any  other  power,  all  goods  not  contraband  belonging 
to  the  subjects  of  that  other  power,  and  shipped  in  the 
bottoms  of  the  party  hereto,  who  is  not  engaged  in  the 
war,  shall  be  entirely  free.  And  that  to  ascertain  what 
ahall  coMtitote  (he  blockade  of  any  place  or  port,  it 
shall  be  understood  to  be  in  such  predicament,  when 
the  assailing  power  shall  have  taken  such  a  station  as 
to  expose  to  iraffiineot  danger  any  ship  or  ships  that 
would  attempt  to  sail  in  or  out  of  the  said  port ;  and 
that  no  vessel  of  the  party  who  is  not  engaged  in  the 
said  war  shall  be  stopped  without  a  material  and  well- 
grounded  cause;  and  in  such  cases  justice  shall  be 
done,  and  an  indemnification  given,  without  loss  of 
lime  to  the  persons  aggrieved  and  thus  stopped  without 
sufficient  cause. 

7.  That  no  rights  be  stipulated  for  aliens  to  hold 
real  property  within  these  states,  this  being  utterly  in- 
admissible by  their  several  laws  and  policy ;  but  where 
on  the  death  of  any  person  holding  real  estate  within 
the  territories  of  one  of  the  contracting  parlies,  such 
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real  estate  would  by  their  laws  descend  on  a  aviject 
or  citisen  of  the  other,  were  he  not  disqualified  by 
alienage,  there  he  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time 
to  dispose  of  the  same,  and  withdraw  the  proceeds 
without  molestation. 

8.  That  such  treaties  be  made  for  a  term  not  ex* 
ceeding  ten  years  for  [from]  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions. 

9.  That  these  instructions  be  considered  as  supple* 
mentary  to  those  of  October  39,  1788;  and  not  as 
revoking,  except  where  they  contradict  tbem.  That 
where,  in  treaty  with  a  particular  nation,  they  caa 
procure  particular  advantages,  to  the  specification  of 
which  we  have  been  unable,  to  descend,  our  object  in 
these  instructions  having,  been  to  form  outlines  only, 
and  general  principles  of  treaty  with  many  nations,  it 
is  our  expectation  they  will  procure  them,  though  not 
pointed  out  in  these  instructions ;  and  where  they  may 
be  able  to  form  treaties  on  principles  which  in  their 
judgment  will  be  more  beneficial  to  the  United  States 
than  those  herein  directed  to  be  made  their  basis,  they 
are  permitted  to  adopt  such  principles.  That  as  to 
the  duration  of  the  treaties,  though  we  have  proposed 
to  restrain  tbem  to  the  term  of  ten  years,  ^et  they  [are] 
at  liberty  to  extend  the  same  as  far  as  fifteen  years 
with  any  nation  which  may  pertinaciously  insist  there- 
on. And  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to  us  to  have  sup- 
plementary treaties  with  France,  the  United  Netlier- 
lands  and  Sweden,  which  may  bring  the  treaties  we 
have  entered  into  with  them  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the 
principles  of  those  now  directed ;  but  that  this  be  not 
pressed,  if  the  proposal  should  be  found  disagreeable. 
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.  Resolved,  That  treaties  eif  amity,  or  of  amity  and 
commerce,  be  entered  into  nviih  Bk^roceo,  and  the  re^ 
geocies  of  Algiers,  Tunis  aod  Tripoli,  to  contimie  for 
the  same  term  of  ten  years,  or  for  a  term  as  much  longer 
as  can  be  procured. 

That  our  ministers  to  be  commis^icined  for  treating 
with  foreign  nations  make-  known  to  the  emperor  of 
Morocco  the  great  satisfaction  which  Congress  feet 
from  the  amicable  disposition  he  has  «howii  towards 
these  states,  and  his  readiness  to  enter  into  alliance 
nith  them*  That  the  occupations  of  the  war  and  d&« 
tance  of  our  situation  have  prevented  our  meeting  his 
friendship  so  early  as. we  wished.  But  the  powers  are 
now  delegated  to  them  for  entering  into  treaty  with 
bim,  in  the  execution  of  which  they  are  ready  to  pro-^ 
ceed.  And  that  as  to  the  expenses  of  his  minister, 
they  do  therein  what  is  for  the  honour  and  interest  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  be  issued  to  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  B.  Franklin  and  Mr.  T.  Jefferson,  giving 
powers  to  them,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  to  make 
and  receive  propositions  for  such  treaties  of  amity  and 
commerce,  and  to  negotiate  and  sign  the  same,  trans- 
mitting them  to  Congress  for  their  final  ratification ; 
and  that  such  commission  be  in  force  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  two  years. 

MAY  11,  1784. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  William- 
son, 
Resolved,  That  a  secretary  to  the  commission  for 
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ntgotiaiiog  fHHwnerciftl  trtaties  be  tppainiedi  uidlbftt 
l^norrov  be  aattgaed  for  tlMt  purf nwe. 

A  aiotion  wa9  Iben  mede  by  Mh  Sbermaoi  second- 
ed by  Mr«  Howell, 

That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Aogyet  next, 
the  salary  of  a  secteUry  to  a  coonmssiony  or  embassy 
to  a  foreign  court,  or  for  negotiattng  treaties  with 
foreign  powers,  shall  not  exceed  three  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annoou 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Speight,  seconded  by 
Bfr*  Read)  to  amend  by  insertbg  '^  five  hundred''  after 
<*  three  thousand;"  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to 
this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  reqvired  by 
^.  Dowell— 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 


No. 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr«  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 


NoiNo. 


No. 
No, 

No. 


:| 


No. 


Mr.  Wadsworth,     No.*  {  ^®' 


Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  B^attj, 
Mr.  Dick, 


g::l«- 


No. 
No, 


:i 


No. 


Mr.  Mifflin^  Ay. ) 

Mr.  Montgomery,    Ay.  >  At. 
Mr.  Hand,  Ay.  j 


iTtej 
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m% 


Blarjiandy 
VfrgiDia, 

North  CaroUna, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr«  Stont, 
Mr.  Chaae, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr*  Mercer, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaigbt, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Bereaford, 


Af.-f 
Ay.>  Ar. 
Ay.S 


No,) 


DlVtDISt 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  molibn,  th^  yeas^ 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell— 

Resolved  in  tb^  affirmative^'-every  merob^  answer^ 
log  Ay. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  ot  the  rtporl 
of  the  comnrittee  on  the  lettera  from  the  ministers  of 
the  United  States  in  Europe  ;  an(]  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  following  paragraph ; 

^^  That  the  said  ministers  be  instructed  to  notify  to 
"  the  po<wers  with  whom  they  may  negotiate,  the  great 
(<  value  at  which  these  United  Slates  will  esteem  their 
*<  friendship  and  connexion,  and  that  it  will  be  ihtH 
*^  constant  endeavour  to  promote  a  good  understand- 
*^  ing  and  h^rmdny  with  theoi,  Md  to  prevent  M^eff 
**  thing  which  Might  interrtipt  it  by  every  means  in 
*^  their  poWefe* ;  but  that  the  heavy  debt  which  they 
<*  have  contracted  during  the  late  war  has  rendered  it^ 
^  inconvenient  at  present  for  tbent  to  keep  ministers 
**  resident  at  the  courts  of  Europe,  and  they  hope  that 
*<  this  deviation  from  the  jpractke  ^f  friendly  natfohB 
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<<  may  be  ascribed  to  its  true  cause,  and  not  to  any 
^*  want  of  respect  to  their  friends,  or  of  attacbment  to 
<<  treaties,  to  the  faithful  observance  of  which  they 
^*  shall  at  all  times  pay  the  most  earnest  attention'' — 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  William- 
son— 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

i 

Maryland, 
Virginia) 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Hpweil, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mif&in, 


Ay. 

Ay. 

Ay.> 

Ay.$ 

Ay.) 
Ay.  J 

No. 


Ar. 


At. 


Ar. 


At. 


Mr.  MoDtgomery,  No. 

No. 


N-|Na. 


Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr*  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mn  Bereaford, 


Noi^^- 


No.: 

No.  5^  No. 
No 


S;::l«»- 
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'  So  the  question  was  lost. 

*  Resolved,  That  the  paragraph  "  That  consuls  ap-' 
'^  pointed  at  the  ports  of  and  consuls  general 

**  be  established  at  ''  be  postponed  till  Satur- 

day next. 

^  The  rest  of  the  report  being  amended,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  our  said  ministers  to  be  commission- 
ed for  treating  with  foreign  nations,  be  referred  to  the 
instructions  of  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  1783,  relative 
to  British  debts,  the  objects  of  which  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  urge  with  perseverance. 

That  they  require  with  firmness  and  decision,  full 
satisfaction  for  all  slaves  and  other  property  belonging 
to  citizens  of  these  states  taken  and  carried  away  in 
violation  of  the  preliminary  and  definitive  articles  of 
peace  ;  and  to  enable  them  to  do  this  on  precise 
grounds,  Congress  will  furnish  then)  with  necessary 
facts  and  documents. 

Resolved,  That  doctor  Franklin  be  desired  to  notify 
to  the  apostolical  nuncio  at  Versailles,  that  Congress 
will  always  be  pleased  to  testify  their  respect  to  his 
sovereign  and  state  ;  but  that  the  subject  of  his  appli- 
cation to  doctor  Franklin,  being  purely  spiritual,  it  is 
without  the  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  Congress,  who 
have  no  authority  to  permit  or  refuse  it,  these  powers 
being  reserved  to  the  several  states  individually. 

That  doctor  Franklin  be  instructed  to  express  to  the 
court  of  France  the  constant  desire  of  Congress  to  meet' 
their  wishes;  that  these  states  are  about   to  form  a 
general  system  of  commerce  by  treaties  with  other  na- 
tions ;  that  at  this  time  we  cannot  foresee  what  claims 
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might  be  given  to  those  nations  by  the  expt»iiatory 
propositions  from  the  count  de  Vergenoes  on  the  3d 
and  dfl  articles  of  our  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  his  most  christian  majesty;  but  that  he  may  be 
assured  it  will  be  our  constant  care  to  place  no  peo* 
pie  on  more  advantageous  ground  than  the  subjects  of 
his  majesty. 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  containing  the  claim  of 
the  five  Fosters,  brothers,  for  the  prize  of  their  vessel, 
the  Three  Friends,  made  by  captain  Landais,  of  the  Al- 
liance frigate,  which  papers  were  communicated  by 
the  count  de  Vergennes  to  doctor  Franklin,  to  die  end 
that  he  might  apply  to  Congress  for  an  indemntfica* 
tion  of  the  said  Fosters,  be  remitted  to  the  said  minb* 
ters  with  a  copy  of  the  fourth  clause  of  the  inetruc* 
tions  to  them,  of  October  ^9th,  1783,  and  thefoHowisg 
extract  from  doctor  Franklin's  letter  of  July  %^y  1785, 
to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  viz.  ^'  Mr.  Barclay 
*'  has  in  his  hands  the  affair  of  the  Alliance  and  Bonne 
*^  Homme  Richard.  I  will  afford  him  alt  the  assistance 
^^  in  my  power;  but  it  is  a  very  perplexed  business* 
*^  That  expedition,  though  for  particular  reasons  under 
*^  American  commissions  and  coburs,  was  carried  on 
<<  at  the  king's  expense,  and  under  bis  orders.  Mr*  de 
<«  Chaumont  was  the  agent  appointed  by  the  minister  of 
<*  marine  to  make  the  outfit.  He  was  also  cbpden  by  all 
^^  the  captains  of  the  squadron,  as  appears  by  an  instriH 
^*  ment  under  their  hands,  to  t>e  their  iigent,  receive, 
*«  sell  and  divide  prizes,  &C.  The  crown.bpfg^t  tw^. 
<<  of  them  at  publtck  sale  ;  and  the  m^nty  I  undeisMind 
«^  is  lodged  io  the  hands  of  a  respotaible  person  sA. 
«^  L'OfienU    Mr.  de  CfaftOfiKMit  as^s  be  bea,  gpirea  iq 
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^  bis  Ikccoantfi  to  the  marine,  and  that  he  has  no  more 
^  to  do  with  the  afiair,  except  to  receive  a  balance  due 
^^  to  him.  That  account,  however,  is  I  believe  unset- 
^  tied ;  and  the  absence  of  some  of  the  captains^  is  said 
^*  to*  make  another  difficulty,  which  retards  the  comple- 
**  lion  of  the  business*  I  never  paid  nor  received  anjr 
^'  thing  relating  to  that  expedition,  nor  had  any  other 
^*  concern  in  it  than  barely  ordering  the  Alliance  to 
*^  joio  the  squadron  at  Mr.  de  Sartine^s  request.'^— 
From  which  extract  there  is  reason  to  believe,  the  Unit* 
ed  States  of  America  had  no  concern  in  the  expedition ; 
but  thai  it  was  carried  on  wholly  under  the  authority 
and  for  the  advantage  of  his  most  christian  majesty. 
That  if  this  fact  should  not  be  so  apparent  as  to  give 
All!  satisfaction  to  his  majesty's  ministers,  they  then 
take  such  measures  as  in  their  discretion  shall  be 
thought  most  conducive  to  an  amicable  and  equitable 
adjostment  thereof,  on  the  best  evidence  they  shall  be 
able  to  procure. 

Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  tbe  sieur  Bayard 
against' these  United  States,  for  the  sum  of  two  hun* 
dredand  fifty-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-six 
ddlars,  conttoental  money,  is  not  founded  in  justice, 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  stated  by  him« 
self,  which  are,  that  a  vessel  and  cargo  in  which  he 
was  interested,  sailing  in  May,  1779,  from  Charles- 
town  for  France,  was  taken  by  an  English  armed  ves* 
sel,  and  retaken  by  an  American  frigate  called  the  Bos- 
ton ;  that  she  was  carried  to  Boston,  and  there  sold  as 
French  property  by  Mr.  de  Valnais,  consul  for  France 
at  that  port  i  that  he  unfaithfully  and  irregularly,  as  is 
•oggestedi  endeavoured  to  have  the  whole  adjudged  to 
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the,  recaptors,  but  that  the  sentence  wasi  that  tliey 
were  only  entitled  to  one  eighth,  and  the  sieiir  Bay 
ard's  correspondents  obliged  Mr*  de  Valnais  to  depo* 
sit  with  the  consul  of  France  in  Phiiadeiphia, .  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  thtr- 
ty-six  dollars,  continental  money,  in  part  of  the  pro^ 
ceeds,  with  a  reserve  to  the  sieur  Bayard,  against  mon- 
sieur de  Valnais,  of  every  right  of  redress  for  his  irre* 
golar  conduct ;  that  no  injurious  intermeddling  by  the 
United  States  or  any  of  them,  or  by  any  of  their  citi- 
zens, is  here  complained  of;  that  the  money  was  con- 
stantly in  the  hands  of  the  sieur  Bayard's  correspon* 
dents,  or  of  the  consul  of  his  nation ;  that  he  may 
indeed  have  suflered  by  its  depreciation,  as  many 
others  have  suffered,  both  foreigners  and  citizens,  but 
the  latter  in  a  much  higher  degree  than  the  former ; 
that  this  depreciation  was  not  effected  by  any  arfakrary 
change  by  Congress  in  the  value  or  denomination  of 
the  money  (which  yet  h^s  been  frequently  practised  by 
European  states,  who  never  have  thought  themselves 
bound  to  make  good  the  losses  thereby  incurred  either 
by  their  own  citizens,  or  by  foreigners)  bat  ensued 
against  the  will  and  the  unremitting  endeavours  of 
Congress ;  that  in  this  case  too  it  might  have  htea. 
lessened,  if  not  prevented,  by  investing  the  money  ioh 
mediately  in  gold  and  silver,  or  in  other  commodities  : 
Congress  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  these  states  are 
not  bound  to  make  good  the  loss  by  depreciation* 

That  as  to  the  residue  of  the  claims  of  the  sieur 
Bayard,  if  founded  in  truth  and  right,  they  lie  only 
against  the  state  of  Georgia,  to  the  governour  of  which 
Congress  will  transmit  coj)ies  of  the  papers,  express- 
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log  at  ibe  same  time  our  confidence  that  that  state  will 
cause  to  be  done  in  it  what  justice  and  the  respect  doe 
between  friendly  nations  require,  and  that  the  sieur 
Bayard  be  referred  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  friendly  services  rendered  by  the 
sieur  John  Baptist  Pequet,  agent  for  the  French  nation 
at  Lisbon,  to  great  numbers  of  American  sailors  car- 
ried prisoners  into  that  port  during  the  late  war,  and 
his  siifierings  on  that  account,  merit  the  sincere  ac- 
knowledgments of  Congress  ;  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  said  ministers  to  deliver  him  these  in  honoura- 
ble terms,  and  to  make  him  such  gratification  as  may^ 
indemnify  his  losses  and  properly  reward  his  zeal. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
a  motion  of  the  delegates  of  North  Qsirolina  relative  to 
the  schooner  Nancy,  captain  Gladden,  of  the  said  state,. 

Resolved,  That  Ibe  papers  relating  to*  the  detention 
of  the  schooner  Nancy,  captain  GJaddeUy  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  North  Capoli- 
na^  be  iransmitted  to  our  ministers  for  negotiating  trea- 
ties with  foreign  powers;  and  that  ihey  be  instructed 
to  make  inquiry  into  the  cauee  of  the  seizure  and  de- 
tention of  the  said  schooner  and  her  cargo ;  and  if  it 
shall  appear  that  she  has  been  unjustly  detained,  to^ 
demand  the  release  of  the  vessel  and  the  restoration 
of  her  cargo,,  with  adequate  damages  for  her  detention.. 

Resolved,  That  the  form  of  the  commission  to  the 
ministers  for  negotiating  treaties  of  amity  and  coov* 
merce,  or  of  amity,  be  as  follows  : 
VOL*  III,  63 
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The  l)nited  Stales  in  Congress  assembled — To  all 
to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  or  be  made 
known,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  an  intercoui-se  between 
and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
founded  on  the  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 
friendship,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  both  na- 
tions:— Now  THBaEFORE  KNOW  YE,  that  wc,  rcposing 
special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity,  prudence 
and  ability  of  our  trusty  and  beloved,  the  honourable 
John  Adams,  late  one  of  our  ministers  plenipotentiary 
for  n^otiating  a  peace,  and  heretofore  a  delegate  in 
Congress  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  chief 
justice  of  the  said  state,  the  honourable  doctor  Benja- 
min Franklin,  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court 
of  Versailles,  and  late  another  of  our  ministers  pleni-  ^ 
potentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace,  and  the  honourable 
Thomas  Jefferson,  a  delegate  in  Congress  fro^  the 
state  of  Virginia,  and  late  governour  of  the  said  state, 
have  nominated,  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint 
them,  the  said  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
Thomas  Jeflbrson,  our  ministers  plenipotentiary,  giv- 
ing to  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  full  power  and  au- ' 
ihority  for  us,  and  in  our  name,  to  confer,  treat  and 
negotiate  with  the  ambassador,  minister  or  commis- 
sioner of  vested  with  full  and  sufficient^ 
powers  of  and  concerning  (a  treaty  of  amity,  or  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  as  the  case  may  be)  to 
make  and  receive  propositions  for  such  treaty,  and  to 
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conclude  and  sign  the  same,  transmitttng  it  to  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  for  their  final 
ratification.  This  commission  to  continue  in  force  for 
a  term  not  exceeding  two  years  from  the  date  hereof. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Wit- 
ness his  excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  President, 
this  twelfth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- four,  and 
of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America,  the  eighth. 

MAY  12,  1784. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary 
to  the  commission  for  negotiating  treaties  of  commerce 
with  foreign  powers  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  David  Humphreys  was  elected. 

On  the  report  of  a  committeey  consisting  of  Mr. 
Mercer,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr. 
Paine,  appointed  to  consider  of  the  measures  proper 
to  be  adopted  in  order  to  take  possession  of  the  fron- 
tier posts. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates  be  and 
he  is  hereby  directed,  to  open  a  correspondence  with 
the  commander  in  chief  of  his  Britannick  majesty ^s 
forces  in  Canada,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  precise 
time  when  each  of  the  posts  within  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  now  occupied  by  British  troops, 
shall  be  delivered  up. 
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That  he  tnde&vour  to  efiect  an  ex<iianige  wkb  Um 
British  comiutadtog  officer  in  Canada,  of  the  cannon 
and  stores  at  the  posts  to  be  evacuated,  for  cannon 
and  stores  to  be  delivered  at  West  Point,  New  York, 
or  some  other  convenient  place  ;  and  if  this  cannot  be 
accomplished,  that  then  he  cause  the  complement  of 
cannon  and  stores  requisite  for  those  posts  to  be  in 
readiness  to  be  transported  thither  in  the  ooost  conve* 
ntent  and  expeditious  manner  possible. 

MAY  17,  1784. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Gerry,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Williamson,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  letter  of  21st  of  April,  from  the  ho- 
nourable the  minister  of  France,  informing,  that  in  the 
course  of  last  summer  he  had  requested  his  majesty's 
leave  to  return  to  France,  and  had  reason  to  believe  it 
was  granted,  though  he  had  not  received  official  infor- 
mation ;  and  that  his  majesty  bad  fixed  upon  Mr.  de  Mar- 
bois  to  be  his  charge  des  affaires  with  the  United  States, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  answer  be  returned  : 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  are  in- 
formed by  the  letter*  which  you    were    pleased   to 

*  TRANSLATION. 

ADiiq>olis,  2l8t  A|>ril,  1784. 

lo  the  cotine  of  last  rammer  I  reqaested  leave  of  his  majesfj  to 
tetum  to  France.     Byletten  £romny  friendfl  I  am  ioformed  that  itn 


•dcirets  t«  iheniy  the  81  tt  of  April,  that  batidg  the  last 
year  reqaeated  of  his  majesty  leave  to  return  to  Francei 
you  learn  it  has  been  granted,  but  that  the  official  let^ 
ler  of  the  minister  being  lost,  yoo  expect  a  dtq>licate 
which  will  probably  arrive  in  the  recess  of  Congress* 

fniitod«  But  the  toss  of  the  packet  which  cooTejed  tbe  mmister^t 
letter  lays  ne  voder  tiie  Hecefiitf  U  wntiDi^  a|^  oo  tfatt  subject  I 
should  have  waited  his  answer  before  I  took  leave  of  Congress,  had  I 
Bot  reason  to  befieve  that  it  will  not  reach  me  till  their  recess.  I  camioti 
however,  depart  without  entreating  jour  excellency  to  communicate  to 
them  my  warm  acknowledgments  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
treated  with  me  during  my  mission,  which  has  lasted  near  five  yesn* 
I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  agreeing  with  Coogress  on  all  the  sub- 
jects which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  negotiating  with  them ;  and  I 
owe  my  success  to  the  good  fortune  I  h^  of  being  the  representative 
of  a  just  and  generous  monarch  to  a  wise  and  virtuous  republick.  I 
shall  ever  retain  a  grateftil  remembrance  of  this ;  and  shall  always 
consider  the  time  I  have  spent  on  this  contineot  as  the  most  honourable 
period  of  my  life.  My  satisfaction  would  be  complete,  were  it  not  ac- 
companied with  regret  at  parting  from  a  senate  composed  of  members 
on  whose  friendship  I  flatter  myself  I  have  a  just  claim  by  an  intimate 
acquaintance  of  several  years.  Tour  excellency  permits  me  to  rank 
you  aaoong  those  who  honour  me  with  their  friendship ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  expression  of  my  attachment  and  respect  for  CongreM 
will  lose  nothing  of  its  force  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  convey  it. 

The  letters  by  which  I  have  received  advice  of  my  having  obtained 
leave  to  return  inform  me  also,  tliat  Mr.  de  Marbois  will  be  his  majes- 
ty's charge  des  affaires  vrith  the  United  States.  His  zeal  and  his  at- 
tachment for  the  cause  which  unites  France  and  America  are  well 
known  to  Congress ;  and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  his  majesty's 
choice  win  be  agreeable  to  that  assembly. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and 
Boost  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  LE  CHE.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 
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It  is  with  great  concero,  sir,  that  Congress  receive 
this  information,  as  it  respects  a  minister  for  whom 
they  entertain  the  most  perfect  esteem. 

From  the  time  of  your  arrival  in  America,  to  the 
signing  of  the  provisional  treaty,  the  conduct  of  the 
war  has  been  attended  with  numerous  difficulties  and 
perils,  to  surmount  which  the  joint  efforts  of  the  United 
States  and  of  their  great  and  good  ally  have  been  ne- 
cessary. 

Congress  consider  it  as  a  fortunate  circumstance, 
that  during  that  period  the  affairs  of  his  most  christian 
majesty  in  this  quarter  have  been  under  the  direction 
of  an  able  and  faithful  minister,  whose  aniiety  to  pro- 
mote the  views  and  essential  interests  of  his  sovereign 
has  been  ever  attended  with  a  laudable  endeavour  to 
reconcile  them  to  those  of  his  allies.  Without  such  a 
disposition  it  is  evident  there  could  not  have  existed  a 
concert  of  those  measures,  which,  by  the  smiles  of 
Providence,  have  hastened  the  conclusion  of  the  late 
distressing  war. 

The  abilities  of  the  gentleman,  who,  as  you  are  in- 
formed, is  to  be  charged  with  the  affairs  of  your  de- 
partment, and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  alliance  was  founded,  will,  we 
doubt  not,  conspire  to  produce  on  his  part  such  mea- 
sures as  will  best  promote  the  mutual  interest  of  the 
two  nations. 

We  now,  sir,  bid  you  an  affectionate  adieu>  with 
the  fullest  assurance  that  you  will  be  happy  in  the 
smiles  and  approbation  of  your  royal  sovereign  ;  and 
we  sincerely  wish  that  you  may  be  equally  so  in  an 
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interrkw  with  your  friends,  and  in  your  future  engage- 
ments. 


MAY  29,  1784. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ger- 
ry, Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  How.ell,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  note  from  the  honourable  the  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  his  most  christian  majesty^  Congress  came  to 
the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  Congress  have  been  informed  by  a  note* 
addressed  to  them  by  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  majesty, 
of  the  20th  instant,  and  the  papers  accompanying  the 
same,  that  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  hath  been 

*  TRANSLATION. 

The  imderwritten  mkuafer  has  the  honour  to  trantmit  to  CoDf^ra 
suDdry  papers  relatiTe  to  a  violatioa  of  the  law  of  natioDs  in  the  perM>D 
of  the  consul  general  and  secretary  to  his  majesty's  legation  to  the 
United  States.  The  underwritten  immediately  applied  to  the  president 
of  ftud '  state  of  Pennsyhranta  to  have  the  culprit  seized ;  and  received 
the  answer  hevewith  eoclofled.  As  mintsters,  and  persons  attached  to 
embassies  and  consulates,  have  an  iamiediate  right  to  the  support  of 
Congress,  the  underwritten  applies  to  this  assembly  for  their  recom- 
mendation as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  government  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
take  effectual  measures,  conformable  to  the  laws  of  nations,  for  the 
wlama  reparation  of  the  offiance  committed  on  the  person  of  the  consul 
getteral,  and  the  violation  of  the  privileges  of  the  house  of  the  under- 
written. The  ofiender  is  not  yet  apprehended ;  and  it  is  possible  he 
has  fled  into  some  other  state  in  the  confederacy :  the  underwritten 
minister,  therefore,  entreats  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  issue  a 
like  recommendation  to  all  the  other  states  in  Uie  union. 

(Signed)  LE  CHEVR.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Philadelphia,  May  20,  1784. 
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committed  by  one  Longcbanips,  who  caUs  bimaelf 
cbevalier  de  Loogcbamps,  a  subject  of  bis  most  cbris- 
tian  majesty,  by  a  violent  assaolt  and  battery  by  him 
lately  made  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  upon  the  per- 
son of  Mr.  Marbois,  consul  general  and  secretary  to 
the  above  legation  :  and  that  although  a  warrant  for 
apprehending  the  offender  has  been  duly  issued,  in 
consequence  of  directions  given  by  the  president  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  upon  application  to  him 
made  for  that  purpose  by  the  said  minister,  he  has  not 
yet  been  apprehended,  but  absconds ;  and  is  supposed 
to  have  fled  from  justice  into  some  other  of  the  United 
States :  Wherefore,  to  the  end  the  said  Longchamps 
may  be  brought  to  condign  punishment  for  his  said 
offence,  and  that  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
foreign  ministers  and  of  their  families  and  houses  be 
preser%'ed  inviolate. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommend- 
ed to  the  supreme  executive  authority  of  each  of  these 
United  States,  forthwith  to  issue  their  proclamations, 
offering  a  reward  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  reim- 
bursed by  the  United  States  to  the  state  pajriog  the 
same,  for  discovering  the  said  Longchamps,  so  that  he 
may  be  arrested  ;  and  requiring  their  proper  civil  offi- 
cers to  arrest  him,  and  their  citizens  in  general  to  be 
aiding  and  assisting  therein,  that  he  may  be  brought  to 
justice  for  his  said  violation  of  tlie  laws  of  nations 
and  of  the  land,  and  all  others  may  be  deterred  from 
the  commission  of  such  offences. 
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JUNE  1,  1784. 

A  letter  from  the  supreme  executive  councilor  Penn- 
sylvania was  read  in  the  words  following: 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  May  38,  1784. 

SIR, 

Some  days  ago  an  insult  was  offered  by  a  Frenchmaa 
toMr.de  Marbots,in  the  hotel  of  the  minister  of  France; 
a&d  ^i^wards  an  assault  was  made  upon  him  by  the 
same  person  in  a  street  of  this  city.  The  offender  has 
been  arrested; by  our  direction,  under  the  warrant  of  a 
judge  of  the  supreme  court,  and  is  now  confined  in  the 
common  prison,  where  we  have  ordered  him  to  be  de- 
tained* Our  respect  for  Congress  induces  us  to  inform 
them  of  this  affair;  and  we  should  have  done  ourselves 
the  honour  of  making  the  cottimunication  sooner,  but 
that  the  criminal  was  not  in  confinement  till  yesterday* 
We  should  be  much  pleased  to  be  favoured  with  the 
sentiments  of  Congress  upon  this  business,  being  ex- 
tremely dc^sirous  that  our  proceedings  may  correspond 
with  their  judgment,  and  to  testify  our  determined  re- 
8oIuti6n  with  all  our  powers  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
the  United  States,  to  preserve  the  publick  repose,  to 
assert  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  manifest  our  entire 
regard  for  the  representatives  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
union. 

With  the  most  perfect  esteem,  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  sir,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

His  Excellency  the  Pre- ) 
sident  of  Congress.      ) 
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Whereupon,  the  following  was  moted  by  Mr.  Hahd, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Montgomerj  : 

That  Congress  highly  approve  the  determined  reso- 
lution of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  United 
States,  to  preserve  the  publick  repose,  to  assert  the  law 
of  nations,  and  to  manifest  their  entire  regard  for  the 
representatives  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  anion,  ex- 
pressed by  their  letter  of  the  S8th  instant. 

A  tiaotion  was  made  hj  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr. 
'Williamson,  That  the  letter,  with  the  motion,  be  com* 
initted  $  and  on  the  question  to  commit,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hand-— 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts^ 

Rhode  Island^. 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 


At. 


At. 


Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Blanchard, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  De  WiU, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 


Mr.  Montgomery,  No.),^ 
Mr.  Hand,  No.  5 


Ay.) 
Ay,  I 

Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay. 

Ay.  5  AT. 


Mr.  M'Hcnry, 
Mr.  Stone, 


Ay.? 
Ay.  5 


At. 
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V;irgioia,  Mr.  Hardy,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Monroe,  Ay.  5  ^^' 

North  Carolina,      Mr.  Williamson,  Ay.  1  . 

Mr.  Spaight,  Ay.  J  ^^' 

South  Carolina,      Mr.  Read,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Bcresford,  Ay.  5  *^^* 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


JUNE  2,  1784. 


The  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Spaight,  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  M^Henry,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred  a  letter  of  the  33d  November,  from  the  honoura- 
ble the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, together  with  his  note  respecting  the  capture  and 
condemnation  of  the  sloop  Chester,  being  under  con- 
sideration, and  which  is  in  the  words  following : 

^^  That  they  have  duly  considered  the  matters  to  (hem 
<^  referred  ;  and  are  of  opinion,  that  as  there  was  no 
^  appeal  from  the  decree  of  the  court  of  admiralty  of 
^^  the  state  of  South  Carolina  to  Congress,  which  ought 
**  to  have  been  made  and  lodged  with  the  secretary  of 
'^  Congress  within  forty  days,  had  there  been  any  in- 
"  tention  of  questioning  Jhe  regularity  or  legality  of  the 
^  condemnation  of  the  said  sloop  Chester,  at  the  time 
'^  of  condemnation,  or  the  court  of  appeals  appointed 
**  by  Congress,  the  regular  and  usual  manner  of  bring- 
'^  ing  maritime  causes  before  them,  Congress  cannot  at 
**  this  day  take  up  the  cause.  Your  committee  there- 
«<  fore  recommend,  that  the  minister  of  the  United 
'^  Netherlands  be  informed  of  the  above,  and  advised 
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*^  to  apply  to  the  registry  of  the  court  of  admirthy  of 
'^  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  from  which  it  will  appear 
^^  whether  any  and  what  illegal  proceedings  were  made 
<<  use  of  to  procure  the  condemnation  of  the  sloop  Ches- 
'^  ter  and  her  cargo  :  and  that  if  there  has  been  any 
^'  breach  of  the  laws  of  nations,  or  of  the  instructions 
^^  issued  by  Congress  Co  the  captains  of  private  ships 
*^  of  war  with  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  that  the 
*^  bonds  given  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  state 
*'  of  South  Carolina,  by  the  parties  receiving  such  com- 
*^  mis&ions,  are  liable  to  be  put  in  suit  for  the  benefit 
'^and  indemnification  of  the  parly  injured^'— 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Dana,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
Ironed  ;  and  on  the  question  for  postponing,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Glanchard, 

Massachusetts,       Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Ellery,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Howell,  Ay.  5  '^^• 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman.         Ay. )  a 

Mr.  Wadsworthj     Ay.  5  ^^' 

New  York,  Mr.  De  Witt, 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 
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dee 


PennsyLvania^ 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Mongomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  M*Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 


fch 


IVIDED. 


Ay. 


AyJ 


No.>Kr 


Soatb  Carolina, 


No. 
No, 


:\ 


No. 


Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  R<ead, 
Mr.  Bcresford, 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr«  Dana,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Howell, 

That  the  said  report  be  referred  to  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress  :  and  that  A  Qopy  of  the  note  of  the  minis- 
ter of  the  United  Netherlands  be  transmitted  to  the  su- 
preme executive  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina  ;  and 
that  they  be  requested  to  make  inquiry  into  the  truth 
of  the  facts  stated  therein ;  and  to  transmit  the  result 
thereof  to  the  Congress  at  their  next  meeting. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Dana — 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 


Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Blanchard, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 


i!;!'.- 


i 


Ay. 


Ay 
Ay 


^J:|- 
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CoDoecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Ay.S^^- 
No.  >x 
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Mr*  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadswortb, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 


Mr.  Montgomery,    No.  )  jj 
No.  ) 


Vmm% 


Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  M' Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Monroe, 


Ay 
Ay 

Ay 


i 


Ay. 


Ay.j 


North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


No. 
No 


JUNE  3,  1784. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Hand,  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Monroe,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  motion  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  for  negotiating  commercial  treaties  with 
foreign  powers  be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  in 
any  negotiations  they  may  enter  upon  with  the  court 
«f  Spain,  not  to  relinquish  or  cede,  in  any  event  what- 
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soever,  tbe  right  of  the  citizens  of  these  United  States 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  from  its 
source  to  the  ocean. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  prepare  a  commissioii 
or  commissions  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Franklin  and  Jef* 
ferson,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  mafce  supplementary 
treaties  of  commerce  with  France,  the  United  Nether- 
lands,  and  Sweden. 

DECEMBER  3,  1784. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  MoXt^ 
roe,  Mr.  Houstoun  and  Mr.  Howell,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  commission  of  consul  from  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Sweden  to  Charles  Hellstedt,  dated  the  33d 
of  September,  1783,  with  an  appointment  to  reside  at 
Philadelphia, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commission  be  registered  in 
the  secretary's  office ;  and  that  thereupon  acts  of  re« 
cognition  in  due  form  be  immediately  issued  to  the  se- 
veral states,  in  order  that  they  may  respectively  fur- 
nish him  with  an  exequatur  or  notification  of  his  quali- 
ty, that  the  same  may  be  made  known  and  published. 

DECEMBER  9,  1784. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  William- 
son and  Mr.  Hardy,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of 
the  6tb  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  reported. 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  merit  and 
services  of  the  marquis  render  it  proper  that  such  an 
opportunity  of  taking  leave  of  Congress  be  afforded 


m  SECRET  JOURNAL.  '     [Dec*  11^ 

him  as  may  gtroogly  manifest  their  esteem  afid  regard 
for  him :  Whereupon) 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  one  mem- 
ber A'om  each  state,  be  appointed  to  receive  the  mar- 
quis, and  in  the  name  of  Congress  to  take  leave  of  him. 
That  they  be  instructed  to  assure  him,  that  Congress 
continue  to  entertain  the  same  high  sense  of  his  abil^ 
ties  and  zeal  to  promote  the  welfare  of  Amerka,  both 
here  and  in  Europe,  which  they  have  frequently  ex- 
pressed and  manifested  on  former  occasions,  and  which 
the  recent  marks  of  his  attention  to  their  commercial 
and  other  interests  have  perfectly  confirmed*  That  as 
bis  uniform  and  unceasing  attachment  to  this  country 
has  resembled  that  of  a  patriotick  citizen,  the  United 
States  regard  him  with  particular  affection,  and  wifl 
not  cease  to  feel  an  interest  in  whatever  may  concern 
his  honour  and  prosperity;  and  that  their  best  and 
kindest  wishes  will  always  attend  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  seconded  by  Mr.  Read, 
Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  his  most  cbris*- 
tian  majesty,  to  be  signed  by  his  excellency  the  Pre» 
sident  of  Congress,  expressive  of  the  high  sense  which 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  entertain  of 
the  zeal,  talents  and  meritorious  services  of  the  marquis 
of  Fayette,  and  recommending  him  to  the  favour  and 
patronage  of  his  majesty. 

DECEMBER  11,  1784. 

In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  resolve,  the  committee 
of  one  for  €ach  state  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter,  which 
was  agreed  to  as  follows : 
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SREAT,  FAITHFUL  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND  AND  ALLY, 

The  various  and  important  acts  of  friendship  done 
by  your  majesty  to  these  states  have  inspired  them  with 
strong  attachRient  to  your  person,  and  with  firm  con- 
fidence in  your  friendly  disposition  towards  them. 
Both  these  considerations  unite  in  urging  us  to  recom- 
mend to  your  majesty's  particular  attention  and  favour 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a  nobleman  who  has  ably 
promoted  the  interests  of  both  countries,  and  acquired 
glory  by  strenuous  and  successful  endeavours  to  ad« 
vance  our  mutual  honour,  prosperity  and  confidence. 

Permit  us  to  assure  your  majesty,  that  we  not  only 
approve  but  admire  his  conduct.  We  entertain  esteem 
and  affection  for  him  as  a  man.  We  think  highly  of  his 
talents,  and  are  convinced  of  his  disposition  to  perpetu- 
ate the  amity  and  good  understanding  which  we  pray 
God  may  ever  subsist  between  France  and  America. 

May  the  Author  of  all  good  continue  to  bless  your 
majesty,  your  family,  and  people,  and  keep  you  and 
them  under  his  holy  protection. 

By  the  unanimous  order  of  Congress,  at  Trenton, 
the  nth  December,  1784. 

RICHARD  HENRY  LEE,  President. 
Charles  Thomson,  Sec'y. 

On  the  outside  directed  to 

Our  great,  faithful  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally, 

Louis  XVI.  King  of  Frajnce  and  Navarre. 
VOL.  III.  65 
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DECEMBER  13,  1784. 

Mr.  Jay,  chairman  of  the  commiUee,  consisting  of  a 
member  from  each  stale,  appointed  to  receive  and  take 
Jeave  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  reported,  That  on 
the  1  Itb  instant  they  received  the  marquis  in  the  Con- 
gress chamber,  and  took  leave  of  him  agreeable  to  the 
instructions  given  them  on  that  subject;  that  they com^ 
inunicated  to  him  the  purport  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
wnth;  and  that  be  thereupon  made  the  following 
answer: 

SIR, 

While  it  pleases  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  so 
kindly  to  receive  me,  I  want  words  to  express  the  feel- 
ings of  a  heart  which  delights  in  their  present  situa- 
tion, and  the  bestowed  marks  of  their  esteem. 

Since  I  joined  the  standard  of  liberty,  to  this  wish- 
ed for  hour  of  my  personal  congratulations,  I  have 
seen  such  glorious  deeds  performed  and  virtues  dis- 
played t>y  the  sons  of  America,  that  in  the  instant  of 
my  first  concern  for  them  I  had  anticipated  but  a  part 
of  the  love  ^nd  regard  which  devote  me  to  this  rising 
empire. 

During  our  revolution,  sir,  I  obtained  an  unlimited 
indulgent  confidence,  which  I  am  equally  proud  and 
liappy  to  acknowledge ;  it  dates  with  the  time  when,^ 
an  unexperienced  youth,  I  could  only  claim  my  re- 
spected friend^s  paternal  adoption.  It  has  been  most 
benevolently  continued  throughout  every  circumstance 
#r(he  cabinet  and  the  fields  and  in  personal  friend- 
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»hipa  I  have  often  fouDd  a  support  against  publick  dif- 
ficulties. While,  -on  this  solemn  ocoasioR,  I  mention 
my  obligations  to  Congress^  the  stales,  the  people  at 
large,  permit  me  also  to  remember  the  dear  military 
companions,  to  whose  services  their  coantl*y  is  so  much 
indebted. 

Having  felt  both  for  the  timely  atd  of  my  country,, 
and  for  the  part  she,  with  a  beloved  king,  acted  in  the 
cause  of  mankind,  I  enjoy  an  alliance  so  well  rivetted: 
by  mutual  affection,  by  interest,  and  even  local  situa- 
tion. Recollection  insures  it.  Futurity  does  but  en- 
large the  prospect;  and  the  private  intercourse  wilt 
every  day  increase,  which  independent  and  advanta- 
geous trade  cherishes,  in  proportion  as  it  is  well  un» 
derstood* 

In  unbounded  wishes  to  America,  sir,  I  am  happy  to> 
observe  the  prevailing  disposition  of  the  people  to- 
strengthen  the  confederation,  preserve  publick  faith,, 
regulate  trade,  and  in  a  proper  guard  over  continental 
magazines  and  frontier  posts,  in  a  general  system  of 
militia,  in  foreseeing  attention  to  the  navy,  to  insure^ 
every  kind  of  safety.  May  this  immense  temple  of 
freedom  ever  stand  a  lesson  to  oppressors,  an  example 
to  the  oppressed,  a  sanctuary  for  the  rights  of  man- 
kind !  And  may  these  happy  United  States  attain  that 
complete  splendour  and  prosperity  which  wiH  illus- 
trate the  blessings  of  their  government,  and  forages 
to  come  rejoice  the  departed  souls  of  its  founders. 

However  unwilling  to  trespass  on  your  time,  i  must 
yet  present  you  with  grateful  thanks  for  the  late  fa- 
vour of  Congress ;  and  never  can  they  oblige  me  so 
much  as  when  they  put  it  in  my  power  in  every  part.* 
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of  the  world  to  the  latest  day  of  my  life,  to  gratify  the 
attachment  which  will  ever  rank  me  among  the  most 
zealous  and  respeclfol  servants  of  the  United  States. 


DECEMBER  14,  1784. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay,  sepooded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
Resolved  unaoimottsly,  eight  states  only  being  rep- 
resented, That  hrs  excellency  the  President  inforai  the 
miaiiter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  France,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress,  in 
case  the  convention  proposed  for  regulating  and  as- 
certaining the  powers  and  privileges  of  consuls  should 
not  be  already  signed,  that  he  delay  signing  it  until 
he  shall  receive  further  instructions  on  the  subject  from 
Congress. 

/    DECEMBER  15,  1784. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Gerry,  on  the 
department  of  foreign  afiairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  third  day  of 
February,  1784,  for  the  appointment  of  an  under  sec- 
retary in  the  department  of  foreign  afiairs  to  take 
charge  of  the  papers,  and  the  appointment  of  conse- 
quence thereof,  continue  in  force  no  longer  than  until 
a  secretary  to  the  United  States  for  the  department 
of  foreign  afiairs  take  the  oaths  and  enter  upon  the 
execution  of  his  office. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr*  Moo- 
roe,  Mr.  Pincifney  and  Mr.  Houstoun,  to  whom  wa3. 
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referred  a  note*  from  Mr.  de  MarboU,  charge  des 
afikires  of  France,  accooipanied  with  a  letter  from 
don  Francisco  Rendon,  agent  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
and  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  don  J.  Galvez,  minister 

•  TRANSLATIONS. 

Philadelphia,  November  19,  1784. 

.  The  UDdersigned,  charge  des  affairs  of  France^  ba9  the 
honour  to  present  to  Coogress  a  lettert  of  don  Francisco  Ren* 
don,  agent  of  the  court  of  Madrid.  This  letter,  and  the 
extract  accompanying  it,  relate  to  the  limits  of  Louisiana  and 
the  Floridas,  as  well  as  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  assure  Congress,  that  the 
king  will  see  with  great  pleasure  every  measure  which  shall 
be  taken  to  consolidate  and  maintaia  a  good  understanding 
between  bis  catholick  majesty  and  the  United  States. 

(Signed)  DE  MARBOIS. 

/ 
t  Philadelphia,  November  16,  1784. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  jour  excellency  an  extract^  of 
a  letter  which  I  have  lately  received  from  don  Joseph  de  Galvez,  minit- 

t    EXTRACT.  ' 

ArMjaeSiJaiM  90,1794. 

VntUdielliDittorLoiiitiMiaanddietwoFIoridndiftllbe  aeUM  and  detenoined 
wiA  tbe  UnHed  States  of  Aniericft,  bte  inajetty  coronand*  tbat  you  should  gfre  th« 
statef  and  Congren  to  understand  that  they  are  not  to  expose  to  proceo  and  confis- 
cation the  vesielt  which  they  destine  to  carry  on  commerce  on  the  nver  Mistiuippi, 
inasmuch  as  a  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  Slates  and  England,  on  mt hich 
the  former  i^nrand  th«r  preten^ns  to  the  narigation  of  that  rirer,  could  not  (Ix 
limits  in  a  territory  which  that  power  did  not  possess,  tlie  two  borders  of  the  river 
being  already  cohquen>d  and  ;posses«ed  by  our  arms  tlie  day  the  treaty  was  made* 
namely,  the  30th  Novemb^,  1783.  This  order  I  eommnoicate  to  you  that  yon  may 
confbrm  younelf  thereto. 

(Signed)  JOSfiPH  DE  GALVEZ. 
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of  his  catbolick  majesty, '  toaching  the  limits  of  Loqh 
siana,  and  the  Floridas,  and  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi — 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  fareign  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inform  Mr.  de  Marbois,  chaige  des  af- 
faires of  France,  that  the  United  States  in  Congre;is 
assembled  have  received  his  note  of  the  19th  of  No- 
vember, with  the  papers  enclosed,  and  are  happy  in 
the  assurance  given  that  his  most  christian  majesty 
will  see  with  pleasure  measures  taken  to  consolidate 
and  maintain  a  good  understanding  between  his  catho- 
lick  majesty  and  the  United  States  ;  and  they  flatter 
themselves  that  their  disposition  and  endeavours  to  cul- 

ter  of  his  catholick  majesty  for .  the  department  of  the  Indies.  I  beg* 
jou  will  be  pleased  to  lay  it  before  Congress,  and  coimnonicate  the 
contents  to  the  go?emours  and  presidents  of  the  several  states.  H» 
majesty  is  persuaded  that  Congress  will  admit  the  justice  of  a  claim 
which  is  founded  on  all  the  rights  which  an  entire  conquest  and  an  un- 
interrupted possession  can  give  to  any  power ;  and  that  they  will  agree 
that  the  cession  of  the  navigation  of  the  BfissiBsippi,.made  by  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  can  have 
no  real  force  unless  the  catholick  king,  my  master,  to  whom  the  navi- 
gation of  that  river  belongs,  shall  think  proper  to  ratify  it.  I  see  with 
pleasure  by  the  contents  of  tlie  extract  enclosed,  that  there  b  a  pro- 
bability that  Spain  and  the  United  States  will  very  soon  confirm,  by  a 
solid  and  durable  treaty,  that  friendship  which  has  already  for  several 
years  subsisted  between  the  two  nations.  I  hope  that  all  objects,  about 
which  there  is  any  doubt,  will  then  be  settled  and  terminated  to  the 
mutual  satisfaction  of  his  majesty  and  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  FRANCISCO  RENDON. 

His  Excellencv  the  Pre-  ) 
sideot  of  Congress.  > 
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tivate  (he  friendship  of  the  catboltck  king  will  produce 
the  desired  effect* 

That  Congress  have  a  high  confidence  in  the  justice 
of  his  catholick  majesty,  and  rely  that  he  will  submit 
the  mutual  rights  of  Spain  and  the  United  States  of 
America  to  amicable  discussion,  without  adopting 
measures  which  may  prejudice  those  rights. 


DECEMBER  16,  1784. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Jay,  Mr.  Gardner  and  Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red a  note  from  the  charge  des  affaires  of  his  most 
christian  majesty,  dated  1st  December,  1784,  respect- 
ing delays  and  difficulties  complained  of  by  French 
agents,  in  settling  their  accounts  in  this  country. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  (he  said  note  be  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  different  states;  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  them  to  pass  such  remedial  laws  on 
the  subject  as  their  respective  constitutions  may  per- 
mit; and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted 
to  the  said  charge  des  affaires. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Gardner  and  Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
note  from  the  charge  des  affaires  of  his  most  christian 
majesty,  dated  7th  December,  1784,  respecting  the 
demands  of  the  heirs  of  three  French  officers,  who 
died  in  the  American  sei*vice. 

Resolved,  That  the  various  and  important  objects    . 
of  national  concern  which  at  present  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  will  not  permit  them  to  examine  and 
ascertain  the  facts  on  which  the  propriety  of  the  de-  ^ 


siftod  in  question  must  1>e  ikeided^  and  tbtreiore  that 
the  same  be  referred  to  the  paymaster  geaecal,  with 
tuders  to  examine  and  ascertain  the  justice  of  the  said 
demands  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  report  there- 
in to  Congress. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consbtingofMr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Gardner  and  Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
note  from  the  charge  des  affaires  of  his  most  christian 
majesty  respecting  moneys  advanced  for  refitting  the 
American  frigate  Confederacy, 

Resolyed,  That  the  said  note  be  referred  to  the 
commissioner  for  settling  accounts  in  the  marine  de- 
partment, and  that  he  be  ordered  to  report  thereon  to 
Congress  without  delay. 

DECEMBER  17,  1784. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the 
report  on  Mr.  de  Marbois's  note  and  the  papers  ac* 
companying  it:  And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  necessary  a  minister  be  com- 
missioned to  represent  the  United  States  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  interfering 
claims  of  the  two  nations  respecting  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississipp^,  and  other  matters  highly  interesting  to 
the  peace  and  good  understanding  which  ought  to  sub- 
sist between  them. 

In  passing  the  foregoing  resolution  a  division  was 
called  for ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first 
clause  as  far  as  the  words  *'  court  of  Madrid,''  in- 
<;lu9ive,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
5paight — 


New  Hamjfehti^B,    Mr,  Fo«t^, 


# 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Isladdi 
New  York^ 
New  Jerse^, 
Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Eiiery^ 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Benson, 

Mr,  Dick, 
Mr.  StettrAft, 

Mr.  Gardner, 
Mr.  Henrys 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mdhrde^ 
Mr.  Merced, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 


No.H 


No. 
No. 


:\ 


No. 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

Ay.) 
Ay.} 


At. 


At. 


North  darolkM,     Mr.  WiHtOriisOiii     No.)  rw 

BIr.  Spaight,  Ay.  \  I^'^«o«n- 

South  Oaroliaa,      Mr.  Bull,  Ayt  ] 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Bull, 
Mr.  Pinckney, 

M'n  H6nMbtth, 
Mr«  Gibbons, 


Ay.^ 

Ay.  J 
Ay.  J 


A*. 


At. 


So  U  was  resolved  in  the  affirmaUve. 
Oh  the  question  to  agr^e  to  the  latter  clause,  the 
y^s  Atid  bayis  being  required  by  Mr,  £l)ery 

Massachusetts,        jMr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Partridge,         Ay. 


A^jA. 


Rhode  Island, 
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Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 
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:tj:|- 


New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 
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Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Benson, 

Mr.  Houston, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  Gardner, 
Mr.  Hei>ry, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Bull, 
Mr.  Pinclcney, 

Mr.  Houstoun, 
Mr.  Gibbons, 


[Dee.  17,1184. 


Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay. 


At. 


Ay.^ 
AyJ 


Ay.) 
7'b 


At. 


Ay 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Honstoan,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Spaight, 

Resolved,  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  tt^e 
election  of  a  minister  to  represent  the  United  States  at 
the  court  of  Madrid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the 
report  prepare  a  draft  of  instructions  to  the  minister  to 
represent  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid. 
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JANUARY  20,  1785* 

-  r 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr. 
Spaight,  to  whom  were  referred  a  (etter  of  3d  Nov'i^m> 
ber,  1784,  from  the  honourable  John  Adams,  and 'a 
letter  of  the  11th  of  the  same  month  from  the  honoura- 
ble John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, 

Resolved,  That  the  paragraph  in  the  joint  letter  re- 
specting the  communications  they  have  received  from 
the  count  de  Vergennes  upon  the  subject  of  the  Dutch 
loans  guarantied  by  France,  and  the  particular  loans  of 
France,  as  also  the  paragraph  respecting  the  letter  of 
monsieur  Le  Grand  to  Mr.  Franklin,  and  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Adams,  be  transmitted  to  the  several  executives  ; 
and  that  they  be  requested  to  lay  them  before  their  re- 
spective legislatures  for  their  information  upon  the  sub- 
jects upon  which  they  treat,  under  injunctions  of  se- 
crecy. 

JANUARY  21,  1785. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Ellery 
and  Mr.  Hardy,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of 
the  third  and  sixteenth  of  November  last  from  Mr. 
Liaurens,  having  reported  In  part, 

That  in  conformity  to  the  repeated  wishes  expressed 
by  the  honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,  esquire,  mi-* 
nlster  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  Versailles,  he  be  permitted  to  return  to  Ame- 


m 


flJCiiffiT.WWW^ 


t««-f»% 


rica  as  sood  as  conTenient ;  and  that  an  early  day  be 
appointed  for  the  election  of  a  proper  person  to  rep- 
resent the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles. 
Wh^rj  ttU9  psirt  9f  the  rep/pft  w?i8  i^n^^  4^UMf, 
^  nf(rtio9  if^f  o^e  by  Mr,  Williaiqsqni  sec(]|in4^f| 
!gr  JWf *  Pjqcl^Rey,  u^  ^trik;e  put,  the  V9i:dii  ^*  as  ^oon,  at 
V  cooteiU^pt  J  and  tha<  J^a  ^^i^ly  day  b^  a^pqio^d  (or 
^*  th^  ^k^t^oi^  of  a  prpp^r  person  to  r^pres^ni  i!b^  Unit<^. 
*'eqi  §ta^es  at  t^e  court  of  Versailles  j"  afid  in  li^i^. 
thereof  to  insert  ^*  as  soon  as  a  minister  shall  have  been 
"  ^ppiQte4  \o  aMCc^e^  hiw  ^  that  C9u»t#'' 

j^^  op  ^he  quc^^l^  tq  b^t^  to  this  affi^ndniient,  tbe^ 
j^^Und  ^^ys  Ij^ftiiig  re^ipired  by  l^r.  Ha^-dyr-r 


New  Hampshire, 
Massacbusett^s, 

Rho4e  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

Ne,w  Jersey, 

Bjlairxlj^n4, 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Foster, 
l^r^  Lqng^ 

Mr.  HqUeq^ 
Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr*.  Kfng^ 

M^  Eli^ry, 
Mr.  Howel), 

Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Johnson, 


ti 


Ay. 


Mr.W.  Livingston,  Ay.  )  . 
Mr.Platl, .  Ay.y^'^- 


Mr.  C^dwallader,   Ay* ) 
Ay.  5 


Mr.  Stewart, 

]M[r.  lH'H^ftry, 

My.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Monroe^ 
Ml!*  R,  H.  Lee, 


Ay. 


Ay.  )rX 


Ay.) 

Ay.  >  Ay. 
f      Ay*> 


|f Qi^tb  CaPoUoat      Mr.  Williamfiton,     ^y.  \ 

Wr.  Spaigbt»  Ay.  >  Ay. 

Mr.  Siigreaves,       Ay. ) 

$Qlith  CMolina,      Mr.  Rei^jd, 
Mr  " 


'.  Re^jd,  Aj.  i 

.  Bull,  Ay,  >  At. 

.  Pinckney,        Ay. ) 


Mr 
So  the  quettioa  n%&  Ipsu 

JANUARY  31,  1785. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  seconded  by  fijfr. 
Pinckney, 

Resolved,  That  a  minister  plenipotentiary  be  ap- 
point^ to  reprfsent  the  United  Slates  of  America  at 
t^e  coorl  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  report  insiruci  ions  for  such  minister. 

On  moition  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  aeooAded  by  Mr.  Mob* 
foe^ 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  Cor  the 
^taction  of  a  naiaisjler  plenipotentiaory  to  represent  these 
States  ^  the  court  of  London. 

FEBRUARY  1,  1785. 

On  the  report  of  a  grand  committee,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr. 
Cook,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Cadwallader,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr. 
Bf^Henry,  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Williamson  and  Mr.  Hous* 
ton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  30th.  September, 
fk'om  the  late  superintendent  of  finance,  enclosing  the 
terms  of  a  loan  of  two  millions  of  gilders  negotiated 
in  the  United  Netherlands  by  the  honourable  John 
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Adams,  and  an  obligation  for  tfae  same,  entered  into 
the  9th  of  March,  1784,  by  him  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  of  America — 

Resolved,  That  three  fair  copies  of  the  obligation 
be  made  out,  and  that  a  ratification  be  endorsed  oa 
each  of  tbem,  duly  attested ;  and  that  the  secretary  for 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs  transmit  the  same  by 
several  conveyances  to  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  to  their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of 
the  United  Netherlands. 

Resolved,  That  the  ratification  be  in  the  following 
terms : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  the  whhin  contract  or  en* 
gagement,  entered  into  by  the  honourable  John  Adams, 
esquire,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
of  America  to  their  high  mightinesses  the  lords  tfae 
states  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  to  behalf  of 
the  said  states,  with  Messrs.  Wilhelm  and  Jan  Wiliink, 
Nicolaas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  de  la  Lande 
and  Fynje,  and  their  successors  or  assignees,  for  a 
loan  of  iwx>  millions  of  gilders,  dated  at  the  Hague, 
March  the  9th,  1784,  hath  been  read  in  Congress, 
approved  and  ratified,  and  declared  obligatory  on  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Done  in  the  City  Hall,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  by 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  this, 
first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  in 
the  ninth  year  of  our  sovereignty  and  indepen- 
dence. 
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FEBRUARY  II,  1785. 

On  (he  report  of  a  commUtee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr. 
Spaigbt,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of 
the'  39d  of  February,  17d2,  all  communications,  as 
well  to  as  from  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem^ 
bled,  on  the  subject  of  foreign  affairs,  be  made  through 
the  secretary  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs ;  and 
that  all  letters,  memorials  or  other  papers  on  the  sub- 
ject of  foreign  affairs,  for  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  be  addressed  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  all  papers  writteii  in  a  foreign  lan- 
guage, which  may  in  future  be  communicated  to  Con- 
gress from  the  office  of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs, 
shall  be  accompanied  with  a  translation  into  English. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  ap- 
point an  interpreter,  whose  duty  if  shall  be  to  translate 
all  such  papers  as  may  be  referred  to  him,  as  well 
by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  as  by 
committees  of  Congress,  the  secretary  for  the  depart- 
ment of  foreign  affairs,  the  secretary  of  Congress,  the 
board  of  treasury,  or  the  secretary  for  the  department 
of  war ;  and  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such  al- 
lowance as  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  may  think 
sufficient,  not  to  exceed  the  annual  pay  of  a  clerk  in 
the  office ;  and  who,  previous  to  his  entering  on  his 


duty  as  interpreter,  shall  take  the  oath  of  fidelity,  and 
the  oath  of  office,  prescribed  in  an  ordinance  passed 
on  the  37th  day  of  January  last,  a  registry  of  which 
oaths  shall  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
Congress. 

Resolved,'  That  the  wages  of  the  doorkeeper  to  th6 
office  for  foreign  affairs  be  considered  is  part  of  tb# 
contingent  expenses  of  said  office* 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr* 
Gerry,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Williamson,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  letted  of  29tb  December  Ia6t,  from  Mr.  d4 
Marbois  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affbirs  give 
orders  for  a  careful  removal  of  the  portraits  of  bis 
most  christian  majesty  and  of  the  queen  of  France^ 
frodi  Philadelphia  to  the  hall  in  this  city,  in  which 
Congress  hold  their  sessions. 

FEBRUARY  14,  17^5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.Jl.  Livingston,  seconded  by  Mr; 
Sitgreaves, 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  of  the  United  States 
who  are  directed  to  form  treaties  with  the  emperor  of 
Morocco,  and  the  regencies  of  Algiers,  for  Tunis  and 
Tripoli,  be  empowered  to  apply  so  much  of  the  mo- 
ney borrowed  in  Holland,  or  any  other  money  in  £u^ 
rope  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  that  use  as  they 
may  deem  necessary,  not  exceeding  eighty  thousand 
dollars  ;  and  to  draw  for  the  same  accordingly. 

That  they  be  further  empowered,  if  the  situation  of 
affairs  should  render  it  inexpedient  for  either  of  them 
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to  proceed  to  the  above  courts,  to  appoint  such  per* 
Bon  as  they  may  deem  qualified  to  execute  this  trust. 

That  the  secretary  for  foreiga  affairs  be  directed  to 
write  to  the  above  ministers,  pressing  upon  them  the 
necessity  of  prosecuting  this  important  business,  and 
forwarding  to  them  commissions  and  letters  of  cre- 
dence, with  a  blank  for  the  name  of  such  person  as 
may  be  directed  to  conclude  the  said  treaties. 

FEBRUARY  17,  1785. 

A  motion  being  made  by  Mr.  Pinckney,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Howell,  in  the  words  following : 

That  no  future  commissions  of  a  minister,  generally 
or  specially,  to  any  foreigh  court,  or  of  a  secretary  to 
any  foreign  legation,  shall  continue  in  force  fpr  more 
than  three  years,  the  time  from  which  it  is  to  commence 
to  be  fixed  in  the  commissions ;  at  the  expiration  of 
which  period,  unless  re-appointed,  such  minister  or  se- 
cretary shall  cease  to  exercise  such  office :  provided 
always,  that  such  minister  or  secretary  shall  be  consi- 
dered at  all  times  as  subject  to  the  recall  of  Congress 
within  the  term  above  limited — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hardy,  to  postpone  the  motion  in  order  to  take  up  the 
following : 

That  as  the  power  of  recalling  any  minister  to  a 
foreign  court,  or  secretary  to  a  foreign  legation,  is  al- 
ways in  Congress,  and  it  is  presumed  will  be  exercised 
on  every  occasion  of  misconduct  or  neglect  in  any. 
minister  to  a  foreign  court ;  and  as  the  wisdom  and  vir- 
tue of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  will 
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always  be  equal  to  a  proper  decision  on  every  qoestioQ 
that  might  be  brought  before  them, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  impolitick  and  unneces- 
sary to  fix  any  determinate  time  to  the  continuation  in 
office  of  any  resident  or  special  minister,  or  secretary 
to  a  legation,  to  a  foreign  court. 

On  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Read — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Long, 


No.) 
No.  5 


No, 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Johnson, 


No.)  v 


No. 
No 


'•    f    XT 


Mr.R.R.Livingston,  Ay.  ^ 
Mr.W.  Livingston,  No.  >  No. 
Mr.  Piatt,  No. ) 

Mr.  Beatty,  No.  ^ 

Mr.  Cadwallader,  No.  J-  No. 
Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  Gardner, 

Mr.  M'Henry, 
Mr.  Hindman, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr.  Lee, 


North  Carolina, 
South  Carelinay 
Georgia, 
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Mr.  WilliamsoD, 
Mr»  Spaight, 
Mr.  Sitgreaves, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Bu}l, 
Mr.  Pinckney, 


No. 

Ay 

Aj 


Ay.> 

No.>No. 

No.^ 


Mr.  HoQstouo,        Ay.  ^X 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Oo  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  the  state  o£ 
Massachusetts — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Long, 


iU'- 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey,^ 


Mr.  Gerry^ 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Partridge,. 
Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Ellcry, 
Mr«  Ebweil,. 

Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Johnson, 


Ij:^- 


Ay.) 
Ay.  I 


Ay., 


Mr.R.R.Li  ving8ton,No.  ^ 
Mr.W.  Livingston,.  Ay.  >  Ay. 
Mr.  Plait,.  Ay.y 


Mr.  Beatty, 


No.^ 


E>-7 

Mr.  Cadwallader,    No.  v  No#- 
Mr.  Stewart,  Ay.  j 


Pennsylvania,.        Mr.  Gardner,.  Ay.  ^x 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 
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Mr.  M'Henry, 
Mr.  Hindman, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 
Mr.  Sitgreaves, 

Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Bull, 
Mr.  Pinckney, 


Ay. 
No< 


*  >  Divided. 


No.> 

N0.VN0. 

No.^ 


Mr.  Houstoun,        No.  ^x 


So  the  question  was  lost. 


FEBRUARY  18,  1785. 

Resolved,  That  no  future  commission  of  a  minister, 
either  generally  or  specially,  to  any  foreign  court, 
charge  des  affaires,  or  secretary  to  any  foreign  legation^ 
shall  continue  in  force  for  more  than  three  years,  the 
time  from  which  it  is  to  commence  to  be  fixed  in  the 
commission ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  period,  unless 
re-appointed,  such  minister  or  secretary  shall  cease  to 
exercise  such  office :  provided  always,  that  such  minis- 
ter or  secretary  shall  be  considered  as  at  all  times  sub- 
ject to  the  recall  of  Congress  within  the  term  limited. 
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PEBRUARF  24,  1785. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  represent  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica at  the  court  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  ballots  be- 
ing taken, 

The  honourable  John  Adams  was  elected,  having 
been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Howell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hardy, 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  the 
election  of  a  secretary  to  the  legation  to  the  court  of 
London. 

MARCH  1,  1785* 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary 
to  the  legation  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the 
ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  William  Smith  was  elected,  having  been 
previously  nominated  by  Mr.  M^Henry. 

Resolved,  That  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  late 
lieutenant  colonel  J.  Laurens,  as  special  minister  to  the 
court  of  Versailles,  he  be  allowed  the  same  pay  that 
was  given  at  that  period  to  the  ministers  plenipotentia- 
ry of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  from  the  time 
of  his  appointment  to  that  embassy  until  his  return  ; 
and  that  the  balance  remaining  due  for  his  services  as 
minister  be  paid  to  his  representatives. 
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.   MARCH  4,  1785. 

On  the  report  of  a  comoiiUoe,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Howell,  Mr«  Spaight  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  t# 
wIioBi  was  recommitted  a  report  on  a  letter  (torn  Mr* 
Arthur  Lee,  dated  March  10,  1784,  correspondiog 
agent  in  London^ 

Resolved,  That  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  be  allowed  the 
ium  of  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
dollars  and  seventy  ninetieths  of  a  dollar,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  which  he  re- 
ceived  of  the  committee  of  secret  correspondence,  in 
full  compensation  for  his  services  and  expenses  as  cor« 
responding  agent  in  London  for  the  United  States  pre- 
vious to  his  appointment  as  one  of  their  commissioners 
at  the  court  of  Versailles,  in  October,  1 776. 

MARCH  7,  1785. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Read,  Mr.  EUery  and  Mr.  Hardy,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred  the  letters  of  the  3d  and  16ih  of  November,  from 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved,  That  in  conformity  to  the  repeated  wishes 
heretofore  expressed  by  the  honourable  Benjamin 
Franklin,  esquire,  minister  plenipotentiary  firom  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  he  be  permit- 
ted to  return  to  America  as  soon  as  convenient ;  and 
that  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  the  election  of  a 
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Bioteter  plenipotentiary  to  repreetot  the  United  States 

at  the  eonrt  of  Versailles* 

On  motidn  of  Mr.  King,  seconded  by  Mr.  Pinckney, 
Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appoint  a  minister 

ylenipotefitiary  to  succeed  Mr.  J.  Adams  at  the  court 

of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  that  Monday  next  be 

assigned  for  the  election  of  snch  minister. 
Congress   took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the 

secretary  for   foreign  affiiirs  ;  and  thereupon  agreed 

upon  the  following 

INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  A  MINISTER  PLEfTlPOTENTIART 
APPOINTED  TO  REPRESENT  THE  UNITED  STATES 
OF    AMERICA     AT    THE    COURT    OF    GREAT    BRITAIN. 

SIR, 

You  will  in  a  respectful  but  firm  manner  insist,  that 
the  United  States  be  put  without  further  delay  in  pos- 
session of  all  the  posts  and  territories  within  their 
limits  which  are  now  held  by  British  garrisons  :  and 
you  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting 
the  answer  you  may  receive  to  this  requisition* 

You  will  remonstrate  against  the  infraction  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  by  the  exportation  of  negroes  and 
other  America^n  property,  contrary  to  the  stipulations 
on  that  subject  in  the  seventh  article  of  it.  Upon  this 
head  you  will  be  supplied  with  various  authentick  pa- 
pers and  documents,  particularly  the  correspondence 
between  general  Washington  and  others  on  the  one 
part,  and  sir  Guy  Carleton  on  the  other. 
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Yoa  will  represent  to  the  British  mioistry  the  stroDg 
and  necessary  tendency  of  their  restrictions  on  our 
trade  to  incapacitate  our  merchants  it  a  certain  degree 
to  make  remittances  to  theirs. 

You  will  represent  in  strong  terms  the  losses  which 
many  of  our  and  also  of  their  merchants  will  sustain, 
if  the  former  be  unseasonably  and  immoderately  press- 
ed for  the  payment  of  debts  contracted  before  the  war. 
On  this  sublet  you  will  be  furnished  with  papers,  in 
which  it  is  amply  discussed. 

MARCH  10,  1785. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  represent  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  Versailles ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken. 

The  honourable  Thomas  Jefferson  was  unanimously 
elected,  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr. 
Howell. 

MARCH  11,  1785. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  having  reported, 
that  in  his  opinion  it  will  be  proper  to  transmit  to  our 
ministers,  who  are  to  negotiate  treaties  with  the  em- 
peror of  Morocco  and  the  regencies  of  Tunis,  Algiers 
and  Tripoli,  the  following  papers,  to  wit: 

No.  1. 

Draft  of  a  Commission  to  the  Joint  Ministers  to  ap- 
point Agents  to  be  employed  in  their  Negotiations 
with  Morocco  and  the  Slates  of  Barbary. 
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The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled — To  all 
to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  or  be  made 
known,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  we,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence 
in  the  integrity,  prudence  and  ability  of  our  trusty  and 
well  beloved  the  honourable  John  Adams,  late  one  of 
our  ministers  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace, 
and  heretofore  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  and  chief  justice  of  the  said  state, 
the  honourable  doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  our  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  late 
another  of  our  ministers  plenipotentiary  for  negotiat- 
ing a  peace,  and  the  honourable  Thomas  Jefferson,  a 
delegate  in  Congress  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  and 
late  governour  of  the  said  state,  did  by  our  commission 
under  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  and  the  signature 
of  our  then  President,  bearing  date  the  12lh  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1784,  constitute  and  ap- 
point them  the  said  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin 
and  Thomas  Jefferson,  our  ministers  plenipotentiary, 
giving  to  them  ^ or  a  majori^ty  of  them  full  power  and 
authority  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  confer,  treat  and 
negotiate  with  the  ambassador,  minister  or  commis- 
sioner of  the  regency  or  government  of  Tunis,  vested 
with  full  and  sufficient  powers  of  and  concerning  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  (as  the  case  may  be)  to 
make  and  receive  propositions  for  such  treaty,  and 
conclude  and  sign,  transmitting  it  to  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  for  their  final  ratification  :  And 
whereas  it  may  so  happen  that  the  other  great  and 
various  affairs  which  we  have  committed  to  the  care 
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and  roaDageinent  of  our  said  ministers  plenipoteBtisiy 
may  not  admit  of  their  meeting  the  minister  or  commis- 
sioner which  the  regency  or  government  of  Tunis  may 
appoint  to  treat  with  them  of  and  concerning  such  trea- 
ty, at  a  time  and  place  that  might  otherwise  be  most 
convenient: 

Therefore  know  ve,  That  we  do  hereby  autho- 
rize and  empower  our  said  three  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary and  the  majority  of  them,  by  writing  under  their 
hands  and  seals  to  appoint  and  employ,  and  at  plea- 
sure to  remove,  such  agent  in  the  said  business  as  they 
or  the  majority  of  them  may  think  proper,  which  said 
agent  shall  have  authority,  under  the  directions  and  in- 
structions of  our  said  ministers,  to  commence  and  pro- 
secute negotiations  and  conferences  for  the  said  treaty, 
with  such  person  or  persons  on  the  part  of  the  regency 
or  government  of  Tunis  as  to  our  said  ministers  or  the 
majority  of  them  shall  appear  proper :.  provided  al- 
ways, that  the  treaty  in  question  shall  be  signed  by 
our  said  ministers ;  but  that  preliminary  articles  thereto 
may,  if  previously  approved  of  by  our  said  ministers 
or  the  majority  of  them,  be  signed  by  the  said  agent. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Wit- 
ness, his  excellency  Richard  Henry  Lee,  our 
PresideDt,  this  day  of  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord,  ane  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  and  of  the  sovereignty  and  inde- 

pendence of  the  United  States  of  America,  the 
4untb« 
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No.  2. 

Draft  of  a  letter  of  credence  from  Congress  to  the 
regencies  of  Tunis,  Tripoli  and  Algiers.. 

To  the  Lords,  Regents  and  Governonrs  of  Tunis. 

We,  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as* 
«embled,  being  desirous  of  cultiirating  and  establish- 
ing peace  and  harmony  between  our  nation  and  the 
regency  and  goTcrnment  of  Tunis,  have  appointed  the 
honourable  John  Adams,  late  one  of  our  ministers 
plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace,  and  heretofore 
a  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  chief  justice  of  the  said  state,  the  honoura- 
ble doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  our  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  late  another  of  our 
ministers  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace,  and 
the  honourable  Thomas  Jefferson,  a  delegate. in  Con- 
gress for  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  late  governour  of 
the  said  state,  our  ministers  plenipotentiary,  giving  to 
them  or  a  majority  of  them  full  power  in  our  name  to 
negotiate  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  your  lordships;  and  we  have  also  authorized' 
them  or  a  majority  of  them  to  appoint  such  agent  in 
the  said  business  as  circumstances  may  in  their  judg- 
ment render  expedients 

We  desire  you,  my  lords,  to  give  full  credit  to  what- 
ever shall  be  delivered  to  you  by  or  from  our  said 
ministers ;  and  we  hope  you  will  readily  concur  with 
us  in  forming  such  a  treaty  as  may  be  permanent  and 
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mutually  beneficial.    We  wish  you  health  and  prospe- 
rity. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  their  chamber  in  the  city  of 
New  York|  on  the  day  of 

one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and 
signed  by  their  unanimous  order. 


No.  3. 

Draft  of  a  letter  from  Congress  to  the  emperor  of 
Morocco. 

GREAT,  NOBLE  AND  IMPERIAL  SOVEREIGN, 

While  the  flames  of  the  late  war  continued  to  spread 
danger  and  destruction  not  only  along  the  borders, 
but  also  through  the  most  interiour  parts  of  the  thirteen 
United  States  of  America,  it  was  constantly  and  indis- 
pensably necessary  for  us  to  turn  all  our  attention  and 
resources  to  the  immediate  defence  and  protection  of 
these  different  countries. 

Hence  it  happened,  that  it  was  not  in  our  power  to 
cultivate  your  majesty's  friendship  by  such  legations 
and  other  measures,  as  might  fully  manifest  the  high 
sense  we  entertain  of  that  magnanimity  which  induc- 
ed your  majesty  to  open  your  ports  and  show  kindness 
to  us  at  a  period  when  our  affairs  wore  the  least  pro- 
mising aspect. 

All  that  we  then  could  do  was  to  read  and  admire 
your  majesty's  liberal  manifestoes  and  declarations  of 
the  and  to  assure  you  by  our  letter 

of  the  day  of  December,  1780, "  of  our 
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^*  earnest  desire  to  cultivate  a  sincere  peace  and  frtend<» 
^<  ship  with  your  majesty,''  and  that  proper  steps  for 
that  purpose  would  be  taken  on  our  part. 

As  we  have  not  been  favoured  by  your  nriajesty  with 
an  answer  to  that  letter,  we  are  apprehensive  that  it  has 
miscarried ;  and  therefore  subjoin  a  copy  of  it  to  this. 

That  Great  and  Almighty  Being  ^'  from  whom  all  wis- 
"  dom  and  power  proceeds,"  having  crowned  our  coun- 
sels and  our  arras  with  victory  and  peace,  we  are  now 
blessed  with  leisure  and  opportunities  to  show  our  re- 
spect and  regard  for  such  of  the  princes  and  nations 
of  the  world  as  gave  proof  of  their  kindness  and  good 
will  to  us  when  encompassed  with  hostile  armies  and 
a  great  variety  of  diflScuIties. 

While  many  other  nations  yet  viewed  our  fate  as 
doubtful,  you,  most  noble  prince,  extended  your  friend- 
ly regards  from  an  empire  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
world,  across  an  amazing  length  of  ocean,  to  us  who 
dwell  under  the  beams  of  the  setting  sun.  For  these 
generous  marks  of  your  early  friendship  accept  our 
sincere  and  cordial  thanks  ;  and  be  assured  of  our  de« 
sire  so  to  establish  peace  and  regulate  commerce 
between  us,  as  that  your  empire  may  derive  advanta- 
ges from  the  various  productions  of  our  different  coun- 
tries. In  time,  when  the  waste  of  war  shall  be  repair- 
ed, they  will  be  great  and  useful ;  and  we  will  teach 
our  people  to  be  kind  to  yours. 

Impelled  by  these  considerations,  we  have  appointed 
three  from  among  our  well  beloved  and  most  distin- 
guished subjects,  whom  we  have  long  honoured  with 
our  confidence,  and  intrusted  with  the  conduct  of  great 


aflbirf ,  to  eitablish  oo  our  part  wUh  yoar  majesty  tli« 
most  liberal  and  permaoent  treaties  of  peace  and 
amity,  viz.  our  well  beloved  the  honourable  Joha 
Adams,  chief  justice  of  one  of  these  United  States,  a 
delegate  from  the  same  to  our  body,  one  of  our  late 
commissioners  to  the  court  of  France,  our  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  the  United  Netherlands,  and  one  of 
our  ministers  pleninpotentiary  for  making  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  &c.  also  our  well  beloved  the  honoura- 
ble doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  president  of  the  con- 
vention of  another  of  the  said  states,  and  a  delegate 
from  the  same  to  our  body,  our  minister  plenipotentia* 
ry  to  the  court  of  France,  ani  also  one  of  our  pleni- 
potentiaries for  making  peace  with  Great  Britain,  Sic. 
and  also  our  well  beloved  the  honourable  Thomas 
Jefferson,  govemour  of  another  of  the  said  states,  and 
a  delegate  from  the  same  to  our  body,  and  one  of  our 
ministers  plenipotentiary,  together  with  the  said  John 
Adams  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  for  transacting  certain 
great  affairs,  which  we  have  committed  to  them,  &c. 

We  have  given  them  our  commission  under  the  seal 
of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  signature  of  his 
excellency  our  president,  to  treat  with  your  majesty  in 
our  behalf,  and  in  our  name  to  ^ign  and  seal  such  trea-' 
ties  and  conventions  as  may  thereupon  be  agreed  upon. 
We  recommend  them  to  your  majesty's  especial  favour 
and  confidence,  and  we  promise  to  ratify,  confirm  and 
fulfil  whatever  they  shall  on  our  part  conclude  and 
agree  to.  And  inasmuch  as  the  other  great  aff^ir8 
which  we  have  confided  to  their  managetoent  may 
cause  delays  which  might  be  disagreeable  to  your  ma- 
jesty, we  have  authorized  them  in  such  case  to  ap- 
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t>5iot  and  neM  to  yoar  majoAty  a  tmicy  and  rHpecta* 
ble  agMt,  by  means  of  wkmi  tkey  nay  deliver  thk 
lector  to  yanr  majei ty,  and  eommence  the  negotiations 
in  queition#  We  request  yonr  majesty  to  transmit  to 
as  your  answer  tliroagh  the  same  channel ;  and  we  as* 
snte  you  that  it  is  oui^  sincere  wish  and  desire,  that  the 
emperor  of  Morocco  aud  the  sovereign  council  of 
these  thirteen  countries  may  continue  to  regard  each 
other  as  frieuds  and  brothers  from  age  to  agej  *  May 
yom*  msjesty  be  always  happy. 

Signed  by  the  unanimous  order  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  at  the  chamber   of  the 
states,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  in 
the  year  of  their  sovereignty. 

No.  4. 

.  Copy  of  a  former  letter  of  Congress  to  the  emperor 
to  be  enclosed  in  the  above. 

The  Congress  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  North 
America  to  the  high,  potent  and  most  noble 
Prince,  the  King  and  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

MOST   NOBLE   AND   PUISSANT   PRINCE, 

We,  the  Congress  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of 
North  America,  have  been  informed  of  your  majesty's 
favourable  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  people  we 
represent,  which  has  been  communicated  by  monsieur 


5U  S£CRET  JOURNAL.  [Maidlill^ 

Etieone  d'Audibert  Caille,  of  Sale,  consul  for  foreign 
nations  unrepresented  in  your  majesty's  states.  We 
assiirei  you  of  our  earnest  desire  to  cultivate  a  sincere 
and  firm  peace  and  friendsfaip  with .  your  majesty^  and 
to  make  it  lasting  to  all  posterity. 

In  order  that  we  may  demonstrate  more  fiUly  the 
high  value  we  place  upon  the  amity  of  so  Enlightened 
and  magnanimous  a  prince,  we  have  given  the  neces- 
sary orders  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court 
of  his  most  christian  mtgesty  the  king  of  France ;  .and 
a  proper  person  will  receive  powers  to  enter  into  ne- 
gotiations for  settling  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce 
with  such  representative  of  your  majesty  as  you  may 
please  to  appoint.  This,  from  your  majesty's  great 
wisdom  and  generosity,  we  have  no  doubt  will  be  ad- 
justed to  the  mutual  advantages  of  both  nations. 

In  the  mean  time  should  any  of  the  subjects  of  our 
states  come  within  the  ports  of  your  majesty's  ports  or 
territories,  we  flatter  ourselves  they  will  receive  the 
benefit  of  your  protection  and  benevolence.  You 
may  assure  yourself  of*  every  protection  and  assis- 
tance to  your  subjects  from  the  people  of  these  states 
whenever  and  wherever  they  may  have  it  in  their 
power.  We  pray  your  majesty  may  enjoy  long  life 
and  uninterrupted  prosperity. 

Signed  in  and  by  order  of  the  Congress  of  the  thir- 
teen United  States  in  North  America, 
day  of  the  month  December,  in  the.  year  of  our 
Lord  Christ,  1780,  and  of  our  independence,  5. 


tm.}  TOUmi^AITABIS. 


No.  5« 

Draft  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  fbr  foreign  af- 
feiPi  to  our  midiiters. 

No.  6, 

Copy  of  a  letter ^from  Giacomo  Francisco  Crocco  to 
Congress,  November  16|  1784. 

No.  7. 

Praft  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  af- 
fairs to  Mr.  Crocco  in  answer  to  the  above. 

No.  8. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Pi^nklin,  Lee  and 
Adams,  7th  November,  1778,  and  one  of  26tb  May, 
1779,  from  Mr.  Franklin. 

No.  9. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  D^Audibert  de  Caille  to  Mr. 
Jay,  21st  April,  1780,  and  Mr.  Jay's  answer. 

No.  10. 

Copy  of  Mr.  D'Audibert  Caille's  letter  to  Congress, 
6th  September,  1779,  and  their  answer,  December, 
1780. 
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No.  n. 

Copy  of  ibe  appointment  of  D'Audibert'Caille,  Ist 
November,  1779,  by  the  emperor  of  Morocco,  to  act 
as  consul  for  such  foreign  nations  as  had  none  in  Us 
dominions. 

No.  12. 

Copy  of  the  emperor  of  Morocco's  dedarattOD,  2(Hh 
February,  1778. 

No.  13. 

One  of  D'Audibert  Caille's  printed  certificates. 

Ordered,  That  the  beforementioned  papers  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  take 
order. 

MARCtl  14,  1785. 

The  secretary  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs 
having  reported  the  form  of  a  commission  to  Mr* 
Adams,  appointed  to  represent  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  London,  and  to  Mr.  W.  Smith,  appointed 
secretary  to  the  said  legation;  and  the  same  being 
amended  to  read  as  follows : 


1T8S.]  FOSSIGlf  AFTADIS.  Mt 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
blecP-To  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  John 
Adams,  esquire,  send  greeting. 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
integrity,  prudence  and  ability,  have  nominated,  con- 
stituted and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  nomi- 
nate,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said  John  Adams, 
our  minister  plenipotentiary  to  reside  at  the  court  of 
his  Britannick  majesty ;  and  do  give  you  full  power 
and  authority  thare  to  represent  us,  and  to  do  andt  i 
perform  all  such  matters  and  things  as  to  the  saia 
place  or  oflSce  doth  appertain,  or  as  may  by  our  in- 
structions be  given  unto  you  in  charge.'  This  com- 
mission to  continue  in  force  for  the  space  of  three 
years  from  this  day,  unless  sooner  revoked* 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  causecf  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Wit- 
ness, his  excellency  R.  H.  Lee,  our  President,  at 
the  city  of  New  York,  this  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five,  and  of  our  sovereignty  and 
independence,  the  ninth. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled— To  our  trusty  and  beloved  William  S. 
Smith,  esquire,  send  greeting. 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
integrity,  prudence  and  ability,  have  nominated,  con- 
stituted and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  nomi* 
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Date,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  (be  said  William  S. 
Smith,  secretary  to  our  legation  to  bis  Brilannick 
majesty.  Tbis  commission  to  continue  in  force  for 
tbe  space  of  three  years  from  tbis  day,  unless  sooner 
MToked. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  bare  caused  tbe  seal  of 
tbe  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Wit- 
aeis,  his  excellency  R.  H.  Lee,  our  President,  at 
tbe  ctly  of  New  York,  tbis  day  of 

te  tbe  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  etghty*five,  and  of  our  sovereignty  and 
independence,  tbe  ninth. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  forms  be  referred  to  tbe 
tecretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  take  order. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  having  also  report- 
ed a  letter  of  credence  for  Mr,  J.  Adams, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  back  to  tbe  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs,  and  that  be  make  out  a  letter  of 
credence  for  Mr.  Adams  in  tbe  common  manner, 
taking  care  not  to  have  any  reference  to  former  dis- 
putes. 

MARCH  16,  1785. 

On  tbe  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Hardy,  Mr.  Beatty  and  Mr.  Gerry,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  a  committee  on  a  letter  S8th 
^larcb,  1783,  from  R.  R..  Livingston,  late  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs^ 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  secretary  is  endded  to  the 
mm  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  extra 
expenses  beyond  bis  salary  for  the  last  six  months  he 
continued  in  office. 


MARCH  18,  1785. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  wis  re- 
ferred a  letter  from  the  lieutenant  govemour  of  Massa- 
chusetts of  the  24th  of  February  last,  together  with  the 
papers  that  caoie  enclosed  respecting  the  arrest  and 
imprisonment  of  Jonas  Hartwell,  of  that  commonwealth, 
by  the  inquisition  in  Spain,  having  reported,  and  the 
report  being  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

That  copies  of  the  said  papers  should  be  trans- 
mitted  to  the  charge  des  affaires  of  the  United  Siatea 
at  the  court  of  Madrid ;  that  he  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire diligently  into  the  truth  of  the  facts  stated  io 
them ;  and  in  case  he  shall  have  good  reason  to  think 
that  Mr.  Hartwell  continues  imprisoned  for  the  causes 
assigned  in  the  said  papers,  that  then  he  make  such' 
representations  to  the  minister  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  and  the  accustomed  practice  on  similar  occasions 
may  render  advisable:  That  he  also  be  informed 
that  Congress  cannot  object  to  Mr.  HartwelPs  being 
tried  and  treated  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  country, 
for  crimes  committed  there,  and  that  if  his  imprison- 
ment is  in  consequence  of  his  having  violated  them, 
they  apply  for  his  liberation  not  as  a  matter  of  right 
but  of  favour : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs  to  take  order. 


550  SECRET  JOURNAL*  [Maicb21, 

N.  B.  The  obligation  of  secrecy  is  Uken  off  so  fiar 
as  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  instruction  may  be 
communicated  to  the  father  of  Mr.  Jonas  Hartwell,  by 
the  delegates  of  Massachusetts. 

MARCH  21,  1785. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Hollen,  Mr.  W.  C.  Houstoun,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bedford 
and  Mr.  Hardy,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters 
from  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  at  foreign 
courts. 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States  to  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands  be  instructed  to  communicate  to  monsieur 
de  St.  Saphorin,  envoy  eiitraordinary  from  his  Danish 
majesty  to  the  states  general,  the  high  sense  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  entertain  of  the  liberal 
decision  made  by  bis  majesty  on  the  question  proposed 
to  his  majesty's  minister  at  the  Hague  by  Mr.  Adams, 
minister  from  the  United  Slates,  respecting  the  ordina- 
tion of  American  candidates  for  holy  orders  in  the 
episcopal  church,  commonly  called  the  church  of 
England. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  trans- 
mit  to  the  executives  of  the  several  states  copies  of 
Mr.  Adams's  letter  of  the  22d  day  of  April,  1784,  as 
well  as  of  the  papers  therein  enclosed  relative  to  epis- 
copal ordination. 
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MARCH  22,  1785. 

The  secretary  for  foreigD  affairs  reported  the  follow* 
ing  commission  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  which  the  seal  was 
affixed. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled— To  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Thomas 
Jefferson,  esquire,  send  greeting. 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
integrity,  prudence  and  ability,  have  nominated,  con- 
stituted and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do 
nbminate,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said  Tho- 
mas Jefferson,  our  minister  plenipotentiary  to  reside 
at  the  court  of  his  most  christian  majesty ;  and  do 
give  yoQ  full  power  and  authority  there  to  represent  us, 
and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  matters  and  things  as 
to  the  said  place  or  office  doth  appertain,  or  as  may  by 
our  instructions  be  given  unto  you  in  charge.  This 
commission  to  continue  in  force  for  the  space  of  three 
years  from  this  day,  unless  sooner  revoked. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness, 
his  excellency  Richard  Henry  Lee,  President,  a4 
the  city  of  New  York,  this  tenth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and 
of  our  sovereignty  and  independence,  the  ninth. 
(Signed) 
[i,.s.]  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 

Attest,  Charles  Thomson. 


6tt  SECRXT  JOURHAL.  [April  tf  , 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  farther  reported  the 
draft  of  a  letter  of  credence,  which  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

GREAT  AND  BELOTED  FRIEND, 

We,  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, having  complied  with  the  request  of  doctor 
Benjamin  Franklin  for  leave  to  return  to  this  country, 
have  appointed  Thomas  Jefferson,  esquire,  to  succeed 
him  as  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  your  majesty^s 
court;  and  we  beseech  your  majesty  to  give  entire 
credit  to  whatever  he  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  espe- 
cially  when  he  shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our 
friendship.     We  pray  God  to  keep  your  majesty  under 
his  holy  protection. 
Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  the  tenth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  of  our  sove- 
reignty and  independence,  the  ninth. 
By  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.    Your  good 
friends. 

RICHARD  HENRY  LEE,  President. 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

APRIL  18,  1785. 

On  a  report  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  to  him  from  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Netherlands,  of  the  36th 
ultimo,  and  two  commissions  from  the  states  general, 
dated  the  17th  day  of  December,  1784,  one  appointing 
Herman  Le  Roy,  to  be  their  consul  for  New  York  and 


fif^w  J^ey*  to  ^e^de  fi,t  Hew  YQi^)f^j^n4  ih/e  othjernp- 
poiQtiDg  Jan  Heodricfc  Christian  Heii^iBf  to  jbe  ^h^t 
(Cpjips^  for  Penn§yLvfinja  and  ^oi^  Ujne  river  Delaware, 
tp  Tfisi^e  %t  ^bilM^lpbid; 

j^e^olv^y  T^9^  ^e  paid  cpmyEpiaiioos  be  regUiere4 
ifi  ^be  9tqretj^y^^  office^  jaad  that  thereupon  acts  of  re* 
«$;ogni|Lion  in  due  form  b«  yi^ipediately  idsued  to  tbe 
MigLieB  in  qqesUoni  in  ,prder  .that  they  may  fumi^sb  ,tbe 
^id  consuls  resfitectively  with  their  e^equatyr  qr  noti* 
fiio^tipn  of  their  quality,  that  tbf  f^anie  may  t^e  made 
Jj^&^p^nip  and  published^ 

'HAY  11)  1785. 

■Pp  tb®  repc^rt  ^f  tbe  feci:e(ary  ffpr  [forego  ,^BkitSf  ac* 
jC^ogipAniied  with, a  letter  of  tbe  9 tb  of  April,  from  U^t 
^ar^  ^Q|i  afl^ires  pfPr^fice,  aiid,a  tcooyni^^ion  from 
^s  ^o^txbijistian  majesty,  appointing  tbejiiqar  ][gna* 
J^t^  Ron^in. Chevalier  P'Avistay.de  Cbatec^urortto  be 
,Qon^Vll  qf  France  for  tbe  states  of  IJ^qrtb  Carolina, 
JSoqlb  Qairolipa  ^  ^^Qr&ia,  to  i^s^le  prdi^iaxily  at 
fib^rleston, 

IV^sotlv^dy  That  tbe  said  commission  be  jragi^^red 
4q (tbe  secretary's  o$ce,  and  that  thereupon  sin  aqtof 
.l!CQO£i^>tioQ  in  dtie  form  be  immediately  issued  to  tbt 
,^ta^^s  ifiqueation,  ip  order  that  they  may  furni/ib  the 
..l^id  consul  with^their  exequatur  or  notifici|t^m  of  bis 
(quality,  Ibfit  tbe,4amemay  be  madeJuu)|vn  ap^j>iib- 
4i»bed. 

Tbe  committee,  consisting  of  MnKing,  Mr«  9fon- 
.roe  ^fid  B|r«  iJqbnson,  tQ  whopa  was  ref^r^ed  a  report 
pf  .tbe  seccetftry  for.for^jgnaftiirs  on  tbe  jEi>U9Vi<^  pi^« 
VOL.  111.  70 
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ragraph  in  the  letter  of  the  9th,  from  the  charge  des 
affaires  of  France : 

^^  As  I  must  return  without  delay  to  New  Yoilc,&iid 
^<  as  the  bnsiness  of  the  consulate  must  not  be  inter- 
**  rupted,  my  brother  will  do  the  duties  here  during 
*'  my  absence  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  the  coii- 
*'  sul  of  Charleston  have  been  done  to  this  time  by  the 
«  vice  consul  of  Georgia  ;  I  must  therefore  beg,  sir, 
^<  that  you  will  procure  me  a  resolution  of  Congress  to 
*^  that  effect,  and  a  requisition  to  the  states  of  Penn- 
^^  sylvania  and  Delaware  for  his  exequatur,  and  nott- 
<*  fication  of  the  character  of  Pierre  Francois  Barbe 
^de  Marbois,  jun.  as  yitt  consul  for  the  states  of 
^*  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,"  report, 

That  on  the  14th  day  of  September,  1781,  it  was 
reiolved  by  Congress,  ^*  That  until  the  ratification  of 
*^  some  convention  between  bis  most  christian  majesty 
<^and  the  United  States  concerning  vice  consalar 
^  power,  every  rice  consul  of  his  most  christian  ma- 
*<  jesty  shall,  upon  the  application  of  the  consul  ap- 
**  pointiog  him  to  the  supreme  executive  power  of  the 
^<  state  to  which  he  may  be  sent,  receive  the  exequatur 
^*  in  the  like  form  with  the  exequatur  delivered  to  the 
<^  consul,  mutatis  mutandis ;  and  thereupon  the  same 
*<  proceedings  shall  be  had  with  respect  to  publica- 
*<  tion ;"  and  although  subsequent  to  this  resolution,  on 
the  11th  February,  17B4,  five  brevets  for  vice  consuls 
of  France  were  presented  to  Congress,  and  registered 
in  the  office  of  their  secretary,  and  acts  of  recognition 
thereupon  issued  to  the  states  concerned  in  order  that 
tbey  might  be  respectively  furnished  with  their  exe- 
quatur, or  notification  of  their  quality,  ii  appears  that 
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they  were  ftppoiated  immediately  by  his  most  christian 
majesty,  and  therefore  not  within  the  provision  of  the 
resolve  of  the  14th  September,  1781  f  and  as  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  not  ratified  any  convention  between 
them  and  hit  most  christian  majesty  concerning  vice 
consnlar  power,  and  the  resolve  of  the  14th  September, 
1781,  aforesaid,  establishes  a  mode  for  the  recognition 
and  notification  of  vice  consuls  of  France,  appointed 
by  any  consul  of  that  nation,  which  mode  is  to  be  ob* 
served  until  snch  convention  may  be  ratified,  the  com* 
mittee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
vary  from  the  mode  therein  established,  until  the  rati- 
fication of  such  consular  convention. 
Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 


MAY  25,  1785. 

Resolved,  That  the  commission  of  Richard  Soder- 
Strom,  as  consul  of  the  Swedish  nation,  at  Boston,  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  be  registered  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  Congress ;  and  that  thereupon  an 
act  of  necognitioo  in  doe  fonn  be  immediately  issued 
to  the  commonwealth  of  IMkssachusetts,  in  order  that 
they  may  fiirnish  the  said  Richard  Soderstrom  with 
^eir  exequatur  or  notification  of  his  quality,  that  the 
same  may  be  made  known  and  published. 

JUNE  14,  1785. 

A  letter  from  his  most  christian  majesty  having  been 
laid  before  Congress,  announcing  the  birth  of  a  sonf 
the  duke  of  Normandy,  in  the  following  words: 


TRK8  CBERS  GRANDS  AMIS  ET  ALLIS'S, 

Nous  nam  empreMons  de  vous  ittf^olraier  que  la  ttkm 
notre  vAb  chere  epoase  aloik  atyourcPkiiy  an  nltode 
QD  priace  que  doqs  avons  ncMomi  cko  de  NdroMMU^^ 
lio4a  R^  doijtdris  pas  qve  toqs  n^  partagier  bi^o  8tfi< 
cM^nent  la  iatkfaction  que  nous  caufse  eet  betll^tif 
bvfedemf  at  et  rovii  devez  ^tre  bieh  coavativcos  da  piai* 
tfv  aviic  Ifeqiiel  nocisreeavroDS  ces  tenliolgiiagca  qae  vontf 
now  ed  dinnterez^  Nous  eh  avons  uti  bi^a  ve^ilaUe 
A  Mmii  cette  occisibo  poiir  tous  fenomrdler  ces  aa- 
ayrtfieis  d6  notre  affddion  et  de  notre  cooslant!^  asii^ 
tie  pour  vous.  Sar  ce  aoae  prJovaDiauqu'tl  voor ai(| 
tfte  cbeh  amis  et  alliea  en  sa  sainie  et^gie  f^atd^ 

Ecrit  a  Versailles,  ce  27  Mars,  1785.     Votre  bon 

ami  et  alli^. 

LOUIS. 

CktitbiR  Bi  Vsaeaairaa. 

To  tfiis,  Congress  returned  the  following  ariswdr. 

MBifT)  WMVttim,  AHD  BBUrTBD  #itiailD  AVD  ARI^T, 

We  H^v^  received  th^  letter  whibb  your  ttidj^s^^  8ii 
iii  ihi  iidHoiit  to  i^rite  on  (be  d7th  March  Ikit 

f  Ue  Aa^nanimity  of  Jrotif  cbndiict  towards  6i  in  tM 
a^y  df  oar  distress,  ^itl  ^fw^ys  lead  ti^  lb  c<yndid^ 
every  event  as  fortunate  which  eldd^  b  thfe  dotoie^tf^ 
felicity  of  your  family  and  the  general  happiness  of 
your  people. 

We  consider  the  birth  of  a  prince  as  conducing  to 
ftd%  tbes^e  d^sfa*abK  objects^  and  wi^  p^s^At  ib  your 
tfliijeisty  hnd  ilhi  qbdeU  <Mrtr  iiiUcere  cori|;rAt^lattob8  ^ 
that  jdy^^G^¥iiifi. 


md.}  rmciaif  AFT  Am&  m 

Permit  os  to  assure  ydtr  majesty  of  tmt  unceasing 

gratitude  and  attaehment^  and  of  the  sinoeriiy  wit& 

Irbich  lire  pray  that  the  Ahnighty  may  alwajrs  keep 

3^00  and  yours  in  his  Mtj  protdetion. 

Done  at  Ne^  Yo^k,  the  14tk  day  of  June,  1786.  By 

the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled.    T^or 

majesty's  fbitfarul  friends  arid  aNie4# 

JUNE  17,  1785. 

The  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Howell^  Mr.  Hoi* 
ten  and  Mr.  M^Henry,  to  whom  was  referred  part  of 
a  report  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  on  a  letter 
frtna  d6n  Diego  G^fio^i^  pienipotentiaty  charge  des 
ifikires  of  his  catbolick  majesty^  having  reported  the 
Mtowing  ceremonial  for  the  reception  of  the  said  ple« 
nipolehttti^y  charge  des  aflbif^st 

At  Sikh  time  as  may  be  appointed  by  Oongrn^  for 
a  publiek  reception,  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs 
will  conduct  him  to  Congress  chamber  to  a  aeiit  to  be 
placed  for  him,  and  announce  him  to  Congress,  the 
President  and  members  keeping  their  seats^  and  re- 
maining covered*  His  commission  and  letters  of  ere* 
dencc  are  then  to  be  delivered  to  the  secretary  of  Goo* 
gress,  who  shall  read  a  translation  of  them  to  be  pre- 
pared by  the  secretary  for  foreign  atfairs  from  the  co- 
pies to  be  left  with  the  President.  He  may  then  be 
at  liberty  to  speak,  and  if  he  please,  to  deliver  to  the 
secretary  of  Congress,  in  writing,  what  be  may  think 
proper  to  Congress  {  and  the  secretary  for  foreign  af- 
tairs  will  inform  him  that  Congress  will  take  what  be 
may  say  into  consideration,  and  through  him  will  com* 
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municate  whatever  answer  tbey  may  retoWe  opoo* 
When  he  retires,  he  shall  be  reconducted  by  the  sec* 
retary  for  foreign  afiairs,  who  will  intimate  to  him  tkat 
a  visit  will  be  expected  by  every  member  of  Congrtssi 
and  that  the  members  not  present  at  the  time  of  the 
pnbfick  reception  will,  in  like  manner,  on  their  arrival, 
expect  the  first  visit  from  him*  While  'in  the  Con* 
gress  chamber  he  shall  be  uncovered. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  referred  to  the 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  take  order. 

JUNE  23,  1785. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs^  io  whom  was  re* 
ferred  his  letter  of  the  Idth  of  May,  having  reported 
that  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  advisable  to  permit 
him  the  said  secretary.  4o  write  a  letter  of  the  follow- 
ing tenor,  in  cypbtr*  and  by  a  private  hand,  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  London: 

SIR, 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  this  letter  wiR  find  yon 
in  London.  The  manner  of'your  reception  at  that 
court,  an8  its  temper,  views  and  disposition  respecting 
American  objects,  are  matters  concerning  which  parti* 
cular  information  might  be  no  less  useful  than  it  is  in* 
teresting.  Your  letters  will,  I  am  persuaded,  remove 
all  suspense  on  those  points. 

While  men  or  states  are  influenced  by  their  passion! 
and  their  interests,  alternately,  without  having  reduced 
the  pursuit  of  either  to  system,  it  is  impossible  to  pre* 


19850  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS.  550 

diet  which  of  (hose  motives  will  preponderate  on  cer- 
tain occasions,  and  under  certain  combinations  of  cir^ 
comstances* 

Hence  it  is  uncertain  bow  far  and  in  what  instances 
^e  national  ill  temper  of  Britain  towards  this  country 
may  lead  that  kingdom  to  gratify  it  at  the  expense  of 
a  more  conciliating  and  advantageous  policy* 

It  is  well  known  that  these  countries,  prior  to  the 
-late  war,  carried  on  a  valuable  trade  with  Honduras 
and  Campeachy,  and  employed  above  one  hundred 
vessels  in  exchanging  at  the  English  settlements  beef, 
pork,  and  other  kinds  of  provisions,  for  logwood,  ma- 
hogany, sarsaparilla,  &c.  It  being  the  policy  of  Spain 
to  keep  other  nations  at  a  distance  from  thenr  Ameri- 
can  dominions,  she  beholds  these  settlements  with  pain 
and  jealousy.  The  uneasiness  which  subsists  at  pre- 
sent between  those  two  nations  on  that  subject  seems 
to  offer  us  an  opportunity  of  negotiating  with  the  Eng- 
lish for  a  participation  in  their  rights  to  cut  logwood, 
or  at  least  to  trade  with  them  there  as  formerly.  They 
nay  perhaps  think  it  expedient  to  strengthen  their 
footing  in  those  parts  by  interesting  us  in  the  advanta- 
ges resulting  from  their  continuing  to  maintain  it.  It 
would  not  be  difficult  for  you  to  sound  the  minister  so 
effectually  and  yet  circumspectly  on  this  head,  as  to 
enable  yourself  to  discern  his  disposition  and  senti- 
ments on  the  one  hand,  and  yet  avoid  committing  either 
Congress  or  yourself  on  the  other.  As  the  experi- 
ment whether  successful  or  not  can  cost  little,  as  in 
the  one  event  it  may  produce  good,  and  in  the  other 
no  inconveniences  can  follow,  I  think  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  make  it. 


Mi  9mN^  HHJfVUt^  ummt 

Varioui  4^o»»idec^Uw?,  pf  which  I  m^  isnm  yw  9n 
ftppri3e<},  render  it  n^c^ff af/  Itp  9K»pa^  this  paito 
with  caution  and  secrecy^  as  well  on  acco^At  pf  thos^ 
wUb  whpoi  you  have  to  negotiate,  as  of  ibofe  who  ipay 
e?entuany  be  affected,  or  tbipk  (be^selvpi  so,  by  ikp 
issue.  The  English  and  their  minisler  do  not  lij^e  ^^ 
and  you  know  dislike  or  disgust,  whether  well  or  itf 
founded,  always  oppose  and  freqijKeatly  eKcl«de  both 
confidence  and  candour,  jn  such  cases  th^srefore  coft- 
iUnt  provision  and  much  oircumspection  are  requisitsu 
Yovr  knowledge  of  Spain  and  the  poljlical  r/slatioii  i^ 
which  she  stands  to  us  and  to  others  rn^ke  k  unpecea* 
nary  to  observe,  that  the  meajsure  in  question  W4>i)ld,  if 
known,  eaeet  with  strong  if  not  open  pppo^ilion  Croqii 
Miat  and  probably  from  other  quarters. 

I  shall  write  apojLher  official  letter  to  ypu  by  this^jpp- 
veyance,  and  am,  with  great  respect  /sod  esl^ees,  ^ 

The  foregoing  report  aad  letter  jbeipg  road«— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howell, 

Resolved,  That  the  aaoie  be  referred  to  tbe  A^creiih 
ry  for  foreign  affiiirs  to  take  order* 

After  some  time  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
^seconded  by  Mr.  Holten,  to  reco&sider  the  reaptuticyi 
referring  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  his  reppst 
and  the  proposed  letter  to  take  order;  and  after  de- 
bate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  mo* 
tion  for  reconsideration  be  postponed  iiU  io-morrow  *, 
and  that  in  the  mean  while  the  seccetary  .of  Congreas 
suspend  the  transmission  of  the  cesohHAoa. 


IWn] 
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JUNE  94,  1785. 

Congress  resamed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  for 
reconsideration ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  re- 
consider, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Pinkney — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Foster, 
Mr*  Long, , 


Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

VOL.  III. 


Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  King, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Cook, 

Mr*  Johnson, 

Mr.  Lawrance, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Lansing, 

Mr.  Houston, 
Mr.  Stewart, 

Mr.  Gardner, 
Mr.  W.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jackson, 

Mr.  J,  Henry, 
Mr.  Hindman, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Grayson, 

71 


ij:l 


At. 


^J;|d.yid». 

^J;  J  Divided. 


Ay. 


At. 
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South  Carolina^      Mr.  Pinckney, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Kean, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Houstoun,        Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Habersham,     Ay.  5  ^^• 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  to  repeal 
the  resolution  referring  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  af- 
fairs the  proposed  letter  to  take  order.  But  it  being 
contended  that  the  determination  to  reconsider  in* 
volved  a  repeal  of  the  resolution,  and  this  being  ac- 
quiesced in  by  the  house,  the  motion  for  repealing 
was  withdrawn. 


JUNE  28,  1785. 

The  President  having  received  from  don  Diego 
Gardoqui,  and  laid  before  Congress,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
of  credence  from  his  catholick  majesty,  announcing, 
that  he  has  named  don  Diego  Gardoqui  to  reside  near 
Congress,  in  quality  of  his  encargado  de  negocios ;  and 
a  copy  of  a  commission  giving  to  the  said  encargado 
de  negocios  plenipotentiary  powers  to  treat  in  behalf 
of  his  majesty  with  any  person  or  persons  vested  with 
equal  powers  by  the  United  Slates — 

Resolved,  That  don  Diego  Gardoqui  be  received 
as  encargado  de  negocios  of  his  catholick  majesty,  and 
that  he  be  admitted  to  a  publick  audience  in  Congress, 
^n  Saturday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 
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JULY  2,  1785. 

According  to  order,  don  Diego  Gardoqui,  encarga- 
do  de  negocios  of  Spain,  was  admitted  to  an  audience.. 

Being  introduced  by  the  secretary  for  foreign  aflfairs, 
and  announced  to  Congress,  be  delivered  a  letter  of 
credence  from  his  catholick  majesty,  a  translation  of 
which  was  read  as  follows  : 


To  our  great  and  well  beloved  friends  the  United 
States  of  North  America. 

GREAT  AND  WELL  BELOVED  FRIENDS, 

Desiring  to  give  you  proofs  of  the  good  will  andT 
consideration  with  which  we  regard  you,  and  to  pro- 
vide that  our  respective  subjects  should  enjoy  from 
their  mutual  intercourse  and  commerce  all  the  benefits 
which  can  be  produced  thereby,  I  have  named  the 
commissary  of  my  royal  armies,  don  Diego  Gardoqui, 
to  go  and  reside  near  you  in  quality  of  my  encargadd 
de  negocios,  on  account  of  the  satisfaction  I  have  in 
his  good  conduct.  I  hope  he  will  avail  himself  of  it  to 
render  himself  acceptable  ;  and  that  you  will  give  en« 
tire  faith  and  credit  to  all  that  in  my  name  he  shall  say 
to  you ;  and  that  you  will  admit  and  treat  him  in  a  man- 
ner consistent  with  your  good  correspondence.  I  pray 
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God,  great  and  well  beloved  friendB,  to  preserve  yoa 
in  bis  holy  keeping. 
St.  Ildefonso,  27  September,  1784. 

Your  good  friend, 
(Signed)  CARLOS. 

(Underneath) 

JOSSPH   MOHIVO. 

He  also  delivered  a  commission  from  bis  catbolick 
majesty  giving  him  the  said  don  Diego  Gardoqai,  en- 
cargadode  negocios  near  Congress,  full  power  to  treat 
with  the  person  or  persons  whom  the  Congress  shall 
equally  authorize,  and  adjust  and  sign  whatever  arti- 
cles,  compacts  and  conventions  may  be  conducive  to 
the  regulations  of  the  points  therein  alluded  to,  and  of 
others  which  shall  be  conducive  to  the  enjoyment  of 
those  important  and  beneficial  objects;  and  that  there 
may  always  be  and  subsist  a  good  understanding, 
friendship  and  union  between  the  crown  of  Spain  and 
the  United  States  of  North  America,  with  a  promise  to 
approve,  ratify  and  fulfil  whatsoever  shall  be  by  him 
stipulated  and  signed. 

The  translation  of  this  being  read  to  Congress,  the 
encargado  de  negocios  addressed  Congress  as  follows : 

MR.    PRESIDENT, 

It  gives  me  very  sensible  pleasure  from  the  manner 
by  which  I  am  honoured,  that  the  same  disposition 
prevails  here  which  induced  my^royal  master  to  send 
me  hither. — Permit  me  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  my  best 
endeavours  shall  no(  be  wanting  to  render  the  continu- 
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mDce  and  issue  of  my  mission  as  satisfactory  to  both 
todntries  as  this  commencement  will,  T  hope,  give 
pleasure  to  the  king  my  master,  and  is  agreeable  to 
me. 

This  speech  being  referred  to  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  to  report  an  answer,  on  the  6th  July  he 
reported  the  following  answer,  to  be  given  by  him. 

OflSce  for  Foreign  Affairs,  July  4,  1785. 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Congress,  I  have 
the  honour  to  assure  you,  that  they  consider  the  cha- 
racter of  the  gentleman  whom  his  catholick  majesty 
has  charged  with  his  afiairs  here,  as  evincive  of  his  ma- 
jesty's friendly  disposition  towards  the  United  Slates  ; 
that  they  entertain  a  similar  disposition,  and  will  on 
every  occasion  unite  with  you  in  endeavouring  to  ren* 
der  the  continuance  and  issue  of  your  mission  satisfac- 
tory to  both  countries  and  agreeable  to  yourself. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  answer  be  referred  to  the 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  take  order. 

On  the  8lh  July  the  encargado  de  negocios  of  Spain 
returned  the  following  answer  to  the  secretary  for  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs. 


New  York,  July  8,  1785. 


SIR, 


I  have  received  with  pleasure  the  letter  which  you 
were  pleased  to  write  me  the  7th  instant,  in  which 
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by  order  of  Coogress,  you  assure  me  of  the  satiifec- 
tion  they  derive  from  the  friendly  disposition  of  the 
king,  my  master,  towards  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  same  will  induce  them  to  contribute  to  render  the 
result  satisfactory  to  both  countries ;  with  respect  to 
which  I  am  authorized  by  full  powers  to  treat  and 
agree  upon  the  points  necessary  to  be  ad^sted  as. be- 
ing neighbouring  powers,  and  who  must  have  common 
interests  and  constant  inducements  to  communication 
and  intercourse.  Of  this  commendable  work  I  am  ready 
to  make  a  beginning.  I  shall  thank  you  to  communi- 
cate this  to  Congress,  in  order  that  if  it  appear  proper, 
they  may  [make]  such  arrangements  on  their  part  as 
they  may  think  convenient,  and- communicate  them  to 
me. 

I  have  the  honour,  Sic. 

(Signed)  DIEGO  DE  GARDOQUL 


JULY  5,  1785. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  the  United  Netherlands;  and  the 
ballots  being  taken, 

John  Rutledge,  esquire,  was  unanimously  elected, 
having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Holten. 

-JULY   13,  1785. 

The  secretary  to  the  United  States  of  America  for 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs  having  communicated 
to  Congress  a  note  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
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of  i}ie  United  Netherlands,  accompanied  with  two  com* 
miiftions  from  their  high  mightinesses  the  lords  the 
states  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  one  appoint** 
ing,  Adriaan  Valk  to  be  their  consul  for  Blarjiand  and 
Virginia,  to  reside  at  Baltimore,  and  the  other  appoint- 
ing Jan  Boonen  Graves,  to  be  their  consul  for  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  reside  at 
Charleston, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissions  be  registered 
in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  Congress ;  and  that 
thereupon  atts  of  recognition  in  due  form  be  imme- 
diately issued  to  the  states  in  question,  in  order  that 
they  may  furnish  the  said  consuls  respectively  with 
their  exequatur  or  notification  of  their  quality,  that  the 
tame  may  be  made  known  and  published. 

JULY  14,  1785. 

The  secretary  to  the  United  States  of  America  for 
the  department  of  foreign  afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
his  letter  of  the  12tlK,  enclosing  a  letter  of  the  17(h  of 
April,  from  Mr.  Thomas  Barclay,  containing  a  request 
for  permission  to  return  to  America,  having  reported, 

That  for  the  reasons  urged  by  Mr.  Barclay,  collec- 
tively considered,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  permit 
him  to  come  over  next  fall,  and  return  early  in  the 
spring ;  and  that  the  secretary  for  the  department  of 
foreign  afiairs  be  directed  to  write  to  him  accordingly— - 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 
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Oa  tb«  report  of  the  secretaiy  for  fereigo  afikt,  oa 
a  letter  of  the  2SUi  October,  1784,  from  Jdm  Mandto 
Fintardt  commercial  agent  of  Congreis  at  Madeira, 
requestiog  leave  of  absence  for  four  or  Are  flaonths, 

Resolved,  That  iir*  Piutard  have  the  leave  he  re^ 
qeestf. 

JULY  20,  1785. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Gerrjr,  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mi;.  Johnson,  to  whom  waa 
referred  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  enclosing  one  of  the  same  date  from 
don  Diego  de  Gardoqui, 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  John  Jay,  secretary 
to  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs,  be  and  he  hereby  is  invested  with  full 
powers  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
treat,  adjust,  conclude  and  sign  with  don  Diego  de 
Gardoqui,  encargado  de  negocios  of  his  catholick 
majesty,  whatever  articles,  compacts  and  conventions 
may  be  necessary  for  establishing  and  fixing  the  boun- 
daries between  the  territories  of  the  said  United  States 
and  those  of  his  catholick  majesty,  and  for  promoting 
the  general  harmony  and  mutual  interest  of  the  two 
nations. 

That  the  secretary  of  Congress  report  the  torn  of 
a  commission  for  the  secretary  to  the  United  Sta'tes  of 
America  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  sioi^ar 
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in  substancle  to  the  commission*  of  don  Diego  de  Gar- 
doqui  for  the  parposes  mentioned. 

•  The  comminioii  of  doD  Diego  de  Gardoqoi  above  referred  to,  li  as 
•foUowB:  ' 


(a    TRAVtLATIOK.) 

Don  Carlos,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  CastDe,  of  LeoD,  of  Ar- 
tagOQ,  of  the  two  SSciHes,  of  Jerusalem,  of  Navarre,  of  Grenada, 
of  Toledo,  of  Valencia,  of  Galicia,  of  Mallorca,  of  Seville,  of  Sar- 
dinia, of  Cordova,  of  Corsica,  of  Murcia,  of  Jaeo,  of  the  Algarves,  of 
Algesira,  of  Gibraltar,  of  tiie  Canary  Islands,  of  the  East  and  West  In- 
dies, islands  and  terra  firma,  of  the  ocean  sea ;  archduke  of  Austria) 
duke  of  Burgundy,  Bravant  and  Milan,  count  of  Apsburg,  of  FlanderS| 
Tirol,  and  Barcelona,  lord  of  Biscay  and  of  MoKna,  Sic. :  Whereas 
there  are  many  and  extensive  territories  in  North  America  appertain- 
ing to  my  crown  and  bordering  on  others  of  the  United  States  of  the 
same  America,  it  is  very  convenient  to  estabfish  and  fix  the  respective 
limits,  and  to  regulate  those  other  points  on  which  between  firiendly 
powers  and  nations  it  is  always  convenient  and  necessary  to  have  es- 
tablished regulations,  b  order  to  obviate  all  difi^rences ;  the  good  cor- 
respondeoce  and  harmony  which  subsists  between  us  and  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  and  the  mtercourse  and  commerce  which  our 
respective  subjects  have  with  each  other,  requiring  that  the  boundaries 
which  shall  continue  in  future  should  be  regulated  in  the  most  positive 
and  notorious  manner :  Wherefore,  having  entire  satisfaction  and  coafl- 
dence  in  you,  don  Diego  de  Gardoqui,  commissary  of  my  armfes,  charg- 
ed withtny  afiairs  near  the  Congress  of  the  said  states,  on'accoontof 
your  capacity,  understanding  and  xeal,  I  have  conferred  upon  you  full 
power,  that  with  the  person  or  persons  whom  the  said  states  or  their 
Congress  shall  equally  authorize,  you  treat,  adjust  and  sign  whatever  ar- 
ticles, compacts  and  conventions  may  be  conducive  to  the  regulation  of 
the  points  heron  alluded  to,  and  of  others  which  shall  be  conducive  to 
tiie  enjoyment  of  those  important  and  beneficial  objects,  and  that  there 
may  always  be  and  subsist  a  good  understanding,  friendship  and  union, 
between  the  crown  of  Spain  and  the  United  States  of  North  America. 
I  pronuse  on  my  royal  word  to  approve,  ratify  and  fulfil,  and  cause  to 
be  observed  and  fuUUted  exactly  and  entirely  whatsoever  shall  be  by 
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That  the  secretary  to  the  United  States  of  Ameritsa 
for  the  department  of  foreign  al9hirs  be  and  he  is  berOf 
by  instructed,  previous  to  his  making  propositiom  to 
don  Diego  de  Gardoqui,  or  agreeing  with  him  in  any 
article,  compact  or  convention,  to  commiinicate  to  Con* 
gress  the  propositions  to  be  made  or  received  relative 
to  such  article,  compact  or  convention. 

JULY  21,  1T85. 

On  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  Congress,  the  fol* 
lowing  form  of  a  commission  to  Mr.  Jay  was  agreed 
to. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled — To  all 
who  shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting. 

His  catholick  migesty  having  by  his  encargado  de 
liegocios  near  Congress  ezpreMed  his  desire  to  treat 
and  agree  with  the  United  States  of  America  upon  the 
points  necessary  to  be  adjusted,  as  being  neighbour- 
ing powers,  and  who  must  have  common  interests  and 
constant  inducements  to  conununication  and  inter* 
course,  and  having  for  that  purpose  granted  plenipo* 
tentiary  powers  to  don  Diego  de  Gardoqui,  bis  said 

jQQ  stipulated  an4  ligned.  In  faith  whereof!  have  cained  to  be  deft- 
patched  these  preteots,  signed  with  1117  hand,  sealed  witib  my  privy  sea]^ 
smA  certified  by  my  imderwritteo  counsellor  of  >tate,  my  first  secietaiy 
for  the  despatches  of  state,  at  St  Ddefonso,  the  twenty-eere&th  of  S^* 
tembec>  one  thousand  seven  hmdred  and  eig^ty-fofir. 

I,  THE  fflUG. 
lotmrm  Mo  vivo. 
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encargado  de  negocios  near  Congress  ^  and  we  being 
•qnally  desirous  of  promoting  the  general  barmony  and 
mutual  interests  of  the  two  nations :  For  these  causes 
and  other  good  considerations  thereto  moving,  we, 
reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integ* 
rity,  prudence  and  ability  of  our  tnisly  and  beloved 
John  Jay,  secretary  to  the  United  States  of  America 
for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  have  nominated, 
constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do 
nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  him  the  said  John  Jay 
our  plenipotentiary  ;  giving  and  granting  to  him  full 
powers  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America  to 
treat,  adjust,  conclude  and  sign  with  the  saididon  Diego 
4e  Gardoqni,  encargado  de  negocios  of  his  catholick 
majesty,  vested  with  similar  powers,  whatever  artiolesi 
compacts  and  conventions  may  be  necessary  for  estab- 
lishing and  fixing  the  boundaries  between  the  territo- 
ries of  the  said  United  States  and  those  of  his  catholick 
majesty,  and  for  promoting  the  general  harmony  and 
mutual  interest  of  the  two  nations  ;  and  we  do  hereby 
promise  in  good  faith  to  approve,  ratify  and  fulfil,  and 
cause  to  be  observed  and  fulfilled,  exactly  and  entirely ,' 
whatsoever  shall  be  by  him  our  said  plenipotentiary 
stipulated  and  signed  as  aforesaid. 

Jn  te&tkneny  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Wit- 
ness, his  excellency  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Presi- 
dent, this  twenty-fir^t  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,.one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  and  of  the  sovereignty  and  inde|>eodeaoe  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  the  teiith. 
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JULY  22,  1785. 

On  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  Francis  Dana, 

Resolved,  That  Francis  Dana,  esquire,  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  fifty-one 
ninetieths,  on  account  of  the  charges  of  postage  accru- 
ed whilst  he  was  in  a  publick  character  in  Europe. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Francis  Dana, 
esquire,  the  further  sum  of  three  hundred  and  eleven 
dollars  and  twenty-three  ninetieths,  on  account  of  tra- 
veiling  expenses  whilst  in  a  publick  character,  and  a 
loss  sustained  by  him  on  the  sale  of  a  carriage  intended 
for  his  reception  at  the  court  of  Petersburg. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hardy, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dana  be  allowed  bis  necessary 
expense  for  a  private  secretary  whilst  on  his  embassy 
to  the  court  of  Petersburg. 

AUGUST  3,  1785. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Grayson,  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  King,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  report  of  the  paymaster  general  on  a  note 
from  the  charge  des  affaires  of  bis  most  christian  ma* 
jesty. 

Resolved^  That  in  consideration  6f  the  peculiar 
circumstances  under  which  colonel  Radiere^  who  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  iii  the  year  1779, 
entered  the  service,  the  paymaster  general  be  and  he 
is  hereby  directed,  to  extend  to  this  case  the'benefit  of 
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the  resolution  of  April  10,  1780,  relative  to  depre--^ 
ciation. 

Resolved,  That  the  paymaster  general  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed,  to  settle  with  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  officers  who  did  not  belong  to  any  of  the  United 
States,  entitled  to  seven  years  half  pay,  under  the  ren 
solution  of  August  24th,  1780,  and  to  issue  to  them 
certificates  therefor. 

Resolved,  That  existing  resolutions  of  Congress 
sufficiently  provide  for  a  just  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  late  baron  de  Kalb ;  and  that  the  paymaster 
general  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  govern  him* 
self  accordingly. 

AUGUST  9,  1785. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
Ordered,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  re- 
port the  number  of  consuls  and  vice  consuls  necessary 
to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  and  the  foreign  ports  in 
which  they  should  respectively  reside. 

AUGUST  15,  1785. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  having  reported 
that  in  his  opinion  an  answer  of  the  following  tenor 
should  be  written  to  his  catholick  majesty,  and  sent  to 
the  American  charge  des  affaires  at  his  court  to  be  de- 
livered, viz. 

eRCAT  AND  WBLL  BELOVED  FRIEND, 

With  great  satisfaction  we  received  your  majesty's 
letter  of -the  37th  of  September  last,  which  was  pre- 
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0eoted  to  ut  by  don  Diego  de  Oardoqni,  your  encar- 
gado  de  negocios*  We  consider  bis  arrival  here  ia 
that  character,  as  a  proof  of  your  majesty^s  friand* 
ly  disposition  towards  us ;  and  we  receitred  bin 
m  a  manner  which  was  dictated  by  the  same  dispesi-^ 
lion  in  us  towards  your  majesty.  Permit  us  to  assure 
yoU}  that  we  entertain  the  most  sincere  wishes  for  your 
majesty's  health  and  happiness,  and  that  our  best  en-' 
deavours  shall  not  be  waatrng  to  ensure  and  perpetuate 
to  both  countries  the  blessings  of  concord,  mutual 
friendship  and  good  neighborhood.  We  pray  Crod^ 
great  and  well  beloved  friend,  to  preserve  you  hi  kis 
holy  keeping. 

By  us,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  at 
the  city  of  New  York,  the  IMh  August^  1785. 
Your  majesty's  good  friends. 

AUGUST  17,  1785. 
I 

On  a  report  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  aflfairs,  ac* 
companied  with  a  letter  of  the  10th  from  the  honoura- 
ble the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Nether- 
kndsy  and  a  commission  from  ttietr  high  migbtineaies 
the  lords:  the  atates  general  to  Diederick  Leertouwer, 
jappointtog  him  their  consul  for  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts,  to  reside  at  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commission  be  registered 
io  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  Congress ;  and  that 
thereupon  an  act  of  recognition  ia  due  fiorm:  be  imiBe*> 
diately  issued  to  the  states  in  question,  in  order  that 
they  may  furnish  the  said  consul  wiib  their  exequatur 
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or  nottficfttion  of  bis  quality^  that  the  0ame  may  be 
made  known  and  published* 


AUGUST  18,  1785. 

The  delegates  for  the  commonwealth  of  Massachu^ 
setts  having  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  Sth, 
from  bis  e^ccellency  the  governonr  of  that  state,  to« 
gelher  with  a  copy  of  letters  from  captain  Stanhope, 
commander  of  the  British  frigate  Mercury,  to  his  ex* 
cellency  James  Bowdoin,  esquire,  governour  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  bis  excellency's 
answers  to  the  two  first  of  thoae  letters — the  same  were 
referred  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  who  re- 
ported thereon*  The  letters  and  report  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Boston,  August  8^ 
1785. 

QBNTLEMEH, 

Whatever  concerns  the  honour  of  one  of  the  United 
States,  does  in  effect,  in  certain  cases,  concern  the 
honour  of  all  of  them* 

This  general  observation  applies  to  the  conduct  of 
captain  Stanhope,  commander  of  his  Britannick  roajes- 
ty^s  frigate  Mercury,  who,  apprehending  himself  insult- 
ed, applied  by  his  letter  to  me  for  redress*  In  which 
letter  he  ^^  recommends  to  me  to  adopt  such  measures, 
«^  as  may  discover  the  ringleaders  of  the  party  that 
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*' asiassinated  him."  See  letter  No.  1.*  Oa  receiv- 
ing it,  the  coancil  being  adjourned  to  a  distant  day,  I 
sent  for  the  only  gentlennan  of  that  board  in  town,  the 
honourable  Mr.  Adams,  with  whom  I  consulted  on  the 
affair.  In  consequence  of  the  consultation,  1  sent  cap- 
tain Stanhope  an  answer  the  same  day.  The  answer 
points  out  to  him  the  only  way  of  redress,  which  our 
laws  and  constitution  admits  and  which  I  myself  in  a 
like  case,  if  I  took  any,  must  have  taken.  See  letter 
No.  2.t 

*  The  letters  from  captain  Stanhope  were  on  the  cover  of  each  of 
them  thus  snpencribedt  ^^  On  his  Britannick  majesty^s  serrice—TQ 
*^  his  excellency  goremoar  Bowdoin,  &c»  &c.  &c.  Boston.^ 

No.  1. 
Mercnry,  Boston  Harbour,  Augiist  1, 1785. 

I  am  sorrj  to  be  obliged  to  represent  to  your  exceUeocy  the  continued 
insults  and  disgraceful  indignities  otkred  by  hundreds  in  this  town  to  me 
and  my  officers,  which  hitherto  we  have  winked  at,  as  wdl  as  the 
most  illiberal  and  indecent  language  with  which  the  newspapers  have 
been  filled ;  nor  should  I  have  troubled  you  now,  had  I  not  been  pmioed, 
and  my  life  at  well  as  that  of  one  of  my  officers  been  endangered  by 
the  violent^rage  6f  a  mob  yesterday  erening  without  provocatioa  of 
any  sort.  I  trust  it  needless  to  recommend  to  your  excellency  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  may  disrorer  the  ringleaders  of  the  party  that  as- 
sassinated me,  and  bring  them  to  pubhck  justice,  as  well  as  protect  ur 
horn  further  insult. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  excellency^s  obedient  humble  servant^ 

HENRY  STANHOPE. 
To  His  Excellency  Govemoir  Bowdoio,  &c.  &c.  &c.  ^ 

tNo.2. 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Boston,  August  1, 1785. 
Your  letter  of  this  date  is  now  before  me.  It  is  a  great  misfortune  that 
the  subjects  or  citizens  of  different  countries  which  have  been  at  enmity. 
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This  answer,  however,  did  not  comport  with  ca{^in 
Stanhope's  high  idea  of  himself,  who  seems  to  have 
thooght,  that  some  special  mode  of  process  was  due  to 
a  person  of  his  importance. 

.  In  consequence  of  that  idea,  and  after  two  days  con- 
sideration of  the  matter,  he  sent  me  a  letter,  which 
you  may  probably  think  may  be  justly  called  a  very 
insolent  one ;  in  which  (but  in  his  own  mode  of  ex- 
pression) he  declares,  I  gave  him  positive  assurance  of 
affording  him  and  his  officers  protection  ;  that  my  con- 
duct contradicted  that  assurance  and  his  expectations ; 
that  it  does  not  satisfy  him,  nor  does  credit  to  myself; 
that  he  never  received  a  letter  so  insulting  to  his 
senses,  and  that  it  was  an  evasion  of  his  requisition  ; 

cannot  eatil]^  Mcover  that  degree  of  good  hvmonr  which  should  indoce 
tbem  to  treat  each  oAer  with  proper  decorum,  when  the  govemneDts 
fo  which  thej  respectivelj  bdong  have  entered  mto  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  sheathed  the  sword.  But  yoa  must  have  observed  that  disturban- 
ces arising  from  tins  source  too  frequently  happen,  espedally  in  popu- 
lous seaport  towns.  If  you  have  been  insulted,  and  your  life  has  been 
endangered  b  manner  as  you  have  represented  to  me,  I  must  inform 
you,  that  our  laws  affi>rd  you  ample  satis&ction.  Foreigners  are  en- 
titled to  the  protection  pf  the  law  as  well  as  amenable  to  it,  equally 
with  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  while  they  continue  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  commonwealth.  Any  learned  practitioDer  of  the 
law,  if  applied  to,  wifl  direct  you  to  the  mode  of  legal  process  in  tiie 
obtaining  a  redress  of  injury,  if  you  have  been  injured,  and  the  judiciary 
courts  will  cause  due  inquiry  to  be  made  touching  riotous  and  unlawftil 
assembles  and  their  misdemeanours,  and  inflict  legal  punishment  on 
such  as  by  venfict  of  a  jury  may  be  found  guilty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JAMES  BOWDOIN. 
VOL.  III.  73 
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with  a  gte^i  deal  more  abuae,  both  expresied  aad 
implied.    See  letter  No.  3.* 

The  only  part  of  the  doclaration  it  concerns  Hie  to 
notice  is  that  in  which  my  conduct  is  said  to  have  con- 
tradicted the  assurance  I  had  given  him  of  protection- 

This  occasions  a  recurrence  to  two  conversations  I 
had  with  him,  within  a  few  days  after  his  arrival 
here.  From  which  time,  until  the  first  instant,  I  had 
been  as  I  presumed  in  the  good  graces  of  Mr.  Stan- 
hope.    In  one   of  those  conversations,   which  were 

•  No.  3. 
Mercury,  Boston  Harbour,  Aogoflt  2,  1785. 
(N.  B.  This  was  sent  August  3,  p.  m .) 

SIR, 

When  I  bad  the  honour  of  appljring  to  your  exoelleacj  to  ditcoant^ 
nance  tbe  disgraceful  attacks  made  upon  me  and  the  officers  of  bis  Britaii- 
nick  majesty^s  sbip  Mercury  under  my  command,  and  to  afford  us  your 
protection,  it  was  upon  your  positive  asiumnce  to  tbat  effect  in  their 
presence,  I  rested  my  hope.  How  much  your  ^conduct  contradicti 
both  that  and  my  expectation,  is  too  obvious  either  to  satisfy  ae  or 
even  to  do  credit  to  yourself.  For  your  exceUeocy  must  «xcase  me 
when  I  remark,  that  I  never  received  a  letter  so  iusultii^  to  ni^y  senses, 
as  your  answer  to  my  requisition  of  yesterday :  I  am  however  pleased 
in  finding  a  much  better  disposition  in  the  first  class  of  inhaUfantB, 
whose  assistance  I  am  happy  to  acknowledge  as  tbe  more  acceptable 
aAtr  yoar  apparent  evasion  from  the  substance  of  my  letter;  and  how- 
ever well  informed  your  excellency  may  believe  youcMlf  upon  the 
laws  and  custoBis  of  nations  in  similar  cases,  allow  me  to  assure  you, 
there  is  not  one,  no,  not  even  the  ally  of  these  states,  tbat  would  not 
most  severely  reprobate  either  tbe  want  of  energy  in  government,  or 
•dasincBnation  of  the  govemour  to  correct  such  notorious  nsiiMs  to  pi|b- 
Uck  eharacters,  in  winch  light  only  we  can  desire  to  be  received. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HENRT  STANHOPE. 
To  His  Excellency  Govemoar  Bowdoin. 
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principatly  rektive  to  the  recovery  of  a  favoarile  ser* 

vant,  who,  he  said,  had  deserted  from  him  about  a  year 
before,  be  medtioned  that  he  bad  been  informed,  he 
should  probably  meet  with  some  inauU  before  fait 
depiKwre,  and  said  he  should  rely  on  my  protection^ 
I  told  him  be  might  depend  on  ^very  protection  in 
my  power  to  afford  him ;  but  that  in  this  country,  as  in 
England,  tbe  law  is  every  man's  protection,  and  that 
he  would  be  as  much  entitled  to  it,^  during  his  stay 
here,  as  any  man  in  tbe  commonweaUb  f  and  in  con- 
Airmity  to  this  idea,  my  letter  to  him  was  written* 

I  have  here  memioned  bo  more  of  tbe  converaation- 
than  was  needful  to  afford  you  soae  idea  of  the  as- 
aurance,  be  says,  I  gave  htm  of  my  protection*  Bur 
in  tbe  course  of  it,  I  told  him  further^  that  be  must 
know  from  bis  own  observation^  that  in  large  seaport 
towns,  where  there  i»  a  resort  of  all  k}nds  of  people 
and  characters,  quarrels  and  disturbances  frequently 
happened;  and  that  tbe  seaport  towns  in  England 
were  rennarkable  lor  them.  That  he  must  be  sensible 
that  the  new  regulations  of  trade  in  England,  whicb> 
would  finally  operate  to  her  owe  detriment,  had  dis- 
gusted the  Americans  in  general,  and  had  induced 
them  to  take  measures  to  counteract  those  regulations  ;. 
and  therefore  it  wae  natural  to  expect  he  would  hear 
sentiments  thrown  out,  which  might  not  be  agreeable 
to  him ;  but  that  I  had  no  apprehension  that  any  in- 
sult would  be  offered  either  to  him  or  his  officers* 
These  observations,  and  many  more,  1  thought  proper 
to  make,,  which  a  man  of  any  discernment,  and  of  the 
least  goodness  of  disposition,  might  have  applied  to 
bis  own  benefit ;   and  to  the  exciting  and  promoting. 
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good  humour  in  the  people  among  whom  he  happened 
to  be. 

As  be  says  my  conduct  contradicted  his  expectations, 
h  is  probable  he  expected  a  proclamation  should  have 
been  issued.  This  measure  was  thought  of,  but  I  did 
not  think  the  occasion  required  it.  His  conduct  for 
three  days  after  the  affront,  to  the  time  of  his  going 
with  his  ship  down  to  Nantasket  on  the  evening 
of  the  third  instant,  manifested  that  he  was  under  no 
apprehension  of  any  attack  upon  him,  for  during  that 
time,  he  and  his  officers  went  about  the  town  and  in 
the  country  as  usual,  and  with  as  much  freedom  as 
any  persons  whatever.  Knowing  that  the  whole  of 
my  conduct,  both  publick  and  private,  had  been  such 
as  merited  at  least  a  decency  of  behaviour  on  his  part, 
and  sentiments  very  difierent  from  those  expressed  in 
his  said  letter,  I  wrote  to  him  a  short  answer  to  it,  which 
you  will  see  in  No.  4,*  to  which  he  sent  the  reply  con* 

•No.  4. 
Boston,  August  3,  ITBBf  6  o^dock,  p.  m. 
CAPTAIW  stahhope, 

Tour  letter  bearing  date  the  second  instant  was  delivered  to  me  b j 
jour  lieutenant,  Mr.  Nash,  at  four  o^clock  this  afternoon.  I  hereby  let 
you  know,  that  as  the  letter  is  conceived  in  terms  of  insolence  and  abuse 
altogether  unprovoked,  I  shall  take  such  measures  concerning  it,  as  the 
dignity  of  my  station  and  a  just  r^rd  to  the  honour  of  tfais  coounoo* 
wealth,  connected  with  the  honour  of  the  United  States  in  general,  shall 
require. 

JAMES  BOWEKHN. 


1785.]  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS.  iSl 

taiddd  in  No.  5,^  justifying  and  f  epcating  his  insdeoce ; 
and  this  finishes  the  correspondence.  1  have  only 
to  observe,  that  it  is  conceived  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  through  it  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  United  States  in  general,  are  essentially 
wounded  by  the  insolence  of  captain  Stanhope  towards 
the  chief  magistrate  of  the  former ;  that  unless  it  be 
properly  resented,  every  British  officer  of  every  Bri- 
tish vessel,  however  insignificant,  will  whenever  an 
opportunity  shall  offer,  insult  the  government  of  every 
state  in  the  union  ;  and  that  a  tameness  under  insult 
must,  in  the  estimation  of  all  foreigners,  effectually  de« 
stroy  the  national  character  and  importance  of  the 
United  States.  If  after  reading  the  annexed  copy  of 
letters  which  passed  between  the  said  Stanhope  and 
me,  you  should  be  of  that  opinion,  you  will  please  to 
lay  the  same  before  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  that  they  may  take  such  measures  concern* 

•N<K  5. 

Mercury,  Nantasket  Road,  August  3,  1785, 

at  half  past  12,  a.  m. 
(It  ahcHikl  have  beeo  August  4.) 
iiR, 
I  am  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  your  ezceDency's  letter  this  mo- 
ment received ;  and  have  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  most  cheerfully  sub^ 
mit  to  the  worst  consequences  that  can  aiise  from  our  correspondence, 
which  I  do  not  aSnceiTe  on  my  part  to  have  been  couched  in  lenns  of 
either  insolence  or  abuse,  which  is  more  than  I  can  venture  to  say  of 
yours.    And  however  exalted  your  excellency's  station  is,  I  know  not 
of  any  more  respectable  than  that  I  have  the  honour  to  fill. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  STANHOPE. 
To  His  Excdieocy  Govemour  Bowdoin,  &c«  kc,  &c. 
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ing  it  as  their  wisdom  tfid  a  senie  of  th«ir  own  honour 
9haH  dictate. 

With  the  meet  perfect  regard,  I  have  the  bonoor  te 
be,  geatlemen,  your  moit  obedient  servaot, 

JABfES  BOWDOIN. 

The  honourable  Elbridge  Gerry,  Samuel  Holten, 
Rufus  King,  Esquires,  Delegates  in  Congress  for 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

The  secretary  to  the  United  States  for  the  depart- 
ment of  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
of  the  8th  instant  from  bis  excellency  the  goveroour  of 
Massachusetts  to  the  delegates  of  that  commonwealth 
in  Congress,  reports, 

That  in  his  opinion  Uie  answer  of  the  goremour  to 
captain  Stanhope's  first  letter  was  perfectly  proper ; 
that  the  captain's  reply  was  highly  disrespectful ;  and 
being  so,  that  such  measures  might  have  been  adopted 
as  the  laws  prescribe  for  asserting  the  dignity  of  go- 
vernment in  such  cases. 

He  is  further  of  opinion,  that  two  things  are  essential 
to  the  respectability  of  government.  1.  That  it  should 
be  always  in  the  right ;  and  2.  That  it  should  nevef 
be  opposed  or  ill-treated  with  impunity.  To  these 
ends,  its  own  internal  power  (in  such  cases  as  the  pre* 
sent)  IS,  or  ought  to  be  adequate,  and  thereiisre  a  re* 
currence  to  a  foreign  sovereign  to  resent  and  punish 
affronts  to  such  government,  committed  under  its  eye 
and  within  its  jurisdiction,  appears  to  your  secretary  a 
departore  from  that  self*respect,  which  on  such  occa- 
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sions  ihotild  invariably  be  obsenradi  except  indeed 
where  such  indignities  are  offered  by  amhassadorft. 

If  tbes^  principles  are  well  founded,  then  it  will  fol- 
low as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  no  complaint  or 
application  for  rtdrtas  should  be  made  by  Congress 
to  his  Britannick  majesty  on  the  subject  in  question. 

But  as  America  and  Britain  are  at  peace,  and  in  that 
sense  friends,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  disrespect  to 
one  from  officers  of  the  other  must  be  offensive  to  the 
sovereign  of  such  officers ;  inasmuch'as  such  conduct 
tends  to  irritate  and  alienate  the  good  will  of  the  other. 
Under  this  view  of  the  matter  your  secretary  thinks  it 
would  be  proper  to  transmit  these  papers  to  the  minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  London,  and  to 
instruct  him  to  communicate  them  to  the  British  minis- 
ter, and  to  assure  him, 

1.  That  nothing  but  a  desire  to  avoid  increasing 
the  irritation  which  the  late  war  may  have  produced  in 
the  two  nations  could  have  restrained  the  governour 
from  resenting  the  indecent  conduct  of  captain  Stan- 
hope in  a  severe  and  exemplary  manner. 

2.  To  assure  him,  that  Congress  are  persuaded  that 
such  behaviour  must  give  no  less  displeasure  to  his 
majesty  than  it  does  to  them ;  and  that  as  all  sovereigns 
must  in  a  certain  degree  be  affected  by  the  conduct  df 
their  servants,  Congress  th/ik  that  the  justice  due  to  his 
majesty  calls  upon  them  to  lay  this  information  before 
bim. 

3.  That  Congress  flatter  themselves  that  this  instance 
of  delicacy  and  moderation  will  be  ascribed  to  its 
proper  motives,  and  be  considered  as  evincive  of  a 
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desire  to  prevent  aDimosity  and  promote  mutual  good- 
wiU. 

Your  secretary  ako  thinks  it  would  be  proper  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  this  report  to  the  governour  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  to  assure  him  that  Congress  consider 
the  dignity  of  each  of  the  states  as  inseparably  con- 
nected with  that  of  the  union.  And  therefore  that  it 
shall  on  every  occasion  experience  their  care  and 
attention. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  report,  together  with 
the  foregoing  letters,  be  transmitted  to  the  executives 
of  the  several  slates. 

AUGUST  23,  1785. 

On  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  the  United  Stales 
of  America  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  him  of  the  2d  instant, 
mentioning  a  conversation  between  him  and  Mr.  de 
Marbois,  respecting  the  case  of  Longchamps — 

Whereas  the  charge  des  affaires  of  his  most  christian 
majesty  has  signified  to  the  secretary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs 
that  his  majesty  would  not  persist  in  his  demand  that 
Mr.  Longchamps  be  delivered  up  to  him,  and  propos- 
ed that  the  paper  containing  that  demand,  together 
with  the  others  received  from  him  by  the  said  secretary 
on  that  subject,  be  returned  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  secretary  do  return  the  same 
to  him  accordingly* 
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A  letter  of  the  let,  from  J.  Rutledge,  esquire,  wai 
fead,  informing  tbat  he  has  received  notice  of  his  hav- 
ing beeti  ananimotnly  elected  a  minister  plenipotentiary 
fo  the  United  Netherlands ;  that  he  woold  with  great 
t)l6sis«ire  accept  the  appointtnent,  if  he  could  with  aAy 
tfegr^d  of  Convehience,  but  that  having  been  for  a  long 
time  wholly  ^hgaged  in  publick  business,  his  own  affairs 
ftoW  reqiiire  attention,  and  will  not  for  some  years  ad* 
&it  of  his  going  to  reside  in  Europe :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for 
electing  a  tninister  plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
Netherlands. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  seconded  by  Mr.  King, 

Resolved,  Th^t  the  secretary  of  the  United  States 
for  the  department  of  foreigti  affairs  ht  and  he  it  here^ 
by  directed,  to  report  the  d^ft  of  an  act  to  be  r^com- 
fadnded  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states  fot 
^tiftishing  the  infractions  of  tht  laws  of  nations ;  and 
ttiore  espedsflly  for  securing  the  privileges  and  mmra*^ 
Mties  of  pubfick  ministers  from  foreign  powers. 

AUGUST  25,  17W. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  Mr.  Pettit,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  M^Henry  and  Mr. 
Kiti^,  to  whom  Was  referred  a  letter  of  IStb^  from  the 
secretary  for  foreign^  afl^irs, 

Resolved,  That  the  last  paragraph  in  the  instruc<» 
tioDS  to  the  secretary  to  the  United  States  for  the  de- 
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partment  of  foreign  aflbire,  passed  July  20,  1785,  for 
entering  into  a  treaty,  compact  or  convention  with  the 
encargadode  negocios  of  his  catbolick  majesty,  in  the 
words  following : 

^<  That  the  secretary  to  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
^  ca  for  the  department  of  foreign  afi&irs  be  and  he  is 
^'  hereby  instructed,  previous  to  hia  making  proposi- 
^^  tions  to  don  Diego  de  Gardoqui,  or  agreeing  with 
^<  him  on  any  article,  compact  or  convention,  to  coiti- 
**  municate  to  Congress  the  propositions  to  be  made  or 
<«  received  relative  to  such  article,  compact  or  conven- 
**  tion,''  be  repealed,  and  that  the  following  be  substi- 
tuted in  its  place : 

That  the  secretary  to  the  United  Stales  for  the  de- 
partment  of  foreign  affairs  be  and  he  is  hereby  instruct- 
ed,  in  his  plan  of  a  treaty  with  the  encargado  de  ne- 
gocios of  his  catbolick  majesty,  particularly  to  stipubte 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  their  territorial  bounds, 
and  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  from  the 
source  to  the  ocean,  as  established  in  their  treaties 
with  Great  Britain ;  and  that  he  neither  conclude  nor 
sign  any  treaty,  compact  or  convention,  with  the  said 
encargado  de  negocios,  until  he  hath  previously  com- 
municated it  to  Congress,  and  received  their  approba- 
tion. 

SEPTEMBEft  2,  1785. 

.  The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress the  following  note  and  letter  from  Mr.  de  Mar- 
bois,  charge  des  affaires  of  France. 
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New  York,  August  30, 1785. 

The  underwritten  charge  des  aflhires  of  France  bas 
the  honour  to  inforin  Congress,  that  bis  majesty,  by 
nannng  him  for  the  intendancy  of  the  colony  of  St. 
Domingo,  has  put  a  period  to  the  functions  which  he 
has  had  the  honour  of  performing  in  the  United  States 
in  the  absence  of  the  chevalier  de  la  Lozeme.  The 
private  affairs  of  this  minister  not  yet  permitting  him 
to  come  and  resume  his  functions  with  Congress ;  and 
bis  majesty  desirous  that  there  should  be  no  interrup* 
tion.  in  the  correspondence  between  him  and  Congress, 
has  appointed  Mr.  Otto  to  fulfil  the  dutiefs  of  hit  charge 
des  afibires  here,  untii  the  return  of  his  minister  pleni-' 
potentiary.  Mr.  Otto  has  the  advantage  of  having 
passed  many  years  on  this  continent. 

The  perfect  knowledge  which  he  has  of  the  affairs 
which  have  been  transacted,  and  the  particular  affec- 
tion of  the  king  for  the  United  States,  leave  no  room 
to  doubt  but  that  he  will  discharge  his  duty  to  the  en* 
tire  satisfaction  of  his  allies.  The  underwritten,  ho- 
noured with  the  testimony  of  that  of  the  king  bis 
master,  will  esteem  himself  happy,  if  during  a  resi- 
dence of  more  than  six  years,  and  in  difficult  times,  his 
conduct  has  shown  the  respect  which  he  entertains  for 
Congress,  and  how  advantageous  he  considers  the  al- 
liance to  be  to  both  nations. 

DE  MARBOIS. 
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NttW  York,  August  SO,  1785. 

I  hw%  the  bonovr  of  addfemDg  to  ya«  Uie  npce 
wberein  I  aBDonnce  to  Congreys  tb#  nomiMtiaB  of  Mr; 
Otto  to  the  pott  of  charge  dea  affinre*  fqr  tha  liing 
with  Iba  Uaked  Statea*  He  will  deliver  ^u  hiaaaalf 
tbat  which  tba  coctnl  de  Vergatinea  hat  written  to  yon 
on  diis  occaaioA.  I  ani  well  aaaared,  air,  that  dortng 
the  course  of  hit  fooctiona  be  will  apara  no  paina  to 
deaerve  yoor  coofideaoe;  and  froaa  mj  loqg  know* 
lodged  hiiBy  I  do  not  heaitate  to  aaaore'yoo  that  be 
iprtll.  deaeffte  iu  It  veoiaiaa  Car  iM,  air,  to  thank  you 
for  the  a«ppoft  I  ha?e  r^eivod  (Wnq  yoo  at  diffiar^at 
timeay  and  to  request  of  you  to  pvf  aarvo  me  a  plaee  in 
your  reoaambraDce^  and  to  aaaure  yo^  of  the  respect 
and  distinguished  regard  with  which  I  have  the  bo- 

nour,  &c« 

PE  MAH60IS. 

The  aliove  were  referred  to  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  to  report. 

In  consequence  of  this  reference,  the  secretary  re- 
ported the  following  drafts  of  tetters. 

OiRce  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

SIR, 

The  note  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  on 
the  SOth  of  last  month  announcing  your  appointment 
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to  the  tatendancy  of  St.  Donofngo,  and  that  of  the  sieur 
Ouo  to  succeed  you  here,  I  immediately  laid  before 
Cop^e$$. 

In  obedience  to  their  orderi,  I  have  the  honour  to  as- 
sure [you]  that  this  distinguished  mark  of  yoyr  royal  mas< 
ter'il  approbation  and  favour  gives  them  pleasure,  and 
they  wish  you  happinestS  and  prosperity  in  the  enjoy* 
^peiit  pf  it.  The  manner  in  which  you  have  filled  the 
place  of  his  majesty's  charge  des  affaires  here  has 
given  them  great  satisfection,  and  I  am  ordered  to  men* 
tion  this  to  count  de  Vergennes. 

The  great  and  repeated  prooCi  which  the  United 
States  have  received  of  bis  majesty's  affection,  and  the 
zeal  and  abilities  with  which  his  minister  has,  on  vari* 
9US  occasionsi  executed  his  friendly  intentions  toward^ 
them,  leave  no  room  to  doubt,  but  thatsucb  men-only 
will  bf  charged  with  hi^  affairs  iq  this  country  ^ 
from  inclination  as  well  as  duty  will  be  disposed  to 
cherish  the  union  and  cement  the  interests  and  friend- 
ship of  the  two  nations. 

In  this  light  they  consider  the  sieur  Otto ;  and  he 
may  be  assured  that  their  respect  and  affection  for  his 
sovereign,  as  well  as  the  good  opinion  they  entertain 
of  him,  will  always  induce  them  to  render  his  resi- 
dence as  agreeable  to  himself  as  they  are  persuaded  it 
will  be  to  them. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  de  Marbois,  the  charge  ^ 
des  affaires  of  his  most> 
christian  majesty.  > 
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Office  for  Foreign  Aflairs. 

8IR, 

The  letter  herewith  enclosed  is  in  answer  to  the 
note  which  accompanied  the  letter  yoa  did  me  the 
honour  to  write  on  the  30th  instant. 

Mr.  Otto  has  delivered  to  me  the  letter  from  count 
de  Vergennes,  of  which  you  make  mention  ;  and  I  shall 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting  an  answer 
to  it. 

The  character  you  give  of  Mr.  Otto  corresponds 
with  what  T  should  have  supposed  it  to  be,  from  that 
of  the  minister  ;  and  he  may  rely  on  my  disposition  to 
render  his  residence  agreeable. 

It  has  been,  and  shall  continue  to  be  my  desire,  so 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  my  office  as  to  give  perfect 
satisfaction  to  the  ministers  and  subjects  of  your  mag- 
nanimous king ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  I  have 
succeeded  with  respect  to  you. 

We  have  been  labourers  in  the  same  great  work, 
and  I  flatter  myself  that  your  removal  from  America 
will  not  diminish  your  afiection  for  it.  It  will  always 
give  me  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  health  and  happinessi 
and  that  of  your  amiable  lady.  Permit  me  to  ofler  to 
you  and  to  her  my  best  wishes  for  your  safe  arrival  at 
the  place  of  your  destination,  and  any  friendly  services 
that  may  be  in  my  power  to  render. 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  (Signed) 

Mr.  de  Marbois. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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^  Ordered,  That  the  report  be  referred  to  the  sec-^ 
retary  for  foreign  afibirs  to  take  order. 


OCTOBER  13,  1785. 

On  motioQ  of  the  delegates  from  MassachusettSi 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  papers  and  documents 
received  from  the  governoor  of  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts respecting  the  encroachment  made  by  certain 
subjects  of  his  Britannick  majesty  upon  the  territories 
of  that  state,  and  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States,  be  transmitted  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  London,  to  the  end 
that  effectual  measures  should  be  immediately  taken 
to  settle  all  disputes  with  the  crown  of  Great  Britain 
relative  to  that  line. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  minister  plenipotentiary  be 
and  hereby  is  instructed,  to  present  a  proper  repre- 
sentation of  this  case  ;  and  if  an  adjustment  consistent 
with  the  true  meaning  of  the  definitive  articles  of 
peace  and  friendship  between  the  United  States  and 
his  Britannick  majesty  cannot  by  such  representation 
be  obtained  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  negotiation,  that 
he  propose  a  settlement  and  final  decision  of  the  said 
dispute  by  commissaries  mutually  appointed  for  that 
purpose ;  for  the  appointment  of  whom,  and  for  all 
purposes  incident  to  the  final  determination  of  the  said 
dispute  by  commissaries  conformably  to  the  law  of 
nations,  the  said  minister  plenipotentiary  is  hereby 
vested  with  full  powers  on  behalf  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

On  the  report  of  a    committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 


GtAyion,  Mr.  Bald^rin^  Mr.  Klng^  Mh  Keati  And  Mr. 
Johnson,  to  wkota  irfts  referrM  a  tetttfr  of  tb^  Mtll 
September,  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs,  witii 
a  note  from  the  honourable  don  Diego  de  Gardoqaif 
encargado  de  negocios  of  his  catholick  majesty, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  (he  United  States 
for  the  department  of  foreign  afiklrs  be  directed  to  in* 
form  don  Diego  de  Gardoqui,  encargado  de  negocio^ 
for  the  king  of  Spain,  that  although  Congress  conceive 
they  have  an  undoubted  right  to  all  the  territory  within 
the  limits  specified  in  the  definitive  articled  of  peaces 
ted  friendship  b^tw^en  the  trown  of  Great  Britain  an<{ 
these  United  States,  yet  they  View  With  real  concert! 
the  ^warrantable  attempts  of  any  Individoal  of  theM 
^at6s  to  disturb  the  good  understanding  which  so  hap- 
pily subsists  between  the  two  nations,  and  which  they 
hope  will  be  perpetual,  that  Congress  are  the  ttore 
afi*ected  on  this  occasibn,  as  all  Matters  of  dispute  art 
now  in  a  train  of  negotiation,  and  they  haVe  M  doubt 
from  the  justice  and  magnanimity  6f  his  catholick  Cba- 
JesCy  that  every  subject  of  controversy  wit!  be  ulti-> 
tnately  adjusted  to  th^  ndutuat  satisfaction  of  b6th 
parties. 

That  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  on  behalf 
of  the  said  dtate,  disavow  the  appointment  of  Thomas 
preen  to  act  as  govemour  in  thoae  parts ;  and  farther 
declare,  that  the  emigrants  to  that  country  were  ex^ 
pressly  inhibited  from  interrupting  the  subjects  of 
Spain,  or  any  other  persons  whooft  they  might  find  id 
possession  of  the  territory  or  any  part  thereof. 

That  Congress  will  adopt  every  measure  in  their 
po^cr  to  prevent  the  publick  tranquillity  from  being 
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im  anjr  degree  disiorbd ;  and  ttmt  tbsy  have  the  high- 
est c6ofidcoce  in  the  faonottc,  integrity  and  candour  of 
ike  said  eitcargado  de  negocios,  tbat  be,  being  con- 
Ttoced  of  the  good  intentions  of  Coagress,  will  make 
socb  a  representation  to  bis  court  as  may  remo? e 
every  subject  of  ioqoieCode  arising  from  the  transac- 
tions alluded  to  in  bis  note  to  the  secretary  for  the  de^ 
partment  of  foreign  afiurs» 

OCTOBER  14,  1785. 

On  a  report  frotn  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  96ih  June,  from  Mr. 
Damss, 

Resolved,  Tbat  in  consideration  of  the  yaluable  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  C.  W.  F.  Dumas,  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam 
in  the  United  Netherlands,  be  be  allowed  and  paid  a 
salary  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ;  that  the 
said  salary  commence  the  19th  day  of  ApHi,  1775,  and 
continue  till  the  further  order  of  Congress,  he  continu- 
ing bis  services,  and  that  he  be  charged  With  all  such 
sums  of  money  as  may  have  been  heretofore  adyanced 
to  him  from  the  United  States. 


OCTOBER  27,  1785. 

An  ordinance  respecting  consuls  having  been  de- 
bated on  Monday  last,  and  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

^^  Be  it  ordained,  That  the  ministers  plenipotentiary 
<^  of  the  United  States  be  vested  with  the  powers  of 

VOL.   III.  75 
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^^conftuls  geoeral.  That  at  the  courts  where  do 
*'  ministers  reside  the  charge  des  affaires  of  the  United 
^'  States  be  empowered  to  exercise  the  duties  of  con- 
^^  sqI  general.  That  consuls  shall  reside  at  Bilboa, 
^*  Cadiz,  Malaga,  Alicant,  Barcelona,  Teneriff,  Lisbon, 
^'  Madeira,  Amsterdam,  London,  Bristol,  Liverpool, 
^'  Glasgow,  Dublin,  Cork,  Belfast,  Copenhagen,  Stock- 
^<  holm,  Canton*  That  no  consul  general  being  minis- 
'^  ter,  resident,  or  charge  des  affiiires,  shall  be  concem- 
^'  ed  in  any  trade  or  commerce  whatever.  That  the 
^^  consuls  general  be  eni|>owered  to  suspend  any  con- 
^sul  within  their  jurisdiction^  for  good  reason,  and 
^'  report  the  same  to  Congress,  who  will  ultimately 
^' judge  of  such  suspension  ;  and  that  they  determine 
^'  the  boundaries  of  each  consulate  within  their  juris- 
"  diction.'' 

When  the  question  to  agree  to  this  ordinance  was 
about  to  be  put,  the  determination  thereof  was  post- 
poned by  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 

After  the  publick  despatches  were  read,  the  deter- 
mination of  the  question  which  had  been  postponed  by 
a  state  was  this  day  called  for ;  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  ordinance,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
<]uired  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Long,  Ay.  ^X 

Massacliusetts,       Mr.  Gerry,  Ay.  ).^ 

Mr.  King,  Ay.  5  ^^' 

llhode  Island,         Mr.  Ellery,  No.)  ^j^ 

Mr.  Howell,  No. J  ^^- 
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New  Yoric,  Mr.  Haring,  No.  >x 

Pennsylvania,         Mr.  Gardner,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Jackson,  Aj.  y 

Virginia,  Mr.  Lee,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Grayson,  Ay,  5  ^^' 

South  Carolina,      Mr.  Bull,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Pinckney,        Ay.  >  Ay. 
Mr.  Eean,  Ay. ) 

Georgia,  Mr.  Houstoun,        Ay, )  ^ 

Mr.  Habersham,     Ay.  J  ^^'^ 

So  the  question  was  lost.. 

OCTOBER  28,  1785. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ger^ 
ry— 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  consuk  should  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  different  states  with  which  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  are  engaged  in  commerce :  These- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  die^ 
United  States  in  Europe,  and  where  there  is  no  minis- 
ter, the  charge  des  afiaires  shall  exercise  the  powers- 
of  a  consul  general  for  the  kingdom  or  states  in  which< 
diey  respectively  reside ;  provided  that  no  additionali 
salary  be  allowed  for  snch  service.^ 
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DECEMBER  2,  1785. 

The  secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  depart* 
ment  of  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  his  letter 
of  (he  24th  November  to  his  excellency  the  President, 
with  Mr*  J.  Temple's  commissiofi,  having  reported, 

That  John  Temple,  esquire,  has  presented  to  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  a  commission  io 
due  form,  bearing  date  the  dth  day  of  February  last, 
from  his  Britannick  majesty,  constituting  and  appoint- 
ing him  the  consul  general  of  his  said  majesty  in  these 
states.  That  there  is  as  yet  do  commercial  treaty  or 
convention  subsisting  between  his  Britannick  majesty 
and  the  United  States,  whereby  eitlier  have  a  perfect 
right  to  establish  consuls  in  the  dominions  of  the  other, 
but  that  amicable  negotiations  for  that  and  other  recip- 
rocal privileges  are  now  depending.  That  although 
the  is9ue  of  those  negotiations  is  as  yet  uncertain,  it 
will  nevertheless  be  proper  for  the  United  States^  on 
tbia  and  every  other  occasion,  to  observe  as  great  a 
degree  of  liberality  as  may  consist  with  a  due  regard 
to  their  national  honour  ahd  wel&re :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Temple,  esquire^  be 
and  be  hereby  is  received  and  recognised  as  consul 
general  of  bis  Britannick  majesty  throughout  tbeUnitec) 
States,  and  that  bis  commission  be  registered  in  the 
secretary's  officei. 

Resolved,  Tbat^  all  the  privileges^  pre-eminences 
and  authority,  which  tbc^  t^w  of  i^Uom  and  of  the  laad 
give  to  a  consul  general  received  by  the  United  States 
from  any  nation  with  whom  they  have  no  commercial 
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treaty  or  convention,  are  doe  to  the  said  John  Tem- 
ple, and  sfaali  be  enjoyed  by  bim. 

Ordered,  That  certified  copied  of  the  abo? e  resola* 
tions  be  transmitted  to  the  execntivres  of  the  different 
states  for  their  information. 


JANUARY  2,  1786. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pettit,  seconded  by  Mr.  King, 
Resolved,  That  a  sea  letter  be  granted  to  the  ship 
Canton,Thomas  Tnixton,  master,  in  the  form  following : 

Most  serene,  serene,  most  puissant,  puissant,  high, 
illustrious,  noble,  honourable,  venerable,  wise  and  pru- 
dent emperors,  kings,  republicks,  princes,  dukes,  earls, 
barons,  lords,  burgomasters,  counsellors,  as  also  judges, 
officers,  justiciaries  and  regents,  of  all  the  good  cities 
and  places,  whether  ecclesiastical  or  secular,  who  shall 
see  these  presents,  or  hear  tbem  read. 

We,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  make 
known,  that  Thomas  Truxton,  captain  of  the  ship  call- 
ed the  Canton,  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  that  the  ship  which  he  commands  be- 
longs to  citizens  of  the  said  United  States ;  and  as  we 
wish  to  see  the  said  Thomas  Truxton  prosper  in  bis 
lawful  affairs,  our  prayer  is  to  all  the  before  mentioned^ 
and  to  each  of  tbem  separately,  where  the  said  Thomas 
Truxton  shall  arrive  with  his  vessel  and  cargo,  that 
they  may  please  to  receive  him  with  goodness,  and  treat 
him  in  a  becoming  manner,  permitting  him,  upon  the 
usual  tolls  and  expenses  in  paising  and  repassing,  to 


M  &£Cmi!T  JOUfiHAL.  [Um% 

pais,  navigate  and  frequent  the  ports,  passes  and  ter- 
ritories, to  the  end  to  transact  his  business  where  and 
in  what  manner  he  shall  judge  proper;  whereof  we 
shall  be  willingly  indebted. 

In  testimony  whereof,  webave  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
Witness,  David  Ramsay,  chairman  of  Congress,  in  the 
absence  of  his  excellency  John  Hancock,  President, 
this  second  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -^ix,  and  of  our 
sovereignty  and  independence,  the  tenth. 

/ 

A  letter  of  the  29th  of  December,  1785,  from  the 
secretary  for  foreign  afiairs,  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  J. 
Temple,  of  the  31st  of  December,  having  been  read 
as  follows : 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  December  29, 1785* 

SIR, 

Your  excellency  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  a 
letter  to  me  of  the  21st  instant,  from  Mr.  Temple,  who 
is  desirous  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  pass  a 
resolution  that  may  remove  the  difficulties  stated  in  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  JAY. 

His  Excellency  the  Pre- ) 
sident  of  Congress.      > 
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New  York,  December  21, 1785. 

SIR) 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  miDisters  of  the 
king,  my  sovereign,  that  divers  of  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects, or  loyalists,  who  had  property  and  outstanding 
debts  in  these  United  States  anterior  to  the  late  war, 
(and  to  whom  his  majesty's  benevolence  and  bounty 
are  now  about  to  extend  commensurate  with  their  real 
losses)  have  met  with  great  trouble  and  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining, and  in  some  instances  have  been  totally  re- 
fused such  office  copies  from  the  publick  records  and 
papers,  as  are  indispensably  necessary  to  substantiate 
their  claims  before  a  board  of  commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  receive  and  examine  the  same ;  will  you  give  me 
leave  to  request  of  you  to  be  so  obliging  as  to  move 
the  honourable  Congress  of  these  United  States  to  take 
the  matter  into  consideration,  and  to  do  thereupon  as 
in  their  wisdom  and  justice  may  appear  to  be  fit  and 
proper  upon  the  occasion,  so  as  that  said  loyalists  or 
sufferers,  or  their  attorneys,  may  have  access  to  the 
publick  records  and  papers  in  the  several  states,  (upon 
paying  the  lawful  or  usual  fees  of  office)  in  the  same 
mode  and  manner  as  the  subjects  of  the  United  States 
are  permitted  or  accustomed  to  have* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  faithful  and 

obedient  servant, 

J.  TEMPLE* 

The  Hon.  John  Jay,  Esquire,  Sec-  i 
rctary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Unit- > 
ed  States  of  America.  S 
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The  letter  from  Mr*  Temple  was  referred  to  the  sec- 
retary for  foreign  affairs,  to  report  oo  the  propriety  of 
the  application  and  expediency  of  a  reply ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  reference  the  secretary  made  the  fol- 
lowing report. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  December  31,  1785* 
The  secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  depart* 
ment  of  foreign  afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
to  him  of  the  31st  inst.  from  the  consol  general  of  his 
Britannick  majesty,  representing  that  certain  persons^ 
called  loyalists,  had  found  difficulties  in  obtaining  and 
in  some  inMances  been  refused  office  copies  of  p«i>- 
Kck  records  in  the  United  States,  and  desiring  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress,  lire*  reports.  That  in  bis  opi- 
nion your  secretary  should  write  a  letter  of  the  follow- 
ing tenor  to  Mr*  Adams : 

SIB, 

I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith 
enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  31st  December  from 
Mr*  Temple  to  me,  which  I  laid  before  Congress*  They 
4)af  e  been  pleased  to  direct  that  you  communicate  it  to 
ibis  Britannick  ms^esty ;  that  you  inform  him  that  the 
-complaint  stated  in  it  being  in  general  terms,  and  un- 
-supported  by  any  particular  facts  or  evidence,  they  do 
4iot  think  it  necessary  or  proper  to  take  any  measures 
in  consequence  of  it*  And  that  you  assure  him,  that 
as  it  is  their  determination  the  treaty  of  peace  shall  be 
.punctually  observed  by  their  citizens,  and  that  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects  shall  enjoy  here  all  the  rights  which 
iViendly  and  civilized  nations  claim  from  each  other; 


90  tbe;  will  always  be  ready  to  hear  every  complaint 
which  may  appear  to  be  well  fouodedi  and  to  redresa 
such  of  them  as  on  investigation  shall  prove  to  be  so. 

This  comnlanication  will  give  you  an  opportunity  ot 
remarking,  that  the  office  of  consul  general  doe4  not 
extend  to  matters  of  this  kind,  neither  tbe  rights  of 
commerce  nor  of  navigation  being  in  qtiestton ;  and 
therefore  that  it  was  delicacy  towards  his  majesty^ 
rather  than  the  sense  of  the  propriety  of  sucb  an  ap« 
plication  from  a  consul  general,  which  indoces  Con^ 
gress  to  treat  it  with  this  mark  of  attentiob* 

It  would  perhaps  be  well  to  puraue  the  subject^  to 
tndmate  the  expediency  as  well  as  propriety  of  send^ 
ing  a  minister  here ;  and  if  circmnstances  sbouM  sd 
dictate,  to  accompany  it  with  assurances  that  Congress 
expect  a  minister,  and  are  ready  to  receive  and  tretfC 
him  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  respect  due  (0  his 
sovereign. 

The  advantage  alluded  to  in  one  of  y6uf  letters,  if 
no  other,  would  resutt  from  such  an  appointment,  viz. 
that  tbe  British  court  would  then  probably  receive  moi^ 
accurate  representations  of  affairs  in  this  country,  than 
they  are  at  present  supplied  with  by  men,  who  write 
and  speak  more  as  their  wishes  and  feelings,  than  as 
truth  and  knowledge  drctafe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Tbe  Hon  John  Adams« 

Your  secretary  is  further  of  opinion,  that  he  should 
write  the  following  answer  to  Mr.  Templets  letter,  vriw 
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SIR) 

I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  after  the  meeting  ot 
Congress  to  lay  your  letter  of  21st  December  before 
|hem* 

They  have  ordered  a  copy  of  it  to  be  transmitted 
to  their  minister  at  the  court  of  London^  with  directions 
to  communicate  it  to  his  Britannick  majesty,  to  inforn 
him  that  the  complaint  stated  in  it  being  in  general 
terms,  and  unsupported  by  any  particular  facts  or  evi- 
dence, they  do  not  think  it  necessary  or  proper  to  take 
any  measures  in  consequence  of  it.  Aod  to  assure 
him  that  as  it  is  their  determination  the  treaty  of  peace 
shall  be  punctually  observed  by  their  citizens,  and  that 
bis  majesty's  subjects  shall  here  enjoy  all  the  rights 
jnrhich  friendly  and  civilized  nations  claim  from  each 
other,  so  they  will  always  be  ready  to  hear  every  com- 
plaint  which  may  appear  to  be  well  founded,  and  to 
redress  such  as  on  investigation  shall  prove  to  be  so. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 
John  Temple,  Esq.  Consul  General,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report*. 

JANUARY  6,  1788. 

On  a  report  from  the  secretary  to  the  United  States 
of  America  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  last  month 
from  the  encargado  de  negocios  of  Spain,  enclosing  a 
jdecree  of  the  28th  of  May,  1785,  which  directed  what 
flags  should  in  future  be  used  by  the  navy  and  mer- 
chant ships  of  that  kingdom. 
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Ordered,  That  the  decree'  be  published ;  and  that 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  have  thirteen  copies 
prepared  with  a  design  of  the  flags  annexed,  and  trans* 
mit  one  to  the  executive  of  each  of  the  states. 

On  a  report  of  the  secretary  to  the  United  States  of 
America  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  his  letter  of  the  39th  December,  enclos* 
ing  a  letter  of  the  19th  of  that  month  from  the  change 
des  affaires  of  France,  with  a  brevet  of  the  22d  day  of 
June,  1785,  appointing  the  sieur  de  la  Forest,  vice 
consul  of  Prance  f6r  the  United  Stales— 

Whereas  the  sieur  de  la  Forest  has  presented  to 
Congress  a  brevet  from  his  most  christian  majesty, 
bearing  date  22d  day  of  June,  1785,  appointing  him 
vice  consul  general  in  the  United  States, 

Resolved,  That  the  sieur  de  la  Forest  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  received  and  recognised  as  the  vice  consul 
general  of  his  most  christian  majesty  iq  the  United 
States  ;  and  that  the  said  brevet  be  registered  in  the 
secretary's  oflBce# 

Resolved,  That  ail  the  privileges,  pre-eminences 
and  authority  belonging  to  the  said  character  and  qua- 
lity, are  due  to  the  said  sieur  de  la  Forest,  and  shall  be 
enjoyed  by  him. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  above  resolu- 
tions be  transmitted  by  the  secretary  to  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs, 
to  the  said  sieur  de  la  Forest,  and  also  to  the  execu- 
tive of  each  of  the  states  for  their  information. 
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P^<^ 
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The  commUtee,  confiistjng  of  Mr.  Smith,  Mr^  Pinck- 
ney  and  Mr.  Long^  to  vbom  was  referred  a  petition  of 
]•  Sears  and  P.  N.  Smith,  praying  for  sea  letters  for  the 
pbip  Hope,  James  Magee,  master,  report, 

That  the  ship  Hope  and  her  cargo  are  the  property 
of  citiseos  of  the  United  States-;  that  the  said  ship  is 
pripcipally  navigated  by  inhabitanu  of  tba  United 
States,  and  is  bound  on  a  voyage  tOtClanton  in  China : 
Whereupon, 

JlesoJved,  Tb()t  a  sea  letter  be  granted  for  the  ship 
jHope,  James  Magee,  master,  in  the  form  of  that  grant* 
ed  for  the  ship  Canton,  mutatis  mutandis. 

On .  the  question  to  agree  to  ibe  resolution,  the  yeat 
l^od  nsiys  being  recjuired  by  Mr.  Smith- 


New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Long, 

Mr.  Livennore, 


Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, 
New  YpHr, 
Hew  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Gorbam, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Dane, 

Mr.  Johnson,,. 
Mr.  Mitchell,* 

Mr.  Haripg, 
Mr.  Smithy 

Mr.  Cadwallader, 
Mr.  Symmes, 
Mr.  Homblower, 

Mr.  Pettit, 
Mr.  Bayard, 


1^^- 


At. 


Ij:^- 


Z:\ 


Ar. 


Ay.  J 
NcSAt. 

Ay.S 


I»M 
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IfarylaiKl, 

Mr.  Hindttiao, 

Ay.>x 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Aj.yx 

South  Carolina, 

Mr.  Pinckncy, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Kean, 

Ay.) 

Ay.  >  At. 

Ay.^ 

Georgia, 

Mr.  HoQStoon, 

Ay.  >-x 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmati? e« 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  That  a  consul  be  appointed  to  reside  at 

Canton,  who  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  any  sala- 

ry^  fees  or  emoluments  of  office ;  and  that  to-morrow 

be  assigned  for  the  election  of  the  said  consul. 

JANUARY  97,  1786. 

According  to  order,  Congress  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  consul  to  reside  at  Canton  ;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Mr.  Samuel  Shaw  was  elected,  having  been  previous- 
ly nominated  by  Mr.  Pinckney. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  pre- 
pare a  commission  for  Mr.  Shaw,  as  consul  for  the 
United  States  of  America  at  Canton ;  that  the  same, 
when  prepared,  be  signed  by  the  chairman,  and  that 
the  great  seal  of  the  United  States  be  thereto  affixed. 

JANUARY  31,  1786. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Gorham,  Mr.  Pettit  and  Mr.  Bayard^  to  whom  was 
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referred  a  petition  of  Hend.  (Vyckoff,  praymg  that 
sea  letters  be  granted  for  a  vessel,  which  be  and  other 
citizens  of  the  state  of  New  Yoric  have  fitted  out  for  a 
distant  voyage^, 

Resolved,  That  a  sea  letter  be  granted  for  the  bri- 
gantine  Betsey,  Neal  M^Henry,  master,  in  the  same 
form  as  this  letter  granted  on  the  Sd  instant  for  the  ship 
Canton,  mutatis  mutandis. 

Oti  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hind- 
man, 

Resolved,  That  a  vice  consul  be  appointed  to  re- 
side at  Canton ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of 
the  consul  appointed  to  that  place,  that  he  eierciie  all 
the  powers  and  duties  of  consul,  but  without  being  en- 
titled to  any  salary,  fees  or  emoluments. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  vice  consul ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Thomas  Randal,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  elected, 
having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Pinckney. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs  pre- 
pare a  commission  for  Mr.  Randal ;  that  the  same  when 
prepared,  be  signed  by  the  chairman ;  and  that  the 
great  seal  of  the  United  States  be  thereto  affixed. 

The  secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  depart- 
ment of  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
of  4i[i  November  last,  from  his  excellency  the  gover- 
nour  of  Massachusetts  to  the  delegates  of  that  com- 
monwealth in  Congress,  having  reported, 

That  this  letter  states  in  substance,  ^^  That  divers 
*^  effects  bad  by  orders  of  the  British  commanders  in 
<^  chief  been  taken  from  the  inhabitants,  not  as  the  pro- 
<*  perty  of  enemies  but  of  persons  untSer  their  protec- 
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^  tion,  under  the  idea  that  tbe  former  ownenhip  con- 
^  tiivued^  and  the  greater  pari  of  which  was  eipressiy 
<<  engaged  to  be  restored  by  those  Commanders  $  that 
^^  tbe  latter  clause  in  a  British  act  of  parliament  passed 
**  in  the  tifrenlieth  year  of  George  the  third  creates 
^'  legal  inipedifiieDts  to  those  owners  recovering  in  due 
^^  course  of  law  the  value  of  their  efiects  so  taken ; 
^  that  considering  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this 
*^  subject,  the  spirit  and  real  intention  of  that  clause, 
^'  the  times  and  general  purposes  that  produced  it,  the 
^legislature  is  induced  to  believe  that  if  Congress 
^^  would  instruct  their  minister  at  the  court  of  London 
^^  to  move  this  subject  properly  digested  to  that  court, 
*'  the  government  of  that  nation  would  so  far  reconsi- 
^^  der  their  former  doings  on  it  as  to  remove  those  im^ 
*^  pediments,  or  make  oiome  other  provision  whereby 
*^  right  and  justice  shall  be  done  to  the  parties  and 
'**  individuals  more  immediately  concerned." 

If  Congress  make  any  application  to  the  British, 
court  on  this  subject,  it  can  only  be  either  (or  justice  or 
for  favour*  The  latter  will  doubtless  be  out  of  the 
question. 

If  for  juMticty  two  questions  arise.  First,  Whether 
their  application  can  be  supported  on  that  ground  \  and 
Secondly,  Whether  it  will  probably  be  successful,  if  it 
can  be  so  supported.  The  clause  recites  that  ^'  Where- 
*^  as  before  the  passing  of  this  act  divers  persons,  ves- 
^sel9,  cargoes  and  other  effects  may  have  been  seized, 
**  detained,  damaged  or  destroyed,  in  pursuance  of 
^^  orders,  regulations,  restrictions  and  limitations, 
'^  heretofore  issued  and  established  by  the  commanders 
^  in  chief  of  his  majesty's  forcea  in  North  America,  or 
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^hf  persOM  acting  ondtt  their  authoritj,  (or  tike 
^pyhlick  tervicef  md  for  snpprestiog  tht  rebellmi  ia 
^  North  America,'^  h  then  eaaeu  ^  tfaAC  all  tocb  acts, 
^  matten  and  thrags  aball  be  deemed  and  are  berebjr 
'<  declared  to  be  legal  to  alt  inteots  an4  purposes 
**  whatever;  and  that  all  aetioiw,  Sie.  for  or  by  reason 
*^  of  any  act,  matter  or  thing  ad?ised|  ooaimanded,  ap- 
^pointed  or  done  with  respect  to  such  orders  and 
'^  regulations  by  the  said  comoianders  in  chief,  or  by 
**any  person  acting  under  tbeir  authority,  shall  be 
'^  discharged  and  made  void.'' 

May  it  not  be  qoestioned,  whether  tbie  act  ca^  be 
constrned  to  invalidate  the  engagements  or  promises 
ef  the  commanders  to  make  restoration  t  Or,  to  other 
words,  can  eflfects  taken  under  such  engagements  be 
considered  as  coming  within  the  view  and  provision  of 
the  statute  which,  from  the  nature  of  it,  roost  be  con* 
strued  strictly  ?  If  the  court  and  tbeir  ju^^es  should 
adopt  this  idea,  the  matter  will  naturally  remaia  as  it 
now  18,  and  the  application  woald  produce  notbiog 
except  perhaps  an  opinion  that  it  was  prematare. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  should  consider  all  tbeaa 
cases  as  within  the  act,  might  they  not  answer,  that  all 
military  violences  and  injuries  on  both  sides  were  dona 
away  by  the  peace,  and  that  as  these  cases  were  not 
provided  for  in  it,  they  must  remain  as  they  thea 
were?  May  they  not  also  answer,  that  we  pass  lawaro 
some  of  the  states  impeding  British  creditors  from 
recovering  their  debts  as  stipulated  by  the  peace; 
and  that  in  another,  we  pass  laws  authorizing  actions 
at  law  for  damages  done  during  the  war  by  military 
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^^rder,  and  that  while  sach  ficts^  continuei  audi  appUca- 
4ior)9  shoiitd  he  poatpooed  f 

AisAi  <hat  juttioe^^mands  of  them  to  remoTe  the 
impediments  in  ctaeitioa,  is  it  probable  that  they 
tfould  do  kf 

A  judgment  of  the  temper  of  the  nation  in  genera), 
and  of  their  parliament  in  paitieular,  may  be  formed 
from  Mr.  Adamses  letters ;  and  (bey^  fai  the  opinion  of 
your  secretary,  represent  {tin  a  point  of  view  so  unfa« 
vourable  as  to  pk'omise  no  success  to  such  an  applica- 
tion* Many  of  their  officers  might  b^  deeply  affected 
i^y  "Ibe  loss  of  that  indemnity,  which  they  now  hold 
on  the  faith  of  government ;  and  it  is  not  likely 
that  they  will  open  their  treasury  and  compensate  the 
sufferers  in  question  out  of  it,  when  so  many  refugees, 
for  whom  they  are  bound  to  provide,  are  daily  impor- 
tuning them  for  money. 

For  these  and  a  variety  of  reasons  your  secretary 
thinks  it  js  not  probable  that  such  an  application 
would  be  successful ;  nnd  he  also  think«  that  Congress 
shaukl  never  demand  or  ask  ibr  even  justice,  while 
they  have  great  reason  to  apprehend  a  refusal,  unless 
in  cases  where  they  may  be  able  and  determined  to 
compel  a  compliance  by  force  or  retaliation. 

If  a  period  should  arrive  when  both  countries  shall 
be  disposed  to  do  away  whatever  may  he  mutually 
-c^nsiveor  disagreeable,  it  is  not  improbable  that  in 
4he  moment  of  that  good  humour  they  might  do  some- 
thing for  the  sufferers  under  consideration  ;  but  that 
period  has  not  yet  arrived* 
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Upon  the  whole  matter,  your  secretary  is  of  opinion, 
that  copies  of  these  papers  should  be  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Adams ;  that  he  be  instructed  to  sound  the  British 
minister  on  the  subject,  but  not  to  bring  on  ^nj  formal 
demand  or  representation  thereon,  unless  from  pre- 
ceding circumstances  he  shall  be  induced  to  think  that 
it  would  have  a  favourable  issue ;  it  being  the  inteo- 
4ion  of  Congress  to  refer  the  time  and  manner  of  doing 
jt  to  his  prudence  and  discretion. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  for  Massachusetts  be 
burnished  with  a  copy  of  the  above  report  and  reso- 
4ulioti« 

FEBRUARY  I,  1786. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gor* 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  upon  Mr. 
Adams's  letters,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of 
<:ommis8ioners  to  treat  with  the  Barbary  powers,  be 
<taken  oS. 

FEBRUARY  28,  1786. 

The  secretary  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
-the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  letter  to  him  from  A.  Fowler,  of  let  October  last, 
•complaining  that  a  boat  which  he  had  sent  down  the 
Mississippi  was  stopped  at  the  Natchez  by  the  Spa* 
oiards,  having  reported, 
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That  there  U  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  king 
of  Spain  is  resolved,  if  possible,  to  exclude  all  nations 
from  the  navigation  of  that  part  of  the  Mississippi 
which  runs  between  his  territories* 

That  therefore  the  United  States  will  not  have  that 
navigation  open  to  their  citizens,  unless  by  atmsy  or  by 
treattf.  That  in  the  opinioir  of  the  secretary,  the  time 
for  the  former  is  not  yet  come.  That  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  that  river  is  npw  the  subject  of  discussion  be- 
tween the  Spanish  encargado  de  negocios  and  himself, 
and  that  great  difficulties  oppose  their  agreeing  on  that 
head.  But  that  however  doubtful  the  success  of  these 
negotiations  may  be,  rt  appears  to  him  most  prudent 
that  they  should  not  be  precipitated ;  and  ttierefor^  he 
thinks  that  the  letter  which  he  has  written  to  Mr» 
Fowler,  and  of  which  a  copy  is  subjoined,  prevents 
the  necessity  of  taking  further  measures  for  the  pre* 
sent.  As  the  country  adjacent  to  the  river  becomes 
filled  with  people,  and  the  affairs  of.  the  confederacy 
become  regulated  and  arranged,  the  attainment  of  that 
and  every  other  object  will  daily  and  proportionably 
become  more  probable  and  easy. 

The  copy  of  the  letter  subjoined  is  as  follows :. 

New  York,  February  13;  1786.. 

SIR,^ 

I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  1st  Oc- 
tober last,,  and  am  sorry  you  have  experienced,  the 
difficulties  and  disappointments  mentioned  itkiU  It  ia 
to  be  hoped  that  all  territorial  questions  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain  will  be  amicably  settled,  and 
that  both  parties  will,,  in  the  mean  time,  cultivate  that 
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di^sttion  "idiith  is  most  likely  16  promote  that  end. 
Whatever  resolutions  Congress  ntoj  ^e  on  ]n>vp 
letter  shall  be  comniimicatcd  to  70a  ^  and  if  fortheff 
occurrences  relative  to  the  subject  of  it  have  since 
happened,  I  wish  you  had  taken  an  opportunity  of  in- 
forming me  of  them. 

I  am,  iic. 

JOHN  JAY. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  report  be  referred  back 
to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  take  order. 

MARCH  29,  1786. 

Ordered,  That  the  late  despatches  from  the  hoboora- 
ble  Mr.  Adams  be  referred  to  the  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs  to  report ;  and  that  he  be  instructed  to  report 
particularly  upon  the  propriety  of  instructions  to  the 
said  minister,  to  protract  his  negotiations  with  the  court 
of  Great  Britain  respecting  the  posts  which  should  haVe 
been  before  this  surrendered  to  the  United  States  by 
the  late  treaty,  and  other  idfractions  of  the  said  treaty 
by  that  power,  so  as  to  avoid  demanding  a  categorical 
answer  respecting  the  same  utitil  the  further  order  of 
Congress. 

MAY  15,  1786. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  by  the  state 
of  Sooth  Carolina,  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  to  the  United  Netherlands, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  King,  seconded  by  Mr. 

t.ong. 


fmn} 
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ii$ 


That  ih^  cnrder  of  the  dtty  be  pMtponed ;  and  m  th4 
question  f6r  postpoDtng,  (he  ye^s  and  nays  being  re- 
quured  by  Mr*  Houstoun — 


New  Ham{^£fhire,    Mn  Long, 
Maisachnsettfl, 


Rhdde  hiadd, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 


Mr*  GoAfttn, 
Mr»  Kiog, 
Mr.  Dane, 

Mr*  Manning, 

Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Mitchell, 

Mr.  Lawrence, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Haring, 

Mr.  Symmes, 
Mr.  Homblower, 

Mr.  Pettit, 
Mr.  Bayard, 
Mr.  St.  Clair, 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Patten, 
Mr.  Rodney, 

Mr.  Hindman, 
Mr.  Harrison, 

Mr.  Grayson, 
Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr.  CarringtoD, 

Mr.  Blount, 
Mr.  Bloodworth, 
Mr.  White, 


Aj^yx 


^?:}- 


>-At. 


Ay.^ 
Ay. 
Ay. 
No.J 


No.; 


No. 


No. 


No. 
No. 
No, 


No. 
No. 
No, 


N(v 


No. 
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South  Carolina^      Mr.  Piockney,        No. )  v^ 
Mn  Keao,  No.  $  ^^• 

Georgia,  Mr.  Houstouo,        No.  >  j^ 

Mr.  Few,  No.  J 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  ;  but  no  choice 
being  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  electing  a 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  United  Netherlands,  be 
postponed. 
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